Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



hsijj^.i.si 




HISTORY 



EASTERN VERMONT, 



EARLIEST SETTLEMENT TO THE CLOSE OP THE 
EIOIITEENTII OENTUlir. 



lilOaRAVlllCAL OIIAPTKR AND ArPKNDtXRB. 



BENJAMIN n. nALL. 



VOL. II. 




ALDANY, N. Y. : 

J. MUNBELL, 78 STATE STREET. 



A>s )ao3?>.1.5(..a) 




0EC99tMS 



No. > : 



KDterod according to tho Act of OongroM, lu tho year 18D7, 

By Bbmjamin II. Hall, 
In tho Cleik^t Offloe of tbo Dl«trict Court of tho Uultod Btatct, for tho Southern 

DUtrict of Mew York. 



EDITION CO COPIES. 



OHAPTER XIV. 



CONTINUATION OF TIIE DISPUTE. THE BURNINQ OF BOYALTON. 

ncprcscntatiTM from Citmborland county in the New York Assembly — Gailford- 
ito Yorkers — Elections held by order of New York — Micah Townsend's Letter 
to Got. Clinton — Convention of Committees at Brnttloborough — Samuel Miiiott 
to Clinton — Charles Pheliis refuses to serve in the Yennont Militia — lie and his 
son Timothy are fined — Second Convention of the Committees — Mnjor Jonathan 
Hunt sent to Philadelphia — Action of Congress—attempts of Vermont to effect 
a Settlement with the Yorkers — Petition of Inhabitants of Cumberland county 
to the New York Legislature — Gov. Clinton*s Jitter to Samuel Minott — Josiah 
]{igelow and Peter Briggs, the contumacious Yorkers — CoL Patterson's attempts 
to enlist Soldiers — Suspicions concerning the loyalty of Yennont to tlie Ameri* 
can cause — Gov. Clinton's opinion — Hearing before Congress of the Claims to 
the '* Grants** — Incursion of the Indians at Barnard and Bethel — Fort Defiance 
built — Tlie British Olid Indians plan ^ attack on Newbury — Are diverted from 
their object — ^Tliey attack Royalton — Sufferings of the Havens family — Adven 
turcs of Gen. Klias Stevens and Cnpt John Parkhurst — Escnpe of the Uix family 
— Heroic eondnet of Gen. Stevens — Various incidents connected with the cap- 
ture of the Inhabitants — Col. John House and his men pursue the Enemy — ^llie 
Fight— Tlie Tlireat of tlio Indians— Tlieir Flight— Fate of the Captives— Opi- 
nions eoneerning the eonduct of Col. House— Review of the Ixmscs — Incidents 
connected with the Inroad — ^The Exploits of Mrs. Hendee — ^Tlie Alarm nt Brook- 
line — ^Tlie Flight of the People — Tlie Burning Bmsh-heaps at Newfane — Prepa. 
rations for Defence — ^The gathering of the Soldiery — ^The Calmness of Noah S*- 
bin Sen. misinterpreted — ^Explanation of the Alarm. 

During the winter of 1Y79, 1Y80, and tlio spring of tlio latter year, 
various attempts were made to obtain from Congress a decision 
of the controverted question of jurisdiction which continued to 
harass the people of New York and cramp the energies of the in- 
habitants of Vermont. Tlie attention of Congress was so much 
occupied in furthering the general welfare of the Union, that the 
l)oints of difference between the contending parties, were allow- 
ed to remain undecided. Meantime, Cumberland county was re- 
presented in the Legislature of New York by Micah Townsend of 
Brattleborough and Elkanah Day of Westminster. The former 
occupied his scat fi*om the middle of August, 1779, to the middle 
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of Mai*cli9 1780, and was indefatigable in his ondeavora to assist 

tlio inliabitants of Cumberland county. The latter was present for 

a few days only, at the beginning of the session ; and, whether 

governed by choice or necessity, did bnt little to advance die 

interests of his constituents. 
In a few of the towns in the county, the Yorkers continued 

to assert their rights, and did not scruple to punish tlioso whom 
tliey deemed guilty of crime. Bome time in the montiL of Fe- 
bruary, 1780, Ilenry Sherburn and Timothy Root, inhabitants of 
Guilford, and supporters of New York audiority, " arrogated to 
themselves" the power of acting as judges in a case between 
Ephr^im Nichols and Henry Ilix. Sherburn administered 
oadis, took the evidence in due form, and, in conclusion, he and 
Boot decreed Hix guilty, and awai'ded to him, as a suitable 
pnnishment, fifteen stripes on his naked back. It is stated that 
^^ Job Whitney laid them on." But the Quilfordite Yorkers 
were not content with parUally establisliing die jurisdiction of 
the state to which they owed allegiance. They aimed to bo the 
sole rulers within dieir own town. They were jealous of rivals, 
and of those who seemed to bo aiming at that condition. It 
was this sendment which, on the 0th of May, brought Ilezekiah 
Btowell, Asa Bice, Phineaa Bice, and Micah Bice, headed by 
the before-named Bhei*burn, to die house of Levi Goodenough 
Jr., wlio, by the audiority of the peopld of ^' the independent 
state of Vermont" was holding a court, and at the time of the 
visit, was busied in the trial of a criminal. On this occasion, 
Sherburn evinced higher ix>wers of magistracy, for, by his or- 
dero, Goodenough was forbidden to proceed with the ti'ial, the 
comt was broken up, the criminal was ordered home, and the 
authority of Vermont was defied. 

Oircumstances like these served to awaken in the minds of 
the Yorkers the hope that diey miglit be successful in establish- 
ing what they regarded as the rightful jurisdiction. In several 
towns they attempted to exercise the right of suffrage, at the 
spring elections which had been ordered by Now York. Simeon 
Edwards, a valiant citizen of Guilford, ^^ signed and posted up 
a warrant in die name of the sheritF," requiring the people of 
the town to assemble and elect a Governor and other civil ofii- 
cera for the state of New York. In obedience to this call, those 
of the inhabitants who regarded the warrant as legal assembled, 
and ail election was held. In other places die supporters of 
the new state, tore down the notifications and threatened all 
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who should concern themselves in New York elections with 
prosecutions. When tlie people met at Putney to vote, tlie 
Vernionters appeared iu force, and, by their authoritative and 
menacing manner, put an end to the voting. Conduct similar 
to tliis in other towns deterred many of the more timorous 
friends of New York from declaring their sentiments. Tlio 
election was regarded by all as a failure. It did not express 
even the little strength which was to be found in the ranks of 
the minority. 

On the 10th of April, after his return home from tlie session 
of the New York Legislature, Micah Townsend wrote to Go- 
vernor Clinton informing him of the sentiments which were 
entertained conccnn'ng the controversy, by the various classes 
of people with whom he was brought in contact. For three 
yeare had the loyal subjects of New York awaited the decision 
of Congress respecting tlie recognition of Vermont as a sepa- 
rate state. To the February just passed they had looked for- 
ward with the hope that this important question would then be 
settled. Tlieir agents had, however, retunied from Phila- 
delphia, and the most encouraging report they could give, was 
that Congress would not at present determine the dispute. 
Uneasiness, "general and great," followed. A few openly 
espoused the cause of, and subscribed the oath of allegiance to 
Vermont. Many, wavering between hope and fear, began to 
think of safety in " an Agreement with the ruling powers," ns 
they designated the goveniment of Vermont. Others, resolving 
to remain true to the jurisdiction which they believed just, 
continued to exhort the desponding to stand firm in the interest 
of New York, until Congress should have leisure to view tlie 
important question in its varied bearings, and publish a decision 
which should prove equitable as well as legal. Meantime the 
Vermont Legislature were straining every nerve to increase 
tlieir power. At their March session held at Westminster in 
the present year, they had granted large quantities of land to 
l^ersons residing in the New England states, and had appointed 
a committee of three to confer with the Yorkers in Cumber 
land county. Tlie men chosen to manage this conference, hav- 
ing lobbied at Congress, had become skilled in the arts of 
insinuation, and feare were entertained that they would succeed 
in misleading those who had not much to gain should tlio 
authority of New York be established, but who had every- 
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tiling to lose in case her claim bIiouM be pi^onounccd in- 
valid.* 

For the purpose of ascertaining the political condition of 
Omnbcrland county, a convention of tlioso owing allegiance to 
New York was held at Brattleborougli on the lltli of April. 
Nine towns were represented. However satisfactoiy the delibe- 
rations on this occasion might have been, yet the letter to Go-, 
vernor Clinton, written by the chairman Sanniel Minott, in 
behalf of the convention, was not of a character to inspire hope, 
either by its references to the present, or by its estimates of tlie 
future. After mentioning the opinion prevalent among the 
people, that Congress would pay no attention to the settlement 
of the dispute during the continuance of the present war, Mr. 
Minott reverted to the transactions in which he and his asso- 
ciates had been engaged in support of die jurisdiction of New 
York. He reminded the Governor, that many of tlie inhabit- 
ants of Cumberland county, from ,the time die independence 
of Yermont was asserted, had continued subjects of New York ; 
diat the Legislature of New York, to encourage them to remain 
in allegiance, had, '^ in the most solemn manner,'' pledged tlie 
faith of the state to protect their persons and property ; and 
(although no blame could be charged upon his Excellency) that 
this pledge had been broken, many of the subjects of New 
York l\aving from time to time been "notoriously injured," and 
prevented from obtaining the least satisfaction for their maltreat- 
ment, or the least assurance of exemption from such usage in 
future. He then referred to the ineffectual attempt which hud 
been made in Congi*es3 to settle the dispute, by sending com- 
missioners to the " Grants," and alluded to the resolutions which 
had been passed by the same body on the 24th of September, 
1779, " generously designed " to protect the grantees, and " pre- 
vent the alienation of public property." Nor did he omit to 
inform his Excellency, that th6 Legislature of Yermont, in spite 
of all these endeavors, had made large grants of land to certain 
persons who had applied for favora of this kind ; had impri- 
soned and harassed several of the subjects of New York for 
offences against the laws of Yermont; had punished several 
who had sold liquors without a Yermont license; and had 
chosen a committee to attempt to pei*suade the subjects of New 

* M3. InformAtion against Yorken. George Cliaion Papei:i, in N. Y. State 
lib. Yol. ix. doc 2701. 
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York to submit to the jurisdiction of the new state before the 
Ist of June followhig. 

Alluding to the prccnriousness of the situation of the Yorkers, 
he contiinicd : " Hitherto, sir, we liave at the risque of our eai's, 
and of receiving the infamous punishment of whipping, siii>- 
l)orfcd the jurisdiction of the 9tate in this county. But as we 
begin to believe that Congress — with whom the matter now 
solely rests — will not do anything effectual for our relief, we do 
iit»t think it our duty any longer to put our all at stake. We 
would wish, sir — we are earnestly desirous, to live imder the 
govermnent of New York, but cannot longer risque so much for 
a govcnnncnt which is either unable or imwilling to protect us ; 
and must candidly assure your Excellency, that unless Congress 
nhall have settled this controverey by the 1st of June next, tlie 
subjects of New Y(u*k in this county must, for their own strfety, 
eoimect themselves with some power able to aflFord them secu- 
rity." While thus stating the grievances to which the adherents 
of New York in Cumberland county had been subjected, Mr. 
Minott, in behalf of his associates, assured the Governor that 
these unfortunate results had not been occasioned by any neglect 
on his part. "We beg leave," wrote he, "to express tlie 
warmest sentiments of gratitude to your Excellency, for your 
conduct through the whole of our most distressed situation. 
We are truly sensible, sir, that you have done all in your power 
to relieve us, and that if Congress had the same tenderness for 
the calamities of their constituents which you have repeatedly 
shown totiiose under your care, we should before this have been 
in a capacity of doing something to assist the continent in car- 
rying on the war." Such were the accounts transmitted to 
Governor Clinton from Cumberland county. Tliey were intended 
both for his instruction and tlie edification of the congressional 
delegation from New York. 

Accompanying this communication was a letter from Micah 
Townsend, of the 12th and 14th of April, confirmatoiy in part 
of the statements which had been previously reported. His own 
situation he represented as " truly disagreeable," and his reasons 
for this declaration were not trifling. He was well aware that 
the New York Legislature regarded every act done by them for 
the maintenance of their jurisdiction on the " Grants," as a favor 
conferred upon their constituency who resided there. He a'so 
V\w\y that the Yorkcra in Cumberland county supposed that 
thoy had merited from the Legislature protection at least, since 
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without any prospect of private advantage, tliey had spiritedly 
maintained tlie autliority of New York against the violent mea- 
sures of tlie Yermontera. An accurate knowledge of the situa- 
tion of the Yorkera, botli in and out of Yermont, enabled him to 
mark the instances in which a want of union in their counsels 
had been detrimental to tlieir cause, and had given strength to 
tlieir antagonists.* 

Having dispatched these letters, the subjects of New York 
flattered themselves that there would be no necessity of ti-oubling 
die government with their complaints for some time to come. 
As the YeiTuont Legislature had appointed a committee to confer 
with the Yorkers for the purpose of establishing a basis for a 
union, it was not supposed that hostilities would be continued 
between the two parties, or that Yermont laws would be enforced 
against those who denied tlie authority of the state. But die 
facts were otherwise. Pursuant to orders from Governor Ohit- 
tenden, drafts of men were made in Oumberland county in the 
latter part of April. In some towns no distinction was observed 
between those who acknowledged and those who denied the 
jurisdiction of Yermont, and in the few towns in which a differ- 
ence was made it was wholly favorable to the citizens of that 
state. In Marlborougli, Oharles Phelps and two other persons, 
who had long been bitter opponents of the new state, were 
drafted as soldiers until the Istof January, 1781. Phelps refused 
•to serve, and declined to pay the flue which was imposed upon 
him in consequence of his refusal. On the 2d of May, 1780, 
Abel Stockwell, in conformity with the statute in that case pro- 
vided, attempted to distrain for the fine. While thus engaged 
he was attacked by Charles Phelps and his son Timothy, who 
did '^ beat, bruise, cut, wound, and evil entreat" him to such an 
extent diat his *' life was greatly despaired of." Dissatisfied 
with this result, Stockwell visited Phelps's house a second time, 
and on this occasion seized his catde and levied a fine of '^ twenty 
silver dollars" on his son. At the same time he direatened the 
younger Phelps with whipping if the fine was not paid. A few 
days after this occurrence, as was then reported, a post was 
erected in Marlborough for the purpose of facilitating the exe- 
cution of die punishment. 

Determined to prosecute the matter further, Stockwell enter- 
ed a complaint against the Phelpses, and, on the 23d of May, the 

* George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. ix. does. 2798, 2806. 
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Bhcriff woB ordei*ed to attach tlieir goods to tlio value of £6000 
lawful money, or tlieir bodies in case property to this amount 
could not bo found. On the 8tli of June, Joseph Church, the 
constable of Marlborough, endorsed tlie following return on tlie 
writ: "I have attached sixty acres of land belonging to the 
within named defendants — ^thirty acres belonging to the within 
named Charles Phelps, Esq., beginning at the dividing line be- 
tween him the said. Charles and Timothy Phelps, ten rods west 
of his dwelling-house, west as far as his land goes, and so far soutli 
as to contain thirty acres ; and thirty acres belonging to Timo- 
thy Phelps, beginning at die above-mentioned dividing linci 
extending north as far as to contain thirty acres, bounding 
west on Newton's land — and have left an attested copy at each 
of tlieir houses of this writ, witli my doings thereon." Tlie cause 
was tried on the 3d Tuesday in June, but the decision of the 
court was withheld. At the August term, Charles Phelps came 
before the court, and, in defence of his conduct^ stated that he 
made the assault only to maintain possession of his property, 
which was being " wrenched from him by force and arms ;" that 
he was a subject of New York, but could obtain no redress of 
grievances by the laws of that state ; and that he was forced 
" by the laws of nature and nations" to protect his rights by the 
means wliich were in his power. It is hardly necessary to say, 
tliat these statements produced but little impression on the court 
Tlic defendants were sentenced to pay a fine of £500 lawful 
money, and an execution was immediately granted against die 
l)roperty which had been already attached. Marlborough was 
not the only town whose inhabitants were called upon to serve 
in the Vermont miliUa. In Halifax, five Yorkers were drafted 
but no Vermonters. In Guilford, Capt Price and four other 
persons, subjects of New York, were enrolled, and two of the 
new state's men. In Dummerston, one Yorker and one Ver- 
monter were drafted. In Putney, thirteen Yorkers and two 
Vermonters were required to furnish five men. 

On the 2d of May, the committees from eleven towns in Cum- 
berland county, assembled at Brattleborough, for the purpose of 
devising such measnres as should seem best fitted to protect 
their o\vn interests and those of New York. In a letter address- 
ed to Governor Clinton, they explained their situation, and de- 
fined the position in which they were placed. To fight with or 
submit to the government of Vermont appeared to them their 
only alternative. " On the one hand," said they, " we have 



S71 mSTOBT OF BA8TBBN VKKMONT. [1780. 

nothing to oxpcct but an unequal and bloody conflict witli a 
ferocious Bet of men, exasperated by our oiJX>osition to their ille- 
gal measures. On the otlier, submission to a government which 
we know to be usurped, and whose cruelties have already taught 
us to dread and abhor it. Fix)m this dilemma Congress, and 
Congress alone, can relieve us ; and if our situation could be 
rightly explained to them, and that honorable body could bo 
induced for a moment seriously to attend to it ; if they have 
not wholly lost that glorious spirit which has heretofore, in so 
eminent a manner, distinguished them — and regard their faith 
unanimously and solenmly i>l6dgod, we are x^orsuaded they 
must put an end to our miseries by speedily determining to 
which of the thirteen states we belong. But, if they will not, 
God knows what will become of us, even while wo are waiting 
their leisure.'' Other points bearing upon the subject of the 
controveray were also discussed. In view of the little support 
which was expected from New York, the committees expressed 
an earnest desire that the Governor would not blame them for 
taking such measures as they should think most conducive to 
their safety ; but, on the contrary, would admii*o the fortitude 
and loyalty which had induced them, ^^ so long and ufuissistedy 
to stem the impetuous torrent of disloyalty and oppression." 
Tliis communication, cogent in its reasons, direct in its conclu- 
sions, and accurate in its facts and details, was signed by Sa- 
muel Minott, the chairman of the town committees, and was 
entrusted to Major Jonathan Hunt, who was chosen an espe- 
cial messenger to deliver it to Governor Clinton. 

Having fulfilled his commission, Major Hunt proceeded to 
Philadelphia, and on the 23d of May subscribed an atiidavit 
which was read in Congress, in which he declared his belief, 
founded on credible information, ^^ that the assumed govern- 
ment of the New Hampshire Grants, called Vermont " was 
intending after the 1st of June following, ^^ to put their laws 
into execution over the persons and estates of the inhabitants of 
the said ^Grants' and to exact from them an oath of allegiance 
to their pretended state." He also stated that William AVilliams 
of Wilmington, who had formerly received a coloners conunis 
. sion from the Convention of the state of New York, who had 
been a member of said Convention and was now a member of 
the Assembly of Yermont, had informed him that the govern- 
ment of Yermont had re-granted lands which had been pre- 
viously granted by New York, without consulting the rights or 
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interest of the first gmntces, and had also disposed of largo tracts 
to pci-soiis residing in Connecticut, and to certain continental 
olHcers whoso jietitions for land had been presented by Col. 
]{oger Enos, a continental officer of that state.* 

In view of this representation, and of otlier representations of 
a similnr character, Congress on the 2d of June declared the 
conduct of the people of the "Grants," " in contravening the 
gocnl intentions '* of the resolutions of the 24th of September, 
and of the 2d of October, 1779, to be " highly unwarrantable, 
and subversive of the peace and welfare of the United States." 
At the same time the inhabitants of the controverted district 
were, l)}*^ a special order, "strictly required to forbear and 
abstain from all acts of authority, civil or military, over the 
inhabitnntR of any town or district wlio liold themselves to be 
subjects of, and to owe allegiance to any of the states claiming 
the jurisdiction of the said territory in whole or in part," imtil 
the controversy, should be determined. Desirous no doubt of 
terminating internal dissensions of every character. Congress 
resolved to "proceed to hear and examine into, and finally 
determine the disputes and differences relative to jurisdiction," 
as soon as nine states, exclusive of those who were parties to the 
conti'overey should be represented. By. a subsequent order, 
l>assed on the 9th, the second Tuesday of September following 
was fixed upon as the day upon which Congress would declare 
their final determination.f 

At their spring session, the General Assembly of Vermont had, 
on the 15th of March, appointed Stephen R. Bradley, Moses 
Itobinson and Jonas Fay, a committee "to enquire as soon 
as may be into the cause, and officially take the reasons why 
certain of the inhabitants of die county of Cumberland are 
opposed to the authority of this state, and wherein their griev- 
ances consist." Pursuant to this appointment, the committee, 
accompanied by Governor Chittenden, assembled at "West- 
minster, and afterwards at Putney, " to attend on the Yorkei*8," 
and to " bring about a union with the Brattleborough commit- 
tee," of whicli Samuel Minott was chairman. However well- 
intentioned this measure might have been, it does not seem to 
have been followed either by a compromise or by any kind of 

• George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. ix. docs. 2856, 2806. Ma 
Affi<lavit of Jonntlinn Hunt 

f Journals Am. Cong., iii. 402-466. Broadside, in Papers relating to.Vt. Con 
Irovcrsy, in office Sec. State N. Y., p. 34. 



876 HT8T0BT OF BA8TBBN VERMONT. [1780. 

a permanent or temporary settlement A Bimilar result appears 
to have attended the negotiations of a like committee, who were 
directed to convene during the month of August at Westminster, 
at Putney, and at Brattleborough, "to settle with the Yorkere."* 
The Ist of June, the time at which it was supposed the 
government of the new state would manifest its power by some 
decisive act, had come and gone, and no change in the adminis- 
tration of Vermont affairs had taken place sufficiently important 
to attract especial attention. To the New York adherents the 
hopes which tliey had so long cherished, not only tliat a decision 
would be made, but that it would be favorable to them, began 
to assume an appearance more fantastic than real. Knowing 
that they could not afford to lose all they had expended in tiiis 
contest, and deeming it just tli^t the state for which they had 
hazarded so much should reimburse them for expenditures 
made in her behalf, they presented to the New York Legis- 
lature, on the 12th of June, through Micah Townsend, a petition 
designed to accomplish this end. In it they referred to tlio dis- 
affection which had led to the establishment of Vermont as an 
independent jurisdiction ; to tlio efforts which had been made 
by the Legislature of New York to prevent the disaffection 
from becoming general, which efforts had resulted in a resolve, 
passed in February, 1778, by which the faith of the state was 
then pledged " to concur in the necessary measures for protecting 
the loyal inhabitants of tliis state residing in the counties of 
Albany, Charlotto, Cumberland, and Gloucester, in their persons 
and estates ; " to the constancy which many of the residents on 
the "Qrants" had exhibited in continuing allegiant to New 
Vork ; to the earnest endeavors which had been made by these 
" loyal subjects " to obtain tlie protection of government ; to 
the ill success that had attended their efforts ; and to the pei-se- 
cutions they had endured in the shape of fines, imprisonments, 
and the confiscation of property. Resting their claim on these 
considerations, they declared that the Legislature were bound 
in equity to make compensation for the injuries they had 
received, and expressed a hope that their petition for such com- 
pensation would be answered. A request so reasonable as this 
could not, it would seem, have met with a refusal ; but con- 
siderations more pressing in their nature were continually 
demanding the attention of tlie Legislature, and it was not until 

* MSa of the Hon. SUphen R. Bradley 
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Bcveral years had c1a])scd tliat this application, and other 
applications resembling it, were treated to a final and definitive 
answer.* 

On the 16th of June, Governor Clinton replied to the com- 
mnnications he had received from Samuel Minott in behalf of 
the town committees, and entrusted his letter and other import- 
ant papers to the care of Major Hunt, who, on his way homo 
from Philadelphia, had stopped at Kingston, where Clinton then 
resided. AVith reference to the resolves of Congress ho pro- 
fessed his faith in tlio trutli of the stateiTients they contained, 
and made no doubt that the instant there should be a full repre- 
sentation in Congress, and the public affairs should with 
]»ix>priety permit attention to be paid to the subject of the 
contn»vei-s3^, it would "be put in a coui-so of decision." Notr 
withstanding his own convictions, ho did not endeavor to 
couceal from himself or his friends the probability existing that 
the Vermonters would not heed tliese resolves. " Should your 
neighboi*8," wrote lie, " in contempt of the authority of Con- 
gress, and at the hazard of the welfare of the whole confedera- 
tion, by embroiling its members in a civil war at this crisis, 
still pereevere in their usurpations, I must recomijnend it to 
you not to submit voluntarily, but at the same time, tliat in 
your resistance you will be guided by prudence, reflecting that 
the whole force of all tlie states will not only be shortly called 
forth, but w»ll bo necessary to ensure success to the great 
intended operations against the common enemy; and con- 
sequently, tliat, however at another time it might be in our 
]>ower, and at all times my sincerest desire, to relieve and 
protect you, yet that in the present conjuncture the power of 
the state must bo directed to another, and I feel assured your 
own candour will induce you' to admit, a more important, 
object." In another part of his conmlunication, ho informed 
Mr. Minott, that complaint had been made to him, when at 
the northward, that the subjectsof New York, resident in Cum- 
berland county, were living "totally exempt from public 
burthens." While declaring his disbelief in the charge, he still 
ex]>re66ed a wish that " even the appearance of a cause might 
be removed," and therefore recommended the formation of a 
comj>any of soldicre in the " well-affected towns," to serve for 

* Doc. Iliat N. Y., iv. 1003 1004. Papers relating to Vi Controyewy, in 
office Sec Stote N. Y., p. 35. 
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three months from the middle of the approaching July. lie 
furtlier proposed, that the men tlms raised should be attached to 
the levies required of New York to serve witli tlie continental 
anny, <^ in tlie intended operations against the enemy in tlio 
southern parts of tlie state," and named Fishkill as the place 
to which they should repair as soon as embodied. At tlie same 
time lie expressed his willingness that the soldiers — ^provided 
such was their wish — sliould be stationed at Skenesborough, 
now Whitehall, that they might be nearer to their families and 
homes. In a letter to Col. Eleazer Patteraon, of the same date, 
he enclosed commissions for several officera who had been re- 
cently appointed, and expressed tlie hope, provided the x)roject 
of raising men for the army in the ^' well-affected" towns should 
appear practicable, that Patterson would lend his ^^ best exer- 
tions" to carry it into prompt execution.* 

Although the subjects of New York in Cumberland county 
were at all times ready to serve that state in a civil or military 
capacity, they did not consider themselves bound to peiform 
similar duties for Yermont It chanced therefore, that when 
Comfort Star, captain of the first militia company in Guilford 
connected with the first Yermont regiment, in pursuance of an 
act of the General Assembly and in obedience to ordera from his 
colonel, directed his company to convene at their usual place ot 
parade on the 25th of April, and on their assembling, selected 
Josiah Bigelow and Peter Briggs to serve in the state guard 
until the 1st day of January, 1781 — ^it chanced then, that both 
of the men drafted, refused to join the troops they were detach 
ed to serve with, and declined to pay the fine required of them 
by statute as tlie punishment for such neglect. Thereupon, by 
order of the Hon. Moses Eobinson, the Chief Judge of the 
superior court, process was ordered against the delinquents. 
Dr. Daniel Rood, of Putney, an "indifferent person," served 
the summons on Briggs, on the 7tli of June, by leaving an 
attested copy of it at his dwelling. With Bigelow he did not 
succeed as well. Having first attempted to read the summons, 
he was ordered out of the house with hai*d words. On the 
second essay, he was not only treated in a similar manner, 
but was driven out of doors by Bigelow, who with one fist in the 
Doctor's face, and the other at his side, emphatically declared, 
he " should take it," if he attempted to read the summons. 

* Qeorge Clinton Papers, in N. T. StnU Lib., vol x. doa 2081. 
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After several efforts of tliis natnre, " being impeded by tho 
position and words" of Bigelow, Rood delivered the summons 
verbally and favored the contumacious Yorker with an attested 
copy of the same. At the trial before the superior court, 
judgment was rendered against the delinquents, and each was 
sentenced to pay a fine of £108, together witli the costs of tho 
trial.* 

Tlie proposition made by Governor Clinton, that a company 
should be formed in Cumberland county for the continental 
service, was favorably received, and measures were- imme- 
diately taken for carrying it into execution. From every 
twelve or thirteen men, one man was selected to serve as a 
soldier, and his expenses were borne by those from whom ho 
was cln)8en. Col. Samuel Wells, of Brattleborough, rendered 
valuable assistance in forwarding the project, and even went 
so far as to hire a man at his own expense. In announcing to 
the Governor the success which had attended these efforts, 
Micah Townsend, in his letter of the 19th of July, did not fail 
to mention the little difficulties with which he and his friends 
had been obliged to contend. In order to avoid any misunder- 
standing in the future, he recommended to the Governor that 
the state should advance a small amount of money for tlie 
benefit of the company, even though Congress should refuse to 
sanction the expenditure, rather than that the soldiera should 
be rendered " uneasy," by being fed on expectations alone. 
Col. Eleazer Pattei'son, in reference to the same subject, informed 
the Governor, on the 20th of July, that he and the officers of 
his regiment had spared no exertions to procure a company of 
fif>y men, and tliat the reason why this number was not yet 
fully completed, was tho "peculiar situation" of the friends of 
New York, and not a " want of sufficient exertion" on the paH 
of those to whom the business of enlisting had been entrusted, 
or of " spirit in the people." 

In his reply of the 16th of September, Governor Clinton 
exhorted the Colonel and those associated with him, to adhere 
to the coui-se they had taken. Tliat their military organization 
might be in accordance with the laws of the state, he announced 
to them the necessity of being properly armed and accoutred, 
and of being provided with ammunition. He expressed full 
Cfinfidence in their loyalty to New York and the United States, 

• MS. Pnpcrt in the Office of Clerk of Rutland Co., Vt 
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and declared his belief that they would make use of every 
means in their power to render their recruits military and 
effective men.* 

During tlie summer of this year, suspicions had been enter- 
tained that the principal men interested in the government of 
YeiTnont, were engaged in negotiations with the British in 
Canada, but as to the correctness of the suspicions or the nature 
of the negotiations nothing could be determined. By Sep- 
tember, tliese suspicions had increased to such an extent that 
they were regarded by many as facts. Feara were also pre- 
valent that the enemy were about to make an incui'sion into 
Vermont, for tlie purpose of reducing it to a British province. 
Depositions containing information to this effect, were attested 
by Benjamin Butterfield and Jonathan Church, inhabitants of 
Cumberland county. The statements made by these gentle- 
men, were based partly on hearsay and rumor, and partly on 
conversations which they had held with persons who had seen 
scouts who had removed from Cumberland county and 
joined the British in Canada. Tliese depositions, which were 
taken at the instance of the New York adherents, were trans- 
mitted to Qovemor Clinton for his perusal. Accompanying 
them was a communication of the 11th of September, signed 
by the deponents, also by Col. Eleazer Pattei*son, Lieut.-Col. 
John Sergeants, Capt. Timothy Church, and several ])rivato 
gentlemen, recommending tlie appointment of a cunnnitteo 
"invested with some degree of authority," whose duty it 
should be to watch such of the- inhabitants of the county as 
might be suspected of conspiring with the British against the 
Americans, and report their names to the proper authorities. 
Although this proposition was well received by the Governor, 
he was prevented by political reasons from acting on its sug- 
gestions. Under these circumstances he substituted counsel for 
action. " I can only advise," said he, in his letter of October 
Sd, " the present civil and militaiy officers to vigilance and a 
faithful exertion of the authority they are vested with, and I 
would fain hope they will, in this case, be able to defeat the 
designs of our secret enemies." He also reminded his friends, 
tliat any person who had joined the enemy, and who should bo 
found lurking secretly in the county, was triable by a general 
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conrt-nmrtial ns a spy, and subject to capital piinislimcnt ; and, 
fnrtlicr, that any person who should "knowingly harbor or 
comfort" a spy was guilty of a misdemeanor of the highest 
nature. That the suspicions wliich gave rise to these precau- 
tions were partly founded in truth, there is now no doubt, 
llic vague reports which were then floating among the com- 
niunily, springing from no very responsible source, and exag- 
goratc<l by transmission, were the precursor of that diplomatic 
correspondence which for more than two years was carried on 
between Frederick Ilaldimand on behalf of the British, and 
lliomas Chittenden on the part of Vermont, and which gave 
foundation to innumerable stories subvcraive of the ideas M'hicli 
Juul hitherto been entertained of tlie loyalty of Veimont to tlie 
cause of America.* 

In conformity with the expressed determination of Congress 
to adjudicate fairly upon the conflicting claims to the "Grants," 
the new state's men had already a])pointed their agents to 
ajjpcar at Philadelphia, and other parties interested in the con- 
troversy were prepared to follow their example. Fearing lest 
the New York delegates should be remiss in their duties, tlie 
subjects of New York resident in Cumberland county met on 
the 30th of August and appointed Luke Knowlton their agent 
to attend at Philadelphia, at their own expense. By order of 
the county committee of which John Sergeants was then chair- 
man, he was furnished with a recommendatory letter to Governor 
Clinton, in which he was described as a gentleman of " penetra- 
tion and probity," who had resided in the county since the 
beginning of the disturbances, and was therefore prepared either 
to refresh the memories of the delegates, or to acquaint them 
with such circumstances, as had not yet come to their know- 
ledge. On the 12th of September, he was provided by Clinton 
with an introductory letter to the New York delegation, and 
thus equipped he arrived in Philadelphia. Hopes were now 
entertained that the long drawn controvei*8y would be decided. 
Tlie interview between the parties interested and Congress, was 
opened on the 19th of September, by the presentation of docu- 
ments detailing the different views which were entertained on 
the subject under consideration, and the circumstances upon 
which they were founded. In this manner the reference was 
conducted for two or three days, when, the agents from Vermont 

• O'^orgc Clinton pRpcrs, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. xi. docs. 8214, 3260. 
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becoming Batisficd tliat partial modes were pursued, and cx-parto 
evidence presented and received, withdrew from the asseuilily, 
and, on tlio 22d, sent in to Congress a remonstrance against 
their proceedings. On the 2Gt]i, Knowlton notified to Congress 
that the expensivcness of living and the sickliness of the place, 
would render it ^^ very disagreeable" for him to remain longer 
in Philadelphia, and returned home. Tliese events, combined 
with the doubts which had been excited in the minds of many 
of the members of Congress as to the validity or invalidity of 
the differing claims, rendered a postponement of tlie hearing 
extremely desirable. Tliis end was accomplished by a resolve to 
that effect, and thus was a decision avoided, which could not 
have been announced in any form without exciting ill feelings, 
whose results would have been visible in compromising the 
strength of tliat union which bound the states together, and 
which gave them a power iliat would have been weakness itself 
had they been divided.* . . 

Considering tlie exposed situation of ilie northern frontier of 
Yermonty it had long been a matter of surprise and congratula- 
tion that the British and Indians had not more frequently im- 
proved the many opportunities which were open to them of 
attacking the settlers and pillaging their fields and dwellings. 
This apparent forbearance, so far from arising from any praise- 
worthy motive, was caused by the many diflicultics which the 
enemy knew it would bo necessary for them to encounter in 
reaching the settlements. But the intervention of steep moun- 
tains and pathless forests did not afford complete exemption from 
attack. On the 9th of August, a party of twenty-one Indians 
visited the town of Barnanl, and nuule prisoncra of Tliouuis M. 
Wright, John Newton, and Prince Haskell. Tliese men were 
subsequently carried to Canada, whence the two former escaped 
in the spring following. Tlie latter was exchanged after being 
for more than a year in captivity. While prisoners they suffer- 
ed many hardships, which differed only in kind fi*om tliose tliey 
endured during their retuni journey. David Stone of Bethel 
was also captured at the same time, by the same party. Wlioii 
the settlement of Bethel was begun in the fall of the year 177^), 
a small stockade fort had been built by the inhabitants of the 
town for their protection. It stood at the lower end of tlio 
west village, on the north side of White river, and its garrison, 

* Qeorge Clinton Papon, in N. Y. State Lib., vol z. doo. 8181 : zi. 8215. 
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which liad been removed from "Royalton, was commanded by 
Captain Saflbrd. On the occasion of tliis incursion, it rendered 
noellectual service in behalf of the inhabitants. Immediately 
alter the attack, the inhabitants of Barnard called a town-meet- 
ing, and resolved to bnild a fort Benjamin Cox was chosen 
captain and a message was sent to the Governor for a commis- 
sion. As soon as the fact of the inroad was known, several com- 
])anie8 of soldiers from different parts of the state set out for 
Jianiard, but before they arrived there, the enemy had departed, 
and the work of defence was almost completed. Tlie fort 
M'as known as Fort Defiance, and at times was occupied by a 
garrison.* 

But the sorest trial was yet to come. In July, lY'^G, an Ame- 
rican oftlccr, a certain Lieut. Whitcomb, while out with a scout- 
ing pai'i.y on Iho river Sorcl, had mortally wounded Gen. Gor- 
don, a British officer, as he was riding between Chambly and 
St. Johns, and had tiiken from him his sword and watch. The 
British had long desired to avenge this act, which they regard- 
ed as base and villanous, resulting wholly from a desire ot 
])lnnder, and totally unworthy of an officer. To capture Whit- 
comb was, with them, a controlling motive. Expecting, it is 
supposed, that they should find him at Newbury on Connecticut 
river, an expedition was planned against tliat town. Of the 
two hundred and ten nienf who were engaged in it, all were 
Indians, with the exception of seven white men who were re- 
fugees and tories. In the beginning of October, the party, imder 
the command of Uorton, a British lieutenant, and one Le Mott, 
his assistant^ started on their miii/ioi\ of plunder and revenge. 
Tlieir guide, whoso name was Hamilton, had been made prisoner 
by the Americans at the surrendry of Burgoyne, in 177Y. He 
Jiad been at Newbury and Royalton during the preceding sum- 
mer, on juirole of honor; and liaving left tbe latter place with 
scveml others, under pretence of going to survey lands in the 
northern part of Vermont, had gone directly to the enemy, 
to whom, no doubt, he communicated such information as 
sorved to assist them in executing their barbarous intentions. 
AVhilc proceeding up Onion or Winooski river, they fell in, near 
the spot where Montpelier now stands, with two white men en- 
gaged in hunting, who informed them that the people of New- 

• Vermont Gnwjttcer, cd. 1S24, pp. 63, 64. MS. Letter. 
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burj liad boen expecting an assault from tlioii* enemies in Ca- 
nada, and were well prepared for defence. Tlie information, 
whether true or false, had the effect to divert them from the 
primary object of the expedition, and to turn their attention 
towards Royalton. 

Tliis town had formerly been defended by a small garrison, 
but unfortunately the soldiera had a little while before been re- 
moved seven or eight miles westwai*d to Capt. Saffonl's fort in 
the town of Bethel, and the inhabitants were now entirely des- 
titute of the means of defence. On reaching the mouth of Ste- 
vens's branch, the enemy passed through the town of Barro to 
Jail branch j which empties into Stevens's branch ; and, after pro- 
ceeding up diis stream for some distance, crossed the mountains 
in Washington and Orange counties, and striking the iirst 
branch of White river, followed it down through Chelsea, and 
encamped at Tunbridge, where they remained during Sunday, 
the 15th of October, engaged, no doubt, in maturing their plan 
of attack. Leaving a strong guard at this place, they advanced 
die next morning before daybreak towards the more settled 
p&i*t8 of Tunbridge, and commenced depredations at the house 
of John Hutchinson, which was situated in Tunbridge, but ad- 
joined the line of Royalton. Having made Mr. Ilutchinstm 
and his brother Abijah prisoners, they plundered the house, 
crossed the first branch of Wliite river, and pi'occeded to the 
dwelling of Robert Havens in Royalton, which was not far dis- 
tant. Mr. Havens, who had gone into his pasture, becoming 
aware of danger fi*om the barking of the dogs, and beholding at 
the same time, a party of Indians entering his house, lay down 
under a log and escaped their notice. His son, Daniel Havens, 
and another young man, Tliomas Pember, who were in the house 
when the enemy approached, endeavored to escape by flight. 
Havens succeeded in throwing himself over an adjacent hedge, 
and, being protected by the bushes, crept down the bank of 
the stream and concealed himself beneath a log, over which the 
Indians passed a few minutes afterwards, as they pui*6ued with 
impetuous haste their escaped prey. Coming up with rember, 
one of them ainied at him a spear, which, striking him, inflicted 
a severe wound. He still continued running, but, becoming 
faint with the loss of blood, was soon overtaken, killed, and 
scalped. 

Having selected Mr. Havens's house as a deposit for their bag- 
gage and a post of observation, a portion of the party were left 
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there as guards, while the main body again set forth to complete 
tlio work of destruction. On their way they overtook Ellas But- 
ton, a young man, who endeavored to avoid them. But the 
Indians — fleet of foot, and savage by tlio scent of blood — ^rendered 
liis attempts useless, and his body was left by the roadside, welter- 
ing in its gore. Advancing silently and with great caution, tliey 
next entered the dwelling of Joseph Kneeland, which was about 
a half mile distant fix)m Ilavens's. Here they made prisonera 
of Kneeland and his aged father, also of Simeon Belknap, Giles 
Gibbs, and Jonathan Brown. Carrying devastation in their, 
train, they finally reached the mouth of White river branch, 
where they made a stand, and dispatched small parties in differ- 
ent directions to plunder the dwellings and bring in prisoners. 
Tlioy had already stolen a number of horses, and, thinking to 
facilitate oi)erations, they now mounted them, and endeavored to 
control them by yells and shouts. Tlie horses, unused to such 
riderp, were rendered more and more unmanageable by the 
frenzied cries of the Indians, and served essentially to impede 
tlie execution of their plans. Tlie alann had now become 
general, and the frightened inhabitants, flying in every direction, 
sought such places as might afford a refuge from the barbarity 
of their pursuei*s. As a detachment of tlie enemy were passing 
down the west bank of White river, they were perceived by one 
of the inhabitants, who immediately gave notice of their ap- 
proach to Gen. Elias Stevens, who was working in a field about 
two miles distant from his house. Unyoking his oxen, he turned 
them out, and mounting his hoi*se started up the river, lie had 
goile about a mile in the direction of his dwelling, when he was 
met by Capt John Parkhurst, who informed him that the 
Indians were in full pursuit down tlie river, and counselled him 
to turn back. Fearing for the safety of his* wife and children, 
yet aware of the imminent danger which threatened himself, 
Stevens changed his coui-sc, and retraced his steps, in company 
with Parkhurst. On reaching tlie house of Deacon Daniel Rix, 
Stevens took Mrs. Rix and two or three children with him on 
his horse ; Parkhui-st performed the same kind office for Mi's. 
Benton and a number of children, and, with all the care and 
attention of which the occasion alloAved, the party rode off" to 
the field where Stevens, had first received the alarm, being fol- 
lowed by Deacon Rix and several other pereons on foot. 

On reaching this spot, the women and children were left in 
charge of a Mr. Burroughs, while Stevens, full of concern for 
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Jiis family, again set ont f9r his home. He had gone about half 
a mile when he discerned the Indians approaching. As they 
wei*e but a few rods distant, he instantly turned about, and com- 
ing up witli the company he had lef^ entreated them to take 
to the woods immediately. Following his advice tliey were 
soon concealed in the neighboring tliicket, where they remained 
undiscovered by the foe. Passing do¥m the road a half mile 
further, Stevens came in sight of the house of his father-in-law, 
Tilly Parkhurst. Here he found his sister engaged in milking, 
and entirely unconscious of the approach of the foe. Telling 
her to ^' leave her cow immediately or the Indians would have 
her," he left her to secure her own retreat. By tlie time he had 
gained the house, the Indians were not more than eighty or an 
hundred rods in the rear. Fear had so taken possession of the 
half-crazed inhabitants that it was impossible to persuade or 
compel them to take refuge in the woods. Choosing the road, 
they kept it as well as their terrible friglit and exhaustion would 
allow until they reached the house of Oapt E. Parkhurst in 
Sharon. Here they halted for a few moments, but their pursu* 
ers appearing in sight, they were compelled again to push for- 
ward in order to escape impending destruction. Hie few horses 
which the terrified inhabitants had succeeded in securing, could 
not carry but a small portion of those who had now assembled, 
and there was but little time for consultation or suggestion. 
Placing his mother and sister upon his own horse, and Mrs. Rix 
and her three children on another, Stevens bade them ride on 
with all possible speed, while he should follow with several 
others on foot. Mrs. E. Parkhurst and her children who wore left 
at the house, expected nothing but instant death fi*om the hands 
of the enemy. On their approach, however, having taken her 
eldest son prisoner, they ordered her and her five children to 
leave the house. Obeying these commands, she fled to the 
woods and there remained in safety until the foe had left the 
place. 

Soon after Stevens had started with those who were on foot, 
his dog coming in his way caused him to stumble, and so im- 
peded his progress that he was obliged to take to the woods to 
save his life. Tlie Indians pursuing with frightful yells, the 
unprotected pedestrians who had been so unfortunately de- 
prived of their protector, soon overtook them. But the enemy 
were too intent on plunder to be impeded by a great number 
of captive women and children, and of Uiis company Gainlner 
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Eix, a boy about fourteen years old, was alone made prisoner. 
Approaching the house of Mr. Benedict, and having noticed 
Iiim on the opposite side of a small stream which flowed near by, 
tlie Indians beckoned to him to come over to them. Instead of 
seconding their wishes, he quietly stole away and secreting 
himself under a log, remained in safety till the danger had 
passed. While in this situation, the enemy in pursuit of hiin 
were at one time standing on the very log which gave him 
concealment, and he learned by their conversation that they 
were resolved to tomahawk him should they find him. After 
going down the river about forty rods further, and capturing a 
young man named Avery, they concluded to return. Coming 
to the house of Tilly Parkhurst, situated about six miles from 
the place where they entered Eoyalton, they fired at his son, 
Phincas, who had just returned fmm the east side of the river, 
whither he had been to spread the alann. Tlie ball entered 
his back, and passing through his body lodged in the skin in 
front. Notwithstanding the wound, being able to ride, he pur- 
sued his eoui-se towards Lebanon, New Hampshire, distant 
sixteen miles, and reached that place in safety, having during 
the whole journey been obliged to support the ball between his 
fingcre to prevent irritation. 

The Indians wha went down on the east side of the river, 
having gone as far as the house of Captain Gilbert, in Sha- 
ron, made captive his nephew, Natlianiel Gilbert, and set 
out on their i*eturn. As they retraced their steps, they fired 
every building within sight, devastated fields, destroyed cattle, 
wasted the garnered crops, and spread desolation and destruc- 
tion with unsparing hand. 

Daniel Uavens — whose escape has been already mentioned — 
as soon as the savages had gone, ventured from his hiding- 
place, and coming to the house of General Stevens, gave notice 
that the Indians were " as thick as the devil," and left tlie 
family to their fate. A boy named Daniel "Waller, who lived 
at the house, hearing that the Indians were coming, started 
immediately to bear the information to the General, but had 
proceeded a short distance only when he was met and captured 
by the foe. Mrs. Stevens, who had received the firet intimation 
of their approach from the terrified Havens, had but just arisen 
from bed with her infant in her arms, wlicn the third party 
who had gone up the river entered the house. Having 
searched the dwelling for men, but without success, they car- 
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ricd tlie beds out of doors, and, cutting them open, threw the 
feathers in tlie air and amused tliemselves by watching tlieir 
eddying convolutions. Alter plundering the house, they bado 
Mi-8. Stevens '^ be gone or tliey would burn." Glad of an o|>« 
portunity to escape, slie hastened with her child to the adjacent 
woods, where she remained until the enemy had left the town. 
After firing die dwelling and barn they passed up the river us 
far OS Mr. Durkeo^s, where tliey took two of his sons, Adam and 
Andrew, prisoners. Attracted by a smoke, they directed their 
coui-se towards it, and finding a young man, named Prinpo 
Haskell, busily engaged in clearing land for a settlement, added 
him to the number of their captives. 

At the house of Elios Curtis they took him and Peter Mason 
prisoners, and commenced the work of plunder. While thus 
engaged, John Sent rode up to tlie door, intending to get his 
hoi*8e shod, but had scarcely dismounted when he was seized by 
the hair of his head and pulled violently over, backwards. A 
man named Cbofibe who was approaching, seeing that Kent 
had been taken, jumped from his horse, and by pursuing u 
course which enabled him to use a blacksmith's shop to cover 
his retreat, effected his escape. lie immediately set out for the 
house of Mr. Ilendee, where ho lived, and on reaching it gave 
notice of the on-coming danger. Ilendee, having directed his 
wife to take her little boy about seven years old, and lier 
daughter still younger, and hasten to the house of a neighbor, 
started to go to Bethel for the pui*pose of giving the alarm at 
the fort. Mrs. Ilendee had not proceeded far when she was 
met by a party of Indians who deprived her of her son. 
Anxious for his fate she asked what they intended to do with 
him. They told her they should '^ make a soldier of iiiiii," and 
then huiried him away, while the weeping mother listened to 
his cries for help, as he vainly endeavored to free himself from 
the grasp of his savage masters. Having returned to the house 
of Mr. Havens with tlieir prisoners and plunder, they divided 
the latter between the different members of the party, and, 
having set fire to the house and barn, started for Canada, 
between two and three o'clock in the afternoon. Crossing the 
hills in Tunbridge, lying west of the first branch of AVhitc river, 
they proceeded to Randolph, in which town they encamped on 
the banks of the second branch of White river, having gone the 
distance of ten miles. 

As the attack had been so sudden and unexpected, the 
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inhnbifaiits lind not only been nnablo to combine for resistance, 
bnt had in many cases, through terrible fear, failed to exert the 
ordinary means of self-preservation. So many hom*s had now 
])a8sed since the first appearance of tlie Indians, that the alarm 
Iiad spread far and near, and had caused tlie most intense agi- 
tation. As tlie news was borne through the villages that border 
the banks of tlie Connecticut, tlie bold father and the impetu- 
oufl son, tlie hired laborer and tlie flourishing farmer, all who 
could be spared witli safety, left their firesides and homes with- 
out furtlier warning, and marched directly to the scene of 
]>Iunder and devastation. By evening several hundreds of 
resolute men had collected at the place where the attack wab 
first commenced, ready to adopt such measures as the emergency 
demanded. 

Here a company was organized, and Col. John House, of 
Uanover, New Hampshire, who had served several campaigns 
in the continental aiTiiy, was chosen commander. In the dark 
nc88 of midnight, through a waste wilderness, " guided by a few 
marked trees amidst the logs, rocks, and hills, with which the 
country abounded," tliis undisciplined corps began their march 
in quest of the savage army. Continuing their pursuit with 
ardor, they reached the spot where the last houses had been 
dcsti-oyed, and, becoming aware that they were approaching the 
enemy, proceeded with more caution. Tlie Indians had placed 
their sentries nearly half a mile in the rear of their encamp- 
ment, at a spot 'situated a few rods from the river. Near this 
spot was a small hill, and by the side of tlie adjacent path stood 
a number of large trees behind which were posted tiie Indian 
guards. A large log was tlie only bridge provided for crossing 
the river, and this served for foot-passengers only. Some of 
House's men were mounted, others were on foot, and their pre- 
carious situation at the river rendered it necessary for tliem to 
observe the utmost circumspection. Tlie front guard passed 
the log and the Indian sentries in safety. About one third of 
the main body had crossed the stream, and the van had arrived 
within a few yards of the enemy's guards, when they were fired 
on from behind the trees and one man was wounded.* 

* The person wonnded on ibis occasion was Cliarles Tilden. He wofi a resi- 
dent of Dresden, a certain district in Now Ilampshire, belonging to Dartmoutb 
CoHegc, wliich was then known by this name. Among tlie MSS. in the office of 
the Secretary of the state of Vermont is a petition for a pension, signed by 
diaries Tildcn, dated January 30th, 1782, in which it is stated, "that on the 
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Tlie fire was returned by the Americans. One of tlio Indians 
was killed and two were wounded. The sentries tlien left their 
ambush and ran off to the Indian camp, while House's men 
advanced a little further and tlien formed themselves within 
three hundred yards of die enemy's rendezvous and awaited tlio 
approach of day. ^^ Great consternation," observes Williams, 
^' now prevailed among die savages. Much fatigued, and in a 
profound slumber after one of dieir ravenous suppers, the ulariii 
filled them with fear and confusion." Sut they were not de- 
ficient in stratagem, nor destitute of policy. Taking one of their 
prisoners named Kneeland, an aged man, they sent him to the 
Americans, with the infonuation that the Indians wouUl 
instandy put all the captives to death, should an attack bo 
made. To Giles Gibbs and Joseph Kneeland die rage of the 
savages had already proved fatal. The former, expecting that 
his friends would relieve him and his companions, had refuseil 
to march. He was afterwards found with a tomahawk buried 
deep in his head. The latter was killed and scalped to avenge 
the deatli of die Indian who had been shot by the Americans. 
As soon as the old man, Kneeland, bad been sent to the cainp 
of the pursuers, die Indians renewed dieir flight widi the 
utmost expedition, leaving at their encampment, a. largo 
quantity of the plunder, and neai'ly all the horses diey had 
taken. Having placed their best warriors in the rear to cover 
their retreat, diey crossed White river, early on the morning 
of the 17th, proceeded up the west bank, and having made 
prisoner of Zadock Steele, who resided in the north part of 
Randolph, passed through the west part of Bix>okfield, and on 
reaching Berlin encamped on Dog river, not many miles 
from the place where the capital of die state is now located. 
To secure the captives more effectually at night, a rope was 
passed ai*ound dieir bodies as they lay upon the ground, and 
between each of them and upion die rope was })laccd an Indian. 
By this device no two 9f die prisoners were allowed to lie toge- 
ther, and attempt at escape was rendered useless. 

» * ■ ■ 

alarm when Royalton wat destroyed in October, 1780, he lerTed as a sergeant ia 
the company of mUitia under tlie command of Capt Sam. MoClure, in pursuit of 
the enemy, and being detached with a reconnoitcring party feU in with, and wos 
fired on by the enemy's guard, by which he was wounded, by receiving a 
poisoned ball through his arm, by which he was rendered unable to do any kind 
of business for two montlis ; that he was the only person wounded in the party 
who pursued the enemy on this occnsion," d:c 
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Continuing their course down Dog river, the party struck 
Onion river, along which they passed until they reached Lake 
Chaniplain on the 20tli. Ilere tlie Lidians found the batteaux 
in which they had come on their march to Royalton. Em- 
barking in these, they with their captives commenced their 
journey down the Lake, and after stopping at Qrand Isle and 
the Isle aux Noix, reached St. John's on the 22d, having been 
nearly seven days on the route. On the following day tlie 
captives were taken to Caughnawaga, where many of them 
were temi)orarily adopted by the Indian families resident at 
that place. After remaining in this condition for a few weeks,* 
they were taken to Montreal in the latter part of November, 
and were there sold to the British as prisoners of war " for a 
half Joe" each. Of the twenty-five who were carried away, 
one, Adam Durkcc, died while in captivity. Twenty-three 
were exchanged or redeemed, and returned to their friends 
during the ensuing summer. Tlie remaining prisoner, Zadock 
Steele, after enduring a long confinement and being subjcctxid 
to many hardships, finally effected his escape, and reached the 
home of his parents in Ellington, Connecticut, on the 17th 
of October, 1782, just two years from the day on which he was 
taken by the Indians at Randolph. 

After receiving the message from the Indians in which they 
declared that they would destroy their captives should an 
attack be attempted ; House and his men determined to abide 
where they were until morning. It was then discovered that 
the enemy had left their encampment. Notwithstanding this 
discovery, the company marched about five miles further to 
Brookfield. Finding all tilings quiet at this place, and judging 
that pursuit would be useless, tliey retraced their steps and 
retunied to their homes. In commenting upon the conduct of 
House and his men, Williams observes, they " lost the opportu- 
lity of attacking tlie enemy to advantage, by their caution and 
delay." In his account of the " Bui*ning of Royalton," Steele 
remarks of House, '^ had he possessed courage and skill ade- 
quate to the duties of his station, he might have defeated the 
enemy, it is thought, without the least difficulty, and made 
them all prisoners." To one acquainted with the facts as they 
have been transmitted by those who have written on the 
subject, these conclusions appear to be far from just. Con- 
vereant with the Indian character ; aware, that to a savage the 
name of foe is a warrant for any deed of cruelty ; satisfied that 
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in tho present instance, nothing wonid be spared by the enemy 
to prevent a defeat in case an attack should be made ; and 
unwilling that the captives should be sacrificed through any 
vain desire of his own for a victory, which to say the least, he 
was not sure of gaining, House refused to lead his men in a 
contest, whose result would have been tlie certain murder of 
twenty-five persons, and, without doubt, the slaughter of many 
of his own men. We are told diat 

" The better part of valor b— ditcretioiL* 

Judged by this maxim,, Ool. House at once assumes the 
character of the prudent soldier. Viewed in the light of a 
noble humanity, his conduct appears in die highest degree 
praiseworthy and magnanimous. 

Upon a review of the losses of the day, it was found that the 
Indians had burned one house in Tunbridge, two houses in 
Sharon, twenty-one in Royalton, several in Randolph, and six- 
teen new bams variously located, which were filled with hay 
and grain ; that Uiey had slaughtered about one hundred and 
fifty bead of neat cattle, and all the sheep and swine they could 
find ; and had destroyed all tlie household funiiture which they 
could not take with them. As on other occasions, so now, 
their attachment to devastation and plunder was unabated. 
Tlie packs with which they laded their captives on their retreat 
from Royalton, were filled with plunder of every kind. Axes, 
hoes, pots, kettles, shovels, tongs, sickles, scythes, and chains 
were mingled in almost inextricable confusion ; and the backs 
of many of the party supported old side-saddles, bed-ticks, 
warming-pans, plates, looking-glasses, frying-pans, spidei-s, and 
many farming implements — as well as household utensils. In 
tlieir conduct, the Indians in this inroad displayed less of tho 
savage character than is usual on such occasions. As a general 
rule diey were eager to take as captives the young men and 
those who were in middle life ; but they did not seem desirous 
either to carry off the women or female children, or to commit 
violence, except in extraordinary cases. After they had 
burned the house of John Hutchinson, they evinced a kind of 
savage satire, by giving his wife a hatchet and a fiint, together 
with a quarter of mutton, and bidding her ^^go and cook for 
her men." On reaching the dwelling of Elias Curtis, they 
broke into his wife's apartment, and having discovered !Mrs. 
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Citrtis who liad just nrisen, for it wna yet early morning, one 
of the Lid Inns seized her by the throat, and brandiBhing a large 
knife was apparently intending to destroy her, when his atten- 
tion was arrested by a string of gold beads which she wore 
a1)ont her neck. More avaricious than cruel, his knife de- 
scended only to part the string on which they were collected, 
and Mrs. Curtis, although no lioinanist, was actually saved by 
her beads. 

During the destruction of Royalton, two women who had been 
aroused from sleep by tlie appearance of a number of tlic Indians, 
who entered their dwelling in the grey of morning, were so 
much terrified at tlio sight, that losing for a time their self-com- 
mand, they went out of doors, clad only in their night garments, 
and stood motionless by tlie side of their dwellings until the In- 
flirtiis brought them their clothing. Aroused from their stupor 
of fear by this act of kindness, they put on their apparel, and, 
talking two or three small children and a young woman with 
them, fled to the woods. One woman residing in the western 
l>art of the same town, was sufficiently courageous to reproach 
the savages for their conduct in disti'essing females and children, 
and in a taunting manner, told tliem, that '^ if tliey had the 
spirits and souls of men," they would cross Wliite river, and 
attack the fort at Bethel. They bore her remarks with patience, 
their only reply being, " Squaw should not say too much." 
After plundering one of the houses, the Indians had carried the 
])illage and piled it in a heap before the door. As they stood 
around it, selecting such articles as they liked best, a woman 
chanced to espy lier gown amid the mass, and forthwith took 
it. lT|>on this an Indian, who claimed her as his captive, club- 
bed liis gun and knocked her down. Recovering from the 
efTects of the blow, she waited till her master had carried the 
gc)wn to another heap, and had become engaged in adding to 
tlie ])lundcr already collected. She then rtpproached the i>ilo 
which was surrounded by the savage crowd, and seizing her 
gown the second time, succeeded in bearing it away, holding 
at the same time, one child in her arms, and leading another 
by the hand. 

13ut the exploits of Mre. TIcndce mark her as the heroine of 
the occasion. After the attack had been made upon her hus- 
band's houRO, she, by his advice, started for a neighboring 
dwelling with her little boy and girl. While on the road she 
was met by a party of Indians who took her son, but left her 
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daughter with her. Possessing '^ uncommon rcsohition, and 
great presence of mind," she determined to rescue her son from 
the hands of his captora. Taking her little girl by the hand, 
she proceeded down the river on foot, until she discovered a 
large body of Indians stationed on the opposite shore. AVisliing 
to find tlie officer in command, she sot out to ci*068 the river, 
and was preparing to ford the stream, wlien she was met by an 
Indian who by signs asked her whither she was going. Having 
made known to him her intentions, he in a fit of good humor 
or gallantry, or perhaps both, ofiered to take her over on liis 
back. She refused his proposal, but allowed him to carry her 
child. The little girl protested against this proceeding, declar- 
ing that ^' she didn't want to ride the old Indian," but becoming 
reconciled to her steed, Uie tlireo entered the water. They 
had gone nearly half across the stream, when tlio current be- 
coming more rapid, tlie polite Indian in order to reassure Mrs. 
Hendee, patted her on the shoulder, and signified to her his 
readiness to assist her to tlie oilier side when ho had taken her 
child over, provided she would wait upon a rock near by, 
whose surface was above the water. Tliis time she did not 
reject his offer. Clambering up on the rock, she there remain- 
ed until he returned. True to his word he then took her pick- 
back, and carrying her to the other side, landed her as he had 
her daughter, in safety. 

Hastening to Ilorton, she implored him to restore her child. 
Slie was informed that he would not be hurt, but witli othera 
would be trained as a soldier. HI satisfied with this reply, she 
continued her pious importunity, until the British lieutenant 
assured her that he would release him. On the arrival of the 
company in whose charge the boy had been placed, Ilorton pre- 
vailed on tlie Indians to give him up to his mother. Having been 
successful in this undertaking, she endeavored to procure the 
release of some of her neighbors' children. At this juncture, 
she was compelled by the cniel threats and actions of one of 
the savage party, again to relinquish her son. A second time 
did she appeal to Horton for aid, and again succeeded in libe- 
rating her offspring. She now set out on her return, having in 
her charge Iier own little girl, and eight boys, whose freedom 
she had obtained. On reacliing the stream, Mi-s. Hendee car- 
ried two of the chiUlren across it on her back, one at a time, as 
she a little while before had been borne by the Indian. The 
rest forded the river together, their arms being placed around 
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oncli other's necks, tlint they might the hotter withstnnd the 
force of the current. She was welcomed with great joy oii her 
return, and for many years after lived to receive the oft-repeated 
thanks of those whose children she had been the instrument of 
releasing from a captivity whose terrors were akin to the terrore 
of death. 

During the succeeding winter, the sufferera by this sad cala- 
mity, found A shelter in the homes of their more fortunate 
neighbors and friends, and experienced a sympathy which was 
l)cculiar]y grateful to tliem, when compared with tlie treatment 
they had received from the savage foe.* 

Warned by the destruction of Royalton, the inhabitants of 
Cumberland county assembled in their respective towns to 
take measures for the promotion of the common safety, and tlic 
more eftcctual protection of the settlements. TIiq result of 
these meetings was an underetanding that every able-bodied 
man should hold himself in readiness at a minute's warning, 
both for particular and general defence. In the midst of tliese 
l)roceediiig8 the community were alai*med by reports of the 
presence of hostile bands of Indians within tlie state. An 
excellent oi)portunity was now afforded for the exercise of that 
activity which had been declared essential to the safety of life 
and ]>roperty. Not confined to the locality at which it began, 
the alarm pervaded the southern part of the county, and was 
tlie mostextensive panic experienced in Vermont during the war. 

Tlie last day of October was glorious in autumnal beauties, 
and the bright sim, as he pursued his way through the cloudless 
heavens, glanced at the dying leaves of the ended summer, 
and tinged their changing forms with the hues of the rdinbow.f 
Favored by the weather, a party of gentlemen were engaged in 



* In a little work entitled " Tlie Indian Captive ; or a Narrative of the Cap- 
tivity and Suflferings of Zodock Steele,** printed at Montpclicr, in 1818, the hard- 
filii|Ni of one of tlie prisoners taken at the bnming of Royalton, during a con- 
finement of tvo years, are described by himself in a quaint and entertaining 
manner. From **An Account of the Burning of Royalton* prefixed to this 
"Narralive,** many of the facts stated in the text, have been taken. Frequent 
reference lins also been had to Williams's Hist Vt , Ed. 2d, ii. 285-242. 

f l1ioni|i9on snyp, in one account, that this alann occurred " a few days after 
the burning of Royalton;*' in another, "on the 25th of November,** and in a 
third, " on the eve of the last day of October,'* and in a note calls attention to 
a discrepancy in the date?. The date in the text rests on the authority of the 
rciHjarches of the Rev. Kphrnim II. Newton, embodied in his MS. " History of the 
Town of Marlljorough." 
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Burveying tlie lands which border the margin of Grassy Bi*ook, 
in the town of Brookline. Wliile tlius occupied, they were seeii 
by some sportsmen who were hunting on Putney " AVcst Hill." 
Que of the latter, named Eced, who had often boasted of his 
ability to imitate the Indian war-whoop, took this occasion to 
display his peculiar vocal powers, and substantiated his vaunt 
by giving and repeating again and again the shriek of the 
savage, with an accuracy terrible as reality. Startled by the 
feailul sound, the surveyors collected their instruments, and 
ma<le a precipitate retreat, announcing the appi*oach of the 
Indians to all whom they met Two men who were cutting 
wood in a remote part of tlie town of Athens, heard the shrill 
cries, and, imagining them to be the yells of Indians, quitted 
their work, and with true benevolence spread the alarm in all 
directions. Tlie dread of the savage foe and the recollection 
of tlie fearful scenes which had been so lately witnessed gave 
rise to the most awful apprehensions. Tlie idea of awaiting the 
appearance of the enemy was not for a moment entertained. 
To prepare for defence was deemed useless. Flight presented 
the only means of safety, and this means was instantly adopted 
by all who received the terrible tidings. The cattle were left 
in the stalls, dwtsllings were deserted, and the last look was 
taken nt homes which, it was supposed, were never again to bo 
recognised save in the ashes of their ruin. AVonien with their 
infant children mounted the few horses that were to be had, and 
rode oft* with desperate speed, leaving those who were more hardy 
to follow on foot. So frightful Wiis the panic, that in some 
instances teams were left harnessed in the fields, ovens which 
were being heated were allowed to grow cool at leisure, and 
victuals which were being cooked were permitted to take their 
chances at the blazing hearthstones.* As the terrified, inhabit- 
ants hastened their perilous flight, dangers seemed to thicken 
around them, and ^^ to their bewildered imaginations every 
noise became the yell of the savage, and every n)ck and every 
tree of tlie forest a lurking place for the cruel foe." 

During the pleasant day the ^^ industrious inhabitants " of 
Kewfane had been busily engaged in clearing land, and collecting 
in piles the brushwood and old logs, to be burned. As evening 
came on, lowering clouds began to gather, and soon the snow 

* "Jonathan Perham and family decamped in tuch linstc tlint tlicy left tlicir 
oren boating and Uieir oxon tied to a tree.** Tliompson'a Vt, Part IIL [>. 0. 
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coiiiinciicccl falling. Tlio opportunity was favorable for com- 
pleting the day's work Biiccessfully. Tlie lingo heaps were fired, 
and the diligent farmers heard with satisfaction the crackluig of 
the dry 1)ongh8, and watched with pleasure the brilliant masses 
of light which flamed upward amid the thick black smoke. 
Tlio fugitives from the supposed enemy, as they turned for a mo- 
ment in their distressing flight, and gazed at the strange fires, 
which, seen through the falling snow, glared with unnatural and 
baleful splendor, were now convinced that the Indians had pillaged 
the deserted dwellings, and wrapped them in one common con- 
flagration. Tlie report was spread tlirough the neighboring 
towns that ^^ every log house in the pleasant vales and upon the 
heights of Newfane" and Athens had been destroyed, and the 
fearful question followed as to where the next blow would fall. 
In the nu)re distant towns watches were set, dwellings were 
guarded, firelocks were loaded, ammunition was prepared, and 
means of escape were provided in case defence should fail. 
Slcej) was a stranger to every eye, and the whole night was spent 
in expectation of the approach of the merciless foe. 

Tlie alarm having reached Dummerston, Captain Myrick sent 
a letter by express to Colonel Sargeants of Brattleborough, witli 
the information tliat the enemy had reached Newfane. Tlie 
energetic Colonel gave immediate notice to Mi\ Stockwell, who 
resided in the eastern part of Marlborough, to call out tlie town 
militia for the puq)ose of repulsing the Tories and Indians. On 
the 1st of November, general orders were issued for the soldiero 
to rendezvous, and for the families to avoid tlie enemy as best 
they could. Companies from Westminster, Brattleborough, and 
Marlborough, were soon en route for the place whence the alarm 
had proceeded. Tlie snow which had fallen during the night 
now lay deep upon the ground, and the trees were so heavily 
laden as to bend in every direction. Ilaving gone tliree miles 
on the road to Newfane, the soldiers became satisfied tliat 
neither Tories nor Indians could so far surmoimt the obstruc- 
tions which nature was so bountifully providing, as to extend 
their ravages, and forthwith returned home. Meanwhile com- 
panies from Halifax and from Colrain in Massachusetts, had 
assembled at Brattleborough, but, owing to the disbelief which 
began now to prevail in regard to the presence of the enemy, 
they pi*occeded no further. Others who had set out from points 
nearer to the supposed scene of teiTor, marched into a deserted 
town, and entered fureaken but unharmed houses, having found 
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nothing to hinder their advance sayo the deepening snows of a 
Vermont winter. 

The alarm reached Mai*lborongh in the afternoon of the day 
on which it began. Notwithstanding the severity of the storm, 
women and childi*en left their houses, assembled near the centre 
of the town, and commenced tlieir march soutli, headed by their 
pastor, the Eev. Gersliom C. Lyman and his friend Col. Zadock 
Granger. Their progress was slow, and after advancing a few 
miles they were obliged to stop and obtain shelter for the night. 
Tliose from Athens who had fled east had received accessions 
to their number in their journey, and on reaching Putney, tlieir 
party amounted to between two hundred and three hundred. 
Some of the sick and infirm had been brought a short distance, 
but the desire of peraonal safety had mastered the virtue of 
self-sacrifice, and they had been left at places which afturded 
shelter, and where they might, it was hoped, escape the notice of 
tlie foe. Having reached Westmoreland on the east bank of the 
Oonnecticut, the wearied and terror-stricken fugitives halted. 
On their way thither, they had paused for a moment at the 
dwelling of Noah Sabin Sen., ^n Putney, and had found him 
quietly engaged in his accustomed avocations. To him they re- 
lated tlieir tale of terror, but ho discredited the story which they 
told and refused to be frightened by what he deemed improbable. 
£ver since tlie time when, as judge by the authority of the King, 
Mr. Sabin at the fatal occurrence of the '^ AYestminster IMas- 
sacre," had refused to act any other part than that which became 
a loyal subject of Great Britain, he hud been considered an 
avowed adherent to the New York jurisdiction, and had been 
regarded by many as a sui)i>orter of the royal cause. His digni- 
fied calmness on an occasion like this, when fear gave wings to 
flight, aroused tlie suspicions of the fugitives. He was forthwith 
denounced as a friend of the national enemy, and the belief 
prevailed that a secret understanding existed between him and 
the Indians. Many were the curses which were heaped upon 
him as tlie angiy multitude pressed onward to escape the dreaded 
foe and the man whom they now deemed no better than a Tory. 

When the intelligence of the following day had (lissipate<l 
their terrors, preparations were made for a return, but the snow 
of the night previous had blocked up the roads, which at the 
best were but poor, and had rendered them almost impassable. 
Overcome with toil and exposure, many of the sufferers were 
invited to enter the hos])itable mansion of him who a fow 
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liours before lincl been the object of their bitterest invective and 
abuse. Here tbey were furnished with food and clothing, and 
in other ways received such assistance as their necessities re- 
quired. The effect of this kind treatment was to remove from 
the minds of all every idea of treachery on tlie part of Judge 
Babin, and, though lie might still favor tlie jurisdiction of New 
York upon tlio " Grants," lie was never again accused of uji- 
hoUling the cause of Great Britain. Tlie " brave soldieiy " of 
Marlborough, when the alarm was proved groundless, "with 
undaunted courage pursued their wives and children," as the 
reverend chronicler, Mr. Newton, quaintly observes, "and 
bringing them in triumph as the fairest achievements and no- 
blest trophies of victory, took possession of their dwellings, and 
exchanged the purauits of war for the sweet enjoyments of do- 
mestic peace."* 

• Thompwn's Vt Part IL pp. 70, 71 : Part IIL pp. 6, 111, Ma lllvt Mwlbo 
rough. 
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of the southern Towns in Windham County to the Now York Legislature — 
Convention of the same Towns — ^Vermont Militia Law — ^The Republic of Guil- 
ford— The Constancy of its Citizens to the interests of Now York — William 
Shattuck— The Triumph of the Yorkers. 

Failing in their efforts to obtain assistance either at home or 
on the floor of Congress in resisting the demands of Yermont, 
tlie inhabitants of Cumberland county who owed allegiance to 
Now York were now ready to adopt other measures for ensuring 
their personal and political safety. By a resolution of Oongrcss 
passed on the 27th of September, 1780, the further consideration 
of the question respecting the jurisdiction of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants had been postponed ; and the prospect of a settle- 
ment seemed, after the discussions of many months, to be no 
nearer than at the outset. At this juncture a majoiity of the 
inhabitants of the towns in the western portion of New Ilamp- 
shire, expressed a wish to be received into union with Yennont. 
A proposition for the establishment of a jurisdiction of another 
character, was at the same time promulged by the New York 
adherents residing in Cumberland and Qloucester counties, and 
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II convention of town comniittccs fi*om tlio former county was 
enllecl on tlic Slst of October. On this occasion Luke Knowlton, 
Ililkiuli Grout, Oliver Lovell, Col. John Sargeants, MicaliTown- 
Rondyl^faj. Jonathan Hunt, Simon Stevens, Charles Phelps, Ben- 
jamin llenr)', James Clay, Maj. Elkanah Day, Tliomas Cutler 
and J]arzillai Kice, were appointed a committee to take into consi- 
floration the feasibility of a new government, and to meet such 
persons as should be authorized to consult upon the same question 
1»3' a convention or committeoof the pooplei of Gloucester coimty 
on the west, and Gratlon County on the east side of Connecticut 
river. Hie design of Cumberland county in these, procoodingsj 
M-as^to devise and cany: into execution such measures*' aa 
should be deemed best calculated "to unite in one political body 
all the inhabitants from ilason's grant on the east to the height 
of land on the west side the feaid river." Tlie idea thus brought 
forward of establishing the western line of a new district at the 
ridge of the Green Mountains, manifested clearly Uie unwilling- 
iiess of the New York adherents to acknowledge the jurisdiction 
of Vermont, provided they could ensure their own safety in any 
other way.* 

Delegations from three . counties having by previous agree- 
ment mot on the 8th of November, at Charlcstown, New 
Ilam]>Bhire, measures were taken to learn the sentiments of the 
inhabitants residing in the towns included in the district which 
it was proposed to establish. Until the result of this inquiiy 
should be declared, ultimate action was postponed. Desinius 
of engaging in the union, the towns in the county of Cheshire, 
New IIam]>shire, sent delegates to a meeting which was held at 
Wftlpole, on the 16tli of November. On this occasion,a commit- 
tee of live were appointed to confer with gentlemen from any of 
the towns on the " Grants " on the subject of establishing the 
jurisdiction of that district Tlie result was a general meeting 
of representatives from the counties of Cumberland, Gloucester, 
Cheshire and Grafton. Tlie project of a union of the towns 
bordering the Connecticut, in Vermont and New Hampshire, 
was freely discussed, rtnd various arguments were alleged in 
support of the right to' establish the territory designated, as a 
separate aiid indepertdent state. That time might be given for 
reflection, and that the people— the source of power — might l>e 
consulted before any decisive step should be taken, lettere w^ere 

• RladcVVt state rapcr«, pp. 122, 123, 124. Journals of Am. Congress, Sopt 
I2tli-27th, 1780. Pingrjr MSS. 
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sent from this meeting of the counties, inviting the attendance 
of representatives from all the towns interested, at a convention 
to be held at Charlestown on the third Tuesday of January, 1781.* 
On organizing the convention which assembled in purauancc 
of this call, it was found that there were present, representatives 
frpm forty-tliree towns. The primaiy object of the assembly 
was declared to be, the formation of a union of the whole of the 
^^ Grants," consolidated upon such principles as tlie majority 
should think best. A committee of twelve from the counties of 
Cumberland, Gloucester, Grafton and Cheshire wore appointed 
to confer with tlio General Assembly of Vermont at their next ses- 
sion on the subject of this union, and a declaration of the views 
of the convention in regard to the propriety and legality of the 
proposed measures, was at tlie same time drawn up and publish- 
ed. Tlie proceedings of the convention were not, however, unani- 
mous, the members from eight Kew Hampshire towns entering 
their protest against diem. During the two following months, 
extraordinary efforts were made to effect the consolidation, and 
on the 6th of April, thirty-five representatives, from as many 
towns in the western part of New Ilampshire, took their seats in 
the General Assembly of the state of Vermont In addition to 
the terms agreed to by the New Hampshire towns and the state 
of Vermont in view of this union, it was settled in regard to 
the towns in Cumberland and Gloucester counties which should 
join in the consolidation, that a general and full act of oblivion 
should be passed by the Ix^gislature of Vermont in behalf of 
those persons who, on the Ist of October, 1780, although residing 
in Vermont were avowed subjects of New York ; that all judg- 
ments against them for fines and foi*feitures on account of their 
opposition to the authority of Vermont should be annulled ; that 
no judgments should be hereafter rendered against them for any 
state offences committed before the time above specified ; and 
that no civil suits should be hereafter maintained against them 
for trespasses perpetrated previous to the time aforesaid. Tlie 
representation from Cumberland and Gloucester counties in the 
Vermont Legislature was not increased in consequence of the 
consolidation. The only immediate effect of the proceeding, in 
Eastern Vermont, was to .beget a more kindly feeling towards 
the self-created state, in the minds of those who were almost 
ready to refuse any longer to yield allegiance to New York. 

• SliUle'i yt state Papers, pp. 126, 127. 
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Soon nftor tlio completion of tlic Enstcm Union, as it was 
called, Bonio of the inlinl)! rants residing in that part of New 
York sitnated north of a line drawn west as far as Hudson river, 
in continuation of the nortliem boundary of Massachusetts, and 
between Hudson, river and the western boundary of Vermont^ 
who had asked to be admitted within the limits of Vermont, 
received an answer favorable to their petition. On the 16th of 
June representatives from ten towns took tlieir places in the 
Assembly of Vermont, and the Western Union was declared a 
constituent portion of the state. During the few months tliat 
these [Jnions were considered as a port of Vennont, tlioy were a 
source of continual trouble and expense. Happy was the hour, 
when on the 23d of February, 1Y82, die unfortunate connections 
were dissolved, and the revolted districts were left free to return 
to their right and natural jurisdictions.* 

Another important act of the February session, was the sub- 
division of Uie counties of Cumberland and Bennington. Since 
March, 1778, the former on the east and the latter on tlie west 
side of the Green Mountains, had comprised within tlieir com- 
bined linn'ts the whole state. On the 16th of February, Cumber- 
land was divided into three counties. To Windham county on 
the south wcix) assigned limits which, with the exception of 
a few changes on the western line, arc the same as at present. 
A similar qualification being made in respect to the western line 
of Windsor county, the same statement may be made with 
regard to its limits as tlien constituted, and as now preserved. 
(Jratige county comprised all the land lying between the north 
line of Windsor county and the forty-fifth parallel of north lati- 
tiule, and extended from Connecticut river on the east to a line 
connnencing at a i)oint near Lake Memphramagog, fifty miles 
from the centre of the " deepest channel " of Lake Clmmplain ; 
and ninning thence south to the north-east comer of the town of 
Worcester ; thence south on the east lines of the town of Worces- 
ter, Middlesex, and Berlin, to tl)c south-east comer of the latter 
town ; thence on a straight line to the north-west comer of Tun- 
bridge ; thence on the west line of Tunbridgo to the south-west cor- 
ner of that town, at which place it struck the north boundary of 
AV^i ndsor county. To attempt to describe accurately the alterations 
which were continually made in the county lines which stretched 



• S1a(le*s Vt state Papers, pp. 12R-U1, 16». rnpcre relating to Vt Contio 
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thr6ng1i the longtii of tlio stato; now on tlio western, anon on 
tlio eastern dope of the Qreeil Mountains, and sonietinics on itd 
very ridge, would be to undertake' a task as difficult as it would 
prove practically useless. As has been ah*eady remarked, the 
more mountainous portions of the state were for yeai*s unsettled, 
and for this reason a description of them would add no value to an 
historical narration. On account of the addition of the Eiisteru 
Union, Orange and Windsor counties were temporarily enlarged. 
By an act of the General Assemblyi passed in April, 1781, all tlio 
lands within Vennonton the east side of Connecticut river, " lying 
and being opposite the coupty of Orange," were annexed to 
that' county. With the county of Windsor was incorporated 
the new territory on the opposite side of the river, south of that 
which had been added to Orange county, and north of the north 
lines of the towns ot Claremont, Newport, Unity and Wcndall. 
Tlie remaining district, situated to the south of these towns, Wiis 
erected into a county by the name of Washington. When in 
tlie beginning of the next year the Eastern Union was dissolved, 
the counties resumed the limits which had been assigiied them 
previous to the consolidation.* • 

During the whole of the war of the revolution, Vermont, 
especially the eastern section, was but rarely subjected to 
extended or disastrous incursions of the English or their Cana- 
dian allies. Very pften, however, scouting parties would 
enter houses under cover of night, either for the ])urpoBe of 
plunder, or of taking some American whose strenuous opposition 
to the King of Great Britiiin had marked him as a dangerous per- 
son. Among those who had long been noted as zealous patriots, 
GcH. Jacob Bayley and Col. Tliomas Johnson of Newbnr}'^ were 
])reeminent. Tlie former not only possessed great inflnence with 
his own countrymen, but was regarded l)y the neighboriui^ 
Indians as a fatlier. • Serving as quarter-master-general for the 
troops stationed at and about Newb'uiy, ho never failed Ut 
engiige m any honorable enterpHse which :might scrVe to 
advance the interests of the comihoii cause. : Alargb i-cward 

was offered by the British for liis person. -Many were' the plans 

• 

- * Journals GeiicnUAiscmbly.Vt SlotWaYt State Papers, p. 427. OiitliclUtli 
of February, 1781, by nnnct of thoQoncral Assembly .Wiudhf^iii county wnsiliyiilml 
into hiilf-shircs, called respectively Westminster and ^larlborougli, and the court:i 
were held iilternntely iii the shire-towns of the same name. Windsor county was 
constituted a shire by itself, and the town of Windsor was tho shire-town. hi 
Orange couhty, the sliire-towns of Thetfoinl and Norwich were situated within the 
half-shires of the same name. 
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arranged for Ins capture, and equally numerous were the fail- 
ures of tlic attempts made to take him. Col. Johnson was also a 
man whose influence upon the circle in which he moved, was 
such as to excite the fears of the enemy. By order of Qen. 
Lincoln, he, at the head of a volunteer company, had in Septem- 
ber, 1777, proceeded towai-ds Ticonderoga for the purpose of 
diverting the attention of tlie enemy, while Colonel I3rown was 
engagdl in releasing the American prisoners at Lake Qeorge. 
Not only did he succeed in this undertaking, but in connection 
with others, assisted in recoveritig many im]>ortant stations on 
Lake Champlain, in liberating mbrd tlian.onp hundred Ameri-. 
cauR, and in capturing : two hundred and ninety-tlii*ee of the 
enemy. Of these prisoners, a hundred had been placed in his 
charge. Instead of securing them near the Lake, he had 
marclied them back into tlie country where they would not 
be liable to be retaken, and where provisions could be more 
readily obtained. By this and other acts Col. Johnson had 
greatly ti-oubled the British, who now eagerly sought for an 
opportunity to make him their prisoner. He succeeded, how* 
ever, in eluding their vigilance until the 6pring of 1781, when 
he was taken in the following manner. 

Having contracted to erect a grist-mill in the townof Pea- 
cliain, situ«itcd fifteen miles northwest 6f Newbury, Col. Johnson 
Bct out from the latter place on the 5th of March, 1781^ taking 
with him two mill-stones. Owing to the lameness of his oxen, 
and a temporary illness with which he waa affected, he was 
<K?cupied three days in performing the journey. On reaching 
Peacham he stopped at tlie house of Deacon Jonatlian Elkins. 
Being awakened on the morning of the 8th, between twelve and 
one o'clock, he arose and found the house surrounded by a 
^)arty of the British,- consisting of eleven .men including Capt 
J'ritchard tlie commander. His fii'st impulse was* to draw on 
his stockings, clear tlie window, and run. But^ befoix) he could 
accomplish this.objec^, tlie mitzzles of two guns were brought 
hi unpleasant proximity to his p(3rson, and he was claimed by 
two men as their prisoner. Surrendering himself as such, and 
haviiig proniieed to give his captore no trouble, he was pciinit- 
ted to accompany fliem without being bound. Jonathan and 
Mo^es' Elkins, sons of the Deacon, and Jacob Page were also 
made captives, but by the intercession' of Johnson, who dis- 
covered among the British two " old acquaintances," Moscp, whc» 
wjis feeble in body, was ]>erinittcd to return after he had pro- 
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ceedod about eight miles. Tnking in their coni'se Laiuoilio 
river, Grand Isle, Point au Fer, and 1! isle an Noix, the party 
reached St. John's on the IStli, after a jonmey of six days. 
Page was immediately sent on to Montreal, hnt of his aitcrlife, 
if he was permitted to live, nothing is known. 

Jonathan, tlien a youth, known afterwards as Col. Elkins, was 
imprisoned at Quebec, and after enduring for eight months tho 
most grievous privations, was sent to England with one hundred 
and fifty otliers. During tlio voyage the prisoners were distri- 
buted tIux)ughout tho fleet with which they sailed, and wero 
obliged to do duty. On arriving at Plymouth, Klkins and his 
fellow-sufferers were confined in tlie old Mill prison, and there 
i-emained from the 0th of February, 1782, until tho 24th of 
June following. During this period they were allowed only two- ' 
thirds tlie rations of common soldiers, and most of them were 
miserably clad. Having been informed of their condition. Dr. 
Franklin, who was then the American minister at France, sent 
to each prisoner, one sliilling sterling per week, which gift was 
of great service in relieving the misery of their condition.* 
deferring to this noble act, and the good results which followed 
it, Col. Elkins wrote : — '' Tliere were among us foily captains 
of vessels, and many others who had some learning ; and when 
we got our shilling a week from Dr. Fmnklin, it was proi>06ed 
that we, who had no learning, should pay four coppera a week 
for schooling, and soon many schools were opened. Among tho 
rest, I pi*ocured paper, pen and ink, and a slate, and paid my 
four coppere a week for tuition. By this means, many who 
could neither read nor write got so much learning, that thc}'^ 
wei"^ capable of transacting business for themselves, and a num- 
ber of us learned the mariner's art, so as to be capable of navi- 
gating a 6hip." Tliis confinement having been brought to an 
end by an exchange of the American prisoners for the captured 
troops of Cornwallis, one thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
three of tlie former were put on board a cartel and sent back to 
the United States. Among this mimber was young Elkins, who 
afterwards returned to his home in Peachiim. 

The treatment which Johnson received during his captivity, 
was far different from that experienced by his unfortunate friend, 
Elkins. lie was regarded by the British as a man who might 

* TliU circumstAnoe b mentioned in the ** Mentoin of Andrew Sherburne " in 
connection witli an account of the old MiU priBon, pp. 18-00. 
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be of great service to them, provided he could be induced to ro- 
iioiince his nllegianco to the United States. For the purpose 
of leading liini to take this step, he was allowed many privi- 
leges not often granted to prisoners, and was treated with great 
urbanity and kindness. While at St. John's, he was allowed a 
camp parole, and was permitted to live with Capt. Sherwood, a 
gentleman noted for the humanity which he unifoi-mly display- 
ed towards those whom the fortune of war placed in his.power. 
Notwithstanding the attentions which he received, his quartera 
were often shifted from St John's to Montreal, from Montreal to 
Chambly, and from Chambly to Tlireo Rivers. At each of 
these places, he was interrogated by different officera as to the 
"views and feelings of the inhabitants of tlie 'Grants,'" and 
as to his own opinions of the prospects of the colonies. Careful 
and guarded in his auswera, he spoke with apparent careless- 
ness of the American cause, but never divulged anything which 
would be of advantage to the enemy or detrimental to his friends, 
lie afterwards ascertained that his answcre were noted by 
those with whom lie conversed, and sent to the commander for 
comparison and inspection. 

On one occasion, a young officer, in whose charge he had 
been placed, had been drinking too freely, and had left a letter 
exposed, which Johnson took the liberty to peruse. It was from 
a person high in command, and expressed a hope that the young 
officer was possessed of " too much sense and intelligence to be 
iini)osed uiK)n by the prisoner." Knowing from this, and other 
circumstances, that his words, as well as actions, were the sub- 
ject of critical examination, Johnson resolved to affect an in- 
difference towards the American cause, trusting that the result 
would prove personally beneficial. In tliis he was not disajv 
lK)iuted. Having been detained a prisoner for seven months, 
lie was finally released on pai-ole, on the 5th of October, having 
firat signed an instrument in which ho pledged his " faith and 
word of honor" to Qen. Ilaldimand that he would " not do or 
say any thing contrary to his Majesty's interest or government;" 
and that, whenever required so to do, he would repair to m hat- 
ever i)lace should be designated by proper authority, and would 
there remain until legally exchanged. After his return to his 
family at Newbury, he would, now and then, receive lettci'S fwm 
his friends in Canada, but was never ordered to change his rcRi- 
dence or to surrender his parole. lie freely communicated his 
views to Gen. Washington in regard to the negotiations which. 
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for a time, were earned on between the British in Canada and 
tlie principal men in Vermont, and althongh mistaken in his 
conclnsions that the state was to become a British province, 
proved himself a trne patriot by the jealousy witli which he re- 
garded an intercourse which, to all but those concerned in it 
wore the aspect of contemplated, if not of incipient, or nearly 
consummated treason. Ilis unpleasant connection with the 
enemy continued iii force by virtue of the agreement he had 
signed, until tlie 20th of January, 1783, when tlie treaty of peace 
released him from his pai*ole of honor, at the same time that it 
gave independence to the United States.* 

On tlie 16th of March,' a few days after the capture of John- 
son and his friends, anotiier alarm was experienced. at New- 
bury, the cause and ch&racter of wbich are not known. It was 
sufficient, however, to excite the apprehensions of Gen. Bayley, 
who immediately ordered the militia from tlie adjacent towns 
to march to the place threatened by invasion. The only re- 
cords of the affair which are known to exist are' the pay-rolls. 
From these it appears that eighteen men from Westminster, 
belonging to tlie companies of Capts. Jesse. Burk and JUichael 
Gilson, but commanded by tlie former, " marched in the alarm^' 
at Newbury, fifteen miles towards that place and returned, hav- 
ing been for three days in service ; diat Oapt. John Mercy of 
Windsor, led twenty-eight of his townsmen twenty-one miles on 
the same errand and then returned, after an absence of three 
days; and that a company of nineteen men, headed by the 
fiercely-named Samuel Stow Savage, performed a journey simi- 
lar in all respects to the last, and brought his gallant followei's 
in safety to their homes.t 

Tlie necessity of establishing the internal government of Ver- 
mont on a firm basis had been deeply felt at the February ses- 
sion of the General Assembly. In order to secure, in part, this 
desired result, the times and places for holding the county 
elections had been selected and ratified by legislative enact- 
ment, and notified to the most important towns. 'At this time 
there resided in Windham county a nuniber of gentlemen of 
ability, who, previoiis to the* year 1776, had been connected 
either as judges, lawyerei or in some subordinate capacity, with 
the established courts. When the power of the King had been 
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declared a nullity, these gentlemen still retaining their loyal 
feelings, had retired from thelBtruggle which ensued, and during 
the six years that followed had, from their seclusion, observed 
with interest the changes which day by day gave a new aspect 
to the political affairs not only of their immediate neighbor- 
howl, but of the whole United States. Tlie time had now como 
when these men must decide between " the King and the Con- 
gress," as the phrase of the times was. Aware that their men- 
tal attainments would give them a place in the new govern- 
ment, and viewing the condition of royalty as doubtftU and 
desperate, they <leclared their willingness to embrace the cause 
of America, and avowed their allegiance to the state of Ver- 
mont. At the elections which were held on tlie 27th of March, 
several of these gentlemen were elected to the highest and most 
important offices of the county. When the result was made 
known, great indignation was felt by those who from the begin- 
ning had resisted the encroachments of Great Britain, and who 
now beheld men who had for years remained neutral raised to 
office, and placed in positions which were justly duo to those 
who had suffered in, and sustained the now triumphing cause. 

Among the ])eople of Rockingham this feeling of dissatisfac- 
tion was manifested in terms most significant. Many of the 
inhabitants of that town had been at Westminster on the night 
of the memorable " massacre," or on the day succeeding that 
event, and had there become penetrated with avei-sion to any- 
thing which bore the insignium of the Crown, and to any per- 
son who derived authority from it. Although illiterate men, 
yet the)' could not acknowledge that to bo justice which should 
grant favors to him who but yesterday had sworn allegiance to 
America, while it neglected the brave soldier who six years ago 
had taken his jflace with eagerness and enthusiasm, among the 
handful whom King George denounced as rebels. Influenced 
by these feelings, they drew up a petition on the 9th of April, 
addressed to Governor Chittenden and to the Ci>uncil of the 
state, remonstrating against the election to oflice of the " friends 
to Ministerial Tirrany and Usurpation," who until within a few 
days had been the " a Vowed Enemies to all authority save that 
Derived from the Crown of Great Britton," and the " known 
Enemies to this and the United States of America." " If tlicre 
is proof wanted of this," they continued, "we will bring in their 
being active in and accc8R<^ry to the slied<ling the first IJlood 
that wjis sliL'd in America to 6iip[)ort Ihittanic Government, at 
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the Horrid and Kever to bo for Qot Mossncro Coinmitted at 
Wostminster Cortt House ontlio Night of the 13th of March, 
1776." Tliey further declared that they could perceive no dif- 
ference "between being hailed to Great Britton for Tryal or 
being Tiyed by tliese Tools amongst our Selves," and asked for 
a new election, or for the retention of die commissions of Noah 
Sabin Jr., as judge of probate ; of John Bridgman, Luke 
Knowlton, and Benjamin Burt, as judges of the county couit; 
of Oliver Lovell and Elias Olcott as justices of the peace ; and 
of Jonathan Hunt, as high sheriff, in order that tlio petitionera 
might have an opi)ortunity " to Enter a proper Impeachment 
and prove that Said persons are Not onely Disqualleficd for hold- 
ing any public Station By their own bad Oonduct but Cannott 
be freemen of tlie State of Vermont by the Constitution tIiei*oof." 
To this paper were appended about fifty signatures written in 
scrawls, as ragged as the composition of the document was 
unique. 

Oh tlie 12lih of April, and before the presentation of the 
Ilockingham petition, a remonstrance similar in import, signed 
by Leonard Spaulding and a number of the inhabitants of Duni- 
merston and the neighboring towns, was brought before the 
Oouncil for immediate consideration. Thp request contained in 
this instrument was answered in part, and the commissions of ' 
Noah Sabin Jr., as judge of probate, and of Samuel Knight, as 
a justice of the peace, were withheld for the present. The Rock- 
ingham petition was considered on the lOth of April, but the 
Oouncil refused to accede to the wishes of the petitionee and 
the subject was dismissed. At the fall session of the Legislature 
in the same year, the case of Sabin and Knight was reviewed, 
and their election was confirmed on the 25th of October by 
regularly executed commissions. Although there was still a 
lingering suspicion in the minds of many as to the patriotism of 
several of the county officers, yet their conduct was without 
fault, and their duties were performed agreeable to the wishes 
of the most loyal supporters of the American cause.* 

Li enforcing the laws of the state, the courts sometimes expe- 
rienced difficulties by reason of the nature of the offences which 
they were required to notice. By a statute passed in February, 
1779, it had been enacted that whoever should defame " any 
court of justice, or the sentence or proceedings of the same ; or 

* Md. RemonetrAnee, Council Rccordi^ Ac 
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any of tlic ningistrntcs, judges, or ]ii8ticc8 of any such court, in 
respect of any act or sciitenco therein passed," should, on con- 
viction, be punislied by line, ituprisonmeut, disfranchisement, or 
banishment at the discretion of the court "Wholly disregarding 
this law and its denunciations, Nathaniel Bennet of Tomlhison, 
now Grafton, " did, on or about " the 1st of August, while at 
Athens, " utter and publish these false and defamatory words " 
in relation to Seth Oaks, a justice of the peace:— ^' He has 
given a damned judgment against me, and he has perjured 
himself; and deserves to be whipped damnably." Complaint 
having been made against him by Stephen B. Bradley, tho 
attorney for the state, he was arrested on an order from tho 
Superior court, and was brought before that body on the 
0th of September, while in session at Westminster. Owing 
to an n[)purent reluctance, as it would seem, to try the pri- 
soner at that time, he was admitted to bail, and the cause 
was put over until the session in January, 1Y82. It was then 
carried forward to the June term, on which occasion it was 
again j)osti)oncd. Tlie defendant was subsequently ordered 
to appear at the session in February, 1Y83, but failing to be 
present he forfeited his bail bond. No further proceedings 
were taken in the matter.* 

As has been already observed, the easy access to the settle- 
ments, afforded by the unprotected condition of the frontiers, 
was the cause of continual alanns to the northern towns. Tlie 
anticipation of an irruption from Canada, or of an attack of 
some nature, induced Capt John Benjamin, the commandant of 
the fort at Bethel, to seek assistance from the neighboring 
militia, early in August, 1781. 

In obcilience to this application, Capt Bartliolomew Durkec, 
on the 10th of that month, and at the head of twenty-five of tho 
stout men of Pomfret, marched to his aid, and was joined by 
Capt, Elkanah Sprague with five men from Hartford. Tlie 
readiness of the soldiers to fight seems, however, to have been 
the only method by which they were permitted to evince their 
bravery on this occasion. Tlie sole record of the expedition 
wliich remains, is that which preserves the names of the militia, 
the number of miles they travelled and the days they were ab- 
sent on service. But the fortunate issue of this alarm was coun- 
terbalanced by an event which happened in the following month. 

• ^i8. Court Uecorde. 
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During tlio summer, Capt Nchcmiali Tx)vcwell wjis stationed 
with Ilia company at Feacham. Tlie " llozen lloair' as it was 
called, which had been commenced by Gen. Bayley, in 177(», 
and completed by Qen. Ilazen in 1779, began at rcachani and 
extended through the present towns of Cabot, Waldcn, Hard- 
wick, Qreensboimigh, Cratlsbury, Albany, and Lowell. Up tliis 
road, Lovewell sent a scout of four men, during tlie month of 
September, for the purpose of ascertaining the locidity of the 
enemy. While on the route, they were ambushed and fired 
upon by the Indians. Two of the party were killed and Bcai|> 
ed, the other two were captured ; and on the tenth day after tliey 
left Peacham, were prisoner in Quebec with Oolonel £lkins,who 
had been carried away in the preceding spring. This was the 
last of the depi*edations by which the inhabitants of the eastern 
settlements were disturbed during the year.* 

Altliough the frequent incursions of the Indians and Tories 
had kept'the people on both sides of the Green Mountains in a 
state of perpetual alarm, yet tlio Canada negotiations and the 
delays in Congress in the adjustmontof the jurisdictional rights 
of the different claimants to-tlie ^^ Grants," were the cause of 
anticipations more gloomy than the sad realities of the present 
hour. Among the majority of the inhabitants, so little was 
known concerning the relations existing between the govern- 
ment of Yermont and the British, that the most extravagant 
surmises were promulged by those who, in other matters, were 
esteemed for their prudence. Stories which, at any other time, 
would have been discredited without liesitation, were repeated 
with additions and exaggeration, and received as the trutli. 
Wliatever may have been the opinion of Washington and his 
advisers as to the coui'se puraued by the leading men in Yer- 
mont during this period of doubt and danger, there is now no 
question that the secrecy with which the negotiations with the 
enemy were conducted, notwithstanding the evil reports which 
were caused thereby, was the safest method which could have 
been adopted. Yermont — claimed by New York, regarded with 
hatred ^nd fear by New Hampshire, suspected of treason by 
Congress, and eagerly watched by Canada, — held a situation so 
peculiarly delicate, tliat one false step might liave destroy e<l 
all the plans of her protectora, and rendered vain lier hopes of 
existence as a separate and independent state. In the minds of 

* 

* MS. Muster RoIIr. Tliompton's VI , Part Ilf. \\ 137. 



1781.] UNPATIUOTEO SENTIMENTS. 413 

innny, tlio distrnst evinced towards CongrcfM was far greater 
than tlie fear of subjection to British dominion. To sucb an ex- 
tent did this distrust prevail, tliat not a few among those who 
represented Vermont in her own Legislature, regarded with evi- 
dent satisfaction the idea of becoming allegiant to the Crown. 
From tlie language hehl by men who, although violent in their 
ex])rcssions, were still the exponents of the views of a large class 
of the community in which they resided, a more definite idea 
may be gained of the ideas which, at this time, prevailed. 

In a conversation which took place at Brattleborough, during 
the month of May, between Col. Samuel Wells, who had been 
one of the royal judges in Cumberland county, for many years 
an adherent to New York, and afterwards a representative in 
the Assembly of Vermont — in a conversation whicli took place 
between him and Elijah Frouty, tlie latter having observed that 
in his opinion, " the state woidd not stand a state," Wells re- 
l>lied, that he was mistaken, that Vermont would continue a 
state because it was established a state by the King of Great 
Dritain, and further declared, that in case the United States 
should levy war against it^ it " could be supported by 10,000 or 
15,000 troops out of Canada." Similar to this, "was the assertion 
of Capt. Oliver Cooke who, in the month of July, assured a 
friend, that Vermont was a state, and that he could " in less 
than twenty-four hours" show that it had been " established by 
the King of Great Britain." Tlie language of John Bridgman, 
of Vernon, a judge of the quarter sessions, and a member of 
the state Assembly, when conversing in relation to the powers 
of Congress, was violent in the extreme. " Congress has no 
business" to interfere witli tlie present union of Vermont and 
New Ilami^shire, said he, to that renowned Yorker, Timothy 
Church of Brattleborough. as they chanced to meet on a No- 
vember's day, at Matthew Martin's mill. Church expressed a 
contrary opinion. Tliereupon, Bridgman replied : " Damn the 
Congi'css. Curee the Congress ! Haven't we wai ted long enough 
on them I A pox on them. I wish they would come to the mill 
now ; I would i)ut them between these mill-stones or under the 
water-wheel. Tliey have sold us like a cursed old horse. Tliey 
have no business with our affairs. We know no such body of 
men I" 

So fearlessly were opinions expressed respecting tlie condition 
of the state, that Edward Smith declared openly, at the i)ul)lic 
house of Josiah Anns, in Brattleborough, that " as long iis the 
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■ * 

King and Parliament of Great Britain approved of, and \v«>uUl 
maintain the state of Vermont, lie was determined to drive it, 
and so were its leadera." Verbal reports of these, and simihir 
declarations, were borne to Governor Clinton, who regarded 
them as proofs of a treasonable conspiracy with the enemy. In 
oi*der to obtain the exact truth, he wrote on the 3d of Jamiary, 
1782, to Capt. Timothy Clnircli and his wife, Lieut. Joiuithau 
Church, Elijah Pix)uty, Benjamin Baker, Israel Field, and Jo- 
seph Bater, in whose presence these sentiments had been utter- 
ed. ^^ As I am informed," said he, ^' that you are acquainted 
with facts that tend to prove that the leaders of the U8ui'])cd 
government of Vermont are in league witli the common enemy, 
I have tliereforo to request, that you will appear before a civil 
magistrate, autliorized to take the same, and make aflidavit of 
all such matters as dhall have come to your knowledge, respect- 
ing the same, in order that they may be transmitted to mo. The 
good opinion I have of your patriotism, forbids my using any 
arguments to induce you to a compliance with a measure in 
which the safety and general interest of America is obviously 
and essentially concerned." In conformity with this request, 
those who had heard the remarks before narrated, committed 
the facts to writing in tlie form of affidavits, and sent them to 
Governor Clinton.* 

Although the New York adherents experienced great diffi- 
culty in upholding the government to which they owed alle- 
giance, yet they did not hesitate to express their views on the 
subject whenever an opportunity was offered. On the 5th of 
November, 1781, Seth Smith, Elijah Prouty, Daniel Shcpardson, 
and Ilezekiah Stowell informed Governor Clinton, by letter, 
of their disapprobation of the "present basis of government" 
as established in Vermont, and of the threatenings with which 
they had been menaced by the people of that state. They fur- 
tlier declared, that " vast numbers" still held to the state of New 
York and to the authority of Congress, but were constrained to 
suppress their sentiments from regard to personal safety. In 
pi'oof of these statements, they referred the Governor to Lieut. 
Israel Smith, the bearer of the letter. The nature of this cor- 
respondence having become known, Seth Smith, who was re- 
garded by the Vennontcra as a dangerous person, and who 

* Qeorge Olinton Papon in N. Y. State Lib., vol. xv. doe. 42A5. MS. Depoei- 

ii0D8. 
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Imd nlfio been charged with being engaged in gome riotous pro- 
ceedings, was indicted in December, 1781, before the court in 
Windham county for " con8])iring and attempting an invasionj 
insurrection, and public rebellion" againstthe state of Vermont, 
and for " attempting the alteration and subvei-sion" of its 
" frame of government by cndeaToring tlie betraying tlio same 
into the liands of a foreign power." 

Aroused, no doubt, by this exercise of power, and aware that 
the agreement they Imd made to sustain the jurisdiction. of Voi^ 
mont at the time of the addition of the Eastern Union, had tended 
but little to increase their personal or political safety, the inha- 
bitants of Guilford, on the 8th of Januaiy, 1782, drew up an 
addix^ss to the Governor and Legislature of New York and to 
the " American Continental Congress." In this paper they ex- 
])resscd regret that they had been compelled by circumstances 
to unite with Vermont. In defence of their conduct^ they 
argued from " the eternal and irresistible laws of self-preserva- 
tion, which are ever prior to all social laws, or the laws of ai>ar- 
ticular society, state, or commonwealtli," that when a body of 
men were oppressed, and the state to which they owed alle- 
giance could not assist them, it was " forever justifiable for that 
oppressed people to procure their own redress and relief by 
terms of composition with their oppressore," as favorable as 
could be obtained. Tliey then referred to the inconveniences 
to which they had been subjected in early years by the " tyran- 
nic administration of the Crown ;" to the pei-sccutions they had 
endured on account of their allegiance to New York; and to 
the consequences which would ensue, should Congress cut off tlio 
Eastern and Western Unions and establish Vermont (is an indo- 
I)endent state. Without these wings, " Vermont," said they, 
" if filled up in its utmost extension," would never bo able to 
maintain inhabitants enough to support the " charges, lionor, 
power and dignity of an inland state;" or to build such defences 
at the north as are needed; or to man, victual, and support 
them, in case they should be erected. Should the dissolution of 
the Unions follow, and should Vermont be recognized by Con- 
gress ns the fourteenth state, tliey declared tliat the result to them 
would be but little short of a natural death. Accompanying this 
address wjis a conmiunication, dated the lOtli of January, from 
Daniel Shepardson, Henry Hunt, Cnpt. Asa Kicc, Capt. Daniel 
Wilkins, Ncwhall Earll, and Lieut. David Goodenough, assert- 
ing that almost all the Vermonters in Guilford, and many in the 
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adjacent townB, had lately " turned against Vemiont," and were 
desirous of owning the jurisdiction of New York and submitting 
to the decisions of Congress. 

To excite, if possible, an additional interest in their situation, 
the New York party in the townships of Guilford and Brattle- 
borough, drew up a *^ Representation " as it was called, of their 
situation, and committed it to Setli Smith tlieir agent, with 
ordera to present it to the Legislature of New York, and to the 
Congress of the United States. In this document, which was 
composed with much care and apparent trutlilulness. Smith, as 
representant| declared that a ^Wery great majority" of the 
inhabitants of Brattleborough and Quilford, and ^^ at least three- 
fourtlis" of the people living witliin the ^^usui'ped jurisdiction 
of Vermont, on the east side of tlie Green Mountains and west 
side of Connecticut river," were desirous of returning to the 
^^ rightful jurisdiction of the state of New York," fi*om which by 
the violent measures of tlie new state government, and the 
want of necessary protection and assistance ftom Congress and 
New York, they had /' much against their inclinations, been 
obliged to appear to depart ;" that the towns which ho repre- 
sented, and a majority of the inhabitants of the New IIami>- 
shire Grants, were, as he believed, firmly determinetl to oi)po60 
by arms the " usurped jurisdiction of Vermont ;" and that tlicro 
was full evidence of the disaffection of ^' the leaders and abet- 
tora in the assumed government of Vermont " towards the Unit- 
ed States, and of a " league of amity " between them and the 
enemy in Canada. In support of the last statement, he alluded 
to the fact that Vermont commissioner had hold frequent inter- 
views with commis8ionei*s from Canada, both in the latter pixv 
vince and on the " Grants ;" that the leading men in Vermont 
had established a neutrality with Canada, publicly disavowed 
the authority of Congress, and authorized the transnn'ssion into 
Canada of prisoners belonging to Gen. Burgoyne's army, without 
receiving any in exchange ; diat the '^ staunch whigs and those 
well affected to the true interests of the United States " were 
exceedingly alarmed at this friendly intercourse which they 
could not prevent unless by force of arms, since, as su])i)ortei*8 
of New York, they were not eligible to office under Vermont ; 
and that the " ill-gotten powers " of the supportei-s of the new 
state " were wantonly and arbitrarily " exercised, to the " incon- 
ceivable oppression of the best friends of the American cause " 
in that portion of the nation. 
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In nddition to these charges, he stated that the Vermonters 
had coinmitted many acts of violence, under color of law, 
against the well-affected subjects of the state of New York ; 
that they luid proceeded so far against him, as to cause him to 
be charged — in an indictment for In'gh treason against " theit 
a^nmed government" — with an attempt to introduce a "fo- 
reign power" into Vermont, meaning undoubtedly by these 
words the government of New York and the authority of Con- 
gress; that tlicy had "debauched" into a union with tliem- 
selvcfl, portions of New York and New Uampshire; tliat, 
although exempt from the " common burtliens of the American 
war," they still exercised an "exorbitant power in taxation and 
arbitrary drafts, to support their usurpations against two of llio 
states in the American confederacy ;" and that this latter proceed- 
ing was intolerably grievous to the great body of the ti-ue friends 
of America, who were compelled to endure, since they were not 
able to resist. To support these declarations, the representant 
offered to adduce the "most regular and conclusive proofs," pro- 
vided he and his friends should be protected while collecting 
the evidence. He also suggested the propriety of sending con- 
gressional commissioners to make inquiries and return a full 
report, and added his assurance that they would be upheld and 
resi>ectcd by the majority of the people. In conclusion, he 
gave as his firm opinion " that unless Congress seasonably and 
vigorously interi)Ose, the well-affected to the state of New 
York and the United Stntes will fly to arms in opposition to 
the usuii>ation of Vermont." 

On reaching Poughkeepsie, Smith waited on Gov. Clinton, 
apprised him of his business, and bespoke his assistance. Clin- 
ton, at once, approved of the undertaking in which Smith was 
engaged, and on the 21st of January presented him with a let- 
ter of introduction to William Floyd, one of the delcgat(»8 from 
New York in Congress. In this communication, Clintbn recited 
in brief the information which Smith designed to conimuliicate, 
and desired Floyd to aid that gentleman in fulfilling his com- 
mission. " You will be able, I presume, from the temper of 
Congress," wrote he, " immcdiatclj^ to deternline what eflcct 
Mr. Smith's representation is likely to have, and if it should not 
ajipear ])robal)le that any measures will be taken in conse- 
quence of it, I w isli he may not be detained in Philadelphia a 
single hour longer than is necessary for you to prepare your dis- 
]»atcheB." Agreeable to this request, the rcprcsentatioii was 
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laid before Oongress on the 28th of January, and was referred 
with other papera to a special committee. Without waiting to 
see tlie issue, Smith returned home. On he 19th of February 
the firat report was made oh the subject, and was re-committed. 
On the presentation of their second report by the gmnd commit- 
*tee, on the 1st of March, nearly the whole day was spent in the 
discussion of the Vermont question, and of tlie conduct of the 
inhabitants of that state in admitting the Eastern and Western 
Unions within their jurisdictional limits. Tlie result of these 
proceedings was the passage of a number of resolves declaring 
the boundaries of the New Hampshire Grants to be henceforth, 
OS they were understood to have been, previously to the admis- 
sion of the territory comprised witliin the acknowledged limits 
of New York and New Hampshire. Although these resolves 
were to a certain extent due to the statements of Smith, yet the 
main object of his mission was not accomplished, since no direct 
measures were taken to secure those whom he represented the 
rights which they claimed as citizens of New York. 

On his way home, Smith left with Qovemor Clinton a copy of 
the representation which he had brought before Congress,' and a 
petition, dated February 11th, addressed to the Legislature of 
New York. In the latter document^ he stated that he had been 
autliorized by his coYistituents to apply both to Oongress and to 
tlie New York Legislature ^' for their respective interi^osition on 
the subject matter of his representation ;" that the well-aifccted 
on the "Grants" would cheerfully render obedience to New 
York, provided they could be protected ; that by the laws of 
Vermont they were deprived of civil and militaiy ix)wer ; and 
that they were determined to resort to " the natural means of 
defence by arms," unless interi)08ition should be made in their 
behalf. Li view of these dif&culties he prayed the Legislature 
to employ " seasonable and vigorous " measures, and thus free 
his constituents from the necessity of repelling force by force, a 
step which " by the rights of mankind " they would be justified 
in taking. Tlie Legislature were to have met on the 10th of 
February, but at that time and for several da3rB following there 
was not a quorum present. As soon as a sufficient number had 
congregated, the petition and representation were read in the 
Assembly, and, on the 23d of February, were referred to a joint 
committee of the Senate and Assembly " on the papers relative 
to the New Hampshire Grants," consisting of Messrs. Hathorn, 
Tompkins, De Witt, L'Hommedieu, and Adgate, from the latter 
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Kocly. When, on the 2Gth, the documents were presented to the' 
Senate, they were disposed of in a similar manner, Messrs. 
Oothoudt, Wliiting, and Ward being tlie members of the joint 
committee to whom tliey were referred. 

As in Congress, so in the New York Legislature, no direct 
results followed this effort made by die constituents of Smith to 
obtain justice for themselves and protection from the people of ' 
Vermont Tlie attention of botli of these bodies was too much 
engaged in investigating tlie reports which were daily pouring- 
in u])on them, of a treasonable correspondence between Yer- 
mont and Canada, to allow 6f an examination of the iucon- 
vcniences of which the Guilfordites and £heir colleagues com- 
plained. But the declarations which were made were not 
entirely lost Tlieir influence was discernible in the course 
which New York, at a later period, determined to adopt in 
establishing government in Uie late county of Cumberland. 
Soon after his return home. Smith presented a petition to the 
General Assembly of Vermont, praying to be released ft-om tlio 
charge of treason which had been brought against him. Tlie 
request was referred to a committee, who reported favorably 
thereon, and by an act of the Assembly, passed on tlie 23d of 
February, he was discharged from the indictment " for conspir- 
ing and attempting an invasion, insurrection and public rebel- 
lion " against the state, on condition tliat he should appear at 
the court in Windham county and answer to other charges 
which might be brought against him, and take the oath of alle- 
giance to Vcnnont The disappointment which he had expe- 
rienced at Congress, was undoubtedly the cause of his applica- 
tion to the General Assembly. It does not appear, however, 
that he accepted the proposals which were offered him, and, 
judging from the conditions on which they were based, it is 
l)robable they were rejected.* 

As soon as Vermont by her own act had dissolved all connec- 
tion with the Eastern and Western Unions, many of tlie residents 
in several of the towns of the former county of Cumberland, again 
declared themselves citizens of New York. At a town meeting 
licM at Brattleborough, on the 12tli of March, the people assem- 
bled and declared by vote, that in their opinion a treaty had been 

• George ClinVon Papers, in office Sec State N. Y., vol. xiv. doc. 4129: vol 
XT, docii. 43(»1, 4384, 4862. JournnU of Am. Cong., Feb. 19tli, March Ist, 1782. 
Yt Conncil Records. Journal Gen Ass. Yt, Feb. 1782. Journals Ass. N. Y. 
Yariuus Blt>S. 
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^^ entered into with the enemy ;" that the inhabitants of the New 
Hauipsliiro Grants justly owed tlieir allegiance to New York ; 
that it was their own duty '^to witlidraw all allegiance or obe- 
dience to the state or authority of Yermont ;" and that in case a 
sufficient number of the inhabitants of tlie other towns in the 
county should adopt similar sentiments, tliey would petition the 
Governor of New York to appoint civil and military officera 
for their guidance, and to establish a civil government nnder the 
authority of that state. On the 13th, a similar meeting was held 
at Guilfoi*d, and was followed by the same results. Tlie inlmbit- 
ants of Halifax assembled on the 14th, for the purpose of con- 
sulting upon the question of their connection with New York, 
and arrived at conclusions of a like nature. 
' On tlie 20th, a convention of the committees of the tlireo 
towns above named met at Brattleborough, for tlio purpose of 
concerting such measures as die peculiar situation of the county 
demanded. Elijah Prouty of Brattleborough was chosen mo<Io- 
rator of the meeting. Samuel Avery, as agent, was directed to 
repair to t^e Legislature of New York, and lay before tliem " u 
just and true state" of die ^* oppressions and grievances" to 
which their constituency on die '^Grants" were subjected. 
Oei*tain persons were also appointed to write to those towns 
which were not then represented, for the purpose of eliciting 
their sentiments respecting the course which had been adopted 
by the convention. In regard to Hinsdale, Newfane, Putney, 
Westminster, Rockingham, and Weatherefield, the convention 
declared their opinion that, if those towns had been allowed 
proper time and sufficient notice, they would have agreed to 
and sanctioned the objects and actions of the meeting. In the 
instructions which were afterwards given to Avery, he was 
directed to deliver the papera which should be entrusted to liini 
to the Legislature of New York, and pray for their " advice and 
assistance ; " to endeavor to influence them to establish actual 
civil £oveniment on the " Grants,"' " with sufficient authority 
and force to carry it into execution;" and, if he should receive 
encouragement, to proceed to Congress, and lay the whole sub- 
ject before the members of that body.* 

These measures contributed, in a certain degi'ce, to influence 
the conduct of those to whom personal appeals were made, but 
they brought no immediate redress of the evils complained of. 

* MS. Minntes of meetings held at Brattleborragh, Guilford, and Xlnlifax. 
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Tlie return of the inlinbitAnts in the "Western Union to their alle- 
giance, and the question of land titles on the New Hampshire 
Umnts, were now occupying the attention of the New York 
Legislature, and the prayera of the few were unheard among the 
applications, petitions, and remonstrances of the many. 

Although tlie Yorkers in the townships of Brattleborough, 
Guilford, and Halifax received but little encouragement from 
tlie government whose authority they acknowledged, yet tliey 
did not cease, by addresses and agents, to importune the Legis- 
lature of New York for assistance. However men may disagree 
as to the merits of their cause, no one can deny to them a per- 
severance of itself almost woi*thy of a successful issue. On tlie 
2Gth of April, a remonstrance in behalf of these towns was pre- 
pared by Charles Phelps of Marlborough. He and his sons 
M'erc violent opponents of the Vermont jurisdiction, and subse- 
quently became active leaders in the New York pai'ty. A 
treasonable correspondence between the principal men in Ver- 
mont and the British in Canada was boldly assorted in tliis 
document, and the former were charged with an agreement to 
raise a force to be employed under British pay for " the destruc- 
tion of the liege subjects " of the United States. Complaint 
was made at the same time, because of the taxes which tlie 
friends of New York were compelled to pay towards the support 
of a government whose authority they denied. The incon- 
veniences and suffering ensuing therefrom were also set forth in 
the plainest terms. Tlicse statements were accompanied by a 
request that one regiment or more might be raised and officered 
in the county of Cumberland, under tlie pay and authority of 
New York; that probate judges, justices, coroners, and .^^ all 
other civil officers" might be commissioned, for tlie ^^good regu- 
lation " and " compleat protection " of the people ; that Judge 
Kichard Morris might be exhorted to visit the county, for the 
purpose of encouraging the loyal, and disheartening their 
opponents ; and that the woret criminals might be carried to 
Albany or Poughkeepgie. In closing, the committee, in whose 
name the remonstrance was drawn, expressed a desire tliat 
Governor Clinton should send his answer " in writing, and no 
more by word of mouth," in order that the people might see his 
declarations in his " own hand." * 

At a convention of the committees of these three most faitli- 

* Gcorgo Clinton Papcre, in office Sec. Stiite N. Y., vol. xv., doc. 4482. 
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fal towns, ]ield on the SOtli of April, tho romonstrance was ac- 
cepted as tlie expression of the people, and Daniel Shepardson 
was appointed to carry it to Pouglikeepsie, and endeavor to ob- 
tain a favorable response. He was also entrusted' with a list of 
the names of tliose best qualified to fill civil and militaiy ofliccs, 
and was directed to submit it to the New York Council of Ap- 
pointment for their guidance in selecting officials for the county. 
In the execution of his commission, Mr. Shepardson repaired to 
Pouglikeepsie, and received from Goveiiior Clinton a reply to 
tlie remonstrance. In this communication, dated the 6th of May, 
tho Governor assured tho associated committees, that, as soon as 
the Council of Appointment could be convened, ho should uso 
his '^ best ep^eavors" to obtain commissions for ^^ the requisite 
civil and military officers.'' He then referred to the act of 
Congress of the ' 24th of September, 1779, which expressly 
declared it to be the duty of the inhabitants on the ^^ Grants" 
owing allegiance to Yermont, ' to abstain from exercising 
any power over those who were subjects of New York and vice 
vend. In view of the conduct of New York and of the rights 
guaranteed by this enactment, he observed: ^^This state has, 
during the whole of the time since die controversy was submit- 
ted to Congress, hitherto strictly observed this recommendation 
of Congress ; and should any person under pretence of author- 
ity from the assumed government attempt to enforce their 
laws, you will perceive that resistance by force is, in every point 
of view, justifiable, and the faith and honor of Congress is pledg- 
ed for your support." In regard to the suspicions which were 
afloat as to tho. course which Vermont was pursuing with tho 
British in Canada, he declared^ that there was the fullest evi- 
dence of a '^ criminal and dangerous intercourae" between them, 
and presented this fact as an additional reason why the friends 
of America should '^ interest themselves in prevailing with their 
fellow citizens to return to their allegiance, and by that means 
disappoint the views of a combination who fi*om motives of self- 
interest and ambition would enter into a league with the enemy, 
and sacrifice the liberties of their counti*y*" He stated, more- 
over, that in case persuasive measures should prove inofiectual 
in the re-establishment of peace, and Congress should delay or 
wholly decline to decide the question of jurisdiction, no alterna- 
tive would be left to New York. Necessity, he declared, would 
then force the adoption of ^^ compulsoiy means" to maintain the 
rights and enforce the authority so essential to the future peace 
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and security of the state. With this letter were sent the two 
late acts of the Legislature, one of which had been passed for 
the puqiose of extending pardon to those who had been the sup- 
l^ortere of the Western Union, and to all others who should return 
to their allegiance , and the otlier for confirming gi*antees in the 
titles by which they held their lands.* 

Hardly had the contents of this letter transpired, when an op- 
]K)rtiinity was offered for those who should choose so to do, to 
attest tlieir adherence to the government of New York. By an 
act of the Legislature of Vermont, passed a few montlis previous 
at tlie February session, orders had been issued for raising ^Hhrce 
hundred able-bodied, effective men, for the ensuing campaign." 
Jn case any town should refuse to raise their quota of men, power 
was given to the selectmen to hire the required number, and 
to issue their warrant to the sheriff of the county, directing him 
to levy on " so much of the goods and chattels, or estate" of 
the inhabitants as should be necessary both to pay the wages of 
those who should be hired, and to satisfy all the necessary 
charges which might arise. Tlie friends and supporters of the 
government of New York, who, until the year 1Y80, had com- 
I)oscd a large portion of the population of the towns in the south- 
eastern part of Vermont, had been gradually decreasing in 
power and numbers. At this period, a majority of the inhabit- 
ants of Guilford, a minority of the inhabitants of Bratllebo- 
rougli and Halifax, the family of Charles Phelps in Marll)o- 
rongh, and here and there an individual in Westminster, Rock- 
ingham, Springfield, and a few other towns, represented their 
full strength. Although in town elections they were sometimes 
l>lacod in nomination ogninst citizens of Vermont, yet the^ lat- 
ter were, with rare exceptions, successful in obtaining ofiico on 
those occasions. 

Guilford had been for several years, and was at this time, the 
most populous town in the state. This was not owing to any 
8ui>erior natural advantages, either as to situation or soil, but to 
the greater liberty which its citizens enjoyed. On the 19th of 
May, 1772, the inhabitants, at a district meeting, had refused 
longer to be bound by the terms of the charter they had 
received from New Hampshire ; had declared by vote, that 
Guilford was in the county of Cumberland, and province of 

• Doc. Hist N. Y., iv. 1010-1012. Sladc's Vt State PnpcrB, pp. 178-176. Pa- 
pert rdnting to Vt Controversy, in office Sec State N. Y., p. 46. 
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New York ; and had chosen town officers agreeable to tlio laws 
of that province. " Having renounced their charter," observes 
Thompson, ''and there being no government which really 
exercised authority over tliem, they continued to legislate for 
themselves, and tradition says that good justice was done.'' 
One principle in their abandoned cliarter was, however, ad- 
hered to, and '' none but proprietors, or those who held under 
them, had a right to rule, or vote in their meetings." Tlius 
did this little republic continue from year to year to be 
governed by the decisions of town meetings, and tlie excellent 
administi*ation of its affaira and the inducements which wore 
offered to settlers, clothed its fields with waving harvests, and 
adorned its hill-sides with cheerful dwellings. Not until tlio 
year 1777, when Yermont was declared an independent state, 
did those rivalries commence which for years afterwards dis- 
turbed the peace of this happy community, and finally resulted 
in its dissolution.* 

In accordance with the terms of the act for enlisting soldiers 
in the service of Yermont, it had been reported that drafts 
would be made from Quilford. At this juncture the letter 
from Govenior Clinton, declaring " resistance by force" to be 
justifiable, was circulated among the people. • A meeting was 
immediately called in Quilford, which was largely attended by 
the Yorkera, the dominant pai*ty in that town, and tlie instruc- 
tions from New York were adopted. A vote was passed by 
which the people declared tlieir determination '' to stand 
against the pretended state of Yermont, until the decision of 
Congress be known, with lives and foi^tunea.^^ As an evidence 
of their sincerity, Ilenry Evans, Daniel Ashcraft, and Nathan 
Fitch were directed to forbid the constable to act. Although 
the New York adherents were in the ascendant, yet the citizens 
of Yermont were by no means backwards in asserting their 
rights. One result of this loyalty was, that the affaii's of the 
town were regulated by two distinct sets of officers, the one ap- 
pointed in accordance with the customs of the former state, and 
tlie other in accordance with those of the latter. 

Instead of selecting the soldiera who were to serve in the 
Yermont militia fi*om the citizens of ^hat state residing in 
Quilford, the officei's chose them from the opposition. Tl|ose 
who were drafted refused to serve, or to bear the expenses of a 

• Thompron'i Vt. Part IIL p. 81. 
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BiilwHtntc. All open rupture could bo no longer avoided. On 
the loth of Ma3', Simeon Edwards, William Mai-sli, and Eph- 
raim NicliollB, the selectmen of Guilford by the choice of tlie 
citizens of Vermont, directed the sheriff of Windham county, 
in the name of the state, to take the goods and chattels of 
Samuel JJixhy, William White, Josiali Bigelow, Joel Bigelo^. 
and Daniel Lynde, to the value of £15, that being the amount 
which had been expended by the state in hiring a man to do 
military duty in their behalf. Tlie sheriff was further in- 
Btructed to bcU whatever he should seize, at public vendue, and 
return the 2)i-oceeds to the selectmen, "with all convenient 
dispatch." The warrant authorizing tliese proceedings was 
])laccd in the hands of Barzillai, Ilice, one of the sheriff's 
deputies, who determined to execute it immediately. On 
reaching the house of Ilezekiah Stowell, a most violent Quil- 
fordito Yorker, he found a large company assembled, and 
among the number some whom ho wished to see. Sup]>osing 
hiniBclf secure from the danger of an attack, both by his 
ollicial character and by the i)rc8ence of two of the selectmen 
who had drawn the warrant, he made known his business, and 
his determination to obtain either the fines or their equivalent. 
Tliis declaration created much confusion, and angry words 
M'erc heard from every part of the room. Opposition to the 
unjust demands of Vennont was loudly proclaimed, and it was 
])lainly evident that words were to be but the prelude to action. 
William Shattuck, of Halifax, a leader among the Yorkei*8, 
failed not on this occasion to strengthen the minds of his friends, 
^[inglitig in the crowd, he counselled them to protect their 
rights ; to stand by their liberties ; and to repel the invasions 
of a usurped power. " I am a supporter of the opposition," 
he declared, " both in public and in private. I deny the 
authority of Vermont. Tlie cause that I maintain is just, and 
I have done and will do all in my power to u])hold it." AVWi 
Shattuck the majority coincided. A few were disposed to 
pc»tfle the fines, provided satisfactory terms could be agreed on. 
For the sake of a more private interview, the deputy, selectmen, 
and those interested in the proceedings, repaired to the house 
of Josiah and Joel Bigelow. Henry Evans and William White, 
who actcdfor the five delinquents, having considered the subject 
at length, were finally agreed ns to the coui-sc they should pni-sue, 
and requested the deputy to delny the execution of the warrant 
for twenty days, that they might have an oj)portnin'ty to send 
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to New York for insti'nctions. Tliis the deputy refused to do, 
and forthwith proceeded to cany off a cow belonging to Joel 
Bigelow, having iii*8t oi*dered all who were present to assist him 
in the execution of liis office. 

Evans, who had now become excited, interposed, ordered the 
deputy to be gone, threatened him with violence in case he 
should persist, and '^ damned the autliority " under which he 
was presuming to act. Disregarding tliese expressions, the 
deputy pei'sisted in tlie attempt, and took possession of the cow. 
Determined to release the animal and return her to her owner, 
a large crowd followed the deputy, awaiting a favorable oppor- 
tunity to accomplish their purpose. At lengtli the voice of 
Oapt. Joseph Peck of Guilfoitl was heai*d ordering his men, who 
were present in the dress of citizens, to ^^ embody to rescue." 
The command was obeyed, the deputy was surrounded by a 
mob of forty or fifty men, and the cow was seized and driven 
away in triumph.* Such was the result of tliis detennination to 
resist the execution of the laws of Vermont. While the support 
ers of the claims of New York exulting in the success whicl. 
had attended tliis effort, were making every exertion to add to 
their strength and increase their efficiency, the citizens of Yer- 
mont were rejoicing that this forcible resistance had placed 
dieni in possession of an argument which would henceforth 
warrant them in punishing their opponents as disturbers of the 
peace and contemners of lawful jurisdiction.! 

* In tho proBentment of tho grand Jnron of Windham county, made in Sep- 
tember, 1*782, the following persons were charged with being engaged in tho 
transaction mentioned in the text: Jotham Bigolow, Daniel Lynde, Joel Bigelow, 
Josiuh Bigdow, William White, Samuul Bixby, Giles Uoberts, Dean Chiiso, Ben- 
JAUiin Chase, Nathaniel Carpenter, Edward Carpenter, Asaph Carpenter, Danid 
Shepardson, Adonijah Putnam, Nathnn Avery, Joeiah Rice, David Goodenough, 
John Stafford Jr., Jamci Packer, Stephen Chose, Joshua Nurse, Noah Slicpardson, 
Joseph Peck, Joshua Lynde, Shuboel Bullock, Israel Bullock, Samuel Mclcndy, 
Joseph Dexter, Moses Yaw, Amos Yaw Jr., and Ilezeldali Broad, all of Oujlford ; 
and Elijah Prouty and Benjamin Baker of Brattlcborougli. Besides these, there 
were present, Timothy Church of Brattleborough, William Shattuck of Ifalifnx, 
Henry Erans of Guilford, and others whose names did not appear. 

f MS. Oourt Records. Thompson's Yt Qaxetteer, ed. 1824, p. HI. 
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THE CIVIL BUBTAINto BT THE MILTTABT ARM. 

Conycntion of town representAtiTes farorable to Neir York — Petition and renron- 
Btnnee — CrcdcnUfils — Charles Phelps — Norel punishment at Hertford — Letter 
of Uichard Morris — Council of Appointment-— Civil and military offieer»— 
Adrice of Qov. Clinton to Col. TimoUiy Church — Act of the General Assembly 
of Vermont for the punishment of conspiracies — Isaac l'ichenor*s visit to the 
Yorkers — Anticipations of trouble — Meeting at Guilford — Letters from Got. 
Clinton to Col. Church and to the supporters of the jurisdiction of New York- 
Determined conduct of the Yorkers — CoL Church resists the laws of Vermont^ 
The command of the Vermont troops given to Ethan Allen — Preparations for 
attack and defence — ^Tlie expedition — Col. Ira Allen's adventure — Bravery of 
Blm Timothy Phelps — KflTecfci the escape of her husband — An amusing scene- 
Mr. Phelps is afterwards taken by Ethan Allen — ^Tlie onset of tlie Guilfordites — 
Ethan Allen's famous proclamation — Ilis force receives additions — ^The Yorkers 
imprisoned at Westminster — ^First day of the trial — Proofii of tlie seditious 
behavior of Church, Shattuck, Evans, and T. IMiclps — Tlieir sentence — Another 
attempt to tiikc Charles Phelps — His library — Second day of the trial — Boast- 
ing of Ethan Allen — Remainder of the court session at Westminster — ^A special 
semion at Marlborough— Trials and sentences — Samuel Ely's offence— llis trial 
and punishment — Sufferings of the Yorkers. 

TfiR excitement caused by this disturbance having partially 
subsided, representatives from the towns of Brattleborough, Guil- 
ford, Halifax, and Marlborough assembled in convention, on the 
17th of May, and prepared a combined "remonstrance and 
])etitioii " for tho*consideration of Govemor Clinton. Tliis pit)- 
duction did not embody a specific narrative of the late resistance, 
but, in the most general terms, disclosed the fact that " intrigues, 
conspiracies, and insurrections" were " daily perpetrated " by 
the Vennontci's ; that warrants were frequently issued for the 
seizure of the pei*8ons and j)ropcrty of the petitionei*8 ; and that 
usurpations had been "valiantly opposed" by the friends of 
New York. The pctitiouci's declared it to be their intention tr» 
defend their rights by force, until " projxM* authority " should b(» 
instituted. At the same time they acknowledged that their 
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defeat was eertiiin, unless they should receive external aid. 
For these reasons they prayed the Govenior to use his influence 
m obtaining the appohitment of a sufRcient number of '^ prudent, 
just, and faithful officers, both civil and nulitary, of every kind 
necessary or proper for all the purposes of an organiz6d govern- 
ment," who should be forthwith sworn into oflice, and permitted 
to enter upon their duties. They also asked for permission to 
convey prisoners to any jail in the state of New York. That 
the Yermontera might have no cause to charge them with 
indifterence to the common cause, they desired the Governor to 
conuuaud his subjects in Cumberland and Gloucester counties 
to raise a reasonable quota of men for the war, and collect 
moans for their payment and support.* Tlie establishment of 
courts of civil and criminal jurisdiction was declared to be indis- 
pensable to their safety, and the only means by which their 
enemies could be punished for the violation of the rights of the 
subjects of New York. 

' Appended to this document were the credentials of Charles 
Phelps, who had been selected to carry it to roughkeepsie. In 
these credentials the subjects discussed in the petition were 
rehearsed in brief, and a few topics were considered which had 
been omitted in the latter. Mr. Phelps was directed '^ to urge" 
the Governor ^^with all possible assiduity and zeal" to send 
Judge Morris and his associates into the county of Cumberland, 
for the purpose of holding a court of Oyer and Terminer. Such 
a coui*se, it >vas argued, would tend to the speedy establishment 
of legal rights ; and would prove to the citizens of Vermont the 
determination of the government of New York to protect its 
subjects fmm the ill treatment to which they were continually 
exposed. In the same paper Mr. Phelps was rcconnnended as 
a proper pei*son for firat justice of the Inferior court of Cumber- 
land county, whenever such a tribunal should be established. 

The documentary force of the agent was completed by a third 
paper, entitled, '^ Reasons to Induce His Excellency the Gover- 
nor, Judge Morris, the Attoi*ney-Geueral, and the Council of 
Appointment, to go into Cumberland and Gloucester Counties 
to appoint Civil and Military officers for the complete organizini^ 
them, and instituting civil and military Government and Courts 

* Although tlie govcrnracnt of Vennont had divided tho eastern |K>rtion of that 
« state into tlie eoiiutics of Windham, Windsor, and Grange, m before stated, the 
Bupportcrs of the jiirisiUction uf New York recognised only the oM divuiioiisw 



1782.] CIVIL AND MILITARY ATPOINTMKNTS. 429 

of Justice, as fully to nil intents and purposes as in any other 
Counties in the State.'' Tliese reasons were two in number. In 
the first place it was stated, that such a visit would " fully con- 
vince the New York state subjects" that the Legislature had 
determined to defend them from the encroachments of a rival 
power, and would " naturally embolden" them to exert them- 
scl ves "in every possible, lawful, prudent manner," to support the 
^vernment which offered them protection. A second result, 
it was declared, would be to ^^ sink the hearts and deaden tlio 
resolution of all tlie Vennont party ; intimidate their guilty and 
dejected minds ; enfeeble their resolutions against us, and whol- 
ly enervate all their ambitious, malignant, avaricious, and de- 
81)otic designs, so arrogantly formed against us and the right- 
e(»u8 administration of the state." Such were the consequences 
which were expected to follow the exhibition in Vermont of . 
some of the state officials of New York. The petition, creden- 
tials, and reasons, were all composed by Charles Phelps, and in 
slyle and argument^ evinced an originality worthy of notice, 
brined with these missives, the agent set out for Poughkeepsie, 
resolved to save the " half-ruined state" as he called New York, 
provided eloquence and logic were allowed to exert tlieir proper 
iniluenco.* 

AVhilft in Windham county the difficulties which prevailed, 
seemed to spring principally from political causes, there would 
sometimes happen in other portions of the eastern section of tlie 
state disturbances originating in a dislike of the delay which 
usually accompanied the execution of law. An incident which 
occurred at Hertford, originated in a sentiment of this nature. 
John Billings of tliat town, having been guilty of some con- 
temptible act, was threatened with punishment. This was in- 
flicted in such a maimer as to cause considerable physical suffer- 
ing, and was humiliating in the extreme. On the night of tlie 
/JOtli of May, a party of men composed of Jeded iah Lcavins, Phine- 
has Killani, James Williams, Timothy Lull Jr., Aden Williams, 
Timothy Banister, Simeon Williams, Joab Belden, and William 
^Miller, all of Hertford, and Moses Moree and Amos Robinson 
of AVindsor, " with force and arniB, unlawfully, riotously, and 
routously" assembled and assaulted the unfortunate citizen. As 
was more clearly set forth in the presentment of the grand jury, 
they " did beat, wound, and ill-treat" him by " placing him on 

♦ George Clinton Pnpenj, in N.Y. Stntc Lib., vol. xv. doc. 4527. 
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an old korae without a Bnddle, tying his foot nndor tlio bolly of 
Buid horso, and hanging to his foot a very lieavy weight, and in 
that situation causing liim to ride to a considorable distance, 
by wliich ho suffered great pain and inconvenience." Scenes 
of violence are necessary concomitants of a new settlement. 
Vermont, it is seen, did not present an exception to the general 
rule. In the present instance, however, tlie law asserted its 
power, und the distm'bers of the public peace and the infringers 
of Mr. Billings's personal rights, were punished by pecuniary 
mulcts, and were compelled to beai^ die costs of the pixtsecu- 
tion.* 

On his way to Poughkeepsie, Mr. Phelps visited Chief-justice 
Bichard Morris at Claverack, and made known to him the ob- 
ject of his mission. lie also detailed the events which had 
lately occurred in the southern part of Yermont ; laid before 
the Judge the different papers with which he had been entrust- 
ed; informed him tliat the Governor, the Attorney-General, 
and the Council of Appointment were to start inunediately for 
die disaffected district for the purpose of organizing a govern- 
ment and establishing courts of justice on a solid basis ; and as- 
sured him diat it was absolutely necessary that he should accom- 
pany them. Although several of these statements were gratui- 
tous on die part of Phelps, yet they were pressed with so much 
urgency that they received immediate attention. '^ I cann<it 
find out," wi^ote Morris to Clinton, on the 2d of June, with re- 
ference to Phelps, " that he wants me for any other purjioso 
than to talk to die people, and I am sure that he so far excels 
me in that business, that I shall ratlier expose myself than bo 
of any advantage. But jokes apart, if you are going hito that 
country, and you think my presence will be useful, though I can 
illy spare the time or money that must be spent, I will, with 
pleasure, accompany you." lie also expressed his concurrence 
in the contem])lated movement to appoint officers in the coun- 
ties of Cumberland and Gloucester.f 

On reaching Poughkeepsie, Mr. Phelps committed the i)ap(4'8 
with which he had been entrusted to Governor Clinton. The 
Council of Appointment who were then in session, evinced a 
disix>sidon suited to die emergency. Tliey decided in the out- 
set, that the loyal inhabitants of the nordiern district of the 
state were entitled to protection, and to the actual presence in 

* M9. Court Papers. 

f Oeorge Clinton Pnpert in N. V. Stntc Lib., yoI. xr. doc 4A0A. 
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their counties of proper civil and militaiy ofRcera sclecfed from 
tlieir own inini1)cr. On tlic 5tli of Jnnc, Clmrlcs Pliclpe, James 
Clay, Kleazer Pattei-son, Ililkiali Grouf, Simon Stevens, Elijah 
IVonty, Michael Gilson, Samuel Bixby, Daniel Shepardson, 
llezekiah Stowell, IJethnel Church, John Pannel, Nathan Fish, 
Joseph Winchester, antl Daniel Kathan, were apix)inted justices 
of the peace for Cnmherland county. In their commission, 
]>ower was given them to order the arrest of tliosc pereons who 
sliould threaten any of " tlio good people" of the slate, " in tlieir 
persons, or in burning their houses," and to keep them " in 
l>rison safe," until they should find security for their good 
behavior. To the fii'st seven jiersons named in the justices* 
connnission, were also given the name and power of justices of 
the quorum ; and to any three of this number was entrusted 
the "right, to enquire by the oaths of good and lawful men," 
residents of the county, concerning such offences as were within 
tlie cognizance of a justice of the peace, and to detennine upon 
tlumi. They were also empowered to examine into the conduct 
of those who should " presume to go, or ride in company with 
armed force," for the purpose of opposing the people of the 
state of New York, or who should lie in wait witli intent to 
maim or kill any of them ; aiul they were further directed to 
take notice of all attempts to set aside the laws and ordinances 
of the state. Ilie justices of the quorum were also appointed 
juptices of the court of Oyer and Terminer, and general jail 
delivery. To Charles Phelps, James Clay, and Ililkiah Qi'out, 
was given power, as connnissionei's, to admim'ster the oath of 
<»fficc to all civil and military appointees. 

Of the regiment which had been established for several years 
in the southern part of the county of Cinnberland, Timothy 
Church was ai)pointed Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant; Wil- 
liam Shattuck Firet Major, Henry Evans Second Major, and 
JcH»l IJigelow Adjutant. Tlio commissions of all the officei-s 
were prepared without delay, and delivered to Mr. Phelps, who 
immediately set out on his return. He was also the bearer of 
two letters from Governor Clinton, one for the convention of 
the committees, and the other for Colonel Church. In the 
former, his Excellency stated that it had not been deemed 
advisable to appoint judges for the courts of Common Pleas, as 
the opening of those courts was not then " essential to the pre- 
servation of peace and good order," and might be attended with 
inconvenience ; that it was not the intention of the state to 
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delay^ tho " complete organization" of govennncnt in Cumber- 
land county, but to await tlio proper time for such action ; and 
that the pi*oceedingd of tlie Council of Appointment had been 
in accordance with the course whicli was deemed best calcu- 
lated to advance the interestB of tlie county. In tlie other let- 
ter, the (Governor notified to Colonel Church his appointment ; 
requested him to consult with others, and decide upon proper 
persons for captains and subaltern officei*s, in oi*der that the 
formation of his regiment might be completed ; exhoiled him 
to protect the countiy fi*om the depredations of the enemy, by 
sending out detadiments of men whenever their presence wouhl 
be of service ; and desired him, in the execution of his office, to 
pay strict attention to the recommendations of Congress, by 
extending his autliority over such only as professed allegiance 
to New York, ^^ unless the conduQt of the usurped government 
in contravening" those recommendations, should render ^' a con- 
trary conduct indispensably necessary for the immediate protec- 
tion and safety" of those whom he was bound to defend.* 

At tho session in June, the Qeneral Assembly of Vermont, 
knowing woU what preparations the Yorkers were making to 
resist the execution of the laws of Vermont, determined to 
check tHeir proceedings by persuasive measures, if possible, 
and if tliese should not succeed by compulsory laws. As an 
inceptive step, a resolution was adopted on the lOtli of June, in 
which Isaac Tichenor was requested to repair to the towns of 
Brattlcborough, Halifax, and Guilford, for the purpose of ex- 
plaining the proceedings of Congress " to the disaffected, in a 
true light;" and using his '^ utmost exertions to unite the 
people in those towns" to the government of Vermont. On the 
same day an act was passed ^' for the punishment of conspira- 
cies against the peace, liberty, and independence" of the state. 
Upon this act were based the indictments which were found 
against those who a few months later were declared guilty of 
treason. Its framera seem to have presupposed in its prepara- 
tion, the very condition in which the state was so soon to bo 
placed by the conflicts between the government and the oppo- 
sition. Tlie positions which were assumed in it, were sufliciently 
broad to answer the ends of those who had resolved to maintain 
the integrity of Vermont. Its terms were as follows : — 

"Whereas, unanimity — the great strength and security of a 

« 

* George Clinton Papers in N. Y. State Lib., you zy. doc 4074. MS. Com 
miaiiona. 
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free and iiKlcpcndcnt people — is iieccssftiy for tlie exieteiieo of 
a Bovcrcigii state ; and wliereas, insiiiTectioim may rise among 
tlie inliabitants of this state, fomented and stirred np by some 
desigin'ng iHirsons, with n manifest intent to subvert and destroy 
the liberties and independence of tlie same — which evil to pre- 
vent — 

" Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, by the representa- 
tives of the freemen of the state of Vermont in Qeneral Assem- 
bly met, and by the anthority of the same, that when, and so 
often as, six or more persons shall assemble with weapons of 
terror, with a manifest intent to impede, hinder or disturb any 
officer of this stute, in the execntion of his olHco^ or shall rescue 
any i)ri6oncr, in the custody of the law ; or any goods, or chattels, 
legally distrained; and there shall be among said persons six, or 
more, who do not yield allegiance to the authority of this state, 
or have, and do deny the jurisdiction of the same ; all and 
every person so offending shall suffer banishment or impriEon- 
nicnt, at the discretion of the Superior court, before whom 
said offeiidei's shall bo tried : and their goods, chattels, and 
estates, shall be seized, condemned, and sold, by order of tlie 
Superior court, as forfeited to the use of this state. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid 
that if any pereon or persons shall conspire or attempt any 
invasion, insurrection, or public rebellion against this state ; or 
shall treacherously and pei'fidiously attempt the alteration or 
subversion of our frame of government, fundamentally esta- 
blished by the constitution of tliis state, by endeavoring the 
betraying of the same into the hands of any of the neighboring 
slates, or any other jwwer, and be thereof convicted before tlio 
Superior court, [such person or persons] shall suffer banishment 
or imprisonment, at the discretion of the said court ; and the 
goods, chattels and estates of such offendei"s, shall be seized, con- 
denmed, and sold, as forfeited Uy the use of tliis stat<3. 

"And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that 
if any person or pcreons, so banished, shall neglect to depart 
when ordered ; or, when departed, shall return to this state, 
without first obtaining liberty from the General Assembly, and 
shall be tliereof convicted, he or they shall suffer death."* 

In conformity with his appointment, ISlw Tichenor visited the 
most fractious of the southern towns in Vermont, and endeavored 

• Jonrnals Gen. Aae. Vt. Blade's Vt State PnperB, p. 454. 
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to expound to the people the proceedings of CongrcBs relative to 
tlie uffaira of the contending states. He informed them that 
Vermont was a state in every sense of the tenn ; that their 
safety consisted in acknowledging its jurisdiction; that the law 
would iiiflict punishment in case tliey sliauld not suhmit ; and 
tliat the promises of protection and defence from New York 
were unreliable and fallacious. Although many believed that 
New York would not williugly desert her subjects in the hour of 
trial, yet the idea was also prevalent tliat she would be finally 
compelled to pursue this course.* Whatever may have been 
tlie effect of Mr. Tichenor's reasoning on those who had become 
wearied with resisting the authority of Yennont, there were some 
in whose minds it aroused a spirit more decided in its opposition 
to the new state. ^^ I have sounded the minds of Yermontei-s," 
wrote Oharles Phelps to Governor Olinton, on the 10th of July, 
^^ and find that they dare not at present, in thef(>ur towns where 
the committees dwell, meddle with us Yorkers, if people don't 
come from Bennington county witl^ weapons of terror to scare 
or frighten or fight us." He stated his belief that ^^ people of pro- 
perty " would pofrdare to attack the Yorkers ; and that those who 
should be so rash as to make any warlike demonstrations would 
be slaughtered as readily as the common enemy. To render 
the condition of the opposition more secure, he suggested that 
Geneml Washington should order four field-pieces to be sent from 
Springfield to Brattleborough. A demonstmtion of this nature, 
he contended, would have more effect in preventing trouble, 
than a militia force of three hundred Yorkers raised without 
the sanction and orders of Washington. Further to encourage 
the Governor to sustain the friends of New York, Daniel 
Shepardson informed him, on the 15th of July, that some of tlie 
more northern towns in Yermont would unite in favor of the 

* Iq reference to Mr. Tichenor's embnaay, Qoy. Clinton wrote to tlio Hon. 
James Duone, from PougUkeepsie, on tlie 6th of August, 1782, in tiiese words : " Mr. 
Tiohenor was sent among them [the friends of New York] by tlie leaders of the 
revolt, to endeavor to prevail upon them to submit to their government, and for 
tliis purpose made a very unfair use of the last report of the committee of Congress, 
by endeavoring to deceive Uiem into an opinion that it was tlie general sentie of 
Congress, and that a determination would accordingly soon be made in favor of 
tlieir independency. Tho* I have reason to believe that Mr. Tichcuor did not 
succeed in his intentions, yet by these acts and by inducing the people ivho live 
more exposed to believe tlmt, while they continue connected with them, they 
have nothing to apprehend from the common enemy, they have in some decree 
defeated the eflfect which the pacific measures of our I.egialaturo would have 
had on them." George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. xvi. doc. 1007. 
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Now York jurisdiction, provided assurances cotdd bo given of 
assistance from head-quartxjre.* 

Fn>m the activity displayed by tlio Vermont Legislature in 
passing and promulgating laws aimed directly at the extinction 
of tlie faction which refused to pay Vermont taxes or recognize 
Vermont legislation, and which was detennined to resist by 
fierce the execution of measures not originating with the govern- 
ment of New York — it was evident that a blow was soon to bo 
struck which would cripple the strength of the faction, or crush 
it for over. Tlie committees of the few towns which still con- 
tinued loyal to New York were aware of this state of tilings 
when they assembled at Guilford on the 15th of July, to con- 
sult upon the courae which they should adopt in case an appeal 
was had to arms. In their petition to Governor Clinton — the 
inevitable result of a meeting — they rehearaed the occun^ences . 
of the few weeks previous, and hinted their disquiet in words 
which almost announced it. Tlmt their own courage might 
he strengthened, the enemy terrified, and their "wavering 
brethren" encouraged, they besought the Governor to order tlie 
militia in the western part of New York to march against the 
Vennonters in case they should cross the mountains and com- 
mence hostilities upon the Yorkers in Cumberland county, 
lliey also asked for definite commands " to fight and stand" in 
their own defence. In order to nullify the arguments and elo- 
quence which had been employed by Vermont in miscon- 
struing the meaning of the resolves of Congress, they desired 
his Excellency to send an intelligent man to counteract tlie 
cflorts of " foquire Tichenor," and to certify to the people to 
what extent they might depend 1ii)on New York in tlie sup- 
jwrt of her own jurisdiction.^ Tliis petition and tlie other 
]mpers accompanying it, were forwarded by Mr. Cutbeth, who 
took the place of the regularly appointed messenger. In 
explanation of this substitution, the committees observed that 
they expected to have business for Major Shattuck, tlie Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Commandant, " about home."t 

Tlie messenger reached Kingston on the 24th of July. The 
Gumcil of Appointment were again summoned, and the 
oflicial list of the southern regiment was completed. Elisha 
Pierce was chosen Quarter-master, and six companies were 

♦ Ocoi-gc Clinton Piipcrs in N. Y. State Lib., toI xvi. docs. 4647,4065. 
I Ocorgo Clinton Pnpcru in N. Y. 8t«tc Lil».. vol. xvi. doc 4C54. 
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fonned — two in Brattlcborough, three in Guilford, and one in 
llalifax — each with a captain and the proper complement ot* 
Biibaltems. The commiBBions were immediately prepared and 
intrusted to Mr. Cutbeth, who was also the beoi'er of a letter 
from the Govei*nor to Colonel Church. In this communication, 
dated the 26th of July, all who sided with the Colonel were 
earnestly exhorted to ^^ preserve unanimity and firmness" 
among themselves, and reject the artifices which might bo 
employed by their adversaries to " deceive and amuse" them. 
To the committees of the towns who had petitioned for aid in 
their exti*emity, Governor Clinton, in a letter of the same 
date, defined his position in terras full and explicit. As i\n 
explanation of the course which he had been obliged to purauo 
towards tliose who amid change and misfortune, had still 
remained loyal to the government of New York, it must bo 
admitted that his language, though strictly true, was neither 
encouraging nor satisfactory. 

>^From the whole of my conduct respecting the controversy 
between the government of this state and its subjects on the 
^ GrantSi' " wrote he, ^^ you must be persuaded of my sincero 
wishes and disposition to afford you every possible aid and 
support, tliough at the same time you can easily conceive that 
in our present condition, when every effort and attention is 
requisite to defend the remaining part of the state from being 
wholly mined by the common enemy, it is not in my power 
positively to stipulate that any body of troops or militia shall 
inarch for your defence, should the usurped government of 
Vermont attempt to compel you by force of ai'ms to submit to 
their jurisdiction. Li being thus explicit with you, I would 
wish not to be undcratood as discouraging you in your opposi- 
tion to the usurpation, for you may be assured that however 
the distresses we have experienced, and are still subject to i'wm 
the war, may at present prevent us from employing the forces 
of the state in vindication of our rights, yet I have no reason to 
believe that the Legislature will ever relinquish their just claim 
to the temtory in question, unless impelled thereto by the 
most inevitable necessity ; neither do I think it probable, from 
the latest accounts I have received, that Congress will ever 
decide in favor of the pretensions of Vermont to iiidepcndency, 
ajid candor induces me to dedare alsOj that there is little 
prospect of their deciding in favor of its. The truth is, that 
the evidence in support of our claim to the jurisdiction of the 
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country, is 80 full and concluBive that there is no possibility of 
^vitliliohling a conviction from it ; and although there may bo 
individuals in Congress who, from motives of interest and policy, 
would wish to contract our limits, yet it is highly improbable 
that they will ever be able to influence Congress to make a 
decision favorable to their views, and especially as it is not 
submitted to Congress to determine arbitrarily, whether tlie 
HJrants' shall be a separate, independent state, but only to 
make a judicial adjudication, on evidence, relative to the 
boundary of this state ; nor have they by the confederation, 
power to create a new state. 

" Tliese matters you may rely on, notwitlistanding tlie asser- 
tions of Mr. Tichenor and the other leaders of the revolt, and 
who, to countenance their assertions, may produce reports of 
committees which were introduced into Coqgress, not in expec- 
tation that they ever would be adopted, but solely with a view 
to kccj) the spirit of defection alive, and to counteract the endea- 
vors of this state for the re-establishmeut of its jurisdiction by 
pacific, conciliatoiy measures. 

"Congress, as I observed in a former letter to you, have 
expressly prohibited these people from the exercise of any 
authority over you, and have enjoined a similar prohibition on 
UH with rcfii>cct of pei*sons who di8i)utc our jurisdiction. This 
])roliibition is not repealed by any subsequent act of Congress, 
and ought, therefore, to be observed by botli parties, and you 
are sensible we have in every instance strictly observed the 
reconnnendation on our part, and should the usurped govern- 
ment of Vermont attempt to enforce their jurisdiction over 
you, by having recourse to Compulsory, violent measures, your 
own ])mdeiite and virtue will dictate the mode and measure of 
opposition. Tlie faith and honor of Congress while you conduct 
yourselves agreeable to their recommendation is concerned for 
your protection, and I now renew to you my assurances of every 
aid which may be in my power to afford you. Your interest 
and happiness are deeply concemed in the event of tliis contro- 
versy, and the success of it depends much on your zeal and pini- 
dcncc, on which I place great reliance."* 

On the return of the messenger, the views of Governor Clin- 
ton were disclosed to all the principal. Icadcre of the opposition. 
Efforts were now inade to concentrate the strength of those who 

♦ George Clinton Papore in N. Y. State Lib., vol, xvi. docs. 4670, 4680. 
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were unfriendly to tlio jurisdiction of Vermont. Tfio "nimlo 
and measure " of tlio resistance which was to bo employed, had 
been left to the "prudence and virtue" of those who still con- 
tinued loyal to Now York ; but so unpleasant had their situation 
become, that the few plans which they arranged partook more of 
the spirit of revenge, than of a desire to defend themselves from 
the furtlier imposition of the taxes and decrees emanating from 
Vermont. They openly declared that they expected assistance 
from New York, and that there would be "terrible times," 
should a force from the other side of the mountains be sent to 
oppose them. On one occasion, when they were assembled to 
consult upon the adoption of measures for defence, a pi*oj)osition 
was niade that a vote should be taken for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the number of those who were willing to "disannul all 
tlie authority of Vermont." Tliis method of expressing a deter- 
minalion so important not being deemed sufHciently demonstra- 
tive by those who were most violent in their antipathy to the 
new state, a pledge was substituted in place of the vote, and 
tlie majority of those present bound themselves to " op]>oso the 
state of Vermont even to blood." Some, who desired to render 
the pledge more binding, at the close of the meeting formed a 
ring on the green which fronted the building in which they hud 
been assembled, and renewed and confirmed the ])ledge in a 
solemn and imposing manner. Aware that preparations were 
on foot to witlistand any attempts that might be nuule to enforce 
the laws of Vermont, Ira Allen was sent to IJrattlcborough an<l 
Guilford on the 14th of August, with directions to "observe the 
motions of the people" who were favorable to New York, in 
order that Oovernor Chittenden might determine upon the 
proper time to carry into effect the act of the Legislature con- 
cerning conspiracies which had been passed with special refer- 
ence to the present condition of the southern section of Wind- 
ham county. Scarcely had he accomplished the object of his 
journey, when an event occuri*ed which proved that the new 
government could not be too active in its intended operations. 

In a Justice's court in Windham county, organized by au- 
thority derived from the laws of Vermont, and held by John 
Bridgman, judgment had been rendered, on the 29th of July, 
against Timotliy Church of Brattleborough, at the suit of Ger- 
shom Orvis. A writ of execution was accordingly issued on the 
8th of August, and Jonathan Hunt, the high sheriff of the comi- 
ty by appointment of Vermont, was directed to levy on the 
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goods of said Church, nnd in case of a deficiency to commit liini 
to jtrison. Cliurch, being a Yorker, did not recognize tlie 
authority of Vermont and determined to resist it On the 22d 
of August, tlio sheriff waited on Church and made his demand. 
Church refused to satisfy it, and declared that nothing slioukl 
he taken off his farm unless the sheriff should prove the "stoutei**' 
man of the two. Tlie sheriff then approached Church and 
claimed him as his prisoner. By this time, there had assembled 
at Church's dwelling a number of his friends, who had resolved 
that ho should not bo taken unless by a voluntary submission. 
AVIien the sheriff endeavored with the help of some of his assist- 
ants to drag Church from the house, the latter resisted and 
plainly told the sheriff that ho would not go. In the further 
exercise of his authority, the sheriff commanded Joseph Cham- 
horlain, •li>sci>h Whipi)le, and Jonathan Church, to aid him. 
" Jle is not agoing to take Church, my word for it," said Cham- 
berlain to his companions, and, before the sheriff could sccui'o 
his j>ri8oucr, the three Yorkera whom he had ordered to assist 
hiui, had blocked up the door-way ami released Church from 
the graep of the law. Content to await the time when the civil 
should be supported by the military arm, the sheriff and his 
assistants departed, not at all displeased that the resistance 
with which the}'' had met, was to furnish them with a most po- 
tent argument in pursuing the couree upon which the state 
had already determined. 

On the 21st of June, the time of the passage of the act for the 
"]umi8hment of conspiracies," another act had been adopted, by 
which authority wjis given to the Governor as Captain-General, 
to direct any officer in the state to raise men, and employ them 
in assisting the sheriffs, in their respective counties, in the per- 
formance of their duties. By the same act, the Commissary- 
General was authorized to furnish the men so raised with the ne- 
cessary stores. Having been foiled in his attempts to enforce the 
laws of the state, the sheriff of Windham county made applica- 
tion for a military force to support him. At a meeting of the 
Comicil, held on the 29th of August, his application was pre- 
sented, and a resolution was passed rcconnncnding to Governor 
Chittxjnden "to raise one hundred and fifty men as volunteei's" 
within Col. Ebenezcr Walbridge's regiment on the west side of 
the mountains for the purpose of aiding tlie civil autliority of 
the state in "Windham county. The Governor was also request- 
ed to place the volunteer troops, and all othei*8 which should be 
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raised for this service, in the command of Brig.-Qcn. Ethan Al- 
len. On the 2d of September, tlu3 Governor, willing to employ 
efficient means to quell the insn'Boi'dinjttion of the' Yorkew, em- 
powered Ethan Allen to raise two hundred and fifty ihen ; one hun- 
dred and fifty in Walbridge's regiment, and one hundred in the 
regiment commanded by Col. L'a Allen, and to march them into 
Windham county, as a posse comitakts for the assistance of the 
civil authority. Consultations were now held ; ammunition and 
provisions were collected; the order of march was settled ; and 
messengers riding post, between Bennington and Brattlebo- 
rongh, kept the friends of Yermont on both sides of the moun- 
tains informed as to the measures which were then in progress. 
Precautions were also taken that the plans of the Yermontcrs 
should be kept secret. Guai*d8 were placed on the several roads 
crossing tlie mountains, who detained all persons going east- 
ward with the exception of the messengers. So effective was 
. this vigilance, that the Yorkers were only apprised by faint 
and uncertain mmorBi of tlie events which were so soon* to 
liappen. 

A week had passed since Ethan Allen had been placed in 
command of tlie troops, and the preparations which he and his 
associates had been making were now completed. On the even- 
ing of Sunday the 8th of September, the various companies from 
the towns in Bennington and Rutland counties, began to collect 
at Bennington, which place had been selected as a rendezvous 
for the troops. Portions of the regiments of Colonels Wulbridgc 
and Allen had volunteered their services on behalf of the state, 
and although the force was not as large as that which Governor 
Chittenden had wished to raise, its appearance was in no mea- 
sure contemptible. Long before sunrise on Monday the 0th, the 
whole party numbering about two hundred men, mounted, and 
nnder the command of Ethan Allen, were under full march 
towards the seat of conflict. On reaching lifarlborough, Ira 
Allen, with a force of twenty men, was dispatched to arrest 
Timothy Phelps who resided in that town, while the rest of the 
company pushed forward to engage in exploits of equal daring. 

Being a warm friend and hearty supporter of the jurfsdiction 
of New York, Timothy Phelps had for a long time been regard- 
ed with especial hatred by the Yermontcrs. His late accept- 
ance of the oflice of high sheriff of Cumberland county had not 
tended to lessen this impression, and the violence of his temper 
had rendered him, in the opinion of his opponents, as miich an 
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olijoct of foar as of dislike. Already had one officer acting 
iiinlor Veriiioiit experienced the unpleasant cftccts of his rage, 
and felt the force of his nerved and steady arm. The circmu- 
fitance was on this wise. One morning as !Mr. Phelps, pitch- 
fork in hand, was feeding his oxen, a constable with a few 
attendantH a]ipeared, made proclamation that he should distrain 
the oxen for taxes, and proceeded to drive them off. Deter- 
mined not to submit without a struggle, to a power which ho 
Hcornofl to recognize, Phelps placed himself before the oxen, 
armed with his intchfork, and ordered the constable to desist 
at his peril. To this comnnmd the constable paid no attention, 
but persisted in his attempt to take the cattle. Enraged at this 
conduct, Phelps raised his fork, and, swinging it with good 
effect, laid the officer senseless cm the gix)und. Seeing their 
leader fall, the assistants fled, while Phelps after securing his 
property went about his business, leaving the discomfited con- 
stable to depart at his leisure. 

Such was the man whom Ira Allen was now seeking to 
encounter. Desirous of availing himself of every means which 
Monid increase his chance of success, he determined to secure 
the co-oj)eratif)n of some of the residents of the town, and for 
this purpose waited on Col. William Williams, and explained 
to him tlie cause of his visit. Iliis gentleman, remarkable for 
ynanly beauty, elegance of form, and agreeableness of inannere, 
was also distinguished for his bravery and enterprise, and had 
been more active and useful in the settlement of the town than 
any of his contemporaries. At the battle of JJennington, ho had 
distinguished himself at the head of his regiment, and was now 
an open and avowed supporter of the govennnent of Vermont 
His ])leasant residence, built upon an eminence west of Mill 
brook, was in fidl view of the dwelling of Mr. Phelps, between 
whose family and his own, notwithstanding the difference in 
their |H)litical opinions, an intimacy existed which had not yet 
been embittered by jealousy or distrust. He was now called 
on as a citizen of the state to assist in the execution of its laws, 
and he could not consistently with loyalty or honor refuse to 
obev the summons. 

In accordance with her usual custom on this day, sacred to 
the rites of the wash-tub and the pounding barrel, Mrs. Phelps 
with three attendants, namely, a maid-servant, a little flaxen- 
haired alms-house boy about ten years of a<^c, named Caleb 
Pond — who then, as in after life, manifested that prudence, 
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keenness, artifice, and tact, which were the basis of his success 
in wliatever work lie engaged — and her son John, had repaired 
to a little arbor near tlie fording of Mill brook, for the pur^HhsC 
of " doing up the weekly washing." She had hardly got well 
into the suds when her attention was attracted by the tramp of 
feet, and looking up from her work she saw, splashing into the 
ford-way, more than forty armed men, (for the party had been 
doubled since it entered Marlborough) all mounted, with swords 
glittering in the sunlight, piloted and conducted — as she no- 
ticed with sorrow and surprise — ^by her old friend and neighlior 
Colonel Williams. As soon fSA they had reached the spot where 
she was stationed, with the spirit of a noble woman whoso 
privacy had been invaded, and with an air as undaunted as that 
of a hero, she stepped forward and said: ^^ Colonel Williams, 
yon grieve and amaze me. I had not expected such meanness 

'and treachery from a friend like you." With these words, and 
widiout waiting to hear tlie apology which Williams was striv- 
ing to stammer out, she took her son by the hand, and having 
ordered her maid to run on, proceeded with quickened step 
towards her 'residence a quarter of a mile distant. Meantime 
the attentive little flaxen-haired youth, having, as if by instinct, 
snuffed the object of this warlike movement, betook himself 
off with greyhound speed, in the same direction, but by another 
route. Favored by the cover of a gmve of poplai*s, ho suc- 
ceeded in reaching the house without attracting attention, and 
warned his master of the danger which threatened. No second 
intimation was needed, and in a few minutes Phelps had gained 
a place of concealment, as satisfactoiy to himself as it was diffi- 
cult of detection by his pni'snei'S. 

Crestfallen and ashamed, Williams had disappeared by some 
obscure pathway, leaving Allen and his company to act as their 
own guides. Arriving at their destination, the gaillant horse- 
men wheeled in great military display, and having ridden 

. around the house two or three times, dismounted, forced the 
door, and went in. Mra. Phelps, who M'ith her sou had ap- 

' preached by a shorter route, entered her dwelling a few 
moments later, to find it filled by the soldiei*s whom she had 
encountered at the brook, "Cowardly miscreants!" she ex- 
claimed, as'she glared upon them with a look of scornful eon- 
tempt. A volley of angry eloquence followed this fierce begin- 
ning, and the downcast looks and uneasy movements of the l>arty 
showed but too plainly how poorly they were prepared to bear 
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tlic taunts of a justly enraged woman. Many of them were 
gentlemen of true spirit, yet on this novel occasion, generous 
and gallant though they might be, they were perplexed to know 
how to act. Wishing to end their unpleasant taek as speedily 
as possible, they desired Mra. Phelps to conduct them to her 
husband. Jler reply was a refusal to gratify their wishes, and 
a defiance of their power. Enraged at their persistence in 
searching and incpiiring for Mr. niel])s, his loyal wife endea- 
vored to drive them from the house. Armed with a largo 
kitchen fire-6liovel,'She warned them to leave, in a firm though 
stormy and indignant manner. With her little boy at her apron 
strings, she ]>ursued her unwelcome visitor not only with fierce 
l(H»ks, but with quickened steps and threatening gestures. At 
one time one might have seen them dodging into a corner, as if 
to escape an im])ending blow; at another, endeavoring to pro- 
voke a laugh by some affected attempt at wit. But such a 
scene could not long continue. Her op])onents were men whose 
lessons in the school of humanity had not tended to make them 
])roficients in the employment in which they were now engaged, 
or taught them to make war on a defenceless woman, or ruth- 
lessly break the door of her private chamber. Tlie affair had 
by degrees assumed a farcical aspect. A smile was seen on this 
face and a smile on that. Pleasant expressions of countenance 
multijilied in all directions. A laugh followed — a general laugh, 
in which not only the brave soldiera, but the heroic woman and 
her little boy all joined. Go(k1 feeling was restored, and then 
the party were told by J^Irs. Phelps in a solenm manner, that 
her husband was not in the house. Satisfied with this state- 
ment, which M-as true, they apologized for the conduct which 
they had been obliged to exhibit, and departed with words of 
courtesy and respect. 

Although Pheli)8 had escaped the present danger, through 
the interference of his wife, yet his prudence did not avail to 
jjrotect him from the search of his pui-suers. Whether a guard 
wjw set to watch for his a])pearance, or whether, as is most 
likely, he chose to suffer with his friends, and with this design 
showed himself in public, docs not ]>liiinly apj)ear. Before the 
day had closed he was a prisoner in the hands of the Vermontr 
ei-8. The circumstances of his capture rest partl}^ on tradition. 
As Ethan Allen approached him, Phclj)8 in a loud voice 
ann«)unced himself as the hi^h slicriff of Cumberland county, 
bad<» Allen go about his business, denounced his conduct and 
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that of his men as riotous, and ordered the military to disperbo. 
With his usual roughness, Allen knocked the hat from the head 
of the doughty sheriff, oi*dered his attendants to ^' take the d — d 
rascal off," and galloped away to superhitend the operations of 
other portions of his forces. 

Since morning the strength of the Yermontei*8 had been con- 
siderably augmented by the militia of Windham county, Caip- 
tain Warren of Marlborough had brought twenty-seven men 
into service ; Captain Duncan of Dummei*ston eighty-three ; 
Oaptain Wheeler of Wilmington forty-six ; Lieutenant Moor of 
Cumberland twenty ; and another officer twenty, liy these 
additions from the brigade of Brig.-Gen. Sanmel Fletcher, who 
commanded in person, and who was supported by Col. Stejihen 
B. Bradley, Lieut-Col. Charles Kathan, and Adj. Elkanuh Day; 
tlio Yermontera wore able to present a force of four hundred 
men, ready to act as should best serve the purposes and welfare 
of the state. Detachments had been sent into the towns of Brat- 
tleborough, Halifax, and Guilford. In the latter place, Ethan 
Allen towards the close of the day awaited the arrival of prisoners 
from the neighboring towns. Col. Walbridge, who, with a party 
of men, had been sent into Halifax, succeeded in arresting Afaij. 
William Shattuek, Capt. Thomas Baker, and Ensign Daviil Land), 
three of the leading Yorkei's in that town, and conducted them 
under a strong guard to head-quartei's. In Guilford, Maj . Henry 
Evans and a number of othei's were taken, and although resist- 
ance was offered, yet the Vermontei's were not only too nunie- 
i*ou6, but were also too free in the use of powder and ball to be 
overcome by their surprised and unarmed opponents. 

In the evening, with the view of reaching Brattleborough 
that night, Ethan Allen, with his troops and prisoners, left Guil- 
ford. Meantime the Guilfordites had dissembled, with a deter- 
mination to defend their lives and property, and to the number 
of forty-six had stationed themselves by the side of the road over 
which the Yennontei's were to pass. As the latter came in 
sight, they were received by a volley from which they were glad 
to retire with all the speed which they could command from 
their jaded horses. Having reached a place of securit}', a con- 
sultation was held, and propositions of a savage nature were 
discussed during the half hour they were in conclave. Himiv 
demanded of their leader that a prisoner should be sacrifice<l fitr 
each one of his men who should be killed by the Yorkers, while 
othei's advocated the observance of the common rules of war- 
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fare. Aware of the power of his presence, and of the terror which 
he was able to inspire in othere, Allen again placed himself at 
the head of his men, and having ordered that mercy should be 
shown to no one who should offer resistance, returned on foot to 
(liiilford. lie advanced without molestation, and on reaching 
the town made proclamation to the people in these words : — 
'* I, Ethan Allen, do declare that I will give no quarter to the 
man, wonmn, or child who shall oppose me, and unless the 
inhabitants of Quilford peacefully submit to the authority of 
Vermont, I swear that I will lay it as desolate as Sodcyn and 
(lomorrah, by God." "Words like these uttered by one whoso 
name was a terror, and supported by men enraged and resolute, 
could not be disregarded with impunity. No sooner did the 
attack begin than the tcmficd Quilfbrdites fled in the utmost 
confusion, leaving behind them neither the dead, the dying, 
nor the wounded — leaving nothing but the remembrance of 
their presence and the prints of their retreating footsteps. Allen 
and his detachment, satisfied with their victoiy, were allowed 
to make their journey to Brattleborough without fui'ther moles- 
tation. 

On reaching this place, the party was augmented by the do 
tachments which luul been sent in pui-suit of ofleiulers, and by 
a number of ])ri8oners. Among the latter was Timothy Cliurdi, 
Lieut.-Colonel Commandant by ajipointment of Governor Clin- 
ton, of the militia in Cumberland county. On the 10th, the 
])risoners set out under a strong guard for Westminster. To 
ensure protection to his men, general oixlera were given by 
Kthan Allen to kill without quarter any person who should fire 
ui)on the troops ; and the greatest precaution was taken to pre- 
vent a rescue on the part of the Yorkers. As soon as the irrup- 
tion of Allen and his troops became known, many of the mili- 
tary coni])anies in the comity immediately marched to his aid, 
and i>laced themselves at his service. Tlie militia of the west 
parish of Westminster, though regularly organized, were for 
some time in doubt as to the coui-se they ouglit to take. True 
to the cause of Vermont, they were still unwilling to assist in 
ilisturbing their neighboi'S, who dilTercd from them on the 
question of jurisdiction. But on tlic morning of Tuesday the 
10th, although their captain, Deacon Ephraim llanney, refused 
t«) lead them, they concluded to wait on Gen. Allen, and with 
tills intention were a-dvancing towards Braitlcborongli, when, 
on (he "eilgeol* l)nnnnei*8ton" they met him and his forces. 
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Tiinnng nhout they joined liis rotiiuio and Accoinpanied liiiii to 
Westminster where the priaonors, twenty in ]uind)er, were lodg- 
ed in the jail which was gnarded by a strong force. 

Though deprived of their liberty, the captives were not 
resti^ained in the use of the tongue. Phelps dechired, that as 
sheriff of Cumberland county ho had a right to comnmnd the 
jail, but the assertion had no perceptible eftect, either on Jona- 
than Hunt the sheriff of Windham county or on Oet>rge Foot 
the jailer. " Yon have nsed us well," said Church to the guards, 
" and I expect soon to have yon confined, and I will treat yon 
likewise. To-morrow morning, by nine or ten o'clock, you shadl 
be here in onr stead, and wo will be walking about." Evans 
entertained the same opinion; and they all ainiounced with con- 
fidenco the speedy arrival of a force from New York which 
would release them from prisoA, and punish the mob for their 
insolent and seditious behavior. 

But their predictions, with whatever sincerity they might 
have been ntteved, were not to bo fulfilled. On the llth, a 
special term of the Superior court was connnenced at West- 
minster. Tlio bench was occupied by Moses Itobinson, the 
chief judge, and by Dr. Jonas Fay, John Fassott, and Paul 
Spooner, side judges. Stephen Row Bradley appeared as 
the state's attorney, and William Gould as clerk. A grand 
jury was drawn of which William Simonds was forcnuui, 
and the court was declared duly organized. In the means 
which had been employed to arrest the obnoxious Yorkei*8, lit- 
tle, attention had been paid to legal forms, and the civil had 
been almost wholly supei*seded by the militar}- arm. For this 
retisor^ great care was now taken that all omissions shouUl be 
supplied, lest the disregard of laws and statutes which had been 
manifested should be quoted as a precedent on some future 
occasion. The principal offendei's were first brought to triail. 
Tlie presentment made by the grand jury, contained charges 
against Timothy Church, AVilliam Shattuck, Henry Evans, Ti- 
mothy Phelps and Cliarles Phelps. In the quaint, but emphatic 
language of the old forms, '^ not having God before their eyes, 
but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil," 
it was asserted that, on the 1st of August preceding, at Guilford, 
and on other occasions, both before and after that time, they 
did " with force and arms treacherously and perfidiously con- 
spire an invasion, insurrection, and ])ublic rebellion against this 
state, bj' their treacherously assembling together, consulting and 
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ji(lvi>sin«r toprotlior of the mcnns to dcstniy the constitution of tins 
slato, and subvert the freedom and independence of the go- 
vernment thereof." It was also charged, that in order to acconu 
))lish these ends, and to bring the govermncnt into the hands of 
the i»eoj)lc of the state of Now York, they Jiad written letters 
and sent messengers to Governor George Clinton, calculated to 
incite him tc» invade tlie state of Vermont ; and that they had 
often met for the ])nrposc of imprisoning the freemen of the 
state, and withstanding its lawful authority. Strenuous efforts 
had been made to arrest Cliarles Fhel])S, wlioso name was 
inchided in this indictment, but he had succeeded in eluding 
the vigilance of the militia. All the othei'S against whom 
charges were fomid were called to the bar, and being put to 
plead, pleaded not guilty, and for trial " threw themselves on 
the crjuntr}'." A jin-y was accordingly empanelled and the 
trial began. 

In support of the charges alleged, fifteen witnesses appeared 
who testified to the seditious behavior of the accused both in word 
and act, on many occasions during the preceding six months. 
It was shown that Church had refused to submit to an execu- 
tion which had been levied upon his property (or, in case this 
could not be seized u]>on, himself), and, that he, M'ith the aid of 
his friends, had resisted and repulsed the sheriff when ho 
endeavored to arrest him ; that he luid received the civil and 
military commission i)aper3 which had been sent from New 
York, and had distributed them as directed ; that ho had 
always been at the committee meetings of the Yorkei*s, and had 
eiH'oin'aged the people to opposition by asserting that Gov. 
Clinton had engaged to send an armed force into the county, 
and by adding his opinion that the Governor would be as good 
as his word. Ihit it also appeared that he had distrusted the 
issue of the cause in which he was engaged, for he had once 
stated that if the Yorkers could not carry their points, he would 
snbnn't to the govermncnt of Vermont. It was proved that 
Shattuck, when starting for New York early in the summer, 
had boasted that he rIiouUI obtain assistance from government, 
and woubl "drive the matter warmly " when he returned; that 
he had counselled the people to contiruie their opposition to 
Vermont; had declared that he would do all that lie could 
both in public and private to oppose the state ; and had verified 
this declaration by his acts. The testimony concerning Evans 
rhowed th«at he had often avowed his detennination to with- 
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stand the jurisdiction of Vermont oven " unto blood," and to 
use his own words, had declared his readiness " to try it on " 
whenever the yerniontei*s should see fit to fight ; tliat he had 
resisted Yermont constables ; liad assisted in rescuing property 
that had been lawfully seized by the sheriff ; and had expressed 
his hatred of the new state and its officei*s in the most violent 
and seditious tenns. Evidence was also adduced, proving that 
Timothy Phelps, in the capacity of high sheriff of Cumberland 
county by appointment of New York, had often s*iid that he 
would execute warr^mts ^'at the risk of his life;" that he had 
even endeavored to seize a Yermont constable, and had in one 
instance aiTested a man, conveyed hhn to his (Phelps's) house, and 
there kept him imder guard imtil he was retaken by his friends. 
Such was the nature of the testimony introduced by the pro- 
secuting attorney. It does not appear that any attempt m'ub 
made by the defendants to disprove the statements of the 
opposing witnesses, and in this condition the cases were left 
with the jury. By their verdict the delinquents were found 
^^ guilty of the facts charged 'in the indictment." The court 
therefore gave judgment ^Hhat Timothy Church, William 
Shattuck, Henry Evans and-Timothy Phelps be eacli of them 
taken from the bar of this court back to the common gaol of 
this county, there to remain in close imprisonment imtil iho 
4th day of October next ; and that they be then taken by the 
sheriff of the said county from the said common gaol and car- 
ried without the limits of this state ; and that they be then an<l 
there forever banished from this state, not to retnrn thereto 
on penalty of death; and that all their goods, chattels, and 
estiites be condemned, seized and sold, as forfeited to the use of 
this state." The fii-st part of this sentence was immediately 
carried into execution, and the prisonei's were confined in the 
jail rooms on the lower floor in the north part of the 1)uilding in 
which the court were convened. Attachments were also issued, 
and officers were dispatched to take the property of the crimi- 
nals. Of the effects of Shattuck, a constable nmde return that 
he had attached ^^ about eighty acres of land in Halifax, with 
the buildings thereon standing; about ten tons of hay ; a snuill 
quantity of rye in sheaf; a considerably quantity of flax spread 
on the ground ; and about two or three acres of Indian corn 
standing on the ground." In the words of Timothy IMielps, 
" all his goods were sold, except his wile's apparel, the beds, 
and one cow." The estates of the others were taken in like 
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innnner, niul the proceedg of the sales which followed, were 
appropriated to the use of the state. 

Although Ethan Allen and his men had failed in their attempt 
to arrest Charles Plielps, another eflTort, instigated by tlie state's 
attorney, was made to take him. In the complaint i>resented 
to the court in this case, charges similar to those which had 
been brought against tlie other offendera were preferred. In 
addition to these it was «tated that Pheli^s had bi-ought into the 
state of Vermont, ^^a seditious noel, tending to stir up a public 
rebellion ;" that he had written, printed, and published abroad, 
" a seditious libel, with a manifest intent, wittingly and design- 
edly to raise an insurrection and public rebellion" against tlie 
state; and that there was the highest reason to believe that 
there were in his possession " a number of books, writings, and 
manuscripts," whose tendency was to weaken and destroy the 
government and constitution as established. A waiTant for his 
arrest, and for the seizure of his books, was accordingly issued. 
Tlie search for Phelps was unsucccssfid, but his books and 
manuscrii)ts were seized, and having been brought into court 
were retained as confiscated to tlic state. Sucli of them as 
were obnoxious were probably destroyed or concealed, and the 
remainder were sold under the hammer.* 

On the 1 2th a number of the other delinquents were brought to 
trial. Complaint was made against Joseph Chamberlain, 
Joseph Whipple, and Jonathan Chin*ch, who, on the 22d of 
August previous, had rescued Timothy Church from the hands 
of the sheriff as has already been related. Chamberlain was 
adjudged guilty of i)articipatiug in this act, and was sentenced 



* Tlie library of Clinrlcs Phelps, wa.% it is supposed, the most yaluftble in ilie 
state of Vermont, nt the period to which allusion is made. Tlie sale of this eol- 
Icction, enriched many a previously scantily-supplied shelf. Eyen now the old 
volumes of tliis uncompromising Yorker, are to be found scattered here and there 
in the farm houses of the dcscetulants of those who bought them in those troublous 
times. Among the works seized by the shcrifT, were a number belonging to Mr 
riiclpjv's son, Solomon. By a special order of the court granted at the session in 
Fcbnmry 1783, it appears that "Salkdd's llcports, 1 vol., Milton's Paradise Lost, 
Tolcmachu«, 2 vols.. Lord Bacon's Essays, and such other books as the said Solo- 
mon Phelps's name is inserted in," were restored to that gentleman. This dis- 
pof&ition to make rcstitntion did not long continue. By tiw entry in the Journals 
of the Awembly of Vermont under dote of the 14tli of October, 1783, it appears 
tlmt " the petition of Solomon Phelps reprcRcnting that a number of his books, 
seised by order of the Supreme court, arc in the possession of 8tc[>hcn R. Bradley, 
Esq., and praying an order of this House for the restoration tliercof," was rcod, 
and dismissed by a resolution 

29 
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to pay a fine of £20, also the costs of prosecution, and to stand 
committed until judgment sliould ]>e complied with. Of those 
who had been engaged at Quilford on the 10th of !May })re- 
ceding, in rescuing a cow which had been taken on execution 
by deputy sheriff Barzillai Kice, Joseph Peck wlio acted as a 
ringleader on that occasion, was declai'cd guilty of the charges 
preferred against him, and was mulcted in the sum of £30 and 
costs. Asaph Carpenter, Edward Carpenter, and Shubael Ihil- 
lock who had assisted in the rescue, were fined £20 and costs. 
Stephen Chase who pleaded guilty to the same charge, was 
released on giving bail to the amount of £30, to be foifeited in 
case he should leave town without the order of the court. On 
the following week he was fined £4 and costs.* A present- 
ment was then made by tlie grand jury charging that Joseph 
Peck, ^^ on the Ist day of July last past, not being a continental 
ofiicer, did accept and hold a commission, not derived from the 
authori^ of the people of this state, to wit, a commission of 
captain of part of the militia of Guilford, under the authority 
of tlie people of the state of New York, contrary to the form 
of tlie statute in such case made and provided, and against the 
peace and dignity of the freemen of the state of Vermont." 
The charge was not, however, sustained. Peck was dechircil 
not guilty, but was obliged to discliarge the costs of prosecution. 
Tliis failure to prove the accusation, arose from an error in the 
indictment. It was charged that he held a captaincy under 
New York, " on or about the 1st day of July last past." His 
commission, on the contrary, bore date the 24th of July, and he 
did not receive it until the beginning of August. Twenty other 
persons were presented by the gi'and jury as holding connnis- 
sions derived from New York, but as many of them had not 
been arrested, it was thought best to delay the prosecution, and 
the cases were for the present reserved. 

The circumstance and result of the irruption of the Yermont- 
ors, were early made known to the border residents of New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts, and were accompanied with 
earnest and oft-repeated applications from the Yorkers for 
assistance. Some of flie inhabitants of Massachusetts were dis- 
posed to grant the desired aid, and letters and messengera were 
dispatched in various directions to ascertain the opinions of 



* In answer to an application made by Chase, the fine was remitted by ft reso- 
lution of the Coanoil of Vermont, passed June 8Ui, 1785. 
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those Avitli Avliom rested tlio power of deciding upon the pro- 
j)riety of interference. One oflBcer wrote to another in tliose 
words : — "I recommend it* to your wise and prudent considera- 
tion, if it be not our duty to recommend it to our officera and 
soldiers to ride up, armed well, to Guilford where they are 
committing those war hostilities." Tlien, referring to the 
Yorkers, he added : — " You and I are, with all the United States, 
l>«>imd by the confederacy to protect them from all such vio- 
lence." But a sentiment adverse to interference prevailed, 
and Vermont and New York, occupying now a position clearly 
antagonistic, wore left to pursue the course which strengtli or 
l)olicy might dictate. 

Flushed with success, Ethan Allen was unable to restrain hid 
blatant boasting and vulgar oaths. Against Clinton, in particu- 
lar, did his wordy rage vent itself in torrents of abuse. " Had 
I but the ordere,'' said he, " I could go to Albany and be head 
inoiiarch in three weeks, and I have a good mind to do it." In 
an interview which he held with Shattnck, he endeavored to 
lici-suude him to renounce his allegiance to New York, and 
unite with Vermont ; assured him that Congress had no right 
to pass any resolutions respecting Vermont ; and employed a 
variety of arguments to show that Congress were in reality 
willing that Vermont should be a separate state. Tliis latter 
argmnent was also made use of by the state's attorney. "You 
are deceived by Congress," said he to the prisoners; " you have 
placed your (lependcnce upon the hope of obtaining from them 
a decisive resolution favorable to your desires, and have been 
duped." 

'Jlie rcmaindor of the session was occupied in disposing of 
such minor matters as required immediate attention. Knowing 
that the arrest of many of those who had been charged with 
seditious behavior would be attended with great diflBculty, the 
court chose to i)nrsue towards them a method more stringent 
even than that which had been already adopted. By a stretch 
of power they resolved on the 13th, to seize and confiscate the 
OBtatcs of the Yorkei*s against whom they held warrants but 
whose ]>oi'sons they could not find. To enforce this resolution, 
Ktlian Allen determined to make a new levy, and requested 
(Jen. Fletcher to raise in his brigade "two hundred able, effect- 
ive* men, oqnii)t for war to assist the civil authority in carrying 
into execntion" the laws of the state. Of this number, Fletcher 
'Ic'sired Col. Stei)lien R. Bradley to raise in his regiment one 
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half, either "by draft or vohintcci*8 ;" to supply them with 
three days' provisions ; and inarch them " so as to rendezvous at 
Landlord Arins's in Brattleborough on Monday evening next in 
ordgr to advance to Guilford on Tuesday morning/' 

Aided by a posse comitattis of such power, the sheriff and his 
assistants experienced but little difficulty, and no opposition, in 
performing the task assigned them. The result of their foray 
was entirely successful. The terrified York^i's fearing Kthan 
Allen " more than the devil" as some of them declared, Hed 
from their farms and dwellings at his approach, leaving every- 
thing at tlio mercy of their opponents. Upon these deserted 
premises tlie Yermonters entei*ed, taking in the name of the 
btate whatever they desired. Tliey drove off one hundred and 
fifty head of cattle besides sheep and hogs unnumbered. They 
took possession of barns well filled with produce, thrashed out 
the grain and carried it away. Tlioy left warrants for those 
"whoee property tliey had despoiled, but whoso pei^sons they had 
not yet taken, and informed them by message that they would 
bo bound for trial or committed to jail should they be once ar- 
rested. On Saturday, the 14th, the court adjourned »iiie die^ 
and the prisoners who had not yet been brought to trial, an(l 
who had been taken since the session began, numbering thirteen 
in all, were subsequently marched to Marlborough there to await 
the further order of their captora. 

In order to satisfy the demands of justice, another special ses- 
sion of the court was commenced at Marlborough, on Tuesday, 
the 17th. On this occasion the indictments were drawn with 
care, and no difficulty was experienced in obtainhig a conviction. 
Ilezekiah Broad, Daniel Lynd, Joshua Lynd, and Samuel Me- 
lendy, all of Guilford, pleaded guilty to the charge of having 
been engaged in rescuing a cow from the hands of the deputy 
sheriff on the 10th of May previous. Broad was fined £12; 
Daniel Lynd, £4 ; and Melendy £3. Each was required to dis- 
charge the costs 6f his suit, and to enter into a recognizance to 
the amount of £50 " to be of good behavior towards all the good 
and liege subjects of this state, till the 1st day of February, 
A. D. 1783." Joshua Lynd was mulcted in the sum of £2 and 
costs. Tliomas Baker confessed to the acceptance from the 
state of New York, of a captaincy in the militia company of 
Halifax ; David Lamb to the acceptance of an ensigncy in the 
same organization ; Simeon Ferrel and Isaac AVeld to the ac- 
ceptance, the one of an ensigncy and the other of a lieutenancv 
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111 the Quilfortl militia ; nnd Jolm Alexander to the acceptance 
of a lieutenant's coiiiniission in one of the companies of Brattle- 
borough. Baker's fine and costs were fixed at £7 15*. 6d. J 
those of Lamb, at £7. Weld was fined £2 10*. and costs. Fer- 
rel* and Alexander were mulcted the one in the sum of £2, and 
the other in the sum of £20 ; both were charged witli costs and 
were required to enter into a recognizance of £50 each, to be 
forfeited in case they should not act with propriety during the 
next four months and a half. Joseph Coleman and Eleazcr 
Church charged with disobedience to the laws of the state, gave 
bonds for their good behavior and were acquitted without fine. 
On tlie 19tli, the last day of the session, Sdmuel Ely of Con- 
M'ay, in the county of Hampshire, Massachusetts, but lately a 
resident in the town of Wilmington, Vermont, was brought to the 
bar for trial. A bold, but rash and impetuous man, he had 
served in the battle of Bennington as a volunteer, and being 
connected with no company or regiment had fought without 
Mie advice or direction of any person. lie had been court-mar- 
tialed after the action on account of his singular conduct in 
retaining a large amount of valuable plunder, but had been 
honorably discharged on proof that he had taken only such arti- 
cles as he had won in his own independent method of warfare. 
Since that period his restlessness had engaged him in many scenes 
of an unpleasant nature, and had finally resulted in his arrest 
under the laws of .Vermont. In the presentment of the state's 
attorney, it was charged that the prisoner, " not having God 
before Iiis eyes, but being moved and seduced by tlie instigation 
of the Devil ; and little regarding the laws of this state or the 
penalties in the same contained ; and being a pernicious and 
seditious man, and a person of depraved, impious and disquiet 
mind, and of a seditious disposition and conversation; and con- 
triving, ])ractising,and falsely, maliciously, turbulently, and sedi- 
tiously intending the peace and common tranquillity of the free- 
men of the state of Vermont to disquiet, molest, and disturb ; 
and to bring his Excellency, Tliomas Chittenden, Esq., Gover- 
nor of said state, the Honorable Council and House of Repr^en- 
tatives (being the general supreme court of justice in the afcu'e- 

• At tlic conclusion of the triftl, Weld took the oath of alleginnce to Vermont 
in ofTcn conrt Hy an entry in the Council records of the state, dated Wcstmin* 
ptcr, October 18th, 1788, nnd signed by Lot IToll, secretary /)ro tefnpore/ii appears 
thnt the fines of Weld and Ferrcl were remitted on that occasion, upon the plea 
of Tliomas Cutler. 
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said BtatQ of Yormout,) and the pi*occcdiug8 of tlio BAinc into 
great hatred, contempt and scandal with all the good and faith- 
ful subjects of tliis state; and tlie magistrates, judges and jus- 
tices witliin said state, and the generals, colonels, captains and 
{>t]ier military officers of tliis state to scandalize, villify and 
bring into contempt" — ^in the presentment it was charged tliat 
the prisoner influenced by these unworthy motives, and in order 
^^ his most wicked conti*ivances, practices, and intentions afore- 
said to compleat, perfect and render effectual," did on the 10th 
of July preceding, and at otlier* times, ^'say, assert, affirm and 
pronounce, and with a loud voice did declare tliese false, nuili- 
cious, seditious and opprobrious English words following, that is 
to say : — ^The state of Yermont is a damned state, and the act 
for the pui*pose of raising ten shillings upon every hundred acres 
of land is a curaed act, and they that made it are a cursed b(»dy 
of men.' " It was also asserted tliat ^^ in further prosecution (»f 
his malice" he did publicly declare ^Uhat the general or 
supreme court aforesaid were a pack of villains, and that if n(» 
other person would undertake to overturn or destroy the govern- 
ment of Yermont, he, tlio said Ely, would do it, and he had got 
that in his pocket which would overset them." In addition to 
tliese charges it was alleged that he did ^' damn the state of 
Yermont and all its officers, and did curse the laws of the same 
as passed by the General Assembly thereof." Such >vero the 
accusations which the redoubtable Ely was called upon to con- 
front. 

Witnesses from Wilmington tcstifled to the truth of the 
charges, and the jury announced to the court through tiieir 
foreman Jonathan Underwood, their decision that the ]>risoncr 
was guilty of a breach of an act of the state, entitled ^' An act 
for the punishment of defamation." In conformity with the 
choice vested in the court to punish defamcrs by fine, imprison- 
ment, disfranchisement or banishment, according to the nature 
of the offence, Ely was ordered to be taken to the guard house 
in Marlborough ; thence, on the morrow to be conveyed to the 
limits of the state ; to be then banished and forbidden to return 
until eighteen months from date should have expired, on 
penalty of being imprisoned the same length of time. 

With this trial ended the fii'stn'esohite attempt of the govern- 
ment of Yermont to enforce obedience to the laws of the state; 
by the civil and military arm combined. The i»rocee(ling.s 
attendant upon this manifestation, were, in some instances. 
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unnecessarily severe and cruel. Many of the prisoners during 
tlicir confinenicnt at Westminster and Marlborough, suffered 
severely from want of food and other necessaries. Two of them, 
during eleven days' imprisonment, were allowed but four meals 
of victuals by their guards. Ethan Allen himself acknowledged, 
that the method which had been pursued by him was "a 
savage way to sup})ort government" At the same time ho 
fleclared that ho could not have carried his imnt in any other 
manner. Satisfied with the policy that had induced tliese acts, 
he and his friends exchanged congratulations at Uie part they 
had taken in the Guilford war, and made known their detenui- 
nation to present to Congress a full report of their doings.* 

* MS. Records of Superior court of Yt, Sq>i, 1782. MS. DcpomtioiA Jaws 
of Yt Yariout 113. Tortimony, Lotten^ AffidiiTitB, etc Thompson's Qaietteer, |\ 
148. 
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ATTEHTTS TO OBTAIN THE nrTBRFBRUNOB OF OONGRESS. 

Charles Phelps and Joel Bigelow repair to Poughkeepsie— Public and private letters 
of QoT. Olinton to the New York delegates in Oongresi — Clinton to Bigelow — 
New York delegates to Clinton — Depositions of Yorkers— 0. Phelps proceeds 
to Philaddphia—Churdi, Shattuck, Evans, and T. Phelps— SUUiucnt of 
grieyances by the New York adherents— Shattuek and Evans with Gov. 
Clinton — 0. Phelps before Congress Bhattuck and Evans visit Philadelphia — 
Action of Congress — Persbtenoe of 0. Phelps— Congressional resolves — Deitti- 
tution of Sliattuck, Evans, and 0. Phelps— Resolutions of tlie 0lh of December 
—Further action of Congress— Gov. Clinton to tlie convention of committees- 
Strife between the Yorkers and Yermonters— Proposal for a temporary settle- 
ment of difficulties — John Dridgman taken, and released on parole — Governor 
Chittenden's letter about the Yorkers— Report that Col. Church was to be 
hanged — Effect of the resolves of tlie Sth of December — Correspondence 
between the Yorkers and Gov. Clinton — Letter from (]ov<;rnor Chittciiilcn to 
the President of Congress — Remonstrance of the General Assembly of Vermont 
to Congress. 

On the 11th of September, the day on which the trials of tlio 
prisoners taken by Etiian Allen commenced at Westminster, 
a number of the citizens of New York, in Cumberland county 
constituted Charles Phelps their agent to visit Governor Olin- 
ton, to repair to Congress, and to act for them in matters per- 
taining to the controveray, " as he in his prudence and discre- 
tion," should think proper. Knowing that a warrant had 
been issued for his arrest, and that the militia were endeavoring 
to take him, Phelps strove to avoid their vigilance and ulti- 
mately succeeded. Tliough desirous of visiting his family 
before proceeding on his mission, he was obliged to leave with- 
out seeing them. While on the road and before ho hud left 
the state, he was pursued by eight or ten men for several 
miles, but fortunately escaped. Having obtained a supply of 
clothing from his friends in Iladley, he made the best of his 
way to Poughkeepsie. On the same day Joel Bigelow, of 
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(tinlfonl, left for the panic place, for the purpose of acquainting 
Governor Clinton with the late proceedings. Travelling with 
greater expedition than Plieli>8, ho reached Dutchess county 
before him, and, on the 15th of September, made a deposition 
before Justice Melancton Smith, concerning the conduct of 
the Vcrmonters, and the manner in which they liad been 
received by the Yorkers. * Tliis deposition was immediately 
transmitted to the delegates in Congress from New York, with 
a request that it might be communicated to Congress as soon 
as ])08sible, inasmuch as it clearly evinced the necessity of a 
speedy determination of the boundary dispute, or at least of an 
interference which should ])reservo the public peace until tlio 
controversy could be finally decided.* 

In a letter dated the ICth of September, and accompanying 
the deposition, Governor Clinton announced it.as a fact, " un- 
deniably true," that the government of New York and its 
subjects on the " Grants," had strictly adhered to the recora- 
mcndation of Congress " in abstaining from the exercise of any 
authority over pereons professing subjection to the pretended 
state of Vermont." He detailed the advice which he was 
about to transmit to his oppressed fellow-citizens in Cmnber- 
huid county ; referred in a pointed manner to what lie deemed 
the duty of Congress ; and concluded in these words : — " Fronri 
the spirit and determination of the inhabitants of several towns 
on the east side of the mountains who have resolved to experienco 
every inconvenience rather than swerve from their duty and 
allegiance to the state [of New York], until Congress declares 
the ' Grants' not to be comprehended within our boundaries, I 
am induced to believe this [outrage] will lead to more serious 
consequences for which, however, I do not consider either the 
state or myself responsible." In a supplementary note of a 
private nature, the Governor requested the delegates, " without 
mentioning this intimation," to read his communication 
publicly in Congress when the deposition should be introduced. 
" In a letter to 3'ou," he observed in explanation, " I can use a 
freedom which in an address immediately to Congress might be 
conceived rather derogatory to their dignity .... I feel the 
honor of the state and myself hurt, that my repeated ai>plica- 
tirms to them for a decision of the controvei-sy have been not 
only ineffectual but even unnoticed. You arc fully sensible of 

• M3- CommiBsion ond Deposition. 



458 HmoBT ov xastebm vbbmomt. [1782. 

my aituationi and of the condition of tlio stato to assert its 
rightSi and I flatter myself you feel for our unfortunate fellow- 
citizens who Are thus exposed to outrage and injury. I have, 
theroforci only to add an earnest request, to use every means 
for inducing Congress to attend to this very important business. 
Tlie unfortunate people who are now made prisoners by the in- 
surgents, having in every instance religiously adhered to the 
recommendation of Congress, conceive they have a just claim 
to their protection, and consequently look up to them for a 
speedy and effectual interposition for their relief."* 

Having dispatched the lettera and deposition to Philadelphia, 
Governor Clinton placed in the hands of Mr. Bigelow a com- 
munication directed to him, and intended for tlie peinisal of the 
unfortunate sufferers by the '^ late outrage." Tlie advice which 
he gave was well in keeping with the character of the man. 
^' I would as heretofore," said he, ^^ recommend to our friends, 
still to persevere in the line of conduct pointed out by the 
resolve of Congress, in abstaining from all acts of force or 
violence except when their immediate self-defence shall compel 
them to have recourse to resistance by arms. At tlie same 
time, should the government of the pretended state continue 
to hold tlie prisoners in confinement, I would then think it 
justifiable and advisable that attempts should be made for tlieir 
release; and if this cannot be effected, then that an equal 
number of tlie insurgents should be taken and brought to thisf 
or any other place of security in the state, where they can be 
detained as hostages for the security and indemnity of the sub- 
jects of this state whom they have made prisonera of." j: 

The dispatches of Governor Clinton having been received at 
Philadelphia on the 20tli, an attempt was made by the New 
York delegates to read them in Congress without delay, but a 
pressure of business of greater importance rendered this course 
impracticable. The pei^son by who^n the papers had been sent 
being apprehensive that his poverty would not permit him to 
tarry long in Philadelphia, left without the information of 
whicK Clinton had hoped he would be the bearer. Assurances 
were however conveyed to the Governor of the interest which 
others beside himself felt in tlie result of the late occurrences. 

• Qeorgo Clinton Papen, in N. Y. SUU Lib., toL xtI docs. 4761, 4762. 
f PoughkMpue. 

X Doo. Hist N. T., \r, 1012, 1018. Papon relating to Yt GontroTcrsy, in offico 
See. SUto N. Y., p. 47. 



1782.] bixbt's oohmukioatiom to gov. cunton. 459 

"Tliis now and unexpected violence," wrote the delegates, 
" offered in direct opposition to the recommendations of Oon- 
grc«8 to those peaceable citizens who have always strictly ad-, 
hered to the same, and the dangerous consequences which may 
ensue from such evil examples, will, we trust, induce Congi*e88 
innncdiafely to inter|)oso and exert their authority for the relief 
an<l ])rotcction of those unhappy people, our fellow-citizens, now 
made prisoners by a lawless power. Your Excellency majr 
rest assured that we shall exert ourselves to the utmost for their 
relief, and that measures may bo adopted for the future protec- 
tion of the adherents to our state who reside in that district of 
country."* 

In order that Governor Clinton might be fiUly informed of 
the conduct of the Vennonters, the deiK)sition8 of Tliomas Baker 
and David Lanib, two of the suffcrcre by the " late outrage," 
were sent to him by Samuel Bixby, the clerk of the New 
York convention of committees. Li an accompanying communi- 
cation, dated the 22d, Bixby stated that the sentence which tlio 
])ri8oner8 had received was contrary to the laws of Vermont, as 
they were not taken under arms, which was the only condition 
on which their conduct was to be adjudged criminal. On this 
]K»int, however, he was at fault, for the particular act under 
Avhich they were arrested, denounced punishment against any 
one who should conspire against the liberty of the state, 
whether with arms or otherwise, lie also referred to tlie 
illegality of the proceedings, whereby the same tribunal had held 
and swayed botli the legislative and the executive power. And 
in this ])articular his remark was just, for it was by order of 
the court, and not by legislative enactment, that the officers 
were empowered to seize the property of those against whom 
charges had been preferred, when it was ascertahied that their 
l)cr8ons could not be secured. Tlie reply of the New York 
(lelegatcfl, a part of which has been already recited, was received 
by Governor Clinton on the 27tli, and the information which it 
contained was immediately transmitted by him, to the conven- 
tion of Cumberland county. In the few words of advice which 
he added, he, as on former occasions, counselled his friends to 
behave pc.iceably, and " not to have recourse to violence or 
force," unless the immediate defence of their pereons and pro- 
]>crty should demand the employment of such measures. At 

• George Clinton Pnpcw, m N. Y. Stfttc Lib., vol. xvi., docs. 4772,4778. 
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tlio samo timo ho wroto to Jonathan Hunt, who, as shcriif of 
Windham county, had takon an active part in arresting the 
subjects of New York. lie reminded him that tlie proceedings 
in wliich he had been engaged were in ^^ direct opposition and 
contempt of the recommendations of Congress," and warned liim 
of the " dangei*ous consequences" whicli would ensue slionhl 
ho attempt to execute process against those who refused to obey 
the laws of Vermont* 

Soon after Governor Clinton liad dispatched the messenger 
to Philadelphia with the information which. Digelow ha<l 
brauglit from Gnilford, Charles Phelps arrived at Poiighkeep- 
sie with accounts confirmatory of the reports which had pre- 
ceded him. Here he remained until the messenger i*eturned 
from Philadelphia, when he made known his intention of pay- 
ing a visit to Congress. Conceiving that his presence there 
AVonl4 be of no service to the cause he was eager to advocate, 
and apprehending ho would be ^Hroublesomo and perha[>s 
burthensome" to those widi whom hp would necessarily be 
brought most in contact, Governor Clinton endeavored to dissuade 
him fi*om going. Notliing could change his determination. 
•Though the Governor declined writing by him, lest the delegates 
should suppose that his visit was made by the Governor's 
approbation, Phelps departed on the 1st of October, depending 
on his own resources for the assistance he should require. 

In conformity with the sentence that had been passed upon 
them, Church, Shattuck, Evans, and Timothy Phelps were re- 
leased from imprisonment on the 4th of October. They were 
then taken under a strong guard across Connecticut river into 
New Hampshire, where the sentence of bamishment was rea<1 
to them by Samuel Avery, a Vermont deputy sheriif. To this 
the penalty of death was added, provided they should ever 
return. On the 24th, the sheriff of Windham county was 
directed by a resolution of the General Assembly, to sell their 
estates fls confiscated property, and accept in payment, '^ due 
bills, pay-table orders, or hard money." He was also directed 
to sell as much of the estates of those persons who had been 
indicted by the grand jurors of Windham county, as should 

* Soon after the receipt of this letter, infltigotoil either by fenr or by doiibtn 
at to the legality of his course, Hunt re«igiietl his office. I>r. Elkanali Day moa 
appointed iu his place on the lOth of October, 1782. MS. Accounts. Doc. lli:»t. 
N. Y., iv. 1018, lOU. Ocorgo Clinton Papers, in N. Y. Stjite I/ib., vol. xvi. <1i»c. 
4781. Papers relating to Yt. Controvemy, in office Sec. State N. Y., p. 48. 
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servo to i>ny tho expense of the posse comiiaius ; and was in- 
structed to " take tho advice of the principal men of the county, 
and endeavor to levy such expense in proportion to the crimes 
and abilities of such delincpients." 

During the confinement of the prisoners, the committees of 
lirattlcborough, Guilford, Halifax, and Marlborough, had been 
engaged in preparing n report of the grievances to which tlioy 
luul been subjected by reason of tlieir adherence to the govern- 
ment of New York. Tliis document was full in its details, and 
embraced the discussion of topics relating as well to the con- 
dition of tJic whole state, as to tho condition of Windham and 
AVindsor counties. Among other criminations contained in it^ 
the General Assembly of Vermont were accused of entering 
into a treaty with the enemies of the United States, without tlio 
knowledge or consent of tho people at largo, and, when 
charged with the offence of flatly denying that any such treaty 
had ever been commenced. Announcement was also made of 
the current belief that negotiations had been initiated with the 
Ih-itish in Canada, for the puri)ose of transferring Vennont to 
the common enemy. Tlie secret policy of the state was con- 
denmed. Governor Chittenden's conduct was pronounced 
arbitrary. Tlie acts of the Vermont Legislature were declared 
unauthorized. Taxes which had been levied for the purpose of 
Rup|M»rting the government of Vermont were branded as tmjust 
The finances of the state were represented as impoverished in 
condition, and the oflScers to whom the dutj- of collecting 
nuiney had been entrusted were denounced as exacting and 
heartless men. In view of these charges, the committees expressed 
their sentiments in language plain and definite. ''By a reso- 
lution of tho Assembly of tho state of JN"cw York, in October, 
1781, and one of March, 1782,'' said they, " it appears that the 
state of New York are determined to support their jurisdiction 
over this territory ; and it being our opinion that it was gua- 
ranteed to them in tho confederation by the other states, and 
that to them we owe our allegiance, we therefore conceive we 
shall be highly to blame and of coui-se involve ourselves in 
certain ruin, by resisting or opposing the authority of Now 
York, since by bo doing we shall oppose and resist the authority 
of Congress and of the thirteen United States, and bring ine- 
vitable destruction upon ourselves. To avoid these evils, we 
think it oiir indispensable duty to pubuiit oui-selves to the 
authority of the state rf New York." 
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In the courBe of this Btatemont of grievances, other actions of 
the governuient of Vermont were unsparingly condemned. 
Tlie late legal enactments conceiving those who acknc^wledged 
the jurisdiction of New York, were stigmatized with especial 
bitterness. " We are of opinion," said they, " that tlio most 
capital of all the pi-oceedings of this old Green Mountain Core,* 
is their preparing a law especially for a certain set of people — 
who, while this territory was under the jurisdiction of New 
York, were orderly, good subjects to tlie state of Now York, 
and who never before, when that jurisdiction was regularly 
supported here, nor since the setting up of this pretended new 
state, have ever joined the new state, but have ever adhered to 
the state of New York — ^by which law they have made it 
treason to join any of die other stat^, or to refuse to adhere to 
the new state of Yermont." C!onduct such as Uiis they de- 
nounced as particularly heiuous, since Congress had expressly 
ordered Uiat tlie rulers of Yermont should exercise no authority 
over any person who was unwilling to acknowledge the juris- 
diction of that state. Oontinuing in this strain, they detailed 
the general effects of the treatment they had been comiKslled to 
undergo, and of the sufferings they had borne in behalf of New 
York, and concluded their statements in these words : — '^ We 
conceive tliere can be no way to ensure peace and prosperity to 
die people of these ^ Grants,' but to put an end to their present 
policy and government Perhaps in some future day it may bo 
for the happiness of this part of the country to be made a 
separate jurisdiction, within such bounds and under such 
regulations as the United States in their wisdom shall see tit. 
We think it will be very easy for Congress to point out a way 
ill which justice may for the present be done to all the con- 
tending and different claims ; but should matters be suffered to 
go on in the courae they have now taken, we cannot imagine 
where they will end, unless it be in riots, tumults, disorder, and 
confusion, and most probably in bloodshed among ourBelves."t 

This statement of the associated committees was entrusted to 
Majors Shattuck and Evans on the 7di of October, to be by 
them presented to Governor Clinton and the Ixigislature of 
New York. Tlie two ofticers reached Poughkeepsie on the 
14th of October, and were courteously received by die Governor, 

• CJoppc 

f Qeorge Clinton Papers, in N. Y StiiU Tib., vol xvi. doo. 4788. 
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who Ii8tcno<l with interest nnd attention to their representationB- 
They furnished him with affidavits in which were embodied n 
full relation of the events which had led to the trial and im- 
prisonment of themselves and friends; a particular state- 
ment of the conduct of Ethan Allen during the " late violent 
proceedings ;" and a few suggestions as to the cause of the ap- 
])earanco of the British at the northward and westward. In 
their own defence they stated tliat they had never '' made uso 
of any force or violence to compel such of the inhabitants on the 
district called the New Hampshire Grants, who professed 
allegiance to the said usui*ped government, to renounce tlieir 
allegiance thereto, or to submit to Uio government or authority 
of the said state of New York ; or by any act of force or 
violence interrupted or prevented the exorcise of any authority 
under the said pretended state of Vermont over such pereons as 
professed allegiance thereto." Governor Clinton immediately 
notified the information he had received to the New York 
delegates in Congress. In his letter to them, he enclosed 
copies of the papers which had been furnished him by Shattuck 
and Evans. "I think they cannot fail," wrote he, referring to 
the depositions, " of making an impression on the minds of 
Ci^ngrcss, not unfavorable to us."* 

Meantime Charles Phelps having reached Philadelphia, was 
htisied in detailing his misfortunes to those who he hoped would 
be interested in relieving tliem. By his own solicitation ho 
obtained permission to appear before the committee of Congress 
to whom had been referred the consideration of tlie troubles in 
(yumberland county, and on the 8th of October, at an evening 
session, was engaged for " two or three hours, with very little 
inteiTuption," in recounting the transactions which had been 
the cause of his visit So important were the affidavits which 
he presented on this occasion, that the committee refused to 
report ujion them until they should have been read in Congress. 
To this arrangement Ezra L'llommedieu and James Duano — 
the two New York delegates then in attendance — were obliged 
to submit, although by so doing the presentation of tlie report 
upon the statements made more than two weeks before was 
necessarily deferred. Not content with these efforts, Phelps in 
character of agent for tlie convention of committees from the 
towns in Vermont loyal to New York, presented a memorial to 

• George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., toI. xti. doc. 4802. 
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C!ongre88 on the lOtli, in which Iio stated that his constituents 
on the '^ Grants " Imd considered themselves protected by the 
resohitions of Congress passed on the 24th of September^ 1771)^ and 
on the 2d of June, 1780, and for this reason had acted in accord- 
ance with those resohitions. He also declared his belief that the 
peraons who had been imprisoned for refusing to acknowledge 
the jurisdiction of Vermont would be sent to Canada. In his 
own behalf he i^rayed that measures might be taken to eftect the 
restoration of his property.* 

On tlie 16th of October — one month from the date of Goveni- 
or Clinton's letter to Congress conUiining a notification of tlio 
outbreak in Cumberland county — tlie committee a])i)ointcd by 
Congress presented their report. At tlie same time anotlier 
report was proposed as a substitute. Tliese proceedings ended 
in a recommitment of die whole subject. A tliird rei)ort made 
by John Rutledge, on the 22d, in which he and his colleagues 
recommended to tlie people on the ^^ Qrants " to abstain from 
all measures calculated to create disturbancOi was amended and 
laid aside for further consideration. 

Since their arrival at Poughkeepsio, Shattuck and Evans had 
remained in the vicinity of tliat place, hoping to receive 
^^ accounts of the issue of the controversy on tlie ^ Grants ;' and 
tJiat Congress had taken decided measures for the relief of their 
fellow citizens in Cumberland county, and their jirotection in 
future against the violence of the Vermont party." Having 
been assured by a letter from Mr. L'Uommcdieu of the IGth 
of October, that "no effectual measures" had been or pro- 
bably would be taken in Congress until the general question 
respecting jurisdiction should be determined, they conchuled to 
extend their journey to Philadelphia and there await the events. 
In the letter of introduction which was furnished them by 
Governor Clinton, full approbation was expressed of the coui*be 
they had resolved to adopt " Tliey, witli several otliers, their 
neighbore," wrote the Governor to the New York delegates, 
" are stript of all their property and banished, uikI under the 
circumstances cannot think of seeing their families till they 
have made every effort for obtaining redress. They have 
determined therefore to go on to Philadelphia, in hopes that 
their presence, and the information they can communicate, may 
assist in bringing about a more speedy settlement of this bubi- 

* Georgo Cliuton Papers, in N. T. State Lib., vol zvl docs. 4790, 4707. 
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nces. I Imvo liclpcd tlicin to a small sum of caeli to defray 
their expenses and to prevent their being burthensome to you. 
It is unnecessary to recommend them to your countenance and 
assistance. Tlio cause they are engaged in, gives them the best 
assurance of this."* 

While (tovemor Clinton exercised especial care to send to 
Philadelphia co])ies of all the popers concerning the controversy 
which ho received, tlio New York delegates never neglected to 
bring Iiis dispatches to tlie notice of Congress on the earliest 
occasion. ' 13y this means the topic of greatest interest to the 
persecuted adiierents of New York was kept in continual agita- 
tion. Tliough Congress were desirous tliat "internal peace 
should be preserved, as well between the respective members 
of the Union as within each district thereof," and even favored 
the appointment of a day for the linal dipposition of the question 
of jurisdiction, still they were unwilling that any measure should 
he taken in the present emergency tending to prejudice the 
decision of Congress on the general question. To this cause 
nmst be attributed, in part, the delay with which every propo- 
sition for a thorough examination of the relative position of the 
two parties claiming jurisdiction on the "Grants," was met. 
AVhile sentiments like these were prevailing in the minds of 
many of the delegates, Shattnck and Evans appeared in Phila- 
delpliin, and on the 28th of October laid their petition before 
(>>npresp. In this document they briefly reheai'sed the history 
of the difliculties which they had been obliged to encounter; 
referred to the " fifty persons having families," who had been 
driven from their homes, and who were then "wandering about 
in tlie utmost distress ;" mentioned the forbearance which the suf- 
ferers had exhibited in refraining from " acts of retaliation ;" and 
asked for aid, and for the restoration of their possessions to those 
who had been deprived of them by the late transactions of the 
))eople of Vermont. Nor did they scruple to refer to their own 
dc»stitution, and to the immediate inconveniences to which they 
were exposed, on account of a want of money, and of the difficulty 
of supporting tlioinsclvcs in Phihul(»lj)hia where necessity had 
obliged them to repair for justice. Though but little was to be 
ex))cctcd from Congress until the general couree which they 
Mere to follow in the controvei*sy should be fixed, yet the peti- 
tioners were not allowed to suftcr. " They are very decent men 

• Ocorge Clinton Popcn*, in N. Y. Stntc Lib., vol xvi. docfi. 4809, 4826. MSa 
in ijfTicc Sec. State Vt 
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and aro treated with respect," wi'ote Mr. L'lTommedieu, and 
subsequent events proved that private means were at their ser- 
vice, though the aid of Congress was denied them.* 

llie committee of Congress to whom had been referred the 
letter of the lOtli of September from Governor Clinton, the 
deposition of Joel Bigelow, the memorial of Charles Phelps, and 
a number of other papers, presented another report on the 6th 
of November, in which several important alterations and addi- 
tions had been made. At tlie same time the consideration of 
the report which had been made to Congress on the ITtli of 
April previous, recommending the admission of Vermont into 
the 'Union, was called for. After a lengthened discussion, all 
that portion of tlxo subject relating to an ultimate adjustment 
of difficulties by an acknowle(]gment of the independence of Ver- 
mont as a separate state was postponed. Tlie consideration of 
the question whether ^^ the people inhabiting the territory called 
Vermont" had relinquished tlieir claims to the Eastern and 
Western Unions was declared necessary and proper before 
arguing the questions which depended upon it. Ileferring to 
the action of Congress on this occasion, Mr. L'llounne- 
dieu expressed a wish that since the general question had been 
thus laid aside. Congress would take measures to preserve the 
peace of the disturbed district. Tlie constituency of his own state, 
many of tlie inhabitants on the '^ Grants," and no inconsiderable 
number of the membera of Congress avowed tlie same desire, 
and anxiously awaited the time when the present difficulties at 
least, should be ended. 

Believing fully in the innate strength of petition, Charles 
Phelps did not cease to besiege Congress with missives supi>li- 
catory, missives memorial, and missives remonstrative. On the 
6th of November he besought Congress " for a continental relief 
of money and clothing for his necessitous circumstances." In 
order to prove the validity of the gi'ounds upon which he asked 
for assistance, he stated that when leaving home in some haste, 
h6 had been pursued several miles by eight or ten of the Ver- 
mont " light infantry ;" that he barely made his escape from 
" those armed purauers;" that l*- was " necessitated to borrow 
a great part of his necessary a]>parel fifty miles from home ;" 
that his garments were now nearly worn out, his money almost 
exhausted, and the debts which he had been forced to contract 

• George Clinton Pnpert, in N. T. State Lib., yol. x?i. docs. 4S2R, 4S31. 4S8.'^, 
4S4a. 
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for tlio Bn]>port of liinisclf niul lioreo iinpaiil. Although liis con- 
dition required the aid for which ho sought, yet Congress did 
not deem tlieniselves boinid to heed his requests, and tlie peti- 
tion was dismissed. It is probable tliat a similar petition prefer- 
red by Shattuck and Evans was treated in a similar manner. 
Oil the 13th of November, the day preceding that on which the 
congi-epsional committee were to report concerning the condition 
of the " Grants," Mr. L'llommedieu wrote to Governor Clinton, 
deferring to the 14th, he observed : — " After that time I shall 
ndviPc Messrs. rheli)8, Shattuck, and Evans to rotuni, as it will 
answer no pui*|)ose for Uiein to continue longer in this expen- 
sive ])lace. They have spent all their money and are consider- 
ably in debt, which in their petition they have mentioned, but I 
believe will have no relief in that respect, more than in the 
other, from Congress."* 

A j)ortion of the report on Governor Clinton's letter of the 
ICth of September, and on the petitions of Phelps, Shattuck, and 
Kvaiis, had been already referred to a committee of three for 
further consideration. In a second report presented on the lith 
of November, the committee stated " that the measures copi- 
])laiiied of in the papere above mentioned, were probably occa- 
sioned by the state of New York having lately issued commis- 
sioiiR, both civil and military, to persons resident in the district 
callecl Vermont." AVith this opinion for a basis, they proposed 
the fi»llowing resolutions : — 

" lliat it be recommended to the state of New York to revoke 
all commissions, either civil or military, which have been issued 
by the said state since the month of May last, to persons residing 
in the district called Yennont, as described in the resolves of 
the 7th and 20th of August, 1781. 

" Tliat it be recommended to the pereons exercising the pow- 
ci^s of govennnent within the said district, to make full and 
ample satisfaction to Charles Phelps, William Shattuck, and 
Henry Evans, and to all others in a similar predicament, for the 
djunages which they have sustained in pereon and property, in 
consequence of the measures taken against them in the said dis- 
trict, and to suffer them to return to their habitations, and to 
remain unmolested in tlie district aforesaid. 

"Tliat it be recommended to the state of New York, and to 
tlic pereons exercising the powers of government within the 

* .Totirnnlff of Am. Congress, iiL 102. George Clinton pApers, in N. Y, State 
Lib., vol. XV i., doc; 4887. 
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district aforesaid^ to adhoro to tho recommendations of Congress 
contained in tlieir resolve of September 24, 1779, until a deci- 
sion shall be had by Congress on the subject referred to them 
by tho said state of New York and the said district of Vermont.** 

However just these resolutions might have appeared to those 
who proposed them, yet they failed to obtain the concurrence 
of Congress. A motion to agree to the fii*st resolution wtis lost, 
a motion to recommit the second was negatived, and, on a final 
vote, tho consideration of tho remainder of tlie rej^ort was post- 
poned. On none did tho immediate effects of this refusal to 
reimburse the sufiering Yorkera fall more heavily than on the 
three petitioners, who, for several weeks, had awaited at Phila- 
delphia, patiently and amid poveity, the decision of Congress. 
Tlieir indebtedness, owing to tlie expensiveness of living, had 
increased to such an extent that they were unable to meet it. 
On the IStli of November an attempt was made by the New 
York delegates to relieve their necessities by borrowing a hun- 
dred dollars on the credit of tlie state. ^^ If this plan fails,'* 
wrote James Duane^ ^4t is more than probable they will lose 
tlieir liberty, as they have already done their property, for it is 
out of my power to aid them." On the 17th the same gentle- 
man informed Clinton that ^' the distress of Phelps having been 
brought to a crisis,'* nothing was left but to borrow '' for his 
and his unfoi-tunate companions* support.*' The desired loan 
was effected ; the debts of the trio whose visit had given " infi- 
nite uneasiness" to their friends in Philadeli)hia were discharged ; 
and the fear of imprisonment for debt was brought to an cud. 

As there was but little expectation that any resolution could 
now be obt4iincd which would prove favorable to the Yorkei-s, 
the main reason for the delay of their agents in an ex])cnsivo 
city was removed. Desirous of visiting their families, provided 
they could do so with safety, Shattuck and Evans set out on 
their return home on the lOtli. Phelps,- on the contrary, ho|>- 
ing to be able to accomplish liy importunity what he had failed 
to perform by petition and remonstrance, determined to remain. 
Tlie two former reached Ponghkeepsie on the 23d ; detailed to 
Governor Clinton an account of their visit; and confirmed tho 
reix)rt which had already reached him of their failure to im- 
press upon Congress the necessity of prompt and decisive action 
in restoring to the Yorkera their homes and possessions.^ 

* Journals of Am. Cong., 17. 106, 106. George Clinton Papert in N. Y. State 
Lib., Tol. xvL doc0. 4850. 4857, 4858. 
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Evmis now dctcnnincd to return to Guilford, in spite of tlie 
penalties denounced against Iiini in case he should ever again 
enter Avitliin the borders of Vermont. Shattuck, more cautious, 
concluded to obey the decree of banishment until ho should 
receive fiu-ther accounts from Philadelphia. With his accus- 
tomed kindness. Governor Clinton wrote a letter to Col. Timo- 
thy Church, on the 24th, as an endorsement of any statements 
which Shattuck or Evans might make relative to the views of 
Congress conceniing the present unfortunate troubles. *^ Tlieso 
gentlemen,'* observed Clinton, referring to them, "have had 
an oi)iK)rtunity which I long wished them to have of being ac- 
quainted with the sentiments of the different members of Con- 
gress respecting our controverey with the pretended state of 
Vermont, as they are thereby enabled to form a judgment, 
founded on their own knowledge of facts, of what will be the 
probable issue of a dispute in which they are so deeply inte- 
rested. Tliis rendera it unnecessaiy for me to say anything on 
a subject of which they will be able to give so fuU and satisfac- 
tory information, and I have therefore only to repeat what I 
often suggested, that much will depend on the conduct of the 
good subjects of this state on the * Grants,' whose firm and 
steady adherence to their duty and allegiance I would flatter 
myself will soon be rewarded by a determination that will re- 
lieve them from their present distresses, and guard them against 
future oppression." Eeaching home on the 1st of December, 
Evans, to use his own language, " found the people in a very 
broken situation." It was observed, however, that the effect of 
his statements, and of the clear and honest declarations of Gover- 
nor Clinton, were temporarily beneficial in removing the gloom 
which had been caused by long continued disapjwintment.* 

Various attempts were made to resume the consideration of 
the report of the committee to whom had been referred the 
report of a former committee on the letter of Governor Clinton, 
of September 16th, and the accompanying documents. Tlie 
subject was at length brought before Congress on the 5th of 
December, but its consideration was again postponed. Follow- 
ing the declaration of this postponement, a motion was made 
by Thomas McKean, of Delaware, and seconded by Alexander 
llamilton, of New York, in these woids : — 

"Whereas it appears to Congress, by authentic documents, 

. 

• George Cluiton rapcrs in N. Y. State Lib., vol. xvi. doc. 48C2. 
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tliat tlio people inhabiting the district of country on the west 
side of Connecticut river, commonly called the New Iluinpshiro 
Grants, and claiming to be an independent state, in contempt 
of the authority of Congress, and in direct violation of the reso- 
lutions of the 24:th of September, 1779, and of the 2d of June, 
1780, did, in the month of September last, proceed to exercise 
jurisdiction over the pei'sons and properties of sundry inhabit- 
ants of the said district, professing themselves to be subjects of, 
and to owe allegiance to the state of Kew York, by means 
whereof divera of them have been condemned to banishment, not 
to return on pain of death and confiscation of estate ; and othei*s 
liavo been fined in largo sums and odicrwise deprived of pro- 
perty; tlierefore, 

^^ Resolved, Tliat Uio said acts and proceedings of the said 
people, being highly derogatory to the authority of the United 
States, and dangerous to the confederacy, require the immediate 
and decided interposition of Congress, for the protection and 
relief of such as have suffered by tliom, and for preserving 
peace in tlio said district, until a decision shall bo had of the 
controversy, relative to the jurisdiction of the same. 

^^ Tliat the people inhabiting the said district claiming to be 
independent, be, and they are hereby, required, without delay, 
to make full and ample restitution to Timothy Church, Timothy 
Phelps, Henry Evans, William Shattuck, and such othci*s us 
have been condemned to banishment and confiscation of estate, 
or have otherwise been deprived of property since the 1st duy 
of September last, for the damages they have sustained by the 
acts and proceedings aforesaid ; and that they be not molested 
in their persons or properties, or their return to their habitations 
in the said district. 

"That the United States will take effectual measures to en- 
force a compliance with the aforesaid resolutions, in cose the 
same shall be disobeyed by the people of the said district. 

" Tliat no pcreons holding commissions under the state of New 
York, or under the people of the said district claiming to be 
independent, exercise any authority over the persons and pro- 
perties of any inhabitants in the said district, contrary to the 
forementioned resolutions of the 24th of September, 1779, and 
the 2d of June, 1780. 

"That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to 
Thomas Chittenden, Es(]., of Bennington, in the district afore- 
said, to be communicated to the people thereof." 
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Bctbro the vote was taken on this motion, an attempt was 
made to amend the first resohition, and to strike out the whole 
of the resohition relating to tlie determination of the United 
States to enforce the decrees which Congress had passed on the 
snhject of the controverey. Tliese suggestions were not received 
witli favor, and on the qnestion to agree to the original motion, 
an aflirmative decision was obtahied. 

Hie hostility of Congress at this time towards tlie leading men 
in Vennont, was made especially apparent in connection with 
these transactions. As the Secretary of AVar was abont to visit 
his family in Massachusetts, David Ilamsay of South Carolina, 
moved a resohition on the 10th of December, instructing that 
gentleman " to take Vermont in his way," and carry a report 
of the doings of tlie 5th of December to Mr. Cliittenden. Al- 
though it was urged that such a course would insure the deli- 
very of the papers, serve to conciliate the opposition, and afford 
the means of obtaining certain knowledge of the Vennonters, 
yet the proposition was strenuously resisted,* the opinion of many 
being that such an act would tend to degrade a high servant of 
the United States, and to give an unwarranted im^^ortance to the 
claims of Vermont t d sovereignty and independence. Tlie objec- 
tions i)revailed, and as Ouigrcss appeared unwilling to make spe- 
cial provision for transmitting the resolutions, the President of 
CongrcPH gave notice that he should sctuI them to the coniman- 
dor-inchief to bo forwarded by him to their place of destina- 
tion. Though they were regarded as an index of the sentiments 
of Congress, yet the condition of the United States, and the dread 
of the common foe tended greatly to diminish their effect In 
their letter, announcing the action of Congress, the New York 
delegates frankly confessed that they could not "absolutely rely 
upon the execution of the coercive part" of the resolutions. A 
similar o]>inion wiw entertained by all who were best acquaint- 
ed with the i>olitical condition of the Union.* 

As was his custom, whenever any measure was adopted per- 
taining to his constituents on the " Grants," Governor Clin- 
ton transmitted a cop}' of the late resolves, to the convention 
composed of the coniniittecs of the towns of Brattleborough, 
Guilford, Halifax, and Marlborough. Accomi)anying the 

• Journnlfl Am. ConfC-, >▼• 112, 113, 114. Madison Tftpcre, i. 228, 229, 280. 
George Clinton Papci-s, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. xvi. doc 4883. Slndc'fl Vt State 
Pnpcn*. pp. 177, 178. Pftpers relating to Vt Controversy, in office Sec State N, 
Y., p. 49. 
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resolves, was a letter, dated the 23d of December, whose con- 
tents were evidently intended for the guidance and consola- 
tion of those who had been and who still were faitliful to New 
York. Tlie sound, energetic, and scholarly ideas of the patriot 
Governor, as exin-ossed in this thoughtful and well-prei^ared 
production, were in these words : — 

" I have the pleasure of transmitting you sundry resolutions 
of Congress, passed in consequence of the outrages lately com- 
mitted by the usurped government of Vermont on the subjects 
of this stAte in Oumberland county. I should have been liap|)y 
could a final determination of the controversy respecting the 
jurisdiction of the district of tlie New Hampshire Grants, have 
been obtained ; but as this could not at present be effected, I 
flatter myself the present measure, as it is calculated to pre- 
serve the peace of that district until such a decision can be had, 
and ensure justice to our distressed fellow citizens for the da- 
mages they have sustained, will prove acceptable, and the more 
especially as it evinces a disposition which promises an equita- 
ble and favorable issue to the controversy, which issue I have 
the fullest confidence will ere long take place. 

" You will observe tliat one of the present resolutions pro- 
hibits the exercise of authority by either party over the other, 
contraiy to tlie resolutions of the 24th of September, 1770, and 
the 2d of June, 1780. Tliis repetition oi the sense of Congress, 
became necessary to remove the false impression which the 
leadera of the usurped government had made on the minds of 
the people by insinuations which you well know they indns- 
ti-iously propagated that those resolutions no longer existed, and 
that Congress never intended to enforce them. By these means, 
tliey not only led many into the violent and unwarrantable 
measures which they had in contemplation, but discouraged our 
ft*iends from a justifiable resistance. My sentiments are so i'ully 
and explicitly expressed as to the line of conduct to bo pui*Bued 
by those in your district holding commissions or offices under 
this government, as to render it altogether unnecessary now to 
repeat them. The good consequences which have already re- 
sulted from the part you have acted, as well as respect for the 
gi*eat Council of America, will, I am pcrauadcd, induce those 
holding commissions under this state, still to pei-severe in paying 
a strict compliance to the recommendations of Congress, Uy ex- 
ercising authority only over those professing themselves to be 
subjects of, and to owe allegiance to this stace. 
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" To obviftto any cxcnso that may be offered by tlie pretend- 
ed state, in case tlicy should dehiy complying with the resohi- 
tion directing restitution to Colonel Church and the other suf- 
ferers, I would suggest the propriety of immediately causing 
fair and reasonable accounts to be made out, of the damages 
sustnined by them respectively ; would have tlie same attested 
to, by the parties, before a magistrate ; and (retaining tmo 
coi>ie8), would transnn't the originals by a person who will bo 
able to swear to the delivery thereof, to Thomas Chittenden, 
Esq. Tliat these accounts may have every appearance of tnitli 
and candor, I. would advise that besides the attestations of tho 
|)arty,they be also testified to be just and reasonable, by as many 
jKM-Hons of reputation as from their knowledge of tlio charges 
can with propriety gii^e silch certificates. 

" IJ3' the resolution directing restitution, you will also observe 
that tho peraons banished are not to be molested in their pei'sons 
or property- on their return to their habitations. Tliey would, 
therefore, bo justifiable in returning immediately, but I would 
advise a delay sufficient for the j)romulgatiou of the resolutions of 
C<»ngress on this subject in the district, lest insults might be com- 
mitted upon them by there voltere, and ignorance pleaded in ex- 
cuse. It is probable, howcv(»r, that the resolutions will be suffi- 
ciently known before this can reach you, and that a further delay 
in a matter so interesting to the sutfercre may not be necessary. 

" I would fain flatter myself with a hope of a voluntary return 
of the mass of the peoi>lo in your county to their duty and allegi- 
ance. I am convinced that there are many in your county well 
attached to the cause of America at large, that have been led 
from their duty and allegiance by the artful insinuations of 
desigm'ng and wicked men, who either wish to subjugate that 
district to British tyranny, or to gratify their own ambition and 
]iride by establishing an independency which, while it would 
enrich and aggrandize a few, would distress and ruin the great 
bulk of the people. These men I could wish might be recovered 
from their delusion, and tluit the conduct of our friends towards 
them nn'glit at all times bo such as shall appear niost likely to 
cllVct so desirable an end. Yon must be BOTisiblc of the unal- 
terable determination of the state to secure the inhabitants their 
])roperty under whatever title it may be desired ; and should 
the late act tor this purpose be defective in any particular, or 
subject to the least rea.soiiable objection, I may venture to assure 
them, that on their discovering a disposition to return to their 
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duty, every jnst cause of complaint (If any still exists) will be 
heard and removed; and this idea I wish maybe inipresse<l 
upon their minds, as well as the danger to which they are 
exposed by persevering in their present unjustifiable opi>osition. 
Be watchful at the same time of the conduct of those that are 
disaffected to the liberties of America, of whom, fi\>m late as 
well as former discoveries, I have the best reason to believe 
there are many leading character in your quarter. 

" Tlie Legislature will meet the fii'st Tuesday of next month 
at Kingston, and it would afford them much satisfaction to find 
that the measures they have adopted for quieting the disoi^ders 
in the northeastern parts of this state have not proved inef- 
fectual.*'* 

Suck were the principles which, in the view of Qovernor 
Olinton, were to be maintained by his constituents. Such the 
coui*8e of conduct they were bound to pursue, until they should 
find themselves unable to witlistand the .collected force of the 
goveniment and people of the new state of Vermont. But 
before this letter Iiad reached its destination, or Governor Chit- 
tenden had been informed of the passage of the resolves of the 
6th of December, an event had occuri*ed, within the disputed 
territory, which evinced the determination not only of the Ycr- 
monters to enforce the decrees with which they had threateiie<l 
those peraons whom they had banished from the state, but of 
the Yorkei's also to resist the efforts made to subdue them. 

The return of Evans had already induced the belief that the 
rigorous punishment which had been denounced against him 
and his companions would not be carried into execution. This 
belief was strengthened, and new life was now given to the 
adherents of "NTew York, by the arrival of Colonel Church and 
Major Shattuck. The latter reached his home in Halifax on 
tlie ISth of December, and on the same day was informed that 
the authorities of Vermont had determined to dispossc^ Daniel 
Shepardson of Guilford, a subject of New York, or pull his 
house down. Aroused by these reports, Shattuck and a number 
of his friends met on the evening of the 17th, and resolved to 
protect Shepardson from violence. While preparations were 
on foot for carrying this design into execution, intelligence was 
received, on the morning of the 18th, of the capture of Church 
by the Vermontcre. Upon this Shattuck changed his plan, pro- 

* Georgo Cliaton Vapera, in N. T. State Lib., vol xvi. doa 4894. 
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coofled to Cinilford, raised two coinpanics of men, and, for* the 
])iirposc of i*etalintioii, endeavored to arrest Col. Benjamin Car- 
penter and a certain Major Shepardson, the former the kite 
Lientenant-Qovernor of Vermont, and tlio latter a staunch 
Riipporter of its authority. Failing in this undertaking, Shat- 
tuck and his men entered the dwellings of those whom they had 
intenfled to capture, seized their arms, committed other depre- 
dations of a similar character, and returned home. Not content 
with the residt of this expedition, Shattuck and his party luado 
nnothcr on the night of the 20th, took John Bridgman, one of the 
judges of the county court, prisoner, and brought hhn to Guil- 
ford. On the following day Bridgman was released on parole. 
By the terms of tlie parole agreement ho was allowed to visit 
file State's Attorney, the Govenior, and the Council of Vermont, 
for the purpose of procuring the freedom of Col. Chiu*ch. Should 
he succeed, his own liberty was to be granted him. Should ho 
fail he was to return by the 2d of «tanuary, 1783. 

Fearing? that a civil war was about to break out. Col. John Ser- 
geant of the Vermont militia ordered several companies in his 
regiment to rendezvous at Brattleborough, in order, as was after- 
wards stated in the muster rolls, " to 8ui)pres8 insurrections and 
dislurhancee then subsisting in those parts." Tlie Yorkera 
meanwhile continued to hold their men under arms. On the 
night of the 23d of December, they received information that 
tlie Vermont soldiery were preparing to attack them. Ilaving 
l)laced his men in ambush, Shattuck awaited the approach of 
lu's op))onents. But his expectations were not realized. Tlie 
Vermont militia, while on their march, were surprised by a 
l)arty of six men, the vanguard, as they supposed, of a concealed 
eneni}", but in reality a detachment of their own friends. Dis- 
]>er6ing in all directions, they did not discover their error until 
it was too late to correct it. Convinced that no benefit could 
Jirise to either party from the pureuit of hostile measures, tlio 
Vcnnontere on the following day sent a messenger to the Yorkere, 
with proposals lor a treaty. The Yorkers replied that, if the 
Vormontei's desired peace, they might come to them and i>ro- 
posc tlie terms. 

The result of these negotiations was the confirmation of an 

agreement which had been drawn up and signed on the 20th, 

by Zadoek Granger, and Simeon Edwards, in behalf of the 

Vermont ))artv. In the preamble to this document, the signere 

ehcai'scd the considerations which had induced them to engage 
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in an agreement of tills character ; referred to the " uuhai)py 
differences about the riglit of jurisdiction," as the cause of all 
the difliculties between the conflicting parties ; alluded to the 
probability of the " decisive determination by Congress," of the 
long continued dispute; deprecated the hostile measures which 
had been, and were tlien pursued by men who were " in arms 
against each other;" and expressed a desire to prevent "mis- 
chiefs and miseries," and to ensure peace and the public good. 
In view of these reasons, and in consideration of the engagemeni 
of the leadera of the New York party, that their adherents 
should be immediately disperaed, and should " rise no more" to 
disturb the people of Vermont unless molested by them, and on 
the further condition that eitlier C!olonel Church, or Judge 
Bridgman should return by the 2d of January, 1783 — they, as 
men of honor and influence, agreed to exert their " utmost 
endeavors" in preventing the people of Vermont from molesting 
the New York party ; i)romised to inform Joseph Peck of Quit- 
ford, a captain in the Now York militia, should any force bo 
sent by 'the Vermont party to oppose the New York party 
before the Ist of February, 178<]; and bound themselves to 
write to Qovernor Chittenden, requesting him to "let matters 
rest" according to this engagement. 

Kepairing to Governor Chittenden, Bridgman endeavored to 
obtain fix)m him, and the Coimcil of Vermont, advice as to the 
course he should 2)ui*sue in this emergency; But tlie oracles 
were dumb, and after nine days of useless expostulation he 
returned. His parole was renewed on the 2d of January, 1783, 
but his success in endeavoring to learn the sentiments of the 
rulei's of the state, as to the means by which he should procure 
permanent relief, was no better on a second attempt. On the 
18th of January his parole was again renewed, to continue 
"during the good pleasure" of Governor Clinton. The reluc- 
tance of Governor Chittenden to reply categorically to the 
inquiries of Bridgman was not strange. Many of the Vermont- 
era in the towns where the Yorkers were most numerous, were 
inclined to treat them kindly, hoping in this nuinner to eilbct 
what could not be accomplished by force. Chittenden's views 
towards them were severe in the extreme^ In this dilcmnui 
2)olicy dictated silence as to his opinion of the condition and 
conduct of Bridgnum. 

An idea of the ])eculiar character of this unique flovernor, 
who, althougli partially deprived of sight, and for this reason 
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fjiiiiiliarly known ns " Onc-cycd Tom," was possessed of nil tho 
l)enctration, common sense, discretion, and policy, wliicli his 
l>cculiar position demanded, may be obtained fi-om a perusal 
of one of bis characteristic epistles.' As soon as Church— who 
had dared to return to the place whence he had been for ever 
banished — was arrested, lie was delivered to Col. Stephen K. 
JJradley, who sent him undet* n strong guard to Governor Cliit- 
tenden at Arlington. In answer to a note from the Colonel 
detailing the reasons of the arrest, Chittenden, on the 24th of 
December, 1782, replied: — "I received your letter with the 
prisoner, and approve of your conduct. Have sent to Colonel 
llobinson to call the Superior court immediately for his trial, and 
I hope and trust justice will be done him. I have sent twelve 
jmimds ])owder agi-eeable to your request. As to sending or 
ordering a standing force to Guilford, I had rather hang them 
[tlie Yorkcre] one by one, until they are all extirpated from tlio 
face of the earth. However, I wait for the returns of the officers 
that commanded the pome (which will soon be) to send orders 
to the sheriff to collect the fines and cost, when, if tliey con- 
tinue obstinate, a force must accompany the sheriff sufficient 
to silence them. I am not without hopes that the consequences 
of Churcirs trial will have some good effect on his connections." 
Such was the aspect in which the Govenior of Vennont viewed 
the conduct of his opponents. 

1 Toping to obtain a remission of the punishment to which ho 
ha<l become amenable, Church addressed a petition to the people 
of Vermont on the 28th of December, in which he detailed the 
reasons which had led him to retum. Knowing well the 
nature of the risk which he incurred by his rashness, he 
declared that his visit had been instigated not by any'contompt 
for state authority, but by " the tender feelings" natural to a, 
parent, who, when his family are destitute of the necessaries of 
life and borne down by sickness, desires to relieve their 
distresses. He owned that he had at one time subscribed the 
" freeman's oath," and acknowledged that he had subsequently 
opposed the government of Vernionf. Though studiously 
refraining from any confession of error, he prayed for, " pardon 
and forgiveness," and that he miglit be " admitted to his for- 
mer freedom, liberty, and ])rivilogc8." But his concessions, 
artful and non-committal, were ill-calculated to influence the 
minds of Qovcnnor Chittenden and the Council in his favor ; 
while the faithlessness to which he confessed, tended to lower 
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him in their estimation. " Tlie Vennontera over the mountain," 
wrote the committee of Guilford, on the 17th of Jamuiry, 1783, 
'^ still hold Colonel Church as prisoner ; and Colonel Samuel 
Fletcher, one of the Vennont Council, informs us that Colonel 
Church is to be hanged." His prospects had not improved in 
the beginning of February, for on the Cth of that montli 
Governor Clinton, in a letter to Colonel Floyd, said of Church : 
"lie is still held in close confinement and threatened with 
execution." On the 22d of the same month William Shattuek 
testified in an affidavit, that "it was the intention of the Ver- 
montera to execute Col. Timothy Church, who was still in con- 
finement in Bennington Gaol." Though neither Governor 
Chittenden nor the Council would have dared to punish the 
prisoner with death, yet they deemed it of advantage to pro- 
mulgate a report of this nature, hoping thereby to intimidate 
others who ivera ready to oppose the authority of Vermont.* 

Tlie resolutions of the 5th of December, 1782, having been 
industriously published througliout the extent of. Vermont, 
received from those who owed allegiance to that government 
the fullest condenmation. lliomas Frink, a physician, residing 
iuKeene, Kew Hampshire, in detailing a con vei^sation which he 
had held in January, 1783, with Paul Si)poner, at that time the 
Deputy Governor of Vermont, declared that the hitter had 
avowed liis determination to support and defend the state ; to 
execute its laws peremptorily ; to aid in i)unishing oftendcrri ; 
and to act as heretofore he and his friends had done, notwith- 
standing the late congressional resolves. To Frink's question 
whether the Vermontei-s would dare to put to death those 
I)er80n8 whom they had banished, provided they should return, 
Spooner answered that the people had made laws, and would 
•be fools if they did not execute them when transgressed. On 
the 16th of the same month, Colonel Bradley of Westminster, 
with some of his townsmen, being in company with a number 
of men from Walpole at the former place, the anger of the 
party rose to so high a pitch, while discussing the character of 
the late resolves, that many of them '^ danmed the Congress, 
and for the toast drank their confusion, and the health of Kin<r 
George the Third of England." Bradley then asked his Wal- 
pole friends whether they would assist the Vermont party in 

* Goorgo Clinton Papciii in N. Y. State Lib., yol xvii. doca. 4009, 4010, 402(i. 
Ma Muster Rolli». Vniious MSS. 
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case a continental force Blionid bo sent to enforce the decrees 
of Congress. At tlio same time he declared that the Vermont 
people wonld resist any force wliich shonld be sent against 
them for that pnrpose, and that the inhabitants of Berkshire 
county, in MaRsachnsetts, wonld aid them in the struggle. In 
language characteristic and expressive, Sanniel llobinson, of 
Bennington, a leading man in the state, remarked that "the 
Vermonters are a Fixen a Pill that will make the Yorkers hum." 
Other Vermontere declared that "they would make Congress 
bite their fingers." With a similar reference to some project yet 
undefined, Pln'neas Freeman, an ensign in the Vermont militia, 
]»rophesied in January, that " something would turn up within 
a month more detrimental to the Yorkere than anything that 
had ever hai>pened to them before," and added that " the York- 
era would not be so fond a month hence of calling themselves 
Yorkei-8 as they had been heretofore." A deposition of Charles 
Pheli>s confirmed these statements. Tlie people of Vermont 
"are determined to fight," said he, " in opposition to the resolves, 
if any forces are sent to impel them to a submission thereto." 

In Windham county the citizens of Vermont were at special 
pains to spread reports of the measures they were prepared to 
a<lopt, slionhl any demonstrations be made against them. In 
order to weaken the cause of their oi)ponents, they endeavored 
to pei*RUjide them that there was no honor in the character of 
(Jovernor Clinton; no faith in the promises of Congress; and 
that Congress i^ossessed no ability to carry their resolves into 
execution. Tliey also asserted that New York was unable to 
defray the exi>enses of her militia service ; was destitute of any 
legislative acts by which to regulate it ; and that there was no ' 
provision of Congress relative to false imprisonment or banish- 
ment, which gave the right to pass such decrees as those of the 
5th of December. To these representations they added threats 
of a nature which not only excited suspicions unfavorable to 
their loyalty to the American cause, but implanted m many 
minds the belief that Vermont would become a British province 
ju'ovidcd Cofigress should endeavor to divide her territory be- 
tween the contending states, or enforce laws which she deemed 
obnoxious or unjust. 

The views of Governor Clinton at this period were ill calcu- 
lated to lessen the des])ondency of the New York adherents. 
"The usurped government of Vermont," wrote he, on the 0th 
of February, to Col. Floyd, then in Congress, " have not, and I 
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may ventnro to assert will not, comply with the Into resolutions 
of Congress, wliicli their lenders feign to treat with the utmost 
contempt. I am infonned they openly assert that they have 
intimations from membei*s of Congress, that notwithstanding the 
tlireats held out in the resolutions, no coercive measures will be 
pui*sued to enforce obedience to them. By these means they 
encourage their adherents, who begin to despond, to the show 
of resistance." Numerous affidavits from reliable sources con- 
firmed the opinions here exi)ressed, and enforced the conviction 
that Congress were powerless to compel obedience to the re- 
Bolvds of tliB 5th of December, within the teyritory of the Now 
Hampshire Grants. In a few instances an opposite sentiment 
was entertained. On one occasion a cei*tain Samuel AVarriner, 
a Yermont justice of the peace, declared that he did not believe 
Yeimont could ''stand a state" unless the leading men in her 
government should submit to the late determination of Congress. 

Unwilling to yield while the least chance of success remained, 
tlie convention of committees from the towns owing allegiance 
to New York assembled at Guilford on the 17th of January, 
and appointed Daniel Shepardson their agent and bearer of 
dispatches to Governor Clinton. " Wo understand," said they, 
in one of the communications with which he was entrusted, 
" that the Yennontera do not intend to pay any regard to the 
resolutions of Congress, and we humbly beg and pray that the 
United States will take very speedy measures that the resolves 
of Congress be put into execution ; for unless they are, wc must 
of necessity fall a prey to Vermont, and we would inform your 
honore that the major part of the people this side of the moun- 
tain will renounce Yermont provided Congress will protect 
them." Keferring to the peculiarity of their situation, they 
acknowledged their inability to act without giving offence, and 
as they had done on former occasions, so now, they begged his 
Excellency to point out to them that coui-se of conduct which 
would be of most advantage to themselves and least displeasing 
to their opponents. 

By the same messenger went a lettei*, dated the 19th of Ja- 
nuary, from Ilenry Evans, one of the four against whom sen- 
tence of banishment had been passed, but M'ho, having dared to 
return home, was allowed to remain unmolested. Comparing 
the sentiments of the people of Eastern and Western Yermont, 
he observed : — " I am credibly informed that the Yermont an- 
tliority over the mountain holds Congress and all their resolves 
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in scorn niul contcini>f. Tlio Vcrmoiitci*8 on this side tlic nionn- 
tain say they will adhere to Congress, thongh they should rc- 
nonnco Vermont." For these reasons which ho deemed cor- 
rect, althongh, as far as the majority of the inhabitants residing 
on the Connecticut were concerned, they were imwaiTanted and 
nntrno, for these reasons, and because of a report that the peo- 
ple in and about Bciniington, Manchester, and Arlington were 
threatening to make a hostile incursion for tlie purpose of 
distressing the Yorkers, ho besought the Governor to use his 
influence to ensure the immediate enforcement of the resolves 
of the Cth of December. To these and other similar earnest 
entreaties, Clinton was unable to respond fully, both on account 
of the timidity of the government of his own state, and because 
of the unccrtninty which Congress seemed to manifest concern- 
ing their right to enforce a compliance with the resolutions. 
Ahhough cognizant, by affidavits and depositions, of many acts 
done in opposition to these resolutions, he was unwilling to send 
tlie proofs to Philadephia, lest they should be found to contain 
evidence of the evil conduct of individuals only, and not of the 
government of the state. Still he did not cease to write cheer- 
ingly to his unfortunate constituents, begging them to " peree- 
vore in the line of conduct heretofore pointed out to them ;" 
])rophc8ying '• a favorable issue'' to their difliculties ; and assur- 
ing them that nothing that might tend to then* interest should 
be neglected by him.* 

Tlie opposition to the late action of Congress, though at first 
manifested only in the conduct of individuals, as Clinton had 
suggested, was not long in assuming a more authoritative form. 
Upon the receipt of a copy of the obnoxious resolves, Qovenior 
Chittenden, in a long and elaborate letter to the President of 
Congrcw', under date of the 9th of January, remonstrated 
against tlie positions therein taken, and suj^orted his remon- 
pf ranee by reciting the " solemn engagements" into which Con- 
gress had entered with Vermont ; by quoting from the letter 
M-hich General AVasln'ngton had addressed to him on the 1st of 
January, 1782; and by a method of reasoning which, if it was 
not entirely just, was yet ])lau8iblc and clever, lleferring to 
the transactions which had led to the passage of the resolutions 
of the 5th of December, his language was as follows: — "Al- 

♦ Vnrioiu* MS. Depositions, Aflidavits, etc., in ofTioc Sec State Vt Ocorgo 
Clinton Pnpcrs in N. Y. Stntc Lib., vol. xvii. docs. 4009, 4910, 4921, 4926. Pa- 
pers rclntin^ to Vt. Controversy, in office Sec State N. Y., p. fiO. 
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though this state is not amcimblo to tlic tribunal of Congress for 
the nianageuient of its internal police, I, neverthelens, will give 
them a brief narrative of facts relative to those delinquents, in 
wliose behalf Congress, in their resolutions of December last, 
have interposed. At the session of the General Assembly of 
this state in February, 1781, a general act of amnesty was 
passed in favor of such persons, within this state, who had pre- 
viously made opposition to its authority. Upon this they una- 
nimously submitted to this government, and all opposition to it 
ceased for more tlian one year, when the Legislature having 
ordered a certain quota of men to bo raised in the several towns 
throughout this state, for the defence of its frontiers, evil-minded 
pei'sons in the town and vicinage of Quilford, in the southerly 
part of the county of Windham, opposed the raising and paying 
of them ; and Governor Clinton of the state of New York, by 
lettera to them and otherwise, interfered in their behalf, whieli 
caused a second insurrection in this state ; and thougli every 
prudent and lenient measure was taken by government to 
reclaim the oficndere, they proved ineffectual. In the mean 
time. Governor Clinton gave commissions, civil and military, 
to sundry of those disaffected pei^sons, and they had the effron- 
tery to attempt to exercise the laws of the state of New York 
over the citizens of this state, when a military force was, by the 
direction of this government, sent to assist the sheriff of AVind- 
ham county in the execution of the laws of this stiite ; and the 
procedure of the court relative to the five criminals who were 
banished, and to sundry othei'S who were amerced in pecuniary 
fines, was in due form of law. 

"Tlie notorious Samuel Ely, who was ring-leader of the late 
seditions in the state of Massachusetts, a fugitive fiom justice, 
was one of the banished. He had left that state, and was be- 
ginning insurrections in this, when he was detected, and care- 
fully delivered to the sheriff of the county of Hampshire, in the 
state of Massachusetts, who, as I have been since informed^ has 
secured him in gaol at Boston, to the great satisfaction and 
peace of that state. This same Samuel Ely, Timothy Church, 
and AVilliam Shattuck, who were three of the banished, had 
previously taken the oath of allegiance to this state, and so had 
a greater part of those who were fined ; and every one of the 
towns in which they resided, had, for several sessions of As- 
sembly, previous to their insurrection, been rei)resented in the 
Legislature of this state." Following up these statements by 
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argiiincMits based upon various congressional enactments, he 
strove to show Ihat in the mlers of Vennont alone, was vested 
the right, of exercising governmental powers within the bonnd- 
aries which they claimed as the boundaries of the state. His 
concluding remarks related to the question of the sovereignty 
of Vermont. " But admitting," said he, " that Congress have 
a judicial authority to control the internal police of this state, 
this state has an incontrovertible right to be heard in its de- 
fence, as a party (in law), and should, on this thesis, have been 
cited by Congress to a hearing at their tribunal, previous to 
tlicir having passed their resohitions of the 5th of December 
Ijist, that tliis state might have had the privilege of vnidicating 
its cause. But that Congress, at the si>ecial instance of Charles 
Phc1|>s (a notorious cheat and nuisance to mankind, as far as 
his acquaintance and dealings have been extended), should 
come to a decision of so imjwrtant a matter, exparte^ is illegal, 
and contrary to the law of nature and nations." 

Similar in tone, but more brief and less comprehensive, was 
the communication to Congress from the General Assembly of 
A\'rmont, dated the 26th of February. An expression of asto- 
nislimont at flie means by which the passage of the resolves 
had bcofi obtained — an expression resembling, and probably 
su<r«ije8ted by, that employed by Governor Chittenden in his 
letters, served to point the closing sentence of their remon- 
strance. " As we have, from the commencement of the war," 
wrote the}', " braved every danger and hardship, against the 
usurpations of Britain, in common with the United States ; as our 
inherent right of sovereignty and jurisdiction stands confessed 
upon the principles of the revolution, and im{)lied by the solemn 
transactions of Congress, wo cannot but express our surprise at 
the reception of \h(i late resolutions of Congress of the 6th of 
IJecember, obtained ex parte^ and at the special instance of an 
infamous ])erRon." Such was the decided manner in which 
GovenK)r Chittenden and the General Assembly maintained 
their rights, in spite of the rage of New York and the enact- 
ments of Congi'css. 

Now that the government of Vermont had declared the late 
resolves obnoxious, the afKdavits and depositions which Gover- 
nor Clinton had ])ecn at firet unwilling to make public were 
sent to Philadelphia. Congress became cognizant of the fact 
that the authorities of Vermont not onlj", but the majority of 
the pc(»ple as well, were not to be subdued by paper edicts or 
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Btcm resolves. Ohittonden had tnily said that Yeimoht was 
present in tlie disputed district, and in the actual possession and 
exercise of power, while New York and Oongress were afar oft*. 
Tlie significance of his language was now more painfully appa- 
rent than all were willing to confess.* 

« SUdeTt Yt state PH>en pp. 17S-187. 
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TIIE DISORDERED CONDITION OF TIIB SOUTH-BASTBRN PORTION OF 

VERMONT. 

Fopulnr iinprcRsiions — Cimrlcs Phclpfl rctams homo— Etahs — Shatfcuck — Charch, 
Ills iinprisunment — llis BafTorings — His relcoso— TimoUiy Phelps — ^Ills attempt 
to dispcrso tho Superior Coari — Is sarnDanded and surrenders his sword of 
ofTico-— His confinement in tho jail at Bennington — Letters written whilo in 
primm — Maltreatment — liKTccts his release — Gov. Clititon*B letter to Cliurch— 
Social disfirder in Guilford — Vennont Legislature in grand committee — Ucsult 
of tlicir deliberations — Act of tho General Assembly — Seizure of Luke Enowl- 
ton — ^Thc examination of those engaged in tlie seizure — Ineffectual attempt to 
take Francis Prouty — Benjamin Carpenter taken by the Yorkers — Incidents- 
Petition addressed^ by the New York party to the Government of Vermont — 
Got. Chittenden's reply — More de])redations— Stephen R. Bradley's letter to 
the (luilforditcs — Uend-quarten of the state troops at Brattleborough — Daniel 
Aslicraft — Attack on the inn at Brnttlcborough — Oliver Waters taken — Re- 
taken by Joseph Tucker and his men — Tucker in pursuit of Timothy Phelps— 
Plic1|iA taken at lladley and carried off — Foray of the sheriff of Ilampdiire 
county, who releases Phelps — ^Tucker and his party tried and fined — ^Tuoker^t 
complaint 

TiiK New York party in Vermont, thongli reduced to a mino- 
rity, were still unwilling to abandon their cause. Startling 
reports of negotiations between the Qovemor and Council of 
Vermont on the one hand, and the agents of tho British minis- 
try in Canada on the other ; the flight of Luke ICnowlton of 
Ncwfane, and Samuel Wells of Brattleborough, on the receipt 
of information of tlie passage by Congress, in secret session, of 
a resolution authorizing their arrest by the Commander-in- 
chief, in consequence of " a dangerous correspondence and in- 
tercoui*se" in which they were said to be engaged " with tho 
cucmy ;" the constant passing and repassing of messcngei's ; the 
fact tlijit ]>aRpport8 couhl be obtained from Governor Chitten- 
den wliich would give the bearer a safe-conduct among the 
13ritiF^h in Canada — these and other circumstiinces induced 
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many to believe that Vermont was preparing to desert the 
American causei and influenced some to seek protection from 
New York. In the town of Putney, forty of the inliabitants 
who had formerly acknowledged the authority of the latter sUite, 
returned to their allegiance. In a petition addressed to Gover- 
nor Clinton, a number of the citizens of Hartford and Pomfret 
begged that they might be considered not '^ as those who had 
rebelled against the best of governments," when the district of 
the New Hampshire Qrants should again become subject to 
New York.* 

Notwithstanding the determined opposition with which the 
government and people of Vermont received the resolves of the 
5th of December, those for whose relief they had been passed 
were not deten*ed from attempting to avail themselves of the 
rights which, according to these resolves, they were entitled to 
claim. Depending on the support of Congress, a certain Paul 
Nichols repaired to Bennington and endeavored to obtain \yo6' 
session of i^ gun and a quantity of ammunition which had been 
taken from him in tlio month of September previous. Ihit 
Samuel Hobinson, to whom he applied, denied that his property 
had been seized on the occasion referred to, and refused to listen 
to his application. 

Determined to await the decision of Congress, Charles Phelps 
had remained in Philadelphia until the resolutions had been 
approved of On the 9th of December, 1782, he set out on his 
return, bearing dispatches to Governor Clinton. Owing t(» a 
heavy fall of snow aud the impassablcness of the roads, he did 
not reach Poughkeepsie until towards the close of that month. 
On arriving at Marlborough in January, 1783, be desired throe 
of his friends to accompany him and be present when lie sliould 
demand the restoration of his eftccts. Whatever his previous 
opinion may have been concerning the efficacy of the resolves 
of the 5th of December, he now became convinced that they 
would accomplish but little unless supported by a military 
force. His demands were treated with scorn, and he found 
himself unable to obtain restitution or damages. He was in- 
formed that his sword, which had been taken from his son'.s 
bedroom, Avas in the possession of a Dnmmerston num, who had 
sworn that Phelps should never "have it any other way" than 
by receiving it in his body. He was also assured that a war- 

• Georgo Clinton Papers in N. Y. State Lib., vol. xvii. does. 49r>9, 6055. 
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rant for Ins arrest was now in the hands of a Vcrni mt depnty, 
and that lie was liable to be taken at any moment. For greater 
Rccurity, he left his homo and family and took up his residence 
in Gnilfonl, the stronghold of the New York party. Here ho 
remained dnring several months, and to this town he often 
resorted at a later period when safety counselled conceahnent* 

Of the four Yorkers who had 
been haninheil fi*om the state and ^s^j^ yjr 

deprived of their property, Henry nV^/^'>'y^2^<0t^^ 
Kvans, as has been already stated, ff 

having dared to return, was, for 

some reason not apparent, allowed to remain unmolested, though 
he still presei'ved his former views, refnsed to submit to the 
claims of Vermont, acknowledged the authority of New York, 
and maintained a friendly correspondence with Governor Clin- 
ton in behalf of him- 
self and his associates. 
William Shattuck, af- /f /y/lt 
tcr an absence of more ^f'y 
than two months, re- 
entered the state on the 

15th of December, 1782, and there remained among his friends 
until the beginning of the following January, when he received 
a summons from Oovenior Clinton, desiring his attendance at 
rou;;hkeei>Kie. His transactions with the Governor being ended, 
he returned home early in February, but had hardly become 
reinstated in his house when he was infoiined that a party, 
"emph»yed by the express order of the pretended Superior 
court, in that district of country called the New Hampshire 
(f rants," were on fhe alert to arrest him. He accordingly fled 
lo Guilford, confident that the Vermonters could not raise a 
force on the ejist side of the mountains sufficient to apprehend 
him while ho continued under the lu'otection of his friends in 
tliat tow!!. But he did not remain here long. Being desirous 
of notifying to Governor Clinton the condition of himself and 
his friends, he again visited Poughkcei)sic, where, on the 22d 
of Februaiy, he made a formal deposition before Bobcrt Morris 
c»r such facts as he deemed important. A few days later he 
was sent with dispatches to Philadelphia. Although a warrant 

♦ George Clinton rnpcrs in N. Y. SUte Lib, vol. xvii. doca. 4897, 4808, 4909, 
6<»f>0. MS. 1 )op<i8itionB of Chnrlcs Pliclps. 
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for his arrest was in tlie hands of tho proper officer, yet so long 
as he prudently refrained from rendering himself obnoxious to 
tho laws of Vermont by special acts of disobedience, he was 
allowed to hold communication with his family without being 
moletsed.* 

Tlie sufferings of 
Timothy Church, as 
has been previously 
^ ^^^/- ^^^ / shown, were more in 
W^t^Cr^/€p f/Cc^€/^ accordance with tho 

^ denunciations with 

which he and his friends had been threatened in the sentence 
of the Superior court. Having returned to Brattleborough on 
the 15th of December, 1782, he was seized on the 22d, in his 
own house, by a party of armed men, acting under the author- 
ity of Vermont, and taken to Westminster, where he was 
handcuffed jtmd placed in jail. On tho day following his arrest 
he was ironed, and conveyed across the mountains to Arlington. 
On reaching tins place his irons were removed, but on being 
brought before Governor Chittenden he was again shackled by 
direction of that official, and committed to the jail in Benning- 
ton. For the first half week of his confinement he was kept in 
icons both by night and by day. During the four succeeding 
days his irons were taken off in the morning and put on again 
at evening. Subsequently these restraints were entirely re- 
moved. Being regarded with especial distrust, since by his 
own confession he had opposed the officer of Vermont after 
subscribing the " freeman's oath," a petition, in which he beg- 
ged to be released, was viewed with but little favor by tho 
Governor. But the temper which it displayed was regarded 
by some of the state Council as a favomble indication, and ])ro- 
bably secured for him milder treatment than under other cir- 
cumstances he would have received. With the design either 
of extorting a large sum of money from his friends for his ran- 
som, or of forcing him to an unconditional submission, or of 
intimidating others who might be inclined to disobey the laws 
of Vermont, a report was disseminated that he was to be exe- 
cuted, and he was advised to prepare for the fatal hour. The 
currency which this rumor obtained is evident from its frequent 

"^ George Clinton Pupcn in N. Y. SUte Lib., vol xvii. docs. 4000, 4010, 4011. 
MS. Deposition. 
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rci>otition in tho letters written by various citizens of Vermont 
at that period. 

At tlic end of a month and a half tlie solitude and miseiy of 
confinement was made more tolerable by the presence of a friend 
— a political prisoner like himself — and from that time until 
the hour of his release, he found intelligent sympathy in tho 
company of Timothy Phelps, the deposed sheriflf of Cumberland 
county. AV^earied with vain attempts to propitiate the govern- 
ment of Vermont, Timothy Church and Timothy Phelps deter- 
mined to notify to Qovcmor Clinton their condition, in tlie hope 
of obtaining some relief through his interposition. Tlio docu- 
ment in which they made known their situation and prospects 
was dated the 28th of March. It was dra\ni by Charles Phelps, 
and abounded in all that fulsomeness of diction and redundancy 
of expression, by which both his compositions and conversation 
were distinguished. Though intended especially for the peru- 
sal of the firet pereon named iri the direction, it was addressed 
to " Uis Excellency Qovenior Clinton, His Excellency Qeneral 
Washington, and to the Honorable Continental Congress as the 
Supreme Council of the United States of America." Of the 
various topics discussed in this memorial — some of them wholly 
iiTclevant and many of them unimportant — the most interesting 
to the j)ri8oners were, without doubt, those which related to 
their Rituation and the means by which they could obtain relief, 
llie description of their condition was sufficiently graphic. 
Iliey are confined, wrote the amanuensis, "in the nasty, scan- 
dalous prison, erected by that detestable and most rebellious 
l>cople, called the Vermonters, in Bennington." In summing 
up the causes of their unhappiness, the same fertile pen declaixKl 
it to be immeasurably disgraceful for them to be compelled to 
suffer imprisonment "from that vile nest of detestable, sedi- 
tious Vermonters," more especially at that period " when the 
triumph. of the American arms" was adding transcendent lustre 
" to the honor, dignity, and grandeur of the arms of their glori- 
ous allies both by sea and land ; reflecting lasting honor on the 
l^ower, virtue, and coinage of the house of Hourbon ; and as- 
serting the honor, establishing the grandeur, and eternizing the 
dignity and gloiy of his most Christian majesty's triumphant 
flag." 

Sentiments and words like these, although they might have 
been hailed as patriotic had they originated elsewhere, did not 
serve to aid those for whose benefit they were intended. On the 
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contrary, it was noticed that from the day on which this grandi- 
loquent application was drafted, the jailer refused to supply 
Colonel Church with food. But his friends did not desert him 
in this emergency. Tlie " good people of Guilford" coutributed 
from their wasted estates liberally for his support; and from 
the money which they sent him he was enabled to supply his 
wants during the remainder of his confinement. From the let- 
ters which the prisoner themselves wrote while at Bennington, 
it is clear that the life they there led must have been odious in 
the extreme. '' Our estates," said they, in a joint communica- 
tion to Governor Clinton, dated the lOtli of April, '^ our estates 
— everything that we had — are seized and sold; our families 
are in tlie greatest want ; destruction has seized our habitations, 
and we are lett by our masters to perish in prison. This has 
befallen us because wo have been true to Congress, and faithful 
to the state which wo have ever been in. If there is any pros- 
pdct of our being released from this stinking jail, we should be 
glad to know it, for we cannot stand it much longer. AVe came 
home under the royal law of Congress. Tliat law Yermont 
pays no regard to, and without speedy help we shall sicken and 
die." In another letter to the same gentleman, dated the 1st 
of May, '* It seems hard," they wrote, " that oflicero of a sove- 
reign state, who have jeoparded their lives in the high places 
of the field* against the powers of Great Britain, should bo 
kept in close prison by enemies of the United States against 
the royal law of Congress." Though iii terms like these they 
bewailed their misfortunes, yet they were not ignorant of the 
conditions on which release could bo obtained. To submit to 
these conditions was, however, a humiliation to which for a 
long time imprisonment seemed preferable — a disgrace, the 
indignity of which was only to be incurred when all hope of 
relief from other sources had failed. 

During the late session of the General Assembly, a law had 
been enacted on the 24th of February, intended to facilitate tho 
return to tlieir allegiance of those who were desirous of again 
becoming subjects of Vermont. In the preamble of the act a 
suggestion was entertained, that some of those persons who had 
lately been convicted "of conspiring and attempting an invasion, 
insurrection, and public rebellion" against the state, and had been 
banished therefor, were " penitent and desirous of returning to 

* Judges, ohap. V. r. 18. 
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flicir duty." To fliis was added a declaration that the Assembly 
were desirous at all times of showing mercy, provided it could 
be done consistently with the public safety. On these grounds 
the Governor and Council " were fully authorized and empow- 
ered," in the words of the act, " upon application to them made 
duriug the atljournment of this Assembly, to pardon any of the 
said persons who have been banished from this state by the 
Supreme court, as aforesaid, in as full and ample a manner as 
this Assembly could do if convened." 'At the same session 
another act had been passed, granting pardon to Timothy 
(Jhurch who had been "found guilty of treason," but who had by 
his own petition declared his "sincere and hearty penitence, 
and a determination to behave oixlerly and submissive" in case 
he should receive forgiveness. Tlie condition of pardon and of 
the remission of the sentence passed upon him in the month of 
September, 1782, was the payment of all costs which had 
accrued in consequence of his trial and imprisonment. 

Aware of these legislative provisions, and weary of prison 
life, Colonel Church at length applied for his release. In answer 
to his ai)i)lication, Qovernor Chittenden infonned him that, to 
obtain a discharge, he would be obliged to give his bond with 
pin'ot}' for the payment to the treasurer of Vermont of £20 10*. 
lawful money of Massachusetts, the sum due for costs of trial ; 
and pay £4 11«. for seven weeks' board in jail. To these terms 
ho consented, and on the ICth of May left a i>rison where he had 
dragged out nearly five months of confinement in cold, want, 
and pain. During the period of his banishment, his family had 
been pcnnitted to reside upon and improve his farm, " by the 
permission and indulgence" of the state. Tlio same privilege 
Avas now accorded to him. But his whole estate was still 
regarded as confiscated, and levies were not unfrequently made 
upon his cattle or his household goods, whenever a collection 
was to be made to replenish the treasury of the state. In a 
deposition which he made on the 24th of June, refen'ing to the 
sufferings to which he had been subjected, he stated that, " al- 
tluMigh no formal regular charge" had been exhibited against 
him, lie was satisfied that "the only cause for which he was 
apprehended and confined was his returning home after he had 
been b.anished," and that the cause of his banishment was the 
acceptance of a commission from the state of New York. On 
flic same occasion he afiinncd his loyalty in the most positive 
manner, declaring that he " never did acknowledge himself to 
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owe allegiar.ee or subjection to the protouded state of Vermont, 
but, on the contrary, had always, since the fii-st attempt to 
establish that protended state, claimed himself to be a subject 
of the state of New York,"* 

At the close of his imprisonment at Westminster, Timothy 
Phelps with his three associates, on the 4th of October, 1782, 
had been carried across the Oonnecticut into New Ilampshire, 
and there banished for ever from the state of Vermont, tlio 
penalty to be death in case he should return. Finding himself 
free to travel any where except within the prohibited district, 
Phelps bent his course southward, and on reaching Iladley, 
Massachusetts, tarried there awhile at the house of his brother 
Oharles. Thence he pi'oc^eded to Norwich landing, Connecti- 
cut, and was there residing with a brother-in-law when ho heard 
of tlio passage of the resolves of the 5th of December. With 
full faith in the efficacy of their provisions he returned homo in 
the latter part of January, 1783. Tlie rejoicings of his family 
on tliis occasion were heartfelt and triumphant. They not only 
believed their troubles ended, but wore confident that their 
fortunes were made; that the estates which had been confis- 
cated would be restored ; and that immense danuiges would bo 
awarded for false imprisonment, banishment, and tin*cats of 
death. Tliough it is hardly possible that anticii)ation8 as bright 
as these could have met their full realization from any act of the 
people or government of Vermont, yet it is highly probable that 
Phelps, had ho remained quietly on his farm, would have 
suffered little or no molestation. But such was not his nature. 

On the 4th of February, a session of the Superior court was 
held at Marlborough. The presence of the judges in his own 
town, before whom he had been tried and found guilty, and 
from whom he had received sentence of banishment, aroused 
within the breast of Phelps that old feeling of hatred, which 
absence from the scenes in which it had been most exercised had 
tended in some degree to abate. Confiding in the power under 
which he acted, and completely assured that no body of men 
claiming to be Americans would dare to disregard the decrees of 
the highest council in the United States, he boldly entered llici 
court-house on the second day of the session, armed and garbed 
as a sheriff deriviug authority from the state of New York. 

♦ Geoi-go Clinton Papers, in N. Y. Stoto Lib., vol. xvii. doca. 4951, 6009, 6066, 
6105. Acta Gen. Ass. Vt, Feb., 1788. Slodc's Vt Sfntc Papci-s, pp. 407, 170. 
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Having reached a commanding poeition, lie reminded tlie court 
fliat tliey were exercising a UBnrped authority, and referring 
to their action on a former occasion touching himself, demanded 
of them full and ample restitution for the injuries he had sus- 
tained hy banishment^ by the confiscation of his property, and 
by the loss of personal liberty. Ue then took from his pocket 
the resolves of Congress, but had hardly commenced reading 
when he was interrupted by the chief judge, the Hon. Moses 
Kobinson of Bennington, afterwards Gtovemor, who exclaimed : 
— "What supercilious arrogance hayd we here? Sheriff, take 
fliat disorderly man into custody! Wo are not Subject to the 
iuithority of Congress I" These words,, pronounced with emo- 
tion, and in a voice corresponding with a scene so strange and 
nncxpected, threw the w^hole house into confusion, and put an 
end at once to the business of the court. 

Sharing in the astonishment which was visible in every coun- 
tenance, and confounded at the audacity of the veritable sheriff 
cif Cnmbcrland county, the Vermont sheriff. Dr. Elkanah Day, 
hesitated whether to obey tlie order or not. Noticing this 
indecision, Phelps, whose natural bearing was dignified and 
manly, drew himself up to his full height, and elevating his 
])oworfnl voice, commanded, " in the name and by the author- 
ity of the state of New York, and of the Continental Congress, 
the unlawful assemblage before him, forthwith to dispei^se." 
Tlie courage manifested in the attitude he had assumed, sus- 
tained as was boldly claimed by a power capable of making 
itself respected, was not without its effect on tlie audience. 
However the authorities of Vermont might despise and resist 
the laws of New York, they could not be blind to the fact tliat 
on many occasions Congress had been tlie sheet-anchor of tlieir 
hopes, the promoter of their welfare,- the defender of their 
hearths and homes. For a moment^ reflections like these 
seemed to pervade the thoughts of all present The Vermont 
sheriff, as he stood confronting the man who claimed his title 
and ofiicc, seemed perplexed. At this juncture the voice of 
Judge Kobinson was again heard : — " Sheriff, do your duty I 
Iniprifion the convicted traitor 1" Commanding the populace 
to render their assistance in cjisc he should require it, Dr. Day 
drew his sword of ofiicc and prepared to make the arrest. 
Pholps peeing that resistance would be useless, that popular 
feeling was against him, and that there were none present to 
snpport him in case he should attempt his own defence, quietly 
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awaited the result. Tlie BherifF approached. ^' Wlmt is your 
willy sir?" demanded Phelps, as he laid his hand on tlio hilt of 
his sword. " You are my prisoner, disarm youi'sclf !" replied 
the sheriff. While engaged in unbuckling his sword-belt, 
Phelps turned towards the crowded assemblage and said, " Fel- 
low-citizens of Cumberland county, your sheriff is deserted ; his 
lawful authority is disobeyed; I yield to brute force." Ad- 
dressing, tlien, the officer, he reminded him that the usurped 
autliority under which he acted, would, in all probability, be 
of short duration ; that Congress were willing, r6ady, able, and 
had pledged their honor to execute their decrees ; and that a 
terrible retribution for the deeds of that day would soon over- 
take Iiim and the masters he served. With these sentiments 
on his lips, Phelps placed the hilt of his sword in the hand of 
his opponent, and yielded himself a prisoner. 

While the sheriff was bearing him off, the populace, the ma- 
jority of whom were his near neighborsi followed in disorderly 
procession. Though up to this hour they had been in the daily 
practice of interchanging with him the civilities of friendship ; 
though many of them had often received assistance and kind- 
ness at his hands ; though some were even tlien living on farms 
which they had obtained by his aid — ^forgetting these favora, 
they were now foremost in heaping condemnations upon him, 
on account of his political offences. As they crowded around 
him, they gazed at him with the same sort of curiosity in their 
looks and actions, as they would have shown had ho ])cen a 
chained lion, just taken from the forest, whom his keepers were 
conveying to his cage. Until a decision should be made as to 
his future treatment, Phelps was placed in the guard-house at 
Marlborough. Opinions were various as to the coui-se which 
should be pursued towards him. I3y some he was adjudged 
guilty of death, since he had rendered himself liable to the 
penalty denounced against him in cose he should return. There 
is a tradition that he was even sentenced to be hung ; that he 
was informed by those who came to visit him that his doom was 
fixed ; that the rabid language of the multitude, which he was 
compelled to hear, justified the sacrifice that was to be made; 
and that the reflections Imtural to one placed in a condition so 
solemn as was his, were disturbed by the sounds which echoed 
from the blows of the workmen as they fashioned in the jail- 
yard the gallows on which the traitor was to die. 

Happily for all parties, gentler counsels prevailed. Prudence 
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or luimanity dictated another course. Before the court had 
closed their session, the sheriff received an order "to transport 
Timothy Phelps, by the nearest and most convenient route, to 
Bennington jail, and commit him to the keeper thereof, to await 
the further order of the law in his behalf." He remained dur- 
ing the rest of the week at Marlborough, under the care of a 
guard of armed men, who at the end of that time escorted him 
across the mountains, and on the 11th of February lodged him 
in ]}ennington jail. Tlius was Timothy Phelps, in the dead of 
a Vermont winter, incarcerated in a cold and cheerless prison 
with common felons. He was not, however, entirely deprived 
of sympathy. In the company of his friend and fellow-sufferer, 
Timothy Church, he passed many an hour which would other- 
wise have been devoted to the most mournful reflections. Be- 
ing pcnnitted to maintain a correspondence, he beguiled his 
moments by writing to his family, and to othere whom he be- 
lieved interested in his condition. From the firet letter which ho 
wix)tc, jointly with Col. Church, to Governor Clinton, and from 
the petition drawn by his father, Charles Phelps, which accom- ^ 
panicd it, extracts have been already given. Another commu- 
nication from the pen of the latter gentleman in behalf of the 
pri8onei*8, bearing date the 8th of April, shows that Church was 
not alone in being thrown upon his friends for support. "My 
son has again'sent to me for more money to subsist himself upon 
in prison ;" wrote Charles Phelps, " how I can get it I know not." 
It is from the letters of Timothy Phelps himself, however, that 
a true idea may be formed of his condition while in the jail at 
Bennington. " You must excuse my scrawl for I .wrote it on my 
kneo," lie remarked at the close of a letter to Governor Clinton, 
dated the Ist of May. " I meet with insult on insult," wrote 
he in another portion of the scrawl. " Vermont authority have 
seized and sold all my goods, chattels, and estate, and they 
kccj) me close confined in jail without any kind of support. 
My money is all gone, and I live upon the charity of my 
friends. Mj'^ family arc put to the greatest straits. My health 
decays, and when hot weather comes I don't know what I shall 
do. The officers of Vermont tell me that I shall be in jail to 
all eternity unless I petition to tlicir Governor. I tell them I 
will see them all damned before I will, without Congress shall 
make them a state. It is to my own mastei-s I stand or fall." 
Proving thus his loyalty botli by his words and his deeds, he 
bcponirlit Clinton to inform him whether there w^as any proba- 
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bilitj that Oongresa would make any oxortions to enforce tho 
"royal law" of tho 6th of December last, tnisting to which ho 
had returned in spite of the sentence of banishment which, had 
been passed upon him.* 

In a subsequent commimication, he again reminded Governor 
ClintQn of the losses he had sustained, and of the privations ho 
was enduring in consequetice of his attachment to New York. 
Then refeiTing to the last attempt that Congress had made to 
relieve the subjects of tliat state, he exclaimed : — " If the au- 
thority of thirteen sovereign states cannot put one law in force 
so just as this is, too— a law built on holy writ — tlie Lord havo 
mercy on them I" " I am in a much worse situation," he added, 
" than Ool. Ohurch was. They have ruined aiid undone me, 
and now they seek my life to take it away. I cannot consis- 
tently with my oath do anything, towards petitioning tlie autho- 
rity of Vermont, before I hear from my 'Governor. Tlicrcfore, 
if there is no beam of hope that .Oohgress will ever ])ut that law 
in force, I wish I might know |t Tlien the world will know 
*tliat the authority of Tliomas Chittenden; Esquire, is above that 
of all the rest of America." 

The meat which Phelps was compelled to eat was that which 
had been condemned as unfit for others. The cruelty of the 
treatment he experienced, and the loathsomeness of the prison, 
reduced him to "a low, languishing, and sickly condition," 
which led him to apprehend that dcatli would soon put an cud 
to his troubles. Not content with subjecting their prisoner to 
the rigors of cold, hunger, and confinement, some of his more 
thoughtless pcrsecutora often amused themselves by reviling 
Congi'css, and cui-sing the troops of the United States in his 
presence, for tho purpose of engaging him in an argument. 
On one occasion the sheriff of Bennington county came to him 
in the dead of night, and told him he was to be hanged in three 

• 

* The letter from which the above eztrocte have been made, was found by 
John D. Fouda, at a town-meeting in ** Uoosick District/' a few days aft^r it was 
written, " passing from liand to hand,** ond was by him forwarded to its destina- 
tion. In the note which he sent with it, dated May 8Ui, 1783, he said : — *' A few 
days ago I sent some money to Col. Church, understanding his necessity in gaol, 
and I believe the within letter was meant to bo given to me to send to your 
Excellency. Tho prisoners not only receive hard usage and threats, but are 
sometimes thirty-six hours, as I henr, without anything to satisfy their craving 
appetites. I would have gone myself to see the gentlemen, but, to tell yuur 
libccellency tlie truth, it is not safe fur me to go to the gaol to sup|>ort thcuu" 
Qeorge Clinton Papers in N. Y. State Lib., vol. xvii. doc. 6042. 
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or four days. " I niii snqmscil," remarked Plielps with compo- 
Burc, " tliat )'ou elionld presnnie to execute the high-sheriflf of 
the county of Cumberland, in the state of New York, which is, 
by the grace of God, free and independent." Tliis answer 
enraged the Vermont sheriff, and a violent discussion ensued, 
whicli ended in a repetition of the threat with which the con- 
versation had begun — a threat intended only to frighten. Hop- 
ing to obtain, at least, temporary relief, Pheli^e rcnn'nded Judge 
Kobinson of the disregard paid to the resolves of Congress by 
the very cnielty with which ho was treated. ]hit the Judge 
informed him that ho looked upon Congress with the utmost 
disdain, and asked him how he could suppose the people of 
Vermont could do otherwise than coincide in this sentiment. 

During his confinement he was sometimes visited by Etlian 
Allen, whose tyrannical manner, always unpleasant, was parti- 
cularly distasteful to the imprisoned official of Cumberland 
county. With his accustomed oath, as familiar to his lips as 
"IJy the Etemal" is said to have been to the lips of Jackson, 
Allen would often swear before him that "he would march 
into Albany with his Green Moimtain Boys, and set up and be 
absolute monarch of all America." His language on other 
occasions was mingled with that bitter sarcasm so peculiar to 
himself, and so forcible when he chose to employ it. " Con- 
gress cannot release you," said he to Phelps; "I swear they 
can't." " I have written largely," he continued, " concerning 
the rights of Vermont in books that have been published to the 
world, and I have also written a remonstrance against tliese. 
resolves of Congress. All the world knows that Congress can't 
brenk up states, much less this state which is the oldest in 
America." " You have called on your god Clinton," he added, 
in a manner as taunting as was that employed by Elijah towards 
the prophets of Baal, " you have called on your god Clinton till 
yon are tired. Call now on your god Congress, and they will 
answer yon as Clinton has done." 

Sj)ring had passed, the snnnncr had begun, and the suffcr- 
ing:5«)f* riielps, wliopo condition would have been comparatively 
coinfortaMe had he been treated like a common prisoner, had 
become almost intolenii»lc. Allen had counselled him to apply 
to (jovenior Chittenden for relief, and the silence of Governor 
(Clinton, of whom Phelps had asked advice, was construed as 
favoring this course. At this juncture he was visited by his 
wife, wlio, with her infant six weeks old, and her brother a boy 

32 
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of sixteen, liad crossed the mountains on hoi^seback for the pur- 
pose of effecting the liberation of her lnis])and. The appeal 
wliich she made to Dr. Josepli Fay, in belialf of the prisoner, 
was not without effect. "Let him now," said the Doctor, 
" abandon tliose who liave abandoned him ; adhere to the laws 
emanating from an authority able and willing to protect him ; 
and give us his word of honor that ho will do so, and he may 
be assured that ho will thereupon bo liberated from prison and 
protected in his rights." Having determined to obtaiin his re- 
lease, if possible, Phelps presented to the Council of Vermouth 
who were then convened at Arlington, a petition in wliich ho 
prayed to be discharged from the sentence of the court, which 
had been passed upon him in September last, and promised 
"allegiance and obedience" to the laws of the state. The 
Council required him to pay the costs of the trial which had 
resulted in his imprisonment, together with the charges arising 
from his commitment and support, and to give a bond with 
large security for his good behavior. With these terms ho 
complied on the 24th of June, and thus was ended an imprison- 
ment whose effects, both on the body and the mind of the suf- 
ferer, ceased only^vith his life.* 

On the 15th of June, Charles Phelps was informed that a 
number of the people of Vermont M'ere coming with an armed 
force to seize him and othera, with the intention of confining 
them in the jail at Bennington. To avoid the danger he fled 
to Poughkecpsie, and, in a deposition drawn by Governor Clin- 
ton, dcclare^l his belief that there was a plan on foot to arrest a 
number of the principal pei*sons oj^poscd to " the ])retended 
state," in order that the collection of Vermont taxes might be 
rendered more easy. On the same occasion, Timothy Church 
committed to writing an account of the indignities he had been 
compelled to suffer. As a result of the infonnation thus com- 
municated. Governor Clinton, on the 24th of June, addressed to 
the latter gentleman, who was about to return to Cumberland 
county, a letter of advice in these words : — 

" In consequence of the communications which have been 
made to mo by Mr. Phelps and youi-self, with resi)cct to the 
present situation of the subjects of this state in Cumberland 



» MS. NniTotive of the Pliclps Family. MS. Deposition of T. Pholps, Feb*y 7 tli. 
1784. Records of Vt Council. George Clinton Papers in N.Y. State Lib., vol. 
xvii. docs. 4 OHO, GOOO, 0042, 6066. 
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county, and (he dangers which tlicy appear to be threatened 
M itli, I would advise you in case of an attempt by the usuqicd 
government of Vermont to compel obedience and submission 
from any persons claiming to be subjects of this state, to call 
out your regiment under tlie militia law, and, bj' opposing force 
to force, emleavor to quell the insurrection : and if any of the 
inhabitants professing to be subjects of this state should bo 
nuule jirisoncrs by tlie authority of the usurped government, I 
would advise you to retaliate by tidcing as many of the insur- 
gents, and detaining tliem under secure conduct as hostages, 
until the matter can be represented to Congress. In order that 
you maj' be prepared to defend youreelves against these vio- 
lences, it now becomes your duty particularly to see that your 
regiment is jiroperly provided and equipped with anns and 
nnmiunition, agreeable to the directions of the militia law. I 
would, at the same time, again impress you with the projirlety 
of still strictly observing the resolutions of Congi'ess, recom- 
mending peace and forbearance, and that you in nowise be the 
aggressors, and would earnestly advise you to use eveiy pacific 
mean consistent with the obligation of allegiance to this state, 
for preventing mattere from being brought to a decision by 
arms, and that in no instance you recur to force, unless your 
pei'sons or i)ropcrties are in certain immediate danger. Taking 
due care at the same time to guard against surprise, I shall 
take the earliest opportunity of transmitting to Congress the 
dupositions of yom-self and Mr. Phelps, informing of the treat- 
ment you and Mr. Timothy Pheli)S have received from tho 
usurped government, and I have no doubt that Congress will 
discover the necessity of their immediate interference for your 
relief and protection, agree(ible to the public faith solemnly 
pledged in their resolutions. 

" From the communications made to mo by the delegates 
of this state, I have reason to believe that if tho attention of 
(Jongress had not been necessarily diverted from the subject, 
iii*st by the deranged state of our public affaii's, and after- 
wards b}^ the great event of a peace, they would ere this 
have taken measures for enforcing obedience to their re- 
Bohitions, and have determined as to the boundaries of the stxite. 
And I flatter myself tho question will very soon be resumed 
and decided. 

*' There arc many considerations which I forbear repeating, 
and which should induce ns to rest the determination of this 
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matter with Congress, in whose justice we ought to have tho 
fullest confidence, and who can command the force of the 
United States to carry their decisions into effect."* 

Such was tlie language in which Governor Clinton endea- 
vored to relieve the de8i)ondency of men, who, like Church mid 
the Phelpses, were daily subjected to indignities or derision on 
account of their loyalty to New York. 

During the summer of 1783, although no outbreaks worthy 
of especial note occurred between the two parties, yet their sus- 
picions of one another increased daily. In Guilford the York- 
ers held the power and prevented the Vennontera fmm execut- 
ing their laws and collecting taxes. But this exercise of author- 
ity did not prevent the Yefmonters from maintaining a cor- 
respondence with the state government. By means of commit- 
tees, the Council were informed of the movements of the opi>os- 
Ing party, and a knowledge of this communication served as a 
partial check \\\x)n the conduct of the Yorkers. The result of 
such a condition of affairs was mutual terror and distrust. 
Arms were carried— by the bold openly for assault when oppor- 
tunity offered, by tho timid secretly for defence when necesbity 
compelled. Houses were divided — the father upholding tho 
jurisdiction of Kew York, the sons maintaining the supremacy 
of Vermont Friendships the most intimate were disturbed. 
The word neighbor carried no meaning with it beyond the idea 
of contiguity. The physician could no( visit his patient in 
safety unless protected by a pass. The minister of tlie gospel 
failed to enforce the doctrine of Christian charity on tho hearts 
of men who knew none for one another. Lettei-s from Governor 
Chittenden were circulated by the one party, denouncing the 
severest retribution upon those who should disregard the hiws 
of Vermont. Words of encouragement issuing from Governor 
Clinton were repeated by the other party with great unction, 
and better times were prophesied when Congress should enforce 
the claims of New York. Handbills, inflammatory in nature 
and unconciliatory in spirit, were posted on tavern, and on 
dwelling, and on fence ; we)*e seen peering from the pockets of 
sturdy farmers ; and were thinist under dooi*s at night to be 
picked up and read in the morning. Social order Mas at an 
end. llie farm and the workshop were neglected. Hut for tho 
mutual suspicion that lurked in every eye and burned for utter* 

* George Clinton Papers in N. Y. SUt*' Lib., vol xvii. doca Olol, b\u5, 5106. 
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nncc ori every tongiie, one would have supposed that an Indian 
force was expected, as in earlier times, that had vowed to 
ravage tlie fiehls, hnrn tlio village, and murder tlio people. 
Sometimes the Vermont authorities would determine to arrest 
a " violent Yorker." A scene of confusion would ensue resem- 
hling the beginning of a civil war. The pay-rolls, which are 
still preserved, bear witness to the frequency of the calls made 
upon the soldiery on both sides of the mountains to *^ go on an 
expedition to assist the sheriff in Windham county." 

Tlie I'csistance of the New York party had now assumed a 
form so determined, that the government of Vermont wore 
(*onvinced, tliat, unless speedy and stringent measures were 
taken, results would follow which might be fatal to the well- 
being of the state. At the autunmal session of the Legislature, 
the condition of the state M-as the principal topic of discussion. 
To ascertain the views of all to whom the administration of the 
government had been entrusted, the Governor, the Council, and 
the (ieneral Assembly mu'ted in grand committee on the 22d 
of October, and in this capacity held a long and serious consul- 
tation. Forcible resistance was deemed the only remedy which 
could be applied with any hope of success, and the measures 
recoimnended were consequently of this nature. The report of 
the committee was readily adopted by the General Assembly, 
and an act was passed for " the purpose of raising one hundred 
able, etfective men to assist the civil authority in caiTying into 
execution the law in the southern part of the county of Wind- 
ham." In the preamble of this act it was stated that a number 
of persons living in the southern part of the aforesaid county, 
ha(l banded together '^ to oppose sheriffs, constables, and col- 
lectoi-s in the due execution of their offices," and in many 
instances had proceeded to "outrageous abuses" which threat- 
ened the ruin of govenimcnt unless speedily remedied. 

The command of this special company of state troops was 
entrusted to Col. Benjamin Wait; and to him and to Brig.- 
(ien. Samuel Fletcher power was given to discharge the new 
levies within the six months for which they were to bo enlisted, 
]>rovi(led they should have .accomplished the end desired before 
the close of that period. Tlicy were required to funiish them- 
selves with anns, but the commissary-general was directed to 
piil)]»ly them with ammunition, provisions, and "spirituous 
liquor." Ill the subsequent deliberations of the grand com- 
mittee it was distinctly asserted that the intention of govern- 
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mcnt was not "to bo severe" with those who hail heretofore 
opposed the laws of Vermont, provided tliey should now beeonio 
citizens of the state. Colonel Wait was accoixllngly directed 
to issue special ordera to his men, not to meddle witli tlie person 
or property of any who should quietly suhmit. The coniniittco 
also announced tliat those who should voluntarily yield, and 
take the oath of allegiance to the state, should not be ]>ro8C- 
cuted on the part of the freemen of the state, until the rising of 
the next session of the Legislature, and, in addition to this con- 
cession, engaged at that time to pass an act of pardon in their 
favor, in case they should petition for forgiveness. At the siime 
time the committee notified their intention of using their influ- 
ence to persuade the Governor and Council to remit the tines 
which had been previously levied on tlie Yorkci's. In closing 
their considtation, they declared that the only way in which 
those who had sustained losses by confiscation could receive 
remuneration, was by submitting to government and asking 
compensation of the Legislature.* 

In conformity with the spirit exhibited in the conciliatory 
lK)rtion of the deliberations of the grand connnittee, the Gene- 
ral Assembl}', in a formal resolution i)assed on the 23d, 
requested Governor Chittenden to issue his proclamation, 
offering a free and ample pardon to all pei*sons resident in the 
southern part of Windham county, who, having heretofore 
opposed constituted authority, should now take the oath of 
allegiance before any justice of the peace, within thirty days 
after tlie promulgation of the offer of forgiveness. On the 
same day an act, displaying a different temper, was passed by 
the General Assembly, " to prevent the inhabitants of New 
York being allowed greater privileges within this state than 
the inhabitants of this state are allowed within the state of 
New York." By this act it was settled " that no pci^son or 
])ei'Sons, being an inhabitant or inhabitants of, or residing within 
the jurisdiction of the state of New York, shall, within the 
time of his, her or their residence as aforesaid, comnienee any 
suit or suits at law, widiin the jurisdiction of this state, against 
any inhabitant or resident thereof, for any civil nuitter or c«)n- 
tract, until the Legislature of said state of New York bhall 
allow the inhabitants of this state full liberty to commence the 



* Tliompsou's Vt Gazcttoor, pp. 142, 143. MS. Report of Qraiid Committee, 
Oct 22d, 1788. eiudc's Vt Stntc ropcre, pp 47«, 477. 
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like snits within their iuriedietion, and witlioiit any Buch lets 
or hindrances."* Ui>on the majority of the Yorkci's these 
measures — some of them defiant, othora protective, and still 
others iiersuasivc — tended to produce an eflect contrary to that 
which had been expected. Opposition served to unite them, 
and until they should find defeat inevitable tliej' resolved to 
withstand the execution of laws originating in an authority 
which they did not acknowledge. At the same time they 
were equally detennined to pursue such a coui-se on other 
occasions, as they should deem best calculatecT to promote the 
interests of New York and of the United States.t 

Owing to the part which they had borne in the negotiations^ 
which Vermont — not only for her own safety as a state, but 
alw> as a supporter of the cause of America — had been com- 
pelled to carry on with the British in Canada, Luke Knowl- 
ton and Samuel Wells had been suspected of being in the 
service and pay of the enemy. For this reason Congress, in 
secret session, had on the 27th of November, 1782, ordered 
their arrest. But they, having received notice of the order, 
had e6cai)ed before the oflicer, sent to tiike them, could arrive. 
A year had passed since the occurrence of these transactions, 
and Knowlton, having returned home, was now residing at 
Newfane. Many of the Yorkere still supposed him to be 
in lca«rue with the British, and for this reason were desirous of 
Bccurinp him, or of removing him to some other state. With 
this intention, Francis Prouty, Tliomas Whipple, and Jonathan 
J^unklc}' of Brattlcborough, John Wheeler and Darius Wheeler 
of Newfane, and a number of others,:}: being armed, as was 
represented, with "clubs, guns, swords, pistols and bayonets,'* 

• 

• aiodcV Vt Stntc Pnpcw, p. 476. 

f Tlio Annexed extract from a nowiipApcr published at iliis period, eontAins a 
1)ricf Accniitit of the Riibinimon of ilio ci(i7.onR of IlAlifAX to Uio authority of 
V(>iinoMt The couMe pursued by them, was the reverse of thnt adopted by 
many of flicir nciglibors. 

" Windsor, Vermont^ December 8, [1783.] Advices from the lower part of 
Windhnm count}' mention thnt the inhnbitnnts of the town of Ilnlifax. who 
Imve heretofore refused to support the nuthority of Vermont, and acted in 
opposition to its govoriuncnt, have lntx»ly come in nhnnst to n man, taken 
t'le onth of nlleginricc, discharged their arrearage taxes, and appear desirous to 
assist in rpieUing those disturbers of tlie public peace, who have long infested the 
southern part of tins state." — Boston Evening Post, J^aturday, January 8d, 1784. 

t David Howe, Samuel Noble, Kphraim Knapp, Kphraim llice, Jonathan Stod- 
dard, Isaac Kend:)ll, und Isaac Crosby were participators in the seizure — M:r\ 
Court Records. 



i 
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assaulted his house about two o'clock on the morning of the 
16th of Kovcmbcr, 1788, and, having made a forcible entrance, 
took him prisoner, conveyed him across the line of the state 
into }f assachusetts, and there left him. As soon as the seizure 
of Knowlton 'had transpired, Brig.-Qen. Fletcher gave orders 
for the military to assemble. With prompt obedience more 
than a hundred men "belonging to the regiment of Col. Stephen 
R. Bradley and Col. John Sergeant rendezvoused and reportetl 
themselves ready to act as their leadera should coinnumd. Ihit 
the return of Knowlton after a short absence, and the disper- 
sion of the Yorkers, rendered their services unnecessary, 
and prevented a meeting which might have pi*oved disastmus 
to both parties. 

The matter was not, however, allowed to rest here. On the 
18th of November a complaint was entered against the 
rioters by Edward Smith, a constable of Newfane, and a war- 
rant was issued by Samuel Fletcher os one of the Conncillora 
of the Btat0| for their arrest Thomas Whipple and John 
Wlieeler were taken witliout difficulty or delay, and a justices' 
court was immediately organized — Samuel Fletcher, who was 
also a civil officer, jiresiding — for the examination of the delin- 
quents. "Wliipple, being charged with an assault, acknowledged 
his guilt, and stated that he with a number of others had, in 
obedience to the commands of Francis Prouty, assibted in 
carrying Knowlton without the bounds of Vermont. Having 
given bonds in the sum of £100 with sureties for his ai)pcur- 
ance, he was dismissed until the next session of the Superior 
court. The result of Wheeler's examination is not recorded. 
A few days later Jonathan Dunkley was arrested, and on exam- 
ination had before Mr. Fletcher, on the 27th, was recognised in 
the same amount of bail that had served to effect the temi)orary 
release of Whipple. The constable's returns show that he fm-thcr 
succeeded in taking " the body of Darius Wheeler," on the 24t]i, 
and that John Wheeler became rc6])onsible for his appearance 
before Mr. Fletcher. No account of his examination has been 
preserved. The chief offender, Francis Prouty, M'as still at large, 
and it was well known that it would not be as easy to secure 
him as it had been to secure his abettors. When the brave 
deputy sherif}*, Barzillai Rice, sought for him, he found him, on 
the 1st of December, at home, in company with five of his neigh- 
hoi's. The little party were well provided with gims and i»iteh- 
forks, the latter having been turned from a peaceful use to a 
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service of nil opposite nature. On approaching the house, 
the deputy Avas confronted by Prouty, who, in language 
fitriking and emphatic, warned him to desist, and declai*ed 
he would " be the death of him," or, at the least, would " let out 
liis guts," in case the dci)uty should attempt to enter his domicil 
or touch his person. "NVell knowing that the pitchfork by its 
peculiar conformation, is admirably adapted to inflict wounds 
of a remarkable nature, the dei)Uty resolved to finish his call at 
!Mr. Prouty's on some other occasion, when, even if his official 
]>rescnce should not be more acceptable than now, his person 
nn'ght be more secure. 

The day that witnessed the defeat of the deputy at Brattle- 
borough, by means of "guns and pitchforks," beheld an assem- 
blage at Guilford numbering more than seventy Yorkcre, armed 
" with dangcrcms and oflfensive weapons." llieir rage on (his 
occasion was directed against Benjamin Carpenter, a staunch 
Vcrmontor, who had already held many important positions 
both on the field of battle and in the administration of govern- 
ment, and of whose physical and mental condition combined 
his epitaph has preserved a quaint record, which declares that 
his " Stature M'as about six feet. Weight 200. Death had no 
terror." But even these qualifications, sufficient to disarm the 
last enemy of his power, were not of a nature to protect their 
]>fMSfiosRor from the attacks of an earthly foe. He was taken 
l)riRoner by the Yorkcre,* and carried away " to his great 
damage." Tliere is no written, printed, or traditional account 
to show in what this damage consisted, nor is tliere reason to 
believe that it was very serious in its nature. ATliatever it 
might have been, he survived it many yeare, and lived to see 
the final establishnient of the state, of whose constitution and 
government ho was a founder. Occurrences like these were 
snflicient to convince the government of Vermont of the deter- 
mined nature of the opposition of the Yorkere. Retaliation, as 
on former occasions, was again resorted to. 

Though William Shattuck had not been released from the 
]H»naltie8 which had been imposed upon him by the decree of 
banishment, yet so long as he refrained from inimical acts he 

♦ Tlie more prominent nctors in this seizure "were, Abrahftm Avery, C^nnl Car- 
penter, Jnines Davison, Ilezekinli Brond, ITcnry Evans, Nntlmniel Caq>enter, 
Ailoiiijnli Pntnnm, .loslina Nnrsc, Jotlmm Higclow, NeweU Earl, Henry Evans Jr., 
.Tti^epl) Pock, Daniel Asliorafb, Joseph Shepardson, David Goodcnongli, all «>f Guil- 
fiird ; Cliailes Phelps of Marlborough ; and Eleazer Church of Brattleborough. 
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was allowed to live in tho undisturbed possession of his house 
and farm. Still he was obliged to render to tho treasurer of 
the state of Vermont an account of the income and expenses of 
his estate. * Having again become obnoxious to government, ho 
was arrested on tho 25th of December by Oliver Waters, a 
Brattleborough constable. Being jflaced in charge of a guard 
commanded by Major Boyden, he was conveyed to AVestmiuster. 
Here, after undergoing an examination before Justice Nathan 
Fisk, in consequence of the disregard he had shown to tlie sen- 
tence by which he had been forbidden to return on pain of 
death, he was sentenced on tlie 27th to be imprisoned in ^' Ben- 
nington Qaol," without ^' bail or mainprize," until he should bo 
discharged by due course of law. Again, under the direction 
of Waters and his posse, he was escorted across the mountains 
to his place of destination, where he was confined in irons on 
the 9d of January, 1784.* 

Kindly treatment had also been manifested towards Oharles 
Phelps, although ho liad been indicted at the same time that 
his four friends wore banished. By a resolution of the (jenund 
Assembly of Vermont, passed on tho 20th of October, 178*{, 
Governor Chittenden had been requested to grant him permis- 
sion to visit Westminster ; to attend upon tho deliberations of 
the General Assembly then in session' at that place ; and to 
return to his place of abode. This request was couqilied with 
on the 21st of October, and he was allowed "to pass unmolested 
from Walpole" to Westminster, there to remain during tho 
Governor's pleasure, and thence to return to Walpole. All 
peraons were warned to take notice of this permission, and to 
"govern themselves accordingly." Subsequent acts of oi)|)08i- 
tion again brought him into a hostile position in the eyes of tho 
Vermonters. On the 3d of January, 1784^, a warrant was issued 
for his arrest. Being taken on the 4th he was inq)ri8oned in 
the jail at Westminster, and the keeper was ordered to retain 
him in custody until the courts should declare their opinion 
respecting his future treatment.f 

Terrified at the summary manner in which the government 
of Vermont appeared determined to treat its opponents, a number 
of tho most prominent adherents of the New York party assem- 
bled at Brattleborough on the Gth of January, and addressed a 

* MS. Court Records. Papers in offico Seo. State Vt IIS, Papers of S. U. 
Bradley, 
f MS. Papers of S. R. Bradley. 
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petition to the autliorities of tlio etntc, concliccl in thcso words: 
"AVlicreas tlic exigences of the people living in sundry of the 
towns on tlie Grants, viz., Brnttloborongh, Guilford, Hinsdale, 
and others, demand the most serious consideration of the 
virtuous citizens both of the subjoxjts of Now York and Ver- 
mont, and a zealous assiduity to come to some equitable and 
salutary measures to prevent all kinds of severity against each 
other, or any ]i«)stilo mea8ui*es which will finally bar the bene- 
volent exertions of the subscribers in their humble address to 
the authority of Vermont 

"llicrofore it is most humbly prayed and earnestly'' desired 
by each of us, the subscriber, that the authority of Vermont 
would immediately release Major Shattuck and Esquire Phelps 
from their present imprisonment; also cease from acts of the 
like kind, and restrain the trooi>s raised and to be commanded 
bj' Colonel Wait, from marching for the support of the govern- 
ment, until the rising of the next session of Assembly in Febru- 
ary next, at which session of Assembly, the subscribers, who 
])rofcss themselves to be subjects of New York, really intend by 
themselves or by agents api>ointed for that purpose, to make 
application to said Assembly of Vermont, for a general purifi- 
cation, and an amicable settlement of past misunderetandings 
and things which have happened between the people claiining 
to be subjects of New York and Vermont, ui>on just and equi- 
table terms, consistent with the rights of mankind, the constitu- 
tion of Vermont, and the authority of the United States of 
America."* 

The rej^ly of Governor Chittenden to this communication, 
dictated by those principles of loyalty which he owed to the 
state, and expressed in his own tei*se and emphatic language, 
was far fi-oni an endorsement of the views which had been set 
forth by the petitioners. "Gentlemen," he wrote on the 10th 
of February, "I received a request signed by you, which 
appeared to be designed for the consideration of the authority 
of this state. Viewing it to have come only from those in oppo- 
sition to this government, it would not admit of an answer for 
many reasons which a]>pear obvious from the tenor and style of 
your writing. I shall, however, inform yon, my friends, of ray 

♦ The names nppctided to t.lii« petition were tlioso of .John Bridgman, Samuel 
Kniglit,.lolin lTo!igliton,Jonatlmn Hunt, WiUiam Higlow, Timothy Church, Ilcnry 
r.vatiB, Jothatn Uiglow, Orlando Uridgman, Francis Prouty, Edward Carpenter, 
Timothy Phelps, Ilexckiah Stowel, Amos Tute, Klijah Prouty, Uuthcrford Ilayn. 
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sentiments respecting the mattei*8 contained in it. The prospects 
I have had, which are well known to you, since the rising of the 
Assembly, of a general submission which was the only object 
of goveniment, have been the only cause of the unexpected 
delay of the march of the troops. 

"I am veiy certain were the Assembly now sitting they 
would have no bargain to make with the people who have 
given us so much trouble witliout any object. I cannot say 
what might be done by them to prevent the march of Colonel 
Wait's troops. This I can say, that notliing short of an imme- 
diate and universal submission can effect it."* 

Pending this correspondence, the Yormontei'S continued to 
harass tlie Yorkers witli an energy which accorded well with 
the late proceedings of the General Assembly. Although a 
warrant for the arrest of Francis Prouty had been in the hands 
of the constable for more than a month, yet by his vigilance 
the wily Lieutenant had eluded all efforts to take him. Ilis 
capture was effected at last by a paity of men who broke into 
his house on tlie evening of the 8th of January, and removed 
him thence to prison. On the same night Seth Clark, a New 
York sergeant, was disposed of in a similar manner. Dotei^ 
mined to teach the Guilfordites a lesson, a party of five men, 
armed and prepared for attack or defence, entered the house of 
Capt. Joseph Peck, a few houre after the arrest of Prouty and 
Clark, leaving a number of pei*8ons on the outside in case their 
aid should be needed. Not finding the object of their search, 
and being unable to obtain any information from Mi-s. Peck on 
the subject, tliey plundered the house, carrying off a sword and 
such other weapons as they could obtain. About one o'clock on 
the morning of the 9th the same party entered the dwelling of 
Maj. Henry Evans, whom they could not find, and of whom his 
wife could give no reliable account. A candle and a tinder- 
box, taken from the ample pocket of one of the intrudera, gave 
them light in prosecuting their investigations, and enabled them 
to appropriate a gun, a sword, and a quantity of ammunition, 
as the reward of their labors. They next entered the house of 
Mary Carpenter, but finding there neither arms nor men, be- 
took themselves to the residence of Ilezekiah Ihoad, and made 
inquiries for him of his wife Sarah. In this instance, as in two 
of the instances already mentioned, their visit was v/ithont suo- 

• MSS. in office Soo. State Yt, ix. 220. 
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cess. Broad, like many other Quilforditcs, had been warned 
of their coming, and liad wisely witlidrawu from observation. 
In enterprises like these tliey were engaged imtil morning, and 
were so fortunate as to secure a number of old blunderbusses, 
rusty swords, curiously carved powder-horns, pursy bullet-bags, 
and long, snake-like shot-pouches.* 

AVilling to put an end to these nocturnal visitations, Stephen 
R. Bradley, on the 10th of January, addressed a letter " To the 
inhabitants of the town of Guilford and its vicinity, who have 
been opposing the govenmient of Vennont." " I officiaHy ac- 
quaint you, as Attorney-General for the freemen of the state of 
Vermont," said he in this communication, " that government 
wishes for your welfare as a people, and notwithstanding the 
coercive measures that are adopted, are willing to do every- 
thing for you consistent with the welfare of government; and I 
now assure you, upon your desisting from your opposition, and 
returning peaceably to your families, your persons and proper- 
ties shall be protected ; and in order for tliat, upon your certi- 
fying under your hands on your parol of honor to me, or to the 
sheriff of this county, or his deputy, or to Major Josiah Boyden 
of FuUiani, tliat you will not directly nor indirectly do any act 
or thing prejudicial to the state of Vermont, all prosecutions 
against any of you shall be no further prosecuted till the rising 
of the next General Assembly, when I trust you may meet with 
all desired lenity. I except nevertheless all persons who have 
been taken by the oflicei*s of government, and such as have 
been banished. What you do in this respect must be soon, as 
the matter is now become serious." Irritated by the indignities 
to which they had been subjected, the Yorkei-s were in no spirit 
to accept of conditions or apply for pardon. Meantime tlie 
Vcnnontera persisted in executing the laws of their state. On 
the 10th, warrants were issued for the arrest of Ileniy Evans of 
Guilford, and Eleazcr Church and Nathaniel Chandler of Brat- 
tlcborough. Church, who was taken on the 12th, was brought 
before Justice Nathan Fisk of Westminster, and being charged 
with " treasonable conduct" was lodged in the jail of that town, 
"loaded with irons." On the 13tli, Chandler was also com- 
mittcd.f 

From the latter part of October, 1783, to the present time, a 
dctaclinieiit of state troops, which had varied in number from 

* Vnrioii? MS. Dopositions. f ^LS. Tftpcrs in office Sec. State Vt 
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twenty-five to sixty-five, had been under arms for the purpose 
of quelling any outbreaks that might arise, and for iiHsisting 
the sheriff in perfoiTning the duties of his office. They it were 
who had made arrests in tlie night time, and removed such 
means of defence as they could find, from the houses of the o|)- 
position. The quarter of Com.-Gen. Joseph Farnsworth, Maj. 
Josiah Boyden, Ens. Oliver Waters, and Lieut. Experience 
Fisk, the officei*s of this detachment, were at the inn of Josiah 
Arms, in Brattleborough. Enraged by the conduct of the soU 
diei*s of this detachment, the Yorkei*s determined to retaliate by 
tiiking some of them prisoners. With this intention William 
White, Daniel Ashcraft,* Joseph Shepdarson Jr., Nathaniel 
Shepardson, Noah Sliepardson, Samuel Melendy, Ilezekiah 
Broad, Samuel Ourtis, Moses Yaw, Daniel Cole, Artemas 
Goodenough, Ithamar Goodenough, and Jotham Biglow, all 
of Guilford ; Richard Ohurch and Isaac Kendall of Brattlebor 
rough; and a number of othere, the whole connnan<led by 
Nathaniel Carpenter of Guilford, attacked the inn on the IGth, 
and demanded the immediate delivery of Watera, who had bo- 
come especially obnoxious on account of the energy ho had dia- 
])layed hi behalf of the state. General Farnsworth endeavored 
to expostulate with them u|>on the rashness of their conduct, 
but they were deaf to his remonstrances and rpnewed their 
demand in the most peremptory manner. Determined to ac- 

* At tho commoiicomont of tho revolutionary war, Mr. Aahcruft, who wos 
friendly to the American cause but who did not choose to engage in the struggle, 
abandoned his dwelling on Fisher s Island within the then province of New York, 
and removed to the town of Guilford, in Cumberland county. In the disputes 
which afterwards arose among the settlers on the Now Ilumjwhire Grants, ho 
supported tho claims of the New York adherents, and in the end was compelled 
to leave the state. On tlie 25th of October, 1784, he petitioned the Legislature 
of New York for a grant of land in the western part of that state. The connuit- 
tee to whom his petition was referred reported thereon on the 2Uth, and tho con- 
sideration of his request was, on their recommendation, [)ost|)Oiie<l. Finding that 
he could obtain no aid in this direction, he presented a petition to the General 
Assembly of Vermont on the 10th of October, 1785, in which he prayed ** for n 
pardon of all ofTences he had committed" ogainst the state ** by adhering to the 
government of New York." The report of the committee to whom his re(|ucst 
was referred stated, that although he had formerly been connected with the 
op]>osition, he was " now likely to make a good citizen,'* and reconuncndcd that he 
should be pardoned by an act of the Legislature, provided he should take tho 
oath of allegiance before the 1st of March, 1786. Tlie report was accepted, and 
an act wan passed agreeable to the recommendation. — MS. IV'tition to N. Y. 
Bonate Journal Senate N. Y., 1st Meeting, 8th Session, p. 13. Journals (jcn. 
Ass. Vt., Oct. 1785. 
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complisli llioir ohjoct, and enraged by the grievances to which 
tlu»y ha<l hcHMi Buhjectcd, they commenced an assault npon the 
hniiRo, an<l ri<Ulled the doors and windows with musket halls 
and huckshot. After firing a1)0ut thii-ty times, wounding Major 
]3oydon in tlie leg, and shooting a traveller through the thigh, 
thoy enterod the building "in their common, desperate man- 
ner," as was subsequently stated, a|id having captured Waters 
dcj>arted witli their prey.* 

The object of Farnsworth in remonstrating with the York- 
ers was to delay their attack until the troops, wlio were 
quartered about a mile distant, could bo informed of the danger 
with which the oflicera were threatened. But his efforts, as has 
been seen, were without avail. Satisfied with the result of 
their fora}', the Yorkers surrounded the prisoner, and ordered 
him to accompany them. Under a strong guard they conveyed 
him on foot to the northern lines of the state of Massachusetts, 
where they fastened on his hands " a huge weight of ill-shaped 
iron," and consigned him to the care of two of the party, with 
orders to conduct him to Poughkeepsie. The news of the seiz- 
ure readied Halifax on the night of the lYth, through the 
instrumentality of Lieut. John Noyes of Guilford, and pro- 
duced an intense excitement. Ilorees and arms were immedi- 
ately procured, and a company of fifteen menf led by Josejdi 
Tucker started in pui-suit. Knowing well the route which 
tlieir opponents had taken, they followed closely in their track, 
and on the 18th reached Northampton, where they found "Wa- 
ters. They immediately rescued him, and at the Bame time 
secured his guards. 

Meantime Timothy Phelps, who had been entrusted with 
a number of dispatches and depositions which he was to deliver 
to Governor Clinton, had commenced his journey, and having 
reached iladley, was visiting his brother Charles, who was a 
rofiidcMit of that town. Tucker and his party, who, to use their 
own ljin«;uagc, were " then in high spirits," being unwilling 
to return without accomplishing some other exploit, determined 



• In a newspaper nccoiint of this nfTnir it is stAtcil timt " Waters voluntarily 
rof»ipMC<l 1iiin?w»lf up to tlio party." The court papers, and (he other documentary 
testimony of that ]>erio<l, corrohorntc the version presented in the text. 

\ Thonia-s Scott, Stci»hcn fJntes, Timothy Woodward, David Williams. Elijah 
VhiUi]»s, (Mtrhnm N eyes, Joel Sumner. Philemon Stacy. Daniel Walworth, Hufus 
Fi«k. Samuel Dcnnison, .lohn Noycs, Caleb Owen, Thomas Farnsworth, Nathaniel 
Whitney. — Tucker's Petition. 



512 HISTOBY OF KASTKItK VKKMONT. [1784. 

to escort Timothy Phelps back to Ycrmont, in tliosmno manner in 
which Waters had been compelled to leave that state. Concealing 
tlio object of their visit, they entered Iladley after nightfall, and on 
approaching the honse where Timothy Phelps was lodged, asked 
to be admitted. Springing frona his bed and seizing his armsi 
Chai'les Phelps nished to the door, but before he could roach it. 
Tucker and his men had forced an emtrance. A severe strnggle en- 
sued, in which the owner of the dwelling was overpowered and 
thrown to Uie floor. As the rioters were pi'oceeding to bind 
him, his wife appeared and claimed him as her husband. At 
the same time Timothy Phelps came forward, and the rioters 
perceiving their mistake allowed the supposed offender to arise, 
and seizing his brother secured him and departed, wkh the 
intention of confining him in Bennington jail, where he had 
already spent so many montlis. 

As soon as Tucker and his party had gone, Charles Plielpe 
hastened to Elislia Porter, tlie sheriff of Hampshire county, and 
informed him of the occurrences of the evening. Warrants 
were immediately issued, a number of the local militia who 
were commanded by Pheli)6 were • placed under arms, a po896 
was also collected, and the whole party, thirty strong, mounted, 
and headed by the sheriff, were soon in hot pursuit On reach- 
ing Hatfield, Waters's party had been joined by twelve more of 
tlie state troops of Vermont, and with this reinforcement they 
were pushing forward with as much speed as the circumstances 
would allow. Dashing on without once drawing rein, their pur- 
suers followed with spirit and determination. At eight o'clock 
on the moraing of the 19th the riotere were overtaken at 
Bloody Brook in Deerfield, where they had dismounted to 
refresh both themselves and their horses. Entering the room 
where they were engaged at breakfast, the sheriff exclaimed, 
"Where are those damned Vermontere ?" and without giving 
them time to rally, tlie men of Hampshire county commenced the 
attack. Tlie riotera, ignorant of the legal authority under which 
their opponents were acting, and taking them for Yorkers, 
resisted with vigor. In the midst of the struggle which was 
now becoming serious, the sheriff made known his oflicial charac- 
ter, and pronounced the rioters his prisoners. Satisfied tliat resist- 
ance to such authority would be likely to terminate unfortunately, 
Watei's and his party submitted to tlio sheriff, released Timothy 
Phelps, and were carried back to Hadley. There they were 
tried before three justices. Four of them were t »und guilty of 
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riotous conduct, ntul wcro adjudged to pay in fines and costs 
£21 8s. Tucker, in his relation of tlie afifair, stated that this 
verdict Avas obtained through the instrumentality of Charles 
Phelps of Iladley, and that the views of the sheriflf were so 
much chaugeil when all the circumstances connected with the 
affair were made known to him, that he frankly forgave the 
Yermonters, although ho had received more wounds than all 
the rest of his party, eulogized them in open court as " good 
fellows," and promised his assistance in the future ** both as a 
gentleman and a magistrate," in preventing their fellow-citizens 
from being " carried through that vicinity by the Yorkers."* 

* On the 26t]i of February following; Tucker and his aasocUtes petitioned 
tlio General Amemhiy of Yerroont who were then in eeesion at Bennington, for a 
reimbnrsenicnt of the expenses which they had incurred in tliese proceedings. 
Defending the course they had pursued, "we did all this," said they, "soldy 
out of loyalty and friendship to this goTemment, and although we did not 
carry our ])oints in everything, yet wo prevented Mr. Waters from being 
now ooniincil in New York, which doubtless Uie Yorkers would have gloried 
much in ; and also obtained the favor of the officer in the Massachusetts state, be- 
fore mentionoil, which will, in all probability, be interesting to this state.** Their 
petition wns referred to a committee of three, who subsequently met and 
cousultod witli a committee from the Council consisting of Ira Allen. Tlie 
report of Utc joint committoe was accepted on the 6th of Marcli, and an order wns 
pniwcd directing the sale of so much of the estate of Cliarles Phelps of Marl- 
borotigh, which had already been confiscated to Uie use of the state, as should 
amount to £49 ISs. lid., tlie sum claimed by the petitioners. At Uiis point the 
subject, it is believed, was dropped, and was probably never again revived. — MS, 
Accounts of the Capture of Waters, Tucker, Phelps, etc. Thompson's Yi Ga- 
sctteer, p. 142. South Carolina Gacette» Feb. 2» 1784. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

THB END OF BBSISTAlfOB. 

Tbe gathering of the Yennont mflitU et BnttleborongS— The namber of the force 
-»The meroh to Qoilford in the enow stomi— Spiee— The Yorken rotreat— Tlie 
fight At PaokiM^'s house— Sergeant SiWanua Fiik of the Yerroont troops mor- 
tally woanded — ^Ethan Alien arrlTes with reinforeements— A number of Yorkers 
taken prisoners, and lodged in the jail at Westminster— Tlie session of the 
Superior eourt at Westminster— Twenty-fire Yorkers arraigned at tlie bar — 
Their trial— Oonriotion—Sentenee—Yennonters take Daniol Shepardson pri- 
soner— Instruetion to New York delegates in Congress — Report of joint eomiiiit- 
tee of Senate and Assembly of New York on the late transactions — Additional 
instraotiona— William Shattuok— Charles Phelps — Offenders |>ardoned— Resolu- 
tions of the Qeneral Assembly and Council of Yermont— The militia force at 
Guilford reduced— David Qoodenough — ^He and Daniel Spicerare fired on by a 
scout from Lieut. Knight's company— Spicer is killed — Barbarous conduct of 
the Yermont militia — ^Account of Daniel and Jabea Spicer — Lieut. Kuiglit 
iuforms the Legislature of Yermont of the proceedings at Guilford — Action of 
the legislature — Rumors of war — ^Tlie condition of Guilford — Governor Han- 
cock's proclamation — County house at Windsor — Attempt to interest Congress 
in the controyersy — Court of Inquiry held at Westminster — ^Tlie Yorkers 
petition for pardon — ^Their request granted by an act of the General Assembly 
— Charles Phelps pardoned — ^Letter of citizens of Brattlcborough and Guilford 
to Gov. Clinton — Improved condition of Yermont 

In the midst of these transactions, Colonel Church and Major 
Evans wrote to Governor Clinton, begging him to adopt siicli 
measures as would tend to their relief, and free them from the 
oppressions of the Vermontere. In their letter of the 10th of 
January, they informed him, that they were forced to be under 
arms day and night ; detailed to him the names of those who 
had been imprisoned ; and, filled with the dread of their foes 
and ready to believe every rumor which might be suggested, 
reported that an army of four hundred or five hundred Ver- 
montera were already stationed in separate divisions at Brattlc- 
borough, Marlborough, and Halifax, ready to "kill, burn, and 
destroy all before them." These representations, although exag- 
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gcratcd, wcro destined to bo verified, in part, during tlio follow- 
ing week. The eeizure of Watera had confirmed the Vermonters 
in the determination they had taken to subdue the Yorkers by 
military force, and the time had now come for the execution of 
this design. Tlie colonels of two of the nearest regiments were 
innnediately informed that the period for action had arrived, and 
were requested to collect their companies and proceed without 
delay to the seat of war. 

On Saturday the 17th of January, the day succeeding the 
jiublication of these orders, troops began to assemble, towards 
evening, at the rendezvous in Brattleborough, the inn of Josiah 
Arms. On the following day reinforcements arrived from tlio 
neighboring towns, and the usually quiet village rapidly assumed 
tlic ai>i)caranco of a military station. Tlio quiet of Sunday was 
disturbed by tlie roll of the drum and the shrill notes of tlie 
fife. Tlie place of worship was deserted, for all were interested 
ill the contemplated proceedings. Tlioso who acknowledged 
the government of Vermont, freely opened their houses to tlie 
poldiere, while those who owed allegiance to New York barred 
their dooi-s, and carefully guarded every entrance to their 
dwellings. Bullets were moulded ; guns prepared ; belts fur- 
nished ; buckles polished ; dresses lacking in martial appearance 
were made more martial ; and any arrangement which would 
tend to expedite the march was perfected. 

Tlie number of men who reported themselves on the morning 
of Monday, the 19th, ready for service, was more than three 
hundred. Tlie regiment of state troops, the command of which 
had been given to Col. Benjamin Wait, mustered nearly a 
hundred guns, and was oflSicered by Lieut-Col. Elijah Knight, 
May Josiah Boyden, and Capt. Benjamin Whitney. Of the 
fii-st brigade of the militia under the command of Gen. Samuel 
Fletcher, the first regiment was oflScered by Col. Stephen R. 
]3radley, Maj. Samuel Minott, Adjt. Eliakim Spooner, and 
Quarter Master Benjamin Burt. From this regiment there 
were now assembled a company from Townshend of fifty-three 
men, commanded by Capt. Josiah Fisk ; one from Westnn'nstcr 
of forty-four men, under the connnand of Capt. Silas Burk ; 
one from Putney of twenty-seven men, in charge of Lieut 
Kbcnezer Parker; and one from Rockingliam of twenty-two 
nion, connnsnHl(Ml by Capt. Jolni Fnllor. Of the rciijimcnt of 
{]i)l, John Sergeants, belonging also to (ion. Fietclier's brigade, 
< -Mpt. Ipajic Wheeler commanded a c«»mp;iny from Wilmington 
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of thirty-two men ; Liont. Daniel Oatcs one from Dmnniei*btc>u 
of twenty-two men ; and Sei-gt Sylvester Bishop one from Murl* 
borough of fifteen men. 

Snow had begun to fall early on Monday morning, and when, 
a few houra after sunrise, the troops commenced their march, 
the storm had become so severe, and the roads so obstructed, 
that rackets were foiind of great assistance in increasing loco- 
motion. As the little army, piloted by Sanmel Shepardson, 
advanced in a southwesterly direction, a violent northwester 
blowing the snow upon the right side of their faces, served to 
increase the unpleasantness of the undertaking. The ordnance 
depai'tpient was composed of one old cannon, almost useless, 
from Dummerston, and was superintended by Ebenezer Haven 
and Isaac Miller. Tlie soldiers marched in single file, about 
three paces distant one from another, and as they wound 
through the woods, appearing here at a clearing, and anon dis« 
appearing in a Uiicket, the effect upon those who beheld them 
was far more beneficial in inspiring fear, than would have been 
the display of a dozen field-pieces. The long procession, but 
dimly seen through the falling snow, left full scope for the 
imagination, and many believed that a numerous host was 
coming to ravage, bum, and destroy. In the lower part of 
Brattleborough, the advanced guard noticed on the furtlier side 
of the fence that skirted the road, a man on horseback stationed 
on a little elevation, wlio rode off at their approach. Othei's 
similarly posted were met further on, and it now became 
evident that spies had been placed along the whole line of the 
route by which the troops were advancing. The service whicli 
these spies unintentionally peifonned for the Vcrmontei-s, was 
far from being trivial. Deceived by the ai)pearancc of the 
approaching columns, they rode back to their friends and 
reported that the enemy was a thousand strong. At the same 
time the Vermonters were informed by some pei*sons whom 
they had captured, that the Yorkere to the number of a hundred 
and sixty, had taken a pledge to fight to the death. At Qnilford 
the soldiers halted for the night, obtaining shelter in houses, 
barns, and such other places as afforded protection fnfn the 

StOITU. 

On the morning of Tuesday, the 20th, hostilities commenced. 
About forty Yorkers had rendezvoused at a house in Guilford 
occupied by a man named Stowell, and had stationed tlicmselvos 
not only within, but around the building, and behind an adjacent 
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pilo of logR. I3.it at tlio Bight of tho anncd militin they qnailod 
and fled, with tho exception of eight or ton who were captured. 
After running half a mile, their course being most of tlie way 
descending, they again took a position in the house of a Mrs. 
Jlolton, a widow, situated on a ])Iain, and again swore to stand 
their ground and ^^ figlit it out." Meantime Captain Burke's 
men, with two other companies, stopped and took possession of 
Sto weirs lionse, while Captain Wliitnej and his followers 
pushed on to dislodge tho Yorkers at Ilolton's. Tliis was easily 
eficctcd, for no sooner had AVliitney and his troops reached the 
house than the Yorkers again ran, halting at a point about half 
a mile further qn. It was now between two and three o'clock 
in the afternoon, and as the valiant soldiery had found that they 
could enjoy accommodations in the houses which had been 
vacated by the Yorkera, they determined to suspend all warlike 
operations of an aggressive character until the morning. Having 
taken good heed to station guards about their encampments, and 
to send out spies to watch the motions of the enemy, they made 
preparations to spend tlic night as agreeably as tiieir circum- 
stances would permit. 

On Wednesday, the 21st, the troops assembled at Stowell's 
liousc. Part of them were detached thence to reconnoitre in 
irarlborough and Halifax, while the main body advanced in 
piii*Ruit of the Yorkers. Tlie snow had now become so deep 
that the officers, being on foot, found it difRcult to perform their 
duty with all the alacrity which the circumstances required. 
Horses were accordingly procured for Colonel Bradley, Adju- 
tant Spooner, Dr. Elkanah Day, and others, and the supervision 
of affairs was thus rendered easier and more complete. On 
reaching the top of a hill, distant about a mile and a half from 
the Massachusetts line, the house of one Packard, a justice of tho 
peace, near which it was supposed the Yorkers were assembled, 
was cfisily discerned. Tlie Vermontcrs pressed forward, and as 
tlioy approached the building, thirty or forty Yorkers, who were 
within at dinner, rushed ont with their guns, and began to 
ptatioii Iheinficlvos in an advantageous position. At Packard's 
honsc commenced a valley running south, through which lay 
the road. The elevation on the right had been cleared of brush 
and underwood, but there were still standing a number of 
p:irdlod honilocks, whoso size and jiosition afforded a safe cover 
to which to floe or whence to asfiail. A scattering growth of 
pngar ninj»lcs on the elevation at the left, offered similar ad van- 
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tages. Across tlio road the bolo of a largo tree had been tlirown, 
behind which and tlie trees on eidier side, the Yorkers awaited 
the approach of the troops. 

As they advanced, 'Squire Packard appeared at the door 
of his dwelling, and begged Sergt. Silvanns Fisk, who was 
temporarily in command of the advance company, not to 
proceed, telling him at the same time that as soon as he should 
pass a certain blacksmith's shop, situated a short distance 
before him, he and his company would certainly be fired upon. 
Fisk, a young man, rash and impetuous, was not disposed 
to pay much attention to Uiis warning. AVhen passing through 
Westminster, in reply to some inquiry as to the coui'se which 
was to bo pursued towards the opposition, he had been heard to 
say in one of the rough expressions of a fanner, that he would 
show the Yorkera ^^ how the pig ate the butter," thus signifying, 
by an allusion now obsolete, that he would teach the op])o- 
nents of Vermont a lesson which tliey would not soon forget 
His daring did not now desert him, and his men, partaking of 
liis spirit, followed where he led. 

The given point was soon reached, but the Yermontere 
had hardly passed it, when a discharge from the right proved 
the truth of Packard's assertion. No injury followed this 
assault Tlie troops pressed forward and were again fired upon 
from the , barricade in front As the smoke occasioned by 
this volley cleared away, a man distinguished by the blue coat 
which he wore came from behind the maples, and with 
deliberate aim discharged his gun at Sergeant Eisk. The ball 
took effect, entering at the right side of the stomach and passing 
into the groin. " Are you badly hurt, Sergeant?" said Private 
Tlieophilus Crawford, who was standing near him. " God bless 
you I" replied Fisk, " don't ask any questions, but push on and 
kill some of the devils." Encouraged by these words, his men 
gave chase to the now retreating Yorkei*s, and, pursuing them 
with hot liaste, drove them more than half a mile beyond 
the boundaries of Vermont, and within the limits of ^fassa- 
chusetts. Unable to walk, Fisk was placed on a nleigh, and 
being taken to Mrs. Helton's dwelling was treated with all the 
attentions wliich kindness could suggest But his wound 
proved incurable, and he died before the close of the following 
spring. The only other person who suffered on this occiision 
was Joel Knight of Dummerston, who was slightly injured in 
the arm by a bullet. 
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Driven from their homes, the Yorkers applied for nssistmico 
to the inlmhitaiits of the towns in Massachusetts to which thoj 
had fled. Tliis was readily granted as far as food and shelter 
would avail, but no one was willing to engage in acts of hosti- 
lity against the neighboring state, without orders from Congress. 
Hoping to obtain favorable terms, the Yorkers sent a flag to 
their " unnatural enemy," as they styled the Vermonters, pro- 
mising passive obedience imtil tlie rising of the Vermont Assem- 
bly, provided tliey should be permitted to return to their 
homes and remain there unmolested. To their message they 
received no reply, and the person by whom it was conied was 
detained as a prisoner. 

On the 22d, Etlian Allen arrived with ammunition and 
reinforcements. Of the companies from Bennington which came 
with him, one was commanded by Capt. Joseph Saflbrd, another 
by Capt. Ilczekiali Armstrong, and a third by Capt. Joseph 
Wickwire. Not daring to make an incursion withhi the juris- 
diction of Massachusetts in pursuit of the Yorkers, who had 
fled tliithcr for safety, and deeming it useless to remain longer 
in a place wlicre their presence could be of no essential service 
to the cause they maintained, the oflicers from both sides of the 
mountains, after a long consultation, concluded to return. To 
render the march more easy, a company were dispatched, in the 
morning, to break a road through the snow which was now nearly 
fi)ur feet in depth on the level. Leaving Stowell's house two 
hours before sunset, the main body of the troops began their 
march, having in charge about twenty prisoners, and reached 
the tavern of Landlord Anns, in Brattleborough, tlie same 
night. Here a portion of the troops were dismissed. On the 
morning of the 23d the remainder proceeded to Westminster, 
where tlie Yorkere were lodged in jail to await their trial at the 
next session of the Superior court. 

During the time which intervened between the connnitment 
and the trial, the prisonei*s were guaixled by a strong militaiy 
watch, and every preca\ition was taken to prevent their escape. 
An account of these proceedings was sent by Colonel Church 
and Major Evans to Governor Clinton, and a request was made 
that he would write to the Governor of Massachusetts, if such 
an net was i>roper, and desire him to send relief to the unfor- 
tunate subjects of New York. "We are driven from our habi- 
tations," said they. "Our houses arc plundered. Our posses- 
sions taken from us. We are in a very miserable situation, and 
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implore your Excollency'B inteii)08ition, our case being really 
deplorable."* 

On the 8d of February the Superior court commenced it^ 
session at Westminster, Moses Robinson, chief judge, presiding. 
About twenty-five prisonera were arraigned at the bar. Francis 
Prouty, who had been engaged in the month of November last, 
at the head of a number of men, in conveying Luke Knowlton 
without the borders of Vermont, pleaded guilty to the indict- 
ment of tlie grand jurors, and was sentenced to pay a fine of 
£30, with costs of prosecution, and to be ^^ imprisoned in close 
confinement for the space of forty days." He was also charged, 
in a separate indictment, with having entered Cnowlton's house 
on the same occasion burglariously, and with an intent ^^ the 
goods and chattels of the said Knowlton to steal, take, and carry 
away." This accusation was not substantiated. To a thii*d 
charge, that of resisting Uie deputy sheriff Barzillai Rice, when 
he endeavored to arrest him on a warrant issued in consequence 
of his attack upon Knowlton, he pleaded not guilty. Tlie 
recoi*ds of the court do not show a decision contrary to the plea. 
Of tliofio who had been accused of being engaged in an assault 
upon Benjamin Carpenter in December last, only a few were 
arrested, and of this number Charles Phelps, Abraham Avery, 
and Henry Evans pleaded not guilty, and were sentenced to pay 
the costs of the prosecution. A noL proa, was entered in behalf 
of Henry Evans Jr. Cyril Carpenter was alone found guilty, and 
was sentenced to pay a fine of £20 ; to give bonds for his good 
behavior; and stand committed until judgment should bo com- 
plied with. 

As the result of the investigations consequent upon the late 
hostilities at Guilford, the grand juroi-s presented charges against 
a number of the Yorkere. The principal count in the indict- 
ments was that in which the wounding of Silvanus Fisk " so 
that his life is greatly despaired of," was set forth. Joseph 
Wells of Brattleborough pleaded guilty to the charge of being 
engaged in the proceedings which resulted in this sad event, and 
was sentenced to pay a fine of £20 and the costs of prosecution ; 
to be imprisoned six months; and if the tenns of the whole 
sentence were not complied with at the end of that time, to 
stand committed until the satisfaction should be complete. 
Elijah Curtis, a participator in the same afifair, and who entered 

* MS. Aocounta Old men's narrationa. 
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A ]>1cA of not guilty, was fined £10 and the costs of the suit. 
On anotlier indictment to which Joseph Wells pleaded guilty, 
the court sentenced the delinquent to '' close confinement " for six 
months, and fined him £30 and costs. Amos Yaw Jr., charged 
with some ofibnce, owned tliat lie had disobeyed a Vermont 
officer. To the remainder of the indictment in his case the 
Staters attorney entered Knol.pra9. Tlie prisoner was amerced 
in the sum of £5 and the costs of suit Charles Phel])s was 
trieil for the offences which had been charged against him in the 
fall of 1782, similar in their nature to those which Iiad resulted 
in the condenmation of Shattuck, Church, Evans, and Timothy 
riiel|>s. His plea was guilty. By the judgment of tlie court 
he was attainted of treason ; was sentenced to sixty days' im- 
prisonment ; and all his estate, real and personal, was forfeited 
to the use of the state. Edward Carpenter, Asapn Carpenter, 
Shubael Bullock, Joseph Chamberlain, and David Thurber, all 
of whom were proved to have been engaged in the disturbances 
at Guilford, were fined in sums varying with the character of 
the oflVjuces committed. Of the rest of the offenders, some were 
mulcted in small amounts; others were dismissed on paying the 
costs of ]>r<>8ccution ; and in the case of a few the complaints 
were withdrawn for want of evidence to sustain them. 

During the session of the court, "Westminster had presented 
more the appearance of a military encampment than of a 
lieaccful village. AVith the departure of the dignitaries of tlio 
bench, the lawyers of the bar, and the prisoners in the dock, 
it again assumed its wonted aspect, and the roll of the drum 
and the shrill notes of the fife gave place to the music of the 
merry sleigh bells of winter, and leil to their jingling notes tlio 
monopoly of noise for the rest of the season. 

For the purpose of keeping the Yorkers in subjection, a por- 
tion of the troops, comprising Lieut. Elijah Knight's company 
of twenty men, and Cai)t. Benjamin Whitney's of sixty-five, 
were stationed at Guilford and in the adjacent towns until the 
Ist of March following. The cfl'ect of this watchfulness was to 
]>revent those who had fled from rctnniing, and had not the 
lic»s]>itnlities of the inhabitants of the neighboring state been 
extended to the refugees, their sufferings — multiplied though 
tliev were — would have been far more severe and intolerable. 
Intent upon an excursion of some kind, and finding but little 
opposition within the borders of Vermont, a party of soldiers 
Fet out on the 20tli of February, with the determination of 
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fiecuring Daniel Shepardson, a sworn magistrate of the state of 
Now York, and until within a few weeks a resident of Quilford. 
Proceeding to Northfield, Massachusetts, where Shepardsou 
had taken up his temporary abode, ihey made him a prisoner, 
although lie was^t that time within tlie jurisdiction of anotlier 
state, and hurried him back to Yermont, where he was placed 
in confinement. In many instances Uie property, which the 
Yorkers in consequence of tlieir sudden flight had left unpro- 
tected, was regarded by the militia as legitimate spoil, and not a 
few of the latter manifested an unbecoming pleasure in despoil- 
ing their adversaries of such necessaries and conveniences of 
life as were found in the deserted dwellings. 

Meantime the Legislature of New York, fully alive to the 
unhappy situation of the citizens of that state residing in Ver- 
mont, wore endeavoring to obtain from Congress a definitive 
settlement of the dispute between the contending parties. On 
the 2d. of February, James Duane, from tlie committee ap- 
pointed to prepare instructions to the delegates from New York 
in Congress, presented a report to the Senate, in which among 
other recommendations, it was advised, that the delegates bo 
instructed '^ to press Congress for a decision in the long-pro- 
tracted controversy respecting the rights of this state to the dis- 
trict commonly called the New Hampshire Gmnts, not on con- 
sideration of public expediency, but consistency with the assu- 
rances of Congress, according to equity. Tliat they represent, 
in the most pointed terms, the grievous injustice done to the 
state by such delay, especially after a submission in compliance 
with the unanimous recommendation of Congress, and claim, 
most expressly, a performance of the solenm engagonient of 
Congress to make the said decision, on a pleilgo no less sacred 
than that of the faith of the United States, whicli ought not to 
be violated on any pretence whatsoever. That tliey likewise 
represent to Congress the danger which may arise from further 
procrastination ; that the leadei*s of the district in question have 
actually raised troops, and do now emploj'^ those troops to re- 
duce other inhabitants, resident in said district, and acknow- 
ledging themselves citizens of this state, to submit to the said 
assumed government; that when every state ought to be in the 
full enjoyment of the blessings of peace, under the protection 
of the Union, this alone is in the disagreeable situation of hav- 
ing hostilities already commenced against its citizens; but, tluit 
if she must recur to force for the preservation of her lawful 
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autliority, llic inipai'tittl world will pronoiuico that none of the' 
Moodslicd, dieorder, or disunion, which may ensue, con be 
imputable to this Lcgi8latui*c, who appeal to the Journals of 
Congress for the rectitude, moderation, and liberality of the 
niousures they have invariably pursued to produce an amicable 
determination of the controversy. And lastly, that tliey, if 
necessary, be most explicit on the subject, and inform Congress 
that this legislature conceive themselves to be urgently pressed 
by the great duty of self-preservation, to prepare, without loss 
of time, for the worst events: and that, however sincerely they 
are disposed to maintain tlie Union, and to manifest an invio- 
lable respect for Congress, if the decision, which has so long in 
vain been solicited, should not be pronounced within two 
months next after nine states shall be represented in Congress, 
subsequent to this state being represented there, no fm*ther 
expectations can be entertained of such decision, and that this 
state, with whatever deep regret, will be compelled to consider 
herself as left to pursue her own counsels, destitute of the pix)- 
tection of the United States, to whose judgment they have 
cheerfidly submitted, and on whose justice they have hitherto 
relied. 

" Tlie committee further report it as tJieir opinion, that if 
Congress should delay the decision of the said conti'oversy after 
the time above limited, it ought to be considered as a denial of 
justice. Tliat tlie act entitled ' An act to empower tlie Con- 
gress of the United States of America, to determine all con- 
troversies relative to certain lands in the counties of Cumber- 
land, Gloucester, Charlotte, and Albany, commonly called the 
New IIam|}shire Grants,' passed the 21st day of October, 
1779,* ought to be repealed, in order that this Legislature may 
be left at liberty to propose an adjustment of the said dispute 
in the mode prescribed by the ninth article of the federal union, 
or to take such other measures as the preservation of their coun- 
try from lawless invasion and encroachment may require." 

On the Gtli of February, before the instructions had received 
the sjinctiou of the Legislature, Timothy Phclpsf appeared be- 

» See ante, p. 365. 

f After escaping from Oliver Wftters on the 19th of Jnnuary, 1784, as has been 
previously mentioned, Phelps resumed his journey soiithward. lie tarried ot 
Norwich n few dnyp, where his wife was then visiting, and on reaching the city 
<»r New York presented to the Senate, who were then in session at that place, 
olovcn papers containing information respecting the situation of the friends of 
New York in Vermont, which ]mpcrf had beei entrusted to his care by Samuel 
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fore tlio Senate; testified under oath to the maltreatment ho 
had received on account of his allegiance to New York ; and 
produced a number of papers and depositions ^^ relative to tlio 
disorders and violences committed on tlie well-affected citizens 
of the state, residing in the nortli-eostem parts thereof, by (Ksr- 
8^ns under the authority of the nsui-ped government commonly 
called Yermont" Tlie information and papers were immedi- 
ately communicated to the Assembly, and were by them con- 
sidered on tlie 7th. By a concurrent resolution of the two 
Houses, the whole subject was referred to a joint committee 
composed of Messrs. Ford, Lamb, Nicholson, Ooe, and Lott 
from the Assembly, and Messrs. Duane, Paine, and Floyd from 
the Senate. On the IStli Mr. Ford, as chairman of the joint 
committee, rendered his report to the Assembly. In it ho 
adverted briefly to the prin'cipal events connected with the con- 
troversy, which had occurred since the time when Governor 
Benning Wentworth made grants ^^ in express violation of a 
solemn agreement with the former government of this state, 
that all grants should be suspended until tlie final decision of 
the Grown." Turning, then, to the consideration of the present 
condition of affairs he observed : — 

" It appears to the committee, that the people who stylo 
themselves Yermonters, to prevent all opposition to their project 
of independence, have actually raised troops and levied war 
against those of their neighbors within the said district, who 
yield allegiance to the state of New York ; that liostiliticB liuvo 
actually been commenced ; tliat many of the Bubjects of this 
state have been imprisoned, loaded with irons, and punished as 
traitors with the utmost severity ; and that othcra have been 
driven from their habitations, and have had their property 
confiscated, for no other reason than tlieir attachment to this 
state. 

^' Tliat the papers which were submitted to the committee 

Bixby, one of the jusUeei of the peace for CnmberlAnd oonnty by the appoint- 
meat of New York. At the Mine time he exhibited a complaint and a depueitiou 
descriptive of his own sufferings and condition. While awaiting tlio result of tlio 
deliberations of tlie Legislatare, he " not only expended the little nioiiey'* lie lind 
receired from his friends who had sent him on this mission, but was obliged to 
pawn hb clothes in order to procure food and lodgings. In this nituatiun ho 
memorialised the Assembly, begging them to provide him with means sufficient 
to pay his expenses and '* enable him to leave the city with decency niid credit** 
His petition was reiid on tlie Htli of February, and referred to Messrs. Adgate, 
Malcom, and Youngs. It is probable that his sufferings were relieved. Journal 
Ass. N. Y., 7th session, p. 10. 
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cotitnin Biiflicicnt proof of these fnctp, mid an cnmest Appli- 
cation fi-oni the last mentioned inhabitants to this state, for 
protection. 

" Tliat, upon the whole, it is the opinion of the committee, 
that the most decided measures ought to be pursued, without 
loss of time, as well for the protection of our said suffering citi- 
zens, as for the peace and tranquillity of the said district 

*'Tliat therefore Congress ought to be earnestly pressed 
to detennine the controversy aforesaid ; and that, to remove all 
uneasiness about the right of soil, the concessions respecting 
iho said district ought to be so far enlarged, as to confirm to the 
said claimants, the lands which they hold within the lines of 
the towns settled by them, although they may be compi'e- 
hended within the bounds of patents of prior date, under the 
seal of New York. Tliat this concession should be fully gua- 
ranteed to the said claimants by the United States in Congress 
assembled ; and that it is the opinion of the committee, that a 
bill should be ordered to be brought in, for carrying the 
measures aforesaid into effect" 

The House agreed with the committee in their report, and 
the same committee were appointed to bring in a bill " for 
carrj'ing into effect the measures " they themselves had recom-- 
mended. On the 27th, instructions to the New York delegates 
in Congrcf?fl suggested by the report of the committee, and 
additional to those which had been introduced on the 2d, were 
])rcsented to the Senate and adopted. On the same day both 
sets of instructions were sent to the Assembly, and were con- 
curred in by them on the 2d of March.* 

While the Legislature of New York were deliberating, 
resolving, instructing, and the inhabitants of the southern 
part of Windham county were engaged in attacking, re- 
pelling, and defending, the General Assembly of Vermont 
convened at Bennington on the 10th of February and 
continued in session until the 9th of March following. 
The i)rcBent condition of affaire in the southeni part of the state ; 
the means by wliich obedience to constituted authority could be 
enforced ; questions of policy ; and tlie consideration of the 
petitions of Yorkers who had become obnoxious to punishment, 
were tojiics whicli occupied the time and shared the delibera- 
tions of tlic representatives of the people on this occasion. From 

* .Tonrnni Scintc, N. Y., 7th PCSBion, pp. IG, 17. 20, 21, 42, 43, 4'4. Jonriinl 
Afl'-^nibly, N. V., 7lli session, pp. 30, 30, 37, 69, GO, CI. 
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Ills cell in "Bennington jnil," where he had been confined 
during tlie two months preceding, William Sliattuck on the 24th 
of February, supplicated the Assembly for pai*don. His request 
was referred to a joint committee, but their report was laid on 
the table on the 26tli, "for further consideration," and was 
allowed to remain tliere during the rest of the session.* A 
petition from Charles Phelps, imprisoned in the same place, 
praying to bo released from confinement, was, on the 20tli, 
referred to a joint committee, who recommended in their report 
of the 27th, " that the said Charles Phelps be immediately dis- 
charged from his imprisonment ; and, that no part of the estate 
of said Phelps, which has been seized and confiscated by oi*dor 
of the Supreme court, be sold or disposed of until further orders 
from the Assembly." Tlie repoi*t was accepted, and a bill was 
introduced, entitled, " An act to discharge Charles Phelps from 
imprisonment" Having been read and accepted in the Assem- 
bly, it was sent to the Council and received their concurrence. 
On the same day Phelps was permitted to appear before the 
Council, and in their presence voluntarily took " the oath of 
allegiance and fidelity to the state of Vermont." Though, by 
this act, he obtained his liberty, his property, which had been 
taken from him, was not restored, nor was that which remained 
allowed to rest unmolested. Debts due the government of Ver- 
mont from insolvent or absconding Yorkei's, wore satibficd from 
his estate. His books wore borrowed by Vermont lawyci*s to be 

* On a subsequent oecodon Shattuok petitioned the Council for his release, 
acquiescing in the justice of the sentence of banishment which had been i^assed 
ui>on him by the Superior court in September, 1782, and praying for |>ardou. 
His prayer was granted on the 12t]i of April, 1784, and a resolution was passed, 
restoring him to partial oitizenbhip, and declaring his estate free from the ban of 
confiscation. Tlie conditions on which tlicse fayors were bestowed, were that lie 
should pay to the sheriff of Bennington county £26 lawful money, to meet the 
costs of prosecution ; satisfy the "just demands" of Nathan Fay, the jail keeper, 
for board ; and give to tlie treasurer of the state bonds in £100, lawful money, 
with suifioient sureties, that he would not '* enter or presume to go into the county 
of Windham, without liberty therefor first had and obtained " from the Coniicii. 
With these terms he complied, and thus obtained his discharge. A few weeks 
Inter he notified to Governor Chittenden the " distressed circumstances " of \\U 
family, and his inability to relieve them, except in person. A passport, signed 
by the Goyernor and Councillors, was accordingly granted to him on the btli of 
June, 1784, by which permission was given him to visit his family unmolc^cd. 
On the 14th of October, 1785, he prayed the General Assembly to release him 
from the payment of the £15 bond. The application was dismittsed without an 
answer. Journals Gen. Ass. Vt, and Vt. Council Records, 1784. Papers relating 
to Vt. Controversy, in oftice Sec. State N. Y., p. 63. 
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used niul kc])t. His cattlo wore divided among the neighboring 
fatnilies. Much of his household funiiture served to enrich the 
host rooms of Iiis sturdy opponents. A full pardon granted to 
liim by the General Assembly at their session in October 
following, alone saved.him from beggary and ruin. 

During the meeting of the Council, a memorial was presented 
by Cyril CarjYetiter, who at tlio lost session of the Superior 
court had been sentenced to pay a fine for being '^ concerned iu 
a dangerous riof In it he stated that he had since taken the 
oath of allegiance; that he intended to '^ consider himself" in 
the future as a good and peaceable subject ; tliat he was a poor 
man, entirely unable, at present, to satisfy the judgment of the 
court ; and that he desired a remission of tlie fine, or a suspension 
of collection until he should be able to pay. Similar statements 
were made by others similarly situated, and the whole subject 
was temporarily settled by the passage of a resolution on 
the 28th, directing the state's attorney for Windham county 
to suspend tlio collection of fines against Cyril Carpenter, 
Edward Carpenter, Asaph Cari)enter, Amos Yaw Jr., Shubael 
]3ullock, Elijah Curtis, Joseph Chamberlain, and David Thm*- 
ber, until further ordcre.* 

In the General Assembly, pursuant to a motion offered by 
Colonel Bradley, the Westminster delegate, a committee, ap- 
]><)inted on the 1st of March, were authorized to ascertain the 
amount of the expenses attending the illness of Sergt. Silvanus 
Fipk, c)ccnsionc<l by the injuricshe had received from the Yorkci'S 
whilesui>|)orting the authority of the state. Tliough the rejwrt of 
the committee was rejected, yet a resolution was adopted on the 
2d, directing the payment of £35 on his behalf, and the issuing of 
ordei-s upon the " hard money tax " for the purpose of meeting 
any charges which might remain unsettled.f Tlie expediency 
of continuing a body of troops at Guilford was considered at 
the same session. Hie opinion of the gentlemen who were 
selected to report upon this point was favorable to a reduction 

* Octobor 26Mi, 1784. Tlic Council, in session at Rutland, resolvod, "that ilio 
rinc of Edword Corpcnter, Asaph Carpenter, and Cyril Carpenter, imposed on 
them by the Supreme court of this state, be, and is hereby remitted." Extract 
from Council Minutes. 

f At the next session of the Assembly, the treasurer was directed by a 
rcs»)luti on, passed October 18th, 1784, "to issue on order in Javor of Silvanus 
Fisk, Intr drcennrdt who was wounded in the service of this state, for the balance 
due fj»r his last sickness, by the committee of pay-table, npon either of tho 
collectors of the two-penny tax wilhin this state.'* Journals, etc. 
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of the force there stationed. Brig.-Gen. Samnel Fletcher was there- 
fore empowered to proceed to Guilford, and discharge from ser- 
vice the state troops raised for the assistance of the sheriff of Wind- 
ham county, with the exception of one lieutenant, one ensign, 
two sergeants, two corporals, and twenty-one rank and file. In 
fulfilment of this commission, Fletcher dismissed the militia on 
the 1st of March, retaining only Lieut Elijah ICnight, and 
a company of men under his command of the number and 
character requisite to meet the Assembly's resolution.* 

Following this reduction, the Forkera, who had fled across 
tlie Boutliern line of the state, emboldened by the belief that 
they would not be resisted as vigorously as tliey had been 
during the preceding three months, began to contemplate 
a return. Not unfrequently,^ under cover of tlie night, tliey 
would visit the house of some friendly Yermonter, and engage 
for an hour in conversation respecting the course which the 
victors intended to pursue towards the vanquished in the future. 
Unwilling to be regarded as recreant to his duty, Lieutenant 
Knight redoubled his vigilance, and tlie opposition were, in 
consequence, more closely watched than ever before. 

Among the citizens of Guilford who most strictly adhered 
to tlie- jurisdiction of New ' York, David Goodenough was 
pre-eminent. Ue had accepted of a lieutenancy from that 
state; had been imprisoned for this act; had been released 
under large bonds ; and finally, having been ordered out 
of town, had left his family and taken up his residence tem- 
porarily in Massachusetts. Desirous of visiting his wife and 
children, whom he had not seen for some time, and finding it 
necessary to go by night, as his life had been threatened, he 
invited Daniel Spicer of Bernardston, " a young man of good 
repute," to accompany him. Spicer accepted the invitation, 
having, however, previously informed Goodenough that he was 
neutral on the subject of the existing controvei*sy, and could 
enter into no quarrel " with the Statesmen," as the Vermontera 
were then styled. 

Leaving Goodenough's quarters at nine o'clock on the 
evening of the 6th of March, the two men set out for Guilford. 
After proceeding for some distance on the main road, leading 
north, they strapped on their snow-shoes, that they might bo 
ready to pureue their journey in the woods, should it become 

* Journalg Qen, Asa. Vt, Feb., 1784. 



1784.] DEATH OF DANIEL 8PI0BB. 629 

ncccsfsmy, ancl had ndvnnccd about half a milo within the limits 
of the town of Guilford, when they were hailed by a " Who 
conica there ?" from a man " under aniiB," who was stationed at 
the side of the i*oad. Before time for a reply had been given, 
Lieutenant Knight appeared with a foree of twenty or more 
men, and following the scout who had discovered the two tra- 
vellers, endeavored to shoot them down. Aided by the fog 
which partially concealed the light of a full moon, and which, 
in a narrow road skirted by a thick forest^ destroyed the effect of 
the reflection from the snow, Goodcnough and Spicer endear 
vored to make good their escape. Having leaped tlie fence 
that bordered the road, they started for the woods. Knight and 
his party followed with threatening and defiant shouts, and 
having approached within four rods of Spicer, discharged their 
pieces at him. One bullet took effect in his hip, and another 
passed " directly through the trunk of his body," causing a fatal 
wound. Pausing in their pureuit, the Vermontei*8 gathered 
about the disabled man, but, as if destitute of tlie common 
instincts of humanity, instead of endeavoring to relieve his 
sufferings, they taunted him upon his miserable condition, and 
"ordered him to take his own knife and cut off his snow- 
shoes," which they claimed as their lawful booty. Tliey then 
robbed him of his arms, wallet, and money, and having dragged 
him through the snow, a distance of sixty rods, to a house, left 
him on the floor weltering in blood, and departed uttering angry 
oaths at the escape of the Guilford lieutenant, and expressing 
impious regrets that he was not then in the situation of the 
dying Spicer. 

Spicer lingered through the night in great agony and died 
on the following morning. During his last hours he, with difii- 
culty, related to William White and James Davidson, of Guil- 
ford, the circumstances of the transaction. Tlie facts which he 
stated with his dying breath were subsequently reduced to 
writing by them, and sworn to before Judge Ilichard Morris 
of New York. A narrative of the event was also prepared by 
four of the New York refugees, who had removed to Bernard- 
Bton, and wjis by them sent to Governor Clinton. At the close 
of the latter production, the honest sympathies of tlie narrators 
found expression in these words: — 

" Thus fell the innocent. 

" Our young men fall by the sword, and no one layeth it to heart 

" Traveller, can you refrain from shedding a tear ? 
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" Wo must full victims to the most savage, Imrharons, and 
murderous usage, unless God, in his all-wise providence, is 
pleased to incline our fellow-countrymen to give us assistance 
in this dark and dismal hour." 

Spicer had served as a sergeant in the militia of Massachu- 
setts during tlie revolutionaiy war, and had obtained his dis- 
charge in the month of June previous to his death. As has 
been already observed, he was an inhabitant of a town in that 
state ; was kindly disposed towards both the Yorkei*s and Yer- 
monters ; and had never been concerned in the disputes i*elativo 
to the jurisdiction of the New Hampshire Orants. Such being 
the facts, tlie conclusions appended to a distorted account of 
tlie affair, written by a citizen of Vermont, which appeared at 
the time in Tliomas's Massachusetts Spy, cannot but bo re- 
garded as illiberal and unjust '^Unhappily for the unfoi*tu- 
nate man," observed the newspaper chronicler, referring to 
Spicer, ^^ he was a subject of the state of Massachusetts, but 
being out of the lino of his duty, by interfering in a contention 
which tliis state pretends to hold only with that of New York, 
tliough wo lament the death of a fellow-creature, yet we consi- 
der him as having received tliat reward which is justly due to 
every one who espouses a cause on the principles of prejudice 
and partiality."* 

Fearing that the people in the northern towns of Massachu- 
setts would bo instigated both by the wishes of the Yorkcra 
residing among them, and by a determination to avenge the 

• MS. Affidavits, dated March 29tli, 1784. Ma Letter from Timothy Church, 
William White, Nathaniel Carpenter, Samuel Bixby, to Governor Clinton, dated 
Bornardston, March 10th, 1'784. Thomas's Moss. Spy, No. 676, April 8, 1784. 

The statement of Uie transaction which appeared in the Spy, and which is 
referred to in the text, was false in every particular, that alone excepted wliich 
announced Uiat Spicer was "mortally wounded" and that ho expired. It was 
prepared at Windsor, Vermont, and was in tlicse words : — " We hear a party of the 
Yorkers, consisting of about fifty, made a reconnoitering excursion a few weeks 
Bince in the night season ; but meeting with our people (who hailed them several 
times and received no answer), were fired upon, by which one man was mortally 
wounded, who expired soon aftei^wards. By him, they learn that several had 
balls fired through their hats, but none received any flesh wound." 

JabeE Spicer of Loydcn, Massachusetts, a brother of Daniel Spicer, served dur- 
ing a part of the years 1786 and 1787 in the well-known "Shay's Rebellion," and 
WAS killed on the 2dth of January, in the latter year, while engaged with others 
in an attempt to take the arsenal at Springfield. It is said that hu wore on this 
occasion the same coat in which his brother was clad when wounded by the Vcr- 
monters, and that the fatal ball passed thnmgh the same liule which had been 
maile by their bullet. Yt Gacetteer, p. 148. Holland's Hist West Mass., i. 2C5. 
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(Icnth of Spiccr, to attack the state troops, Lieutenant Knight 
increased liis force by levies from Dnmmerston and the neigli- 
horing towns. At the same time, he strengthened his outposts, 
that lie might have timely warning of any liostile incursion. 
From the statement of cliarges, presented to the treasurer of 
the state of Vermont, on account of services performed in this 
emergency, which statement is still preserved, it appears that 
a certain " Dan Bill," and other friendly Guilfordites, rendered 
valuable aid as scouts and expresses; tliat John Noyce was 
several times employed " in watching y* motions of y* in- 
surgents ;" and that pilots were engaged, both by day and by 
night, in guiding the troops along the drifted roads to those 
localities which seemed most to require protection. 

Having rendered his position as secure as circumstances 
would permit. Knight, on the 7Mi of March, despatched a 
messenger to the TiCgislature, who were still in session at Ben- 
nington, with information of the events which had occurred, 
funnediate action was taken upon tlie subject, as presented by 
the messenger and by the letter which he bore, and a series of 
resolutions were passed, appropriate to the exigencies of the 
occasion. On the 9th, Governor Chittenden was desired to 
write to the Governor of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
" on the subject of the tumults in Windham county, requesting 
him to grant warnjnts for apprehending such inimical persons" 
as had fled or might flee from justice into that state from Ver- 
mont. General Fletcher was requested '* to repair to the county 
of AVindham, and on examining into the circumstances of tlie 
disordera there, was empowered to call into service the militia 
of his own brigade, and of the other brigades in the state, 
should he deem such measures necessary, and to disnflss them 
when he should judge best. The commissary general was 
authorized to collect and receive the provisions due on a pro- 
vision tax which had been levied during the years 1Y80 
and 1Y81, in Windham county. Tlie wages of the troops, 
who might be called into service, were fixed at the same 
rates at wliicli the troops had been paid who had served at 
Guilford during tlic preceding winter.* 

Before the return of the messenger from Bennington, a report 
had been industriously circulated that an army was coming 
fnun ]\Iass}U'hus(«ttR to avenge the death of Spicer, and reinstate 
tlie Yorkci*8 in their possessions. Terrified at this announce- 

* Joiimnls Gen. A??. Vt., Feb. and March, 1784. 
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ment, and aware of his inability to copo witli any considerable 
force. Knight retreated in great haste to Brattleborough, and 
summoned the militia to his aid. Here he subsequently met 
Fletcher, who assured him that no danger was to be appi*e- 
hended from the quarter whence danger had been expected, and 
that the Yorkera were not only unprepared, but unable to make 
any hostile demonstration. At the same time, Fletcher dismissed 
the militia whom Knight had called out, and thus succeeded in 
quieting the apprehensions of the people. Before the end of the 
month of March, the company of state troops, which had been 
located in the southern part of the county, was dismissed from ser- 
vice, and society was relieved from the terroi's of law almost 
martial. 

At a town meeting, held in Guilford, a short time after these 
events, the Yorkers assembled in full numbera and chose Hugh 
Stowell, one of their own party, moderator. Though in the 
majority, tliey were conBti*ained, through fear, to adjourn until 
the 8tli of June following, without transacting any business. 
Of the meeting held on this occasion, no account remains, nor 
are any records to be found of the proceedings of the town for 
tlie next seven year^. It is traditional tliat both ])artie8 held 
public and private meetings durmg that period, producing thus 
a state of anarchy by no means advantageous to the advance- 
ment of the town, or the welfare of its citizens. " The Yorkei-s, 
although they had the town books, dared not enter their pix)- 
ceedings in them, and both sides kept secret their own records. 
During this confusion and jealousy, one party stole the records 
of the other and buried them, together with their own, many 
deeds, and a number of proprietoi-s' papers, in the earth within 
the town pound." Tliere they remained until the exact locality 
of their concealment was well-nigh forgotten. When, after the 
lapse of several years, they were discovered and brought to 
light, they were so much mutilated, as to be entirely illegible.* 

Soon after the death of Spicer, Qovernor Chittenden com- 
municated the intelligence of the circumstance to Governor 
John Hancock of Massachusetts. The relatives of the deceased 
memorialized the General Court of that commonwealth on the 
same subject. In consequence of these and other represen- 
tations, and in order to prevent the recurrence of a similar 
event in connection with any other citizen of Massachusetts, 

♦ Vt Gazetteer, pp. 143, Ui. 



1784.] PROCLMIATIOM OF TIIE OOVERNOB OF MABSACUUSETTS. 533 

Governor ITnncock publishod tlio following proclamation on tiio 
2Gtli of March : 

*' AVlicrcas an unhappy dispute has subsisted between some 
of the citizens of Uic state of New York and tlie people inhabit- 
ing the territory called the New Ilampshire Grants, or state of 
Ycrniont ; and it being probable, from tlie present disposition 
of the parties, that the same controversy may be recommenced, 
to the great distress and calamity of all concerned therein ; and 
there being great reason to fear that some of the citizens of 
this commonwealth, who live on tlie borders of the said state of 
Yermont, may, by incautiously intermeddling with tlie conten- 
tion, involve themselves and families in that distress which is at 
all times the consequence of civil dissensions, unless care is 
taken to prevent it : 

" I have, therefore, at the request of tlie General Court, 
thought fit to issue this proclamation, commanding and enjoin- 
ing it upon all the citizens of this commonwealth, that in all 
and every controverey now existing, or that may hereafter 
exist between the citizens of New York and the people inhabit- 
ing the said state, or between any of them, in whatever form or 
maimer the same may exist, they, the citizens of this common- 
wealth, conduct themselves according to the strictest rules of 
neutrality ; and that they give no aid or assistance to either 
)>arty ; but that tliose who live on the borders of tlie said state, 
and within this commonwcaltli, sell to each party indifferently, 
rnich things as they have to sell, without giving preference to 
cither; that they send no provisions, arms, ammunition, or 
pcccssaries to a fortress or garrison, besieged by either party. 
A nd all the citizens and inhabitants of this commonwealth are 
absolutely and most solemnly forbidden to take arms in support 
of, or engaging in the service, or contributing to the conquest, 
PMccess, or defence of either of the said parties, as they will 
iMiRwer it at their peril." 

lliis timely warning tended to alhiy the malevolent feelings 
wMcli had already arisen in the breasts of the inhabitants of 
/>orthern Massaclntsctts against the i)coplc of Vermont, and 
;)!aced in its i>ropcr light the conduct of those, who, situated in 
other respects siniilarly to Spicer, had escaped his unhappy 
fate* 

Among the acts passed b}'^ the Legislature of Vermont dur- 

• Tliomrw's Mnwoclnisctte Spy, April 8th, 1784, No. 676. 
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ing tlio February and Harcli session, was one giving, as had 
been given on fbrmer occasions, power to the Qovcrnor and 
Conncil, during the recess, to pardon those pei'sons, residing in 
Windham county, who had " traitorously taken up arms against, 
and* otherwise opposed " the authority of the state. Numerous 
applications for pardon were presented, in consequence of this 
l^rovision, and many who had Locn noted ns " violent Yorkei's," 
seeing tliat all attempts to oppose the established government 
would be in vain, quietly submitted to tlie jurisdiction which 
they had opposed with so much determination, and became 
citizens of Yermont. 

Although the settlement of the river towns had not been 
perceptibly retarded by the civil dissensions which had dis- 
turbed the peace of a portion of the comnnuiity, yet the 
prospect of a settlement of difiSculties seemed to give new life 
to society, by infusing into its composition the element of a 
healthful competition. In Windsor county, the want of an 
appropriate building for holding the courts had for some time 
been acknowledged, but the rivalry existing between the inland 
and the river towns had prevented the selection of a location. 
A meeting was finally called by the authority of the county, at 
the town house in Windsor, for the purpose of deciding in wliat 
town a court house and jail should be erected. In answer to 
the call a few were present at the meeting on the 17th of 
March, but nothing was accomplished, from the want of a 
quorum. Aware of the difficulties which would arise from a 
discussion of the eligibility of different localities, and convinced 
that Windsor, already a county town, afforded the greatest 
advantages for the erection of a county building, a number of 
the citizens of that place assembled, and subscribed upward of 
£100 towards defraying the expenses of erecting an edifice fitly 
feet in length and thirty-four in width, to be finished in a man- 
ner appropriate to the uses for which it was designed. A com- 
petent builder was immediately engaged, and the structure was 
commenced within three days ailer its erection had been 
resolved on.* 

For the purpose of inciting the Legislature of New York to 
action, Governor Clinton laid before the Senate, on the 27th of 
Marcli, a number of lettci*8 containing accounts of the (lihonlcMs 
prevailing " in Cumberland county," and of the '* disagreeable 

* Acts Gen. Asa. Vt, March, 1784. Thomaa'a MosaachusetU Spy, April 1-1 tli, 
1784, No. 677. 
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Bitnntion " towlncli many of the citizens of New York had been 
thereby reduced. Tliis information was soon after transmitted to 
rhihidcli>hia, and Cliarles De Witt and Ephraim Paine, two of 
tlie delegates in Congress from New York, represented to that 
bcnly, on the 24th of April, and in tlie plainest terms, their views 
and those of their constituents respecting the courae which had 
been adopted to drive the Yorkers either into submission or from 
their homes. But Governor Chittenden and Ethan Allen, 
though not the most polished rhetoricians, possessed by nature 
a forcible style of expression, and proved themselves on papei*, 
as well as in the field, a match for tlieir antagonists. While 
the New York delegates, on tlie floor of Congress, were depre- 
cating the condition to which many of the inhabitants in 
AVindham county had been reduced, and were calling on the 
* impartial world" to bear witness to the " rectitude, modera- 
tion, and liberality " of the measures they had adopted to efl^ect 
a settlement of the question of jurisdiction, Chittenden declared 
that Vermont would act on the defensive, and invoked the 
twelve states to " observe a sti-ict neutrality, and let the two 
contending states settle their own controverey." Allen, too, 
nrgcd his fellow-citizens to combine to support the " liberty and 
independency " of the state, and in the columns of tlie Vermont 
Gazette laid before the public his own views as to the policy 
which should obtain in the formation and establishment of a 
nation. Dm*ing the sunnner, the congressional conunittee to 
whom the representation of Paine and De Witt had been re- 
ferred, reiK)rted favorably to the admission of Vermont into the 
Union. An eflfort was made, on the Sd of June, to take into 
consideration the views embodied in the report, but Congress 
refused to devote their time to the subject, and the question of 
the controversy, so far as the representatives of the United 
States were concerned, without any agreement as to the time 
when it should be fairly met and definitely settled, was left un- 
decided, to the great detriment of all parties concerned in its 
final disposition.* 

At tlic session of tlie Superior court, held in Febniary last, 
ofiicial notice had been taken of the injury done to Sergt. Sil- 
vanus Fisk, and a presentment had been made of those who it 
was supposed liad been concerned in the attack in which- he 
suffered. Some of the delinquents had been punished at the 

• Vermont Gnzciic, November IRtli, 1784. Jonrnals Am. Cong. Juno 8d, 
17R1. .lournnl Sennte, N. Y., 7t!i session, p. 71. 
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time, whilo others had been allowed to remain nnap]orehended. 
On die 28th of June, warrants founded on the indictments of 
tlie grand jury were issued, and Henry Evans, Samuel Bixby, 
William White, Joseph Eliot, Samuel Melendy, and Giles 
Koberts were brought before a court of inquiry, held at West- 
minster on the 9th of July, at which John Sessions, chief Judge 
of the county court, presided. As the result of this examina- 
tion, the delinquents were bound over to take their trial on the 
charges alleged against them, at the next session of the Supe- 
rior court. Worn out by tlie indignities to which for a long 
time tliey had been subjected, and aware that a continuance in 
their present course would only sink Uiem deeper in trouble, 
they presented their grievances to the Oeneral Assembly of 
Vermont on the 2Sth of October. In the form of a petition, they 
stated that they had for several years owed and paid allegiance 
to the United States and tlie state of Now York, and in conse- 
quence *of their loyalty had suffered by imprisonment, confisca- 
tion of estates, etc. Beferring to the apathy of Congress, they 
acknowledged that they had lost all confidence in ^'public 
faith.'' Though expressing their willingness to stand the trial 
at which they had bound themselves to appear, they asked for 
pardon, and to be received as citizens of the state. 

Another petition of a similar import, signed by twenty of the 
"late disaffected inhabitants," was presented to the General 
Assembly on the same day. Both papei*s were referred to a 
committee, who, on the 27th, reported favorably to the prayer 
of the petitionci's. A bill was accordingly prepared and passed, 
granting a free pardon to twenty-six pcreous, who had previously 
been open and avowed opponents of the government of Ver- 
mont. Of these, seven were citizens of Brattleborough, eight- 
een of Guilford, and one of Marlborough. By the terms of 
the act, forgiveness was extended to them for all the crimes 
they had committed, and all their property, real and i)ei-sonal, 
which had been taken from them, as ibifeited to the state, and 
which had not been disposed of, was to be returned, provided 
they should appear before some justice pf the peace in the 
county of Windham, within two months from the time of the 
publication of the act, and take the oath of allegiance to the state. 

In answer to a petition from Charles Phelps for " a full par- 
don," and a rcvei-sion of the sentence of the Supreme court, re- 
specting the confiscation of his property, a joint eonimittec of 
the Council and Assembly stated in their report, that he had 
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acted mcritorionsly in former times, in endeavoring to prevent 
the Bfatc of New York from re-granting the lands on the New 
Ilanipsliire Gmnts, and in opposing a union and association of 
the people of Cumberland county with New York ; that he had 
been " very serviceable to his country, by procuring and sell- 
ing, without profit to himself, a quantity of arms, ammunition, 
and salt ;*' that, on the other hand, he had for a number of 
years ])ast, been '^ exceedingly olistinato against and troublesome 
to" the government ; and had had the sentence of imprison- 
ment and confiscation passed upon him as the punishment of the 
crime of treason. On account of "his former merit, his advanced 
age, and the bad circumstances of his family,'' they recom- 
mended that his request should be granted. By the act which 
l>assed the Assembly on the strength of this advice, the attain- 
der of treason with which he had been disgraced at the last 
session of the court was removed, and directions were given 
that all his estate, both real and personal, with the exception of 
such as had been already disposed of, should be restored to him 
on the payment of £35 lawful money, as an indemnification to 
the state for the costs of prosecuting the various actions which 
had been bi-ought against him. I^tisfied with tlie tei*ms of this 
act, Phelps accepted the pardon for which he had asked, and 
became, nominally, a citizen of Vermont In feeling and prin- 
ci)»le he remained devoted to the cause of New York tmtil the 
day of his death. His last will was dated at "New Marl- 
borough, in the county of Cumberland and state of New York." 
In this instrument, referring to the people of Vermont, he stated 
that they had deprived him of his possessions, and thereby re- 
duced him to poverty, but expressed a faint hope that relief 
would be found for his descendants in the legislation of coming 
years. However mistaken he may have been in the means by 
which he sought to manifest his loyalty towards New York, yet 
the Kincerity of his professions in behalf of that state, during the 
time in which he avowed them, cannot bo doubted, and in the 
report of the committee of the Legislature of Vermont, on which 
was hjiscd the act of pardon which was passed in his favor, 
even his enemies acknowledged the good services he had done 
in behalf of American freedom, and bore witness to his strenuous 
endeavoi-8 in past periods, to advance the interests and increase the 
comforts of the early settlei-s on the New Hampshire Grants.* 

* .Tournnls Gen. A« Vt, Oct 26tli, 1784. Slade'fl Vt. State PApera^ pp. 494, 
405. 
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Tlie strcnuons measures of tlio government of Vcnnonf, 
exerted for several years with determination, had at length 
silenced effectually the open opposition of those who acknow- 
ledged the jurisdiction of New York. Hie inhabitants of the 
'^separate and independent" state, who for eight yeara had 
maintained a civil and political existence, began now to look 
forward witii assurance to the period when they should bo 
recognized as an integral part of the confederated states, and 
permitted to enjoy the benefits arising from the Union whicli 
they, to a ceitain extent, had helped to create and maintain.* 
Though Congi*ess refused to encourage them in the hope that 
Vermont would be admitted, as an equal, to a share in the fede- 
ral government, yet the report had gone abroad that no diiH- 
culty would be experienced in effecting the long-desired con- 
nection. Alaimed at this rumor, Jotham Biglow, Timothy 
Ohurch, William White, and Samuel Bixby, in behalf of a 
number of the " loyal subjects" of New York, residing in Guil- 
ford and Brattleborough, wrote to Governor Clinton on the 1 8tli 
of March, 1785. " We would inform you," said they in this 
communication, ^' that it is commonly reported that there are 
now twelve states convened at Congress in the city of New 
York, besides the agents from Vermont, who we do hear have 
reported that all those people that called themselves the sub- 
jects of New York, have yielded quiet submission unto Ver- 
mont, and that they have taken the oath of fidelity unto it ; 
and also, how that the Vermoutere have obeyed Congress in 
restoring and in making good all our danuxges ; and also, how 
that thay have relinquished the large fines that they have laid 
on many of us for obeying Congress, or rather, for disobeying 
Vermont Now, kind sir, we have great reason to bless the 
gi'eat God of truth, that we and many othei-s, not only hero on 
the Grants, but also our ncighboi-s in the Bay state, can with 
truth say, and do dare to say, that there is no color of truth in 
such a report. We say that there is not one man of the York 
party who has taken the oath of allegiance unto Vermont, ex- 
cepting only such of them as have been taken and confined in 

* '* Tho Vermontera seem much elated at the idea of their being ai1n\itted into 
the confederation of the Unitoil States : and indeed they have ronton for exulta- 
tion, since they wiU participate in tlie advantages, and have borne but a sniaU 
part of the expenses attending the late Revolution. Their delegate:! have orri vcd 
at Congress, and presented their credentials, but whetiicr they have tukcu their 
seats, we are not informed." Salem (Mass.) Gazette, January 4th, 1785. 
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gaol, nnd fed with the bread and water of affliction, and made 
to Buffer both with cold and hunger, being in iron chains and 
fettci-B." 

Continuing in this strain, they declared tlie statement tliat 
restitution had been niade-to them for damages, ^^ a right-down 
falsehood ;" that, on the contrary, their opponents were " lay- 
ing heavy fines and taxes" on them, ** yea, very heavy indeed ;" 
that his "only cow" had been taken from many a poor man.; 
and that several citizens had been obliged " to quit their farms 
and flee into the Bay state for protection, with their families, 
there to get their bread as they can." Tliey assured tlio Go- 
vernor that it was the fixed determination of some of their num- 
ber who were " somewhat low in the world," to " leave these 
regions of horror as soon as the spring doth open, and fly away, 
that they nuiy be at rest from these Vermonters." Every day 
we are "in jeopardy of our lives and fortunes," said they. 
" We arc taken for every oflFence, let it be ever so small ; and 
as certainly as that we are taken and tried by the Vennont au- 
thority, we are obliged to pay all costs and damages — whether 
just or unjust, it makes no matter." Having made known their 
condition by the presentation of facts which no one pretended 
to deny, they concluded their memorial with a petition, which 
Governor Clinton would have been rejoiced to grant, had he 
possessed the power. " It is the hearty prayer and wish of all 
your good subjects here, that his Excellency would e;cert liim- 
sclf unto the uttermost of his power to deliver this disti'essed 
]>eople out of the hands of these wicked tyrants."* 

Tliough Congress studiously maintained silence on the ques- 
tion of the admission of a new state, the legislators of Vennont 
deemed it best to be prepared to meet any proposals to tliat 
efTect which might be offered. On the 18th of October, tlie 
Cieneral Assembly, then in session at Windsor, elected Moses ^ 
Kobinson, Ira Allen, and Stephen 11. Bradley, their agents to 
Congress. No opportunity was afforded these gentlemen of 
initiating negotiations for a friendly union between Vermont 
and the United States ; yet there were but few in the state who 
coulcl have conducted a transaction of this nature with greater 
dignity and effect tlian they. 

Internal diBscnsions having been brought to an end, the dan- 
ger of invasion from a foreign foe having long since ceased to 

♦ Clcorgc Clintx)n rnpcrs, in office Sec. Stntc N. Y., vol. xx. doe. 6568. 
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bo oxpoctod, tlio inhabitants of Yonnont began to tnm tlioir 
attention with groat assiduity to the improvomont of the moral 
and civil condition of the state. Permission liaving boon 
grantod by the Qenoral Assembly, taxes wore levied in various 
towns for the purpose of obtaining tlie means of building 
churches and grammar schools. Old county houses were re- 
paired, and new ones erected. Oommunication between tlio 
diiForent towns was rendered more easy by the construction of 
roads. Kivors wore spanned by bridges built with tlie proceeds 
of lotteries authorized by law. Ferries wore established at 
available points on tlie Oonnecticut Tlie farmer cultivated his 
land with greater core and more persevering labor. Tlie arti- 
zan toiled at his occupation cheerfully, and with good liopo of 
tho future. One cause for disquiet alone remained. Tlio incu- 
bus of debt brooded over many like a threatening cloud. Pay- 
ment, if enforced at tliis timo, could not be mado without pro- 
ducing tho direst want IVlien, at a later period, judicial 
authority was invoked to enforce the oxocution of the laws 
against debtors, results followed which showed but too ])laiiily 
the remoter effects of tho rovclution, which for seven years had 
wasted the energy and expen led the treasure of a nation. 



CHAPTER XX. 

THB ADMISSION OF TBRMOITr INTO THB UNION. 

Petitions of citizens of New York who had suffered loss in Vermont— Statement of 
their hiascs — Report of committee of the New York Legislature on the petition 
— Coiinnimioncrs of the Land Office appropriate lands for the sufferers, situ- 
ated ill Clinton, now Dainbridge — Qovemor Chittenden's address to the people 
of Vermont— Insurrection at AViiidsor — Trial of insurgents — ^Another disturb- 
ance — Blilitary called out — Obedience to law enforced — Laws relieying the 
<lifltrcMC9 of tlic people — Di8(>aeition among prominent citizens of New York, 
fnvorablc to the acknowledgment of Vermont as an independent state — Bill for 
tliin pnri)o!ie introduced into the Legislature of New York — IIamilton*s speech 
in its behalf — It fails — Bounds of Cumberland and Gloucester counties—Adop- 
tion of the constitution of the United States — Correspondence between Na- 
thaniel Cliipman and Alexander Hamilton — Commissioners appointed by New 
York to declare Vennont a separate state — Commissioners appointed by Ver- 
mont to meet them — Other commissioners appointed by Now York — ^Delibera* 
tions of the commissioners of the two states — Report of the New York com- 
mimioncrs — Is approved of by the Legislature of Vermont, who pass an act for 
pnyiiig |no,fHK) to New York, ns an indemnity — Convention at Bennington for 
considering Uie expediency of asking for Vermont admission into the Union— 
Negotiations— Vermont becomes one of the United States — ^Division of the 
$30,000 among the New York claimants. 

By their opp'wition to Uio government of Vermont, the enp- 
portcre of New York residing in the southeni part of "Windham 
connty had lost many of their pereonal effects ; had been 
obh'gcd to neglect, to a certain extent, the cultivation of tlieir 
farms, and the care of their premises ; and had suffered incon- 
veniences, serious and witliout number. Tliese causes, com- 
bined with the fines and imprisonment to winch they had 
been subjected, had reduced tliem to a condition of poverty 
from which they could not well recover without assistance. 
On the 24th of Fcbniary, 1Y86, Timothy Church, William 
Shattuck, and TTonrj Evans addressed a petition to the Legisla- 
tine of New York ou the subject of the losses which they and 
thoir fellow-siincrcrs had sustained. In this paper they stated 
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tluit they and tlicir friends, '' by their attAcliinenr, zcul, and 
activity in endeavoring to support the just and lawful authority 
of New York," had incurred the displeasure of those " who 
styled' themselves freemen of Vermont ;" that they had been led 
to believe by the resolutions of Congress — especially those oi 
the 5th of December, 1782 — and by the laws and declarations 
of the Legislature of New York, that " the lawless and ungrate- 
ful usurpere" of the jurisdiction of that state " would bo 
brought to submit to its lawful authority ;" that they had been 
deceived in these reasonable expectations ; and that their o])po- 
nentfi had "risen in arms to the number of four or five hun- 
dred" against them, had killed one and wounded othera of their 
number, had driven some from their habitations or imprisoned 
them, and had confiscated the estates and sold the eflects of 
many. " Your petitioners cannot but hope," they observed in 
conclusion, " Uiat having thus sacrificed their all ; siifiercd 
such exquisite tortures, banishments, imprisonments in loath- 
some gaols, half-starved and threatened with being put to 
ignominious deaths, but that your honors will take their case 
into your most serious consideration, and grant them sonio 
relief in their deplorable situation. And your potitionci*s, as in 
duty bound, will ever be good citizens of the state of New 
York."* 

This petition was read in the Senate on the 27th, and was 
committed to Mcssi*s. Williams, L'llommedieu, and Douw. On 
the 28th, Church, Shattuck, and Evans prepared a verified liHt, 
containing not only the names of those whp had suffered on 
account of their attachment to New York, but also a statement 
of the amount of damages they had sustained, lly this it 
appeared that of those who had been either imprisoncil, 
banished, or deprived of their effects, four were civil officers, 
twenty-one military officei's, and nearly a hundred private 
Boldiera. It was also shown that their losses amounted to 
£16,663 18s. 8d. Ou the 1st of March, Mr. L'llommedieu, 
from the committee to whom was referred the petition, pre- 
sented the following report : — 

" It appeai-s to the committee, that the petitionei*s, willi 
manj 011101*8 holding offices, both civil and military, under the 
authority of this state, with other inhabitants of the county of 
Cumberland, have greatly suffered in their pei'sons and estates, 

* Papora roluting to Vt Controversy, in office Soo. Stato N. Y., p. 61. Doc 
Hist. N. Y., iv. 1011, 1015. 
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and arc Btill subject to heavy fines imposed by the anthority of 
tlic aRsiiiiictl state of Vermont, for no other crime tlian support- 
ing the lawful anthority of tliis state in the said county, which 
the}' from time to time have done, in pureuance of sundry reso- 
lutions of Congress, the several laws of this state, and the 
directions of tlieir superiors in office. Tliat the petitioners, with 
others >vhom they represent, being deprived in a great measure 
of the means of subsistence, and having become odious to the 
]irc8cnt govennnent of the said assumed state, by reason of 
their supporting tlie laws of this state in the said county, are 
utuible to continue longer in the said county without tlie great- 
est inconvenience to themselves and families, and are desirous 
of removing immediately into the western parts of this state, 
j>rovided they could procure vacant lands fit for cultivation. 
Tliat in the opinion of your committee, the said petitioners and 
others whom they represent, have a claim on the state for some 
compcnsatifui for tlicir sufferings and losses, and that it will be 
]>ropcr for the state to grant to the petitionci*s and the pei'sons 
the}' represent, a quantity of vacant land equivalent to a town- 
shiji of eight miles square." 

Al>er reading the report, Mr. L'llommcdieu delivered it in 
"at the tabic," where it was again read, and agreed to. Tliere- 
ui>on, the Senate resolved " that the Legislature, during their 
ju'esent meeting, will make provision for granting to Col" Ti- 
mothy Church, Major William Shattuck, Major llemy Evans, 
and about one hundred other pei'sons whom they represent, a 
quantity of vacant lands equal to a township of eight miles 
Bipnire." A copy of this resolution was Immediately sent to 
the Assembly, and on the same day a resolution of concurrence 
was returned to the Senate.* 

Soon after these proceedings, measures were taken to com- 
ply with the determination expressed in this concurrent resolu- 
tic»ii. Tlic result of these efforts was seen in the twentieth 
clause of " An act for the speedy sale of the unappropriated 
lands within the state, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned," i^asscd on the 5th of May. By this clause, it was 
enacted that "it shall, and may be lawful to, and for the sjiid 
commissioners [of the Land office], to appropriate a tract of land 
etpial to eight miles square, in any of the townships to be laid 

♦ Jouninl Scnntc N. Y., 0th gcssion, pp. 32, S6, 30. Journftl Aescmbly N. Y., 
?illi BofMon, p. r.4. rnpPi-8 relating to Vt. Controversy, in oflBce Sec State N. Y., 
p r,'A. Doc. Mist. N. Y., iv Hn5-1017. 
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out in piirsnanco of this act, for tlio iiso of Colonel Timothy 
Ohurch, Major William Shattuck, and Major Henry Evans, and 
such other pei'sons of the counties of Cumberland and Glouces- 
ter, as shall bo deemed by tlie said connnissionei's to be suffer- 
era in opposing the government of the pretended state of Ver- 
mont, and to grant the land in such township, in such propor- 
tion to each of such sufferera, as to the said commissionora shall 
seem meet and proper, and to direct lett^ra patent to be pre- 
pared accordingly, and, having approved of the same, the 
Gh>vemor, or peraon administering the government of this state 
for the time being, shall cause the great seal of this state to bo 
affixed tliereto." * 

On the 6th of May, the day following the adoption of this 
act, a meeting of the commissioner^ of the land office was held 
in the city of Kow York, at the office of the secretary of state. 
Becognizing tlie full force of the act, the title of which has 
been already cited, and of a i*esolution they had previously 
passed, in which they described generally the land which they 
intended to bestow upon those who had suffered in the service 
of the state — the commissionora resolved ^' that the fallowing 
tract of land equal to eight miles square, in a township to be 
laid out agreeable to the said act and the preceding resolution, 
be and is hereby appropriated for the use of Colonel Timothy 
Clnirch, Major William Shattuck, and Major Henry Kvans, 
and such other persons of the counties of Cumberhuul and 
Gloucester as shall be deemed by this board to be sufferera in 
opposing the government of the pretended state of Vermont, to 
wit: — Beginning at a point on the west bank of the Unadilla 
or Tianaderha river, one mile northerly from where the same 
empties itself into the Susquehanna, and thence running down 
the said river to the mouth thereof, thence southerly along the 
line run by Simon Metcalfe for the line of cession, commonly 
colled the line of property, established at the treaty with the 
Indians at Fort Stanwix in the year 17G8, eight miles, and 
extending from thence and from the place of bcginniufir ^vest so 
far as to include 40,960 acres, the north and south bounds to bo 
east and west lines, and the west bounds to be a north and 
south line, and that a certified copy of this resolution be a suf- 
ficient warrant to the surveyor general to survey the same." 

The prosecution of the claims of the New York adherents 

* Laws of New York, 0th scasioii, p. 188. 
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-was cntnistcMl to the care of Tiiriothj'^ Clnircli and William 
Sliattiick. On tlio lltli of Jul}', at a incctiii«r of the coniniie- 
HJoiiei-K of the hind cillice, hehl in the city of New York, they 
produced to ihe hoard " a list of the names of one hundred and 
8ev(»n ]>erpons, inliahitants of Cumberland county, with their 
afluhivit, proving that the said pei^sons were suftcrere in oppos- 
ing the government of the pretended state of Vennont, and 
tliat the fpiantit}' set down on the sjiid list opposite to the 
names of the respective i»crsons, are the proportions which they 
wonhl, on an estimate of their respective losses of proi)ert3' 
and lime, an<l RnfferingR hy imprisonment, respectively be enti- 
tled to, of the tract (»f eight miles square, appropriated, agree- 
able to law, by this board for their use, on a presumption that 
there were no other snfTerei's." On a closer invest igation,4he 
board concluded that there might be other pei"sons equally en- 
titled to " the bounty of the state," whose names were not 
inserted in the list presented by Church and Shattuck. Tliis 
opinion was sustained by the fact that the list did not " in any 
instance extend to the inhabitants of Gloucester county." A 
resr)lution wjis therefore passed, " that there be reserved of the 
tract appropriated as aforesaid, the quantity of G,400 acres, 
equal to ten lots, to satisfy the claims of such of the said suflcr- 
ers as ma}' not be included in the list now produced." 

'J'he board then proceeded to the consideration of the claims 
of the several persons named in the list, and having acknow- 
ledged them " to bo 8ufrerci*8 in opposing the government of 
the pretended state of Vermont," distributed among them, in a 
ratic» j)roportionato to their losses, fifty-four lots of 640 acres 
each, reserving ten lots of G40 acres each to meet any just 
'demands for compensation that might bo made in the future. 
Of the land thus granted, Timothy Church received 3,840 
acres; William Shattuck, 3,200 acres; Henry Evans, 1,920 
acres; Francis Prouty, 1,180 acres; Ilezckiah Stowell, 840 
acres; William White, Joseph Peck, Daniel Ashcr«aft, and 
iJavid 'Unnber, each 640 acres ; Charles Phelps, 508 acres ; 
James ]3avidson, 500 acres; and the rest smaller quantities.* 

• Dnnicl Slicpnnlson received 280 acres. On tlie 4th of July, 178G. a few days 
before the allotment was made, he wrote to Governor Clinton from Guilfortl, in- 
forming? lii^ I'xcelloncy tlmt lie wns dissatisfied with the etjitemcnts that Mr. Shat- 
tuck hml ]>ro-»onto(l ro:MM'rninjj his (Shepardson's) losses by the Vormontei*s. At 
tlio pame fimo. hv «oM»!ntinioatod an epitome of his losses in these words: — " Uy 
the IJcst Istcmale tlijif I Can make on the AVhole for Time and Money Spent and 
for My Cn\v\ that linvc Din taken from me IJy the Varmontears and for Being 
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But in no caso did any ono pcreoii receive less than 00 acres. 
Of the reserved lands, lots of 640 acres each were, on the 12th 
and 14th of September, divided among certain of the sufferei-a 
who had neglected to apply for compensation at the appointe<l 
time.* 

Tlie land granted to "the snfferera in opposing" the go- 
vernment of VeiTOont was, at the time of the grant, located in 
Montgomery connty. It formed " a part of a larger tract " 
which the province of New York had purchased of the Oneida 
and Tuscarora Tndians, in the year 1768, and was known in the 
records of the land office and on the pages of the field hooks as 
a part of No. 2, or Clinton township. In the year 1791, the 
laud which had been appropriated to the "sufferers," and a 
sufficient quantity additional to make an area of 48,000 acrcfl, 
was erected into a township by the name of Jericho. On the 
1st of Juno, 1814, the name of the township M'as changed to 
Bainbridge, in honor of Commodore William Bainhridge, 
whoso victory, as commander of the Constitution, over the 
British frigate Java, was at that time the theme of renuuk and 
admiration throughout the United States. Ikinhridge in situ- 
ated in the south-eastern corner of the county of Cheruingt^. Tho 
Susquehanna river runs through the township from the north-east 
to the south-west, and divides it diagonally. "Tlie inhabitants 
came princii)ally from the Eastern States," observes ^fr. Spaf- 
ford in his Gazetteer of the State of New York, " and it is 
almost superfluous to add that common schools for the educa- 
tion of youth are well supported."! 

maid prisoner oWm for my Bccing Drove from my Famnly nnd farm a Bout five 
Months, their Distressing my fanmly and taking provishon from ni}*^ house whcMi 
I was in Exile allso their taking my Son prisonr wlio was a Solgcr under (>>* Peck 
and for two fire arms and for Many more Damages too Neuniorous to Mcusliun 
the which I Sustaned By Vermont [my losses are equal] To the Amount of Four 
Hundred Dolars And for the Better understanding I wood Rcfor His Excclency 
Unto M*' Evens Who is Best aquanted with my Affairs." It is prohahle that tliis 
information arrived too lute to affect the decision of the commissioners. Papers 
relating to Vt Controversy, in office Sec. State N. Y., p. 65. 

♦ Jjind Office Minutes, in office Sec. State N. Y., 1781-1788, i. 100, 170, 194- 
198, 220, 221, 224, 226. Doct. Hist N. Y., iv. 1017-1020. 

The names of the " sufferers'* who were recompensed in lands, the quantity 
they received, the time when the grants were made, and other particulars relut- 
ing to this subject, will be found in Appendix K. 

f The town of Hninbridgc, by the name of Clinton, was situati'd in the county 
of Montgomery until February 10th, 1791, when Tio^u county wiih tuKcii from 
Montgomery. At that time Hainbridge, by the name of Jericho, was organized 
as a part of Tioga. On the 16tli of March, 1798, portions of Herkimer and Tioga 



178(;.J WISK ADDKFSH OF OOVKRNOU CHirrKNDKN. 547 

AVliilc llie Lc*;!^! at 11 re of Ncm* York wcro endeavoring to 
coin|»en.«iato lliose of their eitizenp, wlio in maintaining the 
jnriHcliction of lliat state on the " OrantB," had lost nuieh of 
their real and ))ei*sonal estate, the government of Vermont ^va8 
engaged in devising measnres to satisfy the wants of its own 
citizens. iJnring the ennimcr, "the snfTerings of the people 
hecoming severe, and their complaints lond, on acconnt of 
the extrc»me scarcity of money. Governor Chittenden, in tho 
month of Angnst, published an address to tho inhabitants 
of the state, which was evidently dictated by a paternal regard 
for their welfare and happiness." In this carefully considered 
[»aper, he earnestly exhorted his fellow-citizens to be industrious 
and economical; to avoid, as much as possible, tho purchase of 
foreign productions ; and to devote their attention to tho raising 
of flax and wool, and the various articles necessary for food 
and clothing. lie counselled them to exercise prudence and 
diligence in business; mutual forbearance and kindness in their 
rohitions with one another ; and a true regard for the safety of 
the state. I>y this coui'se of conduct, and by the assistance 
which the Legislature would afford at their next session, ho 
e.\i)resscd a hope that their snflerings would be brought to a 
speedy termination, and they become "a prosperous and happy 
people."* 

in accordance with tho promise of Governor Chittenden, 

rontitiofi were formed into n county by tho nnme of Clioniuigo. Since that time, 
l!ninl»ri(Igc — by tho name of Jericho until 1814, and subscqiicnUy by the nnme of 
Uninbrid^e — ha.« formed a part of Chenango county. Tlic villngeof Bninbridgc, 
now n "Inn^c and thriving" place, vrnn incorporated by an net of the Legislature 
of New York, ]>n%^ed April 2l8t, 1R29. Tim other Bottlcmcnts in the town are 
known an Kn«it Bninbridge, North nninbridgc, South Bainbridge, and Bettsburgh. 

Ill the Inws of Now York, appended to the act for " altering the name of tho 
town of Joricho in the county of Chenango" to Bainbridge, which was passed on 
the ir>th of April. 1814, appears the following note, by the patriotic editor of the 
volume, inwrtcd in brackets: — "The name of Bainbridge vfiW be held dear by 
♦'.very Aniorican who lovos his country and admires the heroes who defend it 
The inliabil-niits of Jericho have evinced much patriotism in the alteration of the 
nnme of thi^t town. We have now counties and towns bearing the names of 
Wrt.«hingfon, Cllnt^»n, Gates, Jny, Treble, Decatur, Perry, and Hainbridge, besides 
olJHTs in honor of our rcvolutionnry oiid naval heroes.*' — Maps in Book of 
'•|)oc<ls," in office Sec. SUtc N. Y., xx. SfiS—nVO. Map No. 57, in office Sec. 
Slate N. Y. Laws of New York, 1791, 14th sopsion, chap. x. Grcenlcafs ed., ii. 
".11 ; 17'.»«. 2lRt Rossion, chap. xxxi. ; 1790, 22d scfv^ion, 2d meeting, chap, xxxiii. ; 
1S'I4, :!7th Bossion. chnp. clxxx. p. '2LJ; IR'iO, H'jd Bossion, olinp. oxcviii. pp. o(»2 — 
:;o8. SpaffonpH N. Y. (Jazottrrr, Art. .Ikukiio, IJiog. Am. Military and Naval 
llcio.<», ii. m:{— 170. j»,jirl»cr'« N. Y. ]\Ut C^oll., od. 1«n, \i\\ 0'>, 100. 

' Thoiin»«<in'M VI . Psm! II I' 7". 
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niciisiircs were taken by tlio Lcgisluturo (luring their ses^sioii in 
October, to relievo the eniburrassments of the people. Those 
Avho were inclined to suffer inconvenience rather tlian disturb 
the peace of the state, ceased to complain, and endeavored to 
quiet the niunnuriugs of their neighbors. Olhcre who owed 
money and who did not intend to pay their debts, determined 
" to prevent the sitting of the courts in which judgments and 
executions might be obtained against them." By the terms of 
the statute, a session of tlie court of common pleas for the 
county of Windsor was appointed to be held at Windsor on 
Tuesday the 31st of October. On the morning of that day, ix 
mob of about thirty armed men,* from the towns of Barnard 
and Ilartland, under the command of Robert !Morrison, a llart- 
land blacksmith, and Benjamin Stebbins, a Barnard fanner, 
assembled near the court house at Windsor, a little after sun- 
rise. Tliough no movements to tlnit edect were nuule, yet their 
obvious design was to hinder the sitting of the court. Prompt 
in the discharge of duty, Stephen Jacob the state's attorney, 
and Benjamin Wait the high sheriff, waited on the nudeontcnts; 
read to them the riot act and several other acts rehitive to un- 
lawful assemblages; made pix>clamation to them to disperse; 
addressed them on the "impropriety of tlieir proceedings;" and 
kindly advised them to return peaceably to their homes. After a 
little hesitation, they concluded to obey the laws, and di8[>erbed.f 
The court convened in the afternoon, adjourned to the next 
morning, and then proceeded to business without any further 
molestation. 

On Tuesday, the 14th of November, a term of the Supreme 
court was held at Windsor, Paul Spooner, chief judge, jn-esiding, 
assisted by Nathaniel Niies, Nathaniel Chipnnm, and Luke 
Knowlton, side judges. Warrants were immediately issued for 
the arrest of the riotei*s, and Morrison and several of his men 
were taken and placed in confinement. Complaints were then 
exhibited against them by Stephen Jacob. In these ic was charged 
that they, on the 31st of October, " with guns, bayonets, swonls, 

'*' In the complaint exhibited by the Btnte^B Attorney, in the action of the free- 
men ogainat the riotcra, the persons ehui-ged wiih being engaged in this distnrb- 
anco, wore Amos Hicknal, John Whitconib, and Solomon Aikin of Hurnard; 
Mo8C8 LnU, Daniel MuiiBell, l)aniel Mnnacll, Ji*., Thomaa Lazel Munsell, and llira 
Flowers of Ilartland; and "diveri othcrd to the auid attorney nnkuown." MS. 
Court Papers. 

f In one account the following aUtenicut appears: — "TJie insurgents being 
disappointed in their vicw^, dispei-sed." 
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cbibp, <lniiiis, iilc»s, and other warlike instniinentp, unlawrfully, 
roittoiisly, uimI tiiinnltiioufily did a^Reinble and ^atlier Uieinsclves 
to^^etlier, to diKtiiH) and hreak tlic peace of the state;" and that 
l>ein«^ tinis apsendded, they did "2>arade themselves in the front 
of the eonrt-hoiise in said Windsor in martial array, and witli 
lixed ]»ay<»nets did resist, obstruct, and hinder " the sIierifF of the 
connty, and the county court "from entering the said court 
hc»use, and them did impede from opening and holding the said 
court, then and there by law to be opened and holden." To 
tliese charges Morrison pleaded guilty and threw himself uj>on 
the mercy c)f the court. Tlie court sentenced him to sufier one 
month's imprisonment; to pmcure bonds of £100 for his good 
behavior for two years; to i)ay a fine of £10, and to bear the 
costs of tlie suit. T\\Q punishment of the other offendei's, who 
either ]»h'nded or were found guilty, was proportioned to the 
oifences tliey had committed. 

Soon after the result of the trial had been announced, about 
fitTy <»f the insurgents, most of whom resided in Uartlnnd, 
assendded under arms at the house of Captain Lull, in that 
town, five miles north of the Windsor court house, with a fixed 
determination to rescue MoiTison from imprisonment. Tlie 
court having been informed of these proceedings on the IGth of 
Kovend)cr, directed tlie sheriff to procure assistance, i>roceed to 
the phice where the insurgents were collected, arrest them, and 
commit them to prison. In obedience to these commands 
sheriff Wait, who was also Colonel of the third regiment of the 
Vermont militia, ordered Captain Dart of Weathei'sfield to 
nuirch his coin]>any to Windsor. On the evening of the same 
day, the soldiery of the latter place assembled to aid the civil 
authority. The court and some of the higher military ofRcera 
then called a council, and having taken into consideration the 
situation and character of the mob, determined that it would 
be true ])olicy to take them by surprise. In conformity with 
this conclusion, Colonel Wait, with a force of forty men well 
armed, sot out for the encampment of the insurgents very early 
on the morning of the 17th, and after a march of more than 
five miles, reached it between the horn's of three and four. 

Having esca]K'd the notice of the guards by taking a circui- 
tous route, Wait and his men entered Captain Lull's house in 
two division^j, and after a short, but ''very resolute" attack, 
captured twenty-seven of the insurgents. Dnring the conflict 
lh(^ lea<lers of the revolt e8ca))ed. So expeditiously was this 
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Bcrvico perfonncil, that Wait's i)arty returned to Windsor and 
lodged the culprits safely in the jail at that place, bctore sun- 
rise. Though the victory over the insurgents was gained with 
comparative ease, yet several wounds were received l>y the 
sherifPs party. Stephen Jacob, the state's attorney, did not 
escape without injury, and Wait himself was "badly wounded in 
the head."* Still he was able to attend court, and, observed a 
chronicler of that time, would " have headed his regiment if 
necessity had required it." The results of this attack wouhl 
have been far more disastrous, but for tlie humanity and firm- 
ness evinced by the military. The conduct of Captain Dart 
was highly applauded, and it was publicly announced at the 
time that he and his company were entitled to " the particular 
thanks of the freemen" of the state. 

On the 18th the state's attorney exhibited a complaint against 
the insurgents,! in which they were charged with having 
assembled for the purpose of hindering the Supremo court from 
proceeding with the trial of certain pei*Hon8 who had lieen 
"informed against. for a high misdemeanor," and for the purpoho 
of rescuing Itobert Morrison, "then a prisoner in the gaol at 
said Windsor pui'suant to a legal order from said court." In 
answer to these accusations the prisoners pleaded guilty, and 
appeared " very humble and penitent." In consequence of these 
manifestations, they were " treated with great tendernes?s by the 
court." Fines were imposed upon them, and they were al^o 
required to discharge the cost of the suits, and to procure bonds 
for their good behavior for one year. Feai-s had been enter- 
tained that an insurrection of the people wjis about to happen, 
which would endanger the government of the state, and jeopar- 
dize the lives and liberty of those who refused to join it. l*re- 
parations for such an event were accordingly nnule, and on 
Saturday, while the trial of the insurgents was in progress, hix 
hundred 6oldiei"s:|: under the comnnmd of 13rig.-Gen. Teter 

* III ilie pay roU of tlio field and staff ofRcem, Colonel Wait claimod rcinuncrii- 
tion for loss, occnaioiicd by " twenty-six duy»' sickness of wound." 

f In one of these conipluints, the pci'sons informed ngainst, wero Amos Kendall, 
Uenjiuniu Hulc, Silus Hale, David llulo, and Abijuh Capon of Windsor; UenjaHiiu 
Miinsell, Tiinutliy Wooitcr, Kleazcr liiihop Jr., Tanl Uogcrs, Oliver l{o;;cr."i, 
Buniuel Danforth, Silvunus Wood, John Jonne, KIzi Kvaiis, Ami Kvuu*» Zcru 
Kvans, Klisha Gulln|) Jr., James KeUey, und William llopkina of I (art land ; and 
Josiali Clark, and Jo»iah liurlbnrt of Woodstock. MS. Ooiirt Paper:*. 

I Among the niililiu preient on this occasion, were (<apt. Matthew Patrick's 
company of flirt y-thrcc mni ; dipt Andrew Tracy's of twcntv-ono men; Cant 
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C)lcM>tt assoinl)lc<l iiiulor nnns at Wiiulsor. Jrcantiino llic insur- 
gents, liavin«^ iTceivctl reinforcements, had collected at LnlPs 
liunHc to the nnnil>er of 11 liundred. AVliile in dotd)t as to llic 
coui-Bc tliey should pui^sue, information -was brought to them 
of tlic preparations for defence or attack which were in progress 
at Windsor. Satisfied that govcnnnent Mas too strong to be 
overcome by their puny efforts, the malcontents dispersed, stu- 
dious only to avoid detection and disgrace. Karly in the following 
we<»k the soldiei*s returned to their homes, and peace was again 
restored to the distracted county. On the 21st of Novcndjcr, 
n similar outbreak occurred in Ilutland, at the commencement of 
the session of the court. For a time, it seemed as though the 
efforts of the " Ilegulatore," as the riotei*s styled themselves, 
would be successful. But the firmness and dignity of tlio 
court ; the readiness of the militia to act in defence of govern- 
ment ; and the speedy measures which were taken to quell the 
hisurrection, all united to avert a result so fearful. The insur- 
gents were in the end defeated, and the course of justice was not 
again imp(!ded by the reckless conduct of those whom misfor- 
tun(5 ha<l HMluced to miwM'y and want. The passage of laws to 
relieve the ]»eo]»le from vexatious litigation, and more especialh'^ 
of an act " making neat cattle, beef, j)ork, sheep, wheat, rye, 
and Jnilian corn a lawful tender, if turned out by the debtor on 
any execution, which must be received b}'^ the creditor at the 
value of their a]>prisal by men under oath,"* tended to make 
the burden of debt under which man}' were laboring more 

Henry ToU«»*i« of nixfccn men; Cnpt Apnliel Pmitli's of tliirtccn men; Cnpt 
Nnlliniiiol AVoftonV often men; nn<1 Uic combined companies of Capts. Jolm 
Ilo|>^on nnil Nntlmniel Severs of twenty-two men. The field and stnfT oftieem of 
the third regiment who, nn it wns exi»re«»ed in the pny roM, ** turned out for tho 
Bnpp<*rt of povernment,** were (Nd. ISenJAmin AVait, Lieut.-Od. Klijnh Kohini^on, 
Mnj«»r .Ij'^^c SnfTord, Adjt. Brinnt Urown, nnd Qr.-Mr. .Jewc AViUiamii. ]>urin(:r 
thi* di«tnr1>ntiec, I he troojw were well fed, m npponn l)y the bills subsequently 
prejioiitod to the stiito tren^urer for pnynient C<d. Henjnutin Wnit's demnnd "for 
supplying the troops with rum nnd other necanary provi»ion»" wns nUowed, ns 
WHS that of Klijnh West " for his victuaUinp and licpiors delivered to Cnpt Dart's 
eiMnpnuy,** nnd as were also several other demands of a pinn'lnr nature. 

" 'Jliis net was passed at the scjwicn of the Legislature f»f Vermont, held at Ben- 
nington during February and March, 1787. On the 2d of the latter month, fhc 
following resolution was ]>aFsed by the General Assembly, nnd ordered to be ])ub- 
li«hed : — " Uc^olved, that this house enfertnin a high sense of the services done 
1o this state by the ofTiccrs and soldiers, whose spirited exertions crushed the bite 
dnritig insurre<-tion rigninst government, in tho cmmties of Hutlnnd and Windsor, 
and f\n hereby return the said officers and soldiers their hearty thanks.^ — lliomp- 
Bon'rt Vt , Pnrt II. j». 81. 
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ciidurablo, and served " to check the legal enturceiiient of col- 
lections." The people became satibfied of tlie protective cha- 
racter of govennnent, and gave it a snpport, cordial, tirni, 
numly, an<l patriotic. Attention to business was rewarded by 
increased prolits. Competence crowned the laboi*s of many. 
Contentment smiled in the humble cottage and pervaded the hos- 
pitable farm-Iiouse. Health glowed in the faces of tiie rosy girls 
and ruddy matrons of the Green Mountains, and happiness waved 
its wand of blessing over the valleys of the peaceful Coimecticut.^'* 
The allotment of lands by the Legislature of New York to 
Timothy Church and his associates, led othei's who had been 
similarly situated, but who at a comparative early stage in the 
controvei*8y had submitted to the government of Vermont, to 
apply for assistance. On the J 2th of December, Kleazer Tat- 
tei*son, Samuel Knight, Benjamin Butteriield, John Sergeant, 
Josiah Arms, and twenty-two other })ersons addressed a petition 
to Governor Clinton and to the Senate and Assentbly of New 
York, in which they declared that they had been ^^ uniforndy 
loyal to the state of New York;" had sui>])orted the ri«(hts and 
interests thereof ; had '^ not only frequently ribked their lives, but 
expended large sums of money and lost an abundance of time 
in defence of the said state ; had been often imprisoned ; and 
had suffered the loss of property to a considerable amount." 
They further stated that they had "continued to exert them- 
selves in support of the state of New York, until they were lell 
totally abandoned to the fury of their enemies," and then had 
submitted " to the usurpation of the government of Vermont," 
only to avoid being " deprived of their whole property." For 
these services and sniTerings they asked as a compensation, " a 
grant of vacant and unappropriated land." No evidence was 
adduced in support of these statements. In consequence of 
this omission, the committee of the Legishitnre to whom the 
subject was referred, reported adversely to the jietition.f 

* Worcester Magazine, 178C, ii. 4C0, 4G5. MS ComptaiiiU of the etato's attor- 
ney. MS.Poyrolk MSa in office Sec SUtoVt Tlioinpwin'sVt., Tart 11. pp 79-81. 

f At a meeting of the coniniissionera of the lund office, iicM on tlie "IftiU of 
May, 1787, " the petition of Kleazer Patterson of Jlinsdalc, snggc-'ting himself to 
be a suft'crcr in opposing the government of the pretendoil btuto of Vermont, and 
praying for u grant of lundd accordingly," was rcud. Similar petitions from John 
Kutlian, Obudinh WelU, and the widow of Henry Sherlmrne were, ut the eamu 
time, prcdcnled. The consideration of u\\ thcic applications was po>tpon«rd. 
Land Office Minntes, in office Sec. State N. V., 1784-17H8, i. 2.'>0. Doc. Hist. N. Y., 
IV. 1020-1022. 
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At tliifi pcricid, n dis2>osition favorable to the atliuissioii of tlio 
Btatc of Vermont into tlio Union, began to bo manifested by 
some of Ibc most inilncntial citizcnB of New York. Of this 
number Merc Bueb men as Alexander Hamilton, Philip Schuj'lcr, 
Kieliard Jiarrison and Egbert Benson. Tlie pretensions of Ver- 
mont to a separate jurisdiction, first annonnced soon after the 
commencement of the late revolution, had been maintained 
thronghout the whole of that struggle, and had never been 
disavowed although conciliatory laws had been passed, over- 
tures made, and negotiations carried on in Congress to efifect 
this result. The peace of 1783 had found Vermont in a con- 
dition of actual independence, organized under a regular form 
of govcnnnent, and with a population rated at one-half of that 
of New York. Tlie latter state had formerly threatened to 
reduce the i)C02)le of Vermont to its obedience. The idea of 
subjection had now become so involved in difficulty, that all 
cxce]>t the most rash and thoughtless had abandoned it as fool- 
ish and chimerical. While alfaii's were in this position, an 
attem])t was njadc to ftirther the project of admitting Vermont 
to a share in the federal government. An act " to empower 
and direct the delegates of this state in Congress, to accede to, 
ratify, and confirm the sovereignty and independence of the 
l>eo[)le of the territory commonly called and known by the 
name c»f the state of Vermont," was introduced into the Legis- 
lature of New York, during the session of 1787. 

On the 24tli ol* March, a petition from John Foxcroft and 
" many other persons," proprietors of lands in Vermont, relative 
to this bill, was read in the Assembly. Th6 petitionee asked 
to " be indulged with a copy of the said bill," and to " be heard 
by themselves or their counsel thereujjon." These requests 
were granted. On the 28th, the counsel for the petitionei*s 
appeared before a committee of the Assembly, "entered into a 
large field of argument" against the bill, and endeavored to 
sliow that it was " contrary to the constitution, to the maxims 
of sound policy, and to the rights of i>roperty." His observa- 
tions were not destitute of weight, and to many of them addi- 
tional force was given by the fact that they were to a certain 
degree founded in truth. He was followed by Alexander 
llaniilton, who in an cLiborate address strove to prove, not 
only that tlic constitution permitted this measure, but that 
policy demanded it and justice acquiesced in its adoption. At 
every point he met his opponent's objections with forcible rea- 
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Boning, and sncccodcd, in almost every instance, in ovcrtnniing 
liis positions. His opinion as to the policy of merging Vermont 
in New York, was expressed in tlieso words : — " For my i>art, 
I slionld regard tlio rennion of Vermont to this state, tis one of 
the greatest evils that could befall it ; as a source of continual 
embarrassment and disquietude." The bill, after undergoing 
many alterations, passed the Assembly on the 12th of April, 
and was immediately sent to the Senate. Here it was read on 
tlie same day, and on its second reading on the 13th, was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole. By them it was never 
returned to the Senate. The admission of Vermont as a four- 
teenth state was postponed to a later time.* 

Though the Legislature of New York had ceased to exercise 
authority over Vermont, yet, by the constitution of New York, 
the counties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester were 
Btill claimed as constituent parts of that state. By the same 
instrument, power was given to ^^ the future Legislatures" of the 
state, ^' to divide the same into such further and other counties 
and districts," as shoidd be deemed necessary. In conformity 
with this authority, a law was passed 'on tlie 7th of March, 
1788, for dividing the state of New York into counties. By 
this it was enacted, that the county of Cumberland should con- 
tain ^' all that part of this state beginning on Connecticut river 
at the north bounds of the state of Massachusetts, and extend- 
ing westward along the same until such line shall meet with, 
and be intei'sected by, a lino proceeding on a coui-se, south ten 
degrees west from the north-west corner of a tract of land 
granted under the Great Seal of the late colony of New York, 
on the 14th day of September, 1770, to James Abccl and nine 
other pereons ; and extending from the said point of intersec- 
tion, north ten degrees east, until such line shall meet with, and 
be intei*sected by, another line, to be drawn on a coui*se north, 
sixty degrees west from the ^outh-west corner of a tract of land 
granted under the Great Seal of the late colony of New York, 
on the 13th day of November, in the year of our Lord 1709, 
and erected into a township by the name of Royalton; and 
running from the last mentioned point of intei*scction, south 
sixty-six degrees, east to Connecticut river; and so down along 
the same river to the place of beginning." 

• Ilamilton's Works, ii. 374-300. Journal Ass. N. Y., 10th session, pp. 116^ 
117, 123, 155. Journal Senate N. Y., 10th session, pp. 84, 85. 
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By the same enactment, Gloucester county was to contain 
"all that i>art of this state hounded southerly by the north 
bounds of the county of Cumberland ; easterly by the east 
bounds of this state; northerly by the north bounds of this 
state ; and westerly by a line to be drawn fix>m the north-west 
comer of the said county of Cumberland, on a coui-se north ten 
degrees east, until such line shall meet with, and be intersected 
by, another line proceeding on an east course from the south 
bank of the mouth of Otter creek ; and from the said lost men- 
tioned point of intersection running north fifty degrees east to 
the north bounds of this state." On the west side of the Green 
[Mountains tlie land which had formerly comprised the county 
of Charlotte, was, by this now division, included within the ' 
counties of Washington and Clinton.* 

J»y a rcR(»lution of Congress passed on the 28th of September, 
1787, the plan of the present constitution of the United States 
was transmitted to the several state Legislatures, " in order to 
be submitted to a convention of delegates chosen in each state 
by the people thereof." During the summer of 1788, it became 
evident that the constitution would be adopted by eleven of the 
thirteen states, and the national government established. The 
attention of the most intelligent men in Vermont was now for- 
cibly directed to her peculiar situation. Prominent among 
these was Nathaniel Chipman. His opinion conceniing the 
controversy in which Vermont had been so long engaged, was, 
that if the cpiestion should ever be brought before an impartial 
tribunal for decision, the New York title would be adjudged to 
be better than that of Vermont^f Holding this view of the 
case, he felt " extremely anxious" that the jurisdictional dispute 
should be speedily adjusted. For the purpose of consultation, 
a nund)or of gentlemen, among whom were Lewis R. Morris 
and Gi<lcon Olin, met at his house in Tinmouth, in the early 
]»art of tJuly. I'lie result of this conference was an agreement 
tliat he should write to Hamilton on the subject of a settlement 
of the controvei'sy. 

Agreeable to this determination, Chipman addressed a letter to 
Hamilton on the 15tli of July, in which he briefly alluded to the 
situation of the larger portion of the landed property of Vermont ; 

• I^w8 of N. Y., 11th Bcwioii, pp. 138-130. 

\ •* It is now gcficrnlly l)clicvcJ, tlint, plioiild \rc be received into the Union, 
tlie New York ^mnta woiiM, by tbc federal conrt«, be preferred to those of Ver- 
mont.*' N. fhipinnn to A. llnmilton, in Life of Chipman, p. 74. 
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suggested cei'taiii methods by which Vermont luiglit bo brought 
to accede to the " new federal plan" of government ; and desired 
to know whether, in case Yermont should be received into the 
Union, the "federal legislature, when fomied," miglit not bo 
induced, on some terms, " to make a compensation to the New 
York grantees out of their western lands, and whether those gran- 
tees might not be induced to accept such compensation." Daniel 
Chipman, the brother of Nathaniel, and the bearer of this com- 
munication, delivered it to Hamilton at Pouglikeepsie, where 
that gentleman was then in attendance upon the New York 
convention for the adoption of the United States' constitution. 
On the 22d, Hamilton replied, acknowledging Chipman's letter 
" as tlie basis of a correspondence" that might be productive of 
public good. " The accession of Vermont to tlio confederacy,'* 
wrote he, "is doubtless an object of great importance to the 
whole, and it appeara to me tliat this is the favorable moment 
for effecting it upon the best terms for all concerned. I^csides 
more general reasons, there are circumstances of the moment 
which will forward a proper arrangement. One of the i\v6i 
subjects of deliberation with the new Congress will bo the inde- 
pendence of Kentucky, for which the southern states will be 
anxious. Tlie northern will be glad to find a counterpoise in 
Vermont. Tliese mutual interests and inclinations will facilitato 
a proper result." He further informed Mr. Ohii)nuin that there 
would be no distribution of western land to particuhir parts ot 
the community ; assured him that the public debt of the United 
States would be provided for by indirect taxation, and by otlier 
politic measures ; recommended that the state of Vermont 
should ratify the constitution, upon condition that Congress 
should provide for the extinguishment of all existing claims to 
land under grants of the state of New York, which might inter- 
fere with claims under the state of Vermont; and declared that 
it would be wise "to lay as little impediment as possible" in 
the way of the reception of Vermont into the Union. 

In answer to another letter from Mr. Chipman of the Gth of 
September, Mr. Hamilton referred in general terms to the sub- 
ject of their correspondence, and reiterated in a more extendetl 
form the observations he had previously made. To a sugges- 
tion of Mr. Chipman, that Vermont would (U'sire to extend lior 
territorial limits before becoming a part of the Union, !Mr. 
Hamilton replied : — " I am sorry to find that the affair of the 
boundary is likely to create some embarrassment. Men's minds 
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ovorjwlicro out of j'oiir Btato, arc made up upon, and reconciled 
to that wliicli lias been delineated by Congress. Any depar- 
ture from it must beget new discussions, in which all the pas- 
nions will have their usual scope, and may occasion greater im- 
])e<liments than the real importance of the thing would justify. 
Jf, however, the further claim you state cannot be gotten over 
with you, I would still wish to sec the experiment made, though 
with this cl(»g ; because I Iiavo it very much at heart that yon 
should become a member of the confederacy." Referring then 
to the question of the right of the Legislature of Vermont to 
decido ui)on the accession of that state to the Union, he ob- 
served : — " Tliero is one thing which I think it proper to men- 
tion to you, about which I have some doubts, that is, whether 
a legislative accession would be deemed valid. It is the policy 
of the system to lay its foundation on the immedicUe consent of 
the people. You will best judge how far it is safe or practica- 
ble to have recoui'sc to a convention. Whatever you do, no 
time ought to be lost. Tlie present moment is undoubtedly 
critically favorable. Let it, by all means, be improved." 
During the following winter, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Chipman 
had an interview at Albany, " when," observes the biographer 
of the latter gentleman, " they took a view of the subject some- 
what different from their opinions which appear in the fore- 
g«>ing correspondence, and agreed on a mode of settling the con- 
trovei-sy, which was afterwards adoi)ted by the two states."* 

llie dispute between New York and Philadelphia as to which 
should be the permanent seat of the federal govemment, was 
finally decided in favor of the latter city. This result showed 
j)lainly that the western and southeni influence was greater in 
Congress, than the northern. No state felt the force of this 
fact jnore severely than New York. Kentucky, whose terri- 
tory belonged to Virginia, was anticipating a reception into 
the federal government, as a sej^arate state, at no distant day. 
Ilie Jidinission of Vermont, it was seen, would tend, in some 
measure, to equalize representation. Ifcr weight would serve 
as a counterpoise to the undue influence of particular sections 
of the Union. It was known .it the north, that the adoption of 
the constitntif)n of the United States had tended greatly to 
increase the desire of New York and Vermont, that the latter 
state should become a part of the Union. The controverev 

• Life of Clilpinan, pp. 70-81. 
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'which had so long divided thcso states, whose interesfs, but lor 
that, were now almost identical, was the only barrier whieli 
prevented the connection. The wisest and best men in both, 
were ready to make the attemjit to remove this hindrance, by 
concessions that would be j ust for each.* Such was the wish, also, 
of those to whom the administration of public affairs was entrusted. 
For the purpose of manifesting their willingness to end the 
controvci*sy, the Legislature of New York, on the 14th of July, 
1Y89, passed an act '^ appointing commissionei*s with power to 
declare the consent of the Legislature of the state of New York, 
that a certain territory within the jurisdiction thereof, should 
be formed or erected into a new state." The commissioners 
named, were Robert Yates, Kufus King, Gulian Vcrphmck, 
Eobert R. Livingston, Simeon De Witt, Richard Varick, and 
John Lansing Jr. In the words of the act, they, or " any four 
or more of them," were vested with full power " to declare the 
consent of the Legislature of this state, that such district or ter- 
ritory within the jurisdiction, and in the north-eastern aiul 
northern parts thereof, as the said commissioners shall judge 
most convenient, should be formed and erected into a new 
state." Special provision was at the same time made, that 
nothing contained in the act should be construed to give any 
pei*son claiming lands in the district ''to be erected into an 
independent state," any right to any compensation from the 
state of New York.f 

* The tone of public opinion on the subject of the controversy may be deduced, 
to a certain extent, from tlie newspapers of that period. The following extract id 
from Thomas's Spy, No. 831, March 12th, 1780. 

"Vermont, nenniiigton, February 23 [178U]. 

*'Two of the agents of this state, appointed to attend on Congress, to ncgotiato 
the admission of this state into the new federal government, have attended tiio 
legislature of New York, during their session at Albany, in order to intluencc that 
honorable body to recognize our independence ; and we learn that u bill f(»r that 
purpose is now under their consideration, by which the western bounds of this 
fttiito is affixed at the western bounds of the townshi|)S granted by Ilamiisiiirc. 

" We are informed from respectable authority, that many innuentiui mcndiers 
of the legislature of New York, are anxious for the admission of Vermont into tiie 
Federal Union, to prevent internal divisions among tlie American states. The 
Jlon. General Schuyler ond others have given it as their opinion, that matters 
should be compromised amicably and speedily between this state and the New 
York claimants — the peace of the Union being of far greater value than half a 
million acres of land." 

f This act was sent to Thomas Chittenden, in a letter dated at Albany on the 
loth of Jnly, 178'.), and signed by all the commissioner except llichard Variek. 
Laws of N Y., Ist meeting of Titli 9os«*i«»ii, p 2. Williams's lli"*t Yt , ii. v57, -JaS. 
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Oil tlic 23d of October, 1789, the Legislature of Vermont 
rcsj>oiHU»(l to tlic mlvftiices rnde by tlic Legislature of New 
Ifc'ork, and passed an act, a])pointing Isaac Ticlienor, Stephen R. 
J]radicy, Nathaniel Chipnian, Elijah Paine, L-a Allen, Stephen 
flacob, and Israel Smith, commissionera in behalf of tlio state, 
" with full powers to them, or any four or more of them, to treat 
with connnissioners that now are, or hereafter may be, appointed 
by the state of New York, and who shall bo fully authorized 
i\ui\ emj)owered^ by the said state of New York, to ascertain, 
agree to, ratify, and confirm a jurisdictional or boundary line 
between the state of New York and the state of Vermont ; and 
to adjust, and finally determine, all and every matter or thing 
which, in any wise, obstructs a union of this state with the 
United States." Special provision was at the same time made, 
that nothing in the act should be construed to give the comniis- 
sioncj-s power, either "to lesscjn or abridge the present jurisdic- 
tion" of Vermont ; or to " oblige the inhabitants of the same, 
or any other person or persons, claiming title to lands" pre- 
viously granted by Vermont, or " the late province of New 
Hampshire," to relinquish "their claims under the jurisdiction 
thereof, oi*, in any wise, subject the state of Vermont to make 
any compensation to different persons, claiming under grants 
made by the late province, and now state, of New York, of 
laufls situate and being in the state of Vermont, and within the 
jurisdiction of the same."* 

Having become satisfied that several omissions had been 
made in the act of the 14th of July, 1789, by which commis 
sifMiors had been ap])ointed to acknowledge the sovereignty of 
Vermont, the Legislature of New York, on the Gth of March, 
1790, rej)caled that act, and passed another with a similar title, 
liobeit Yates, Robert II. Livingston, John Lansing Jr., Qulian 
Verplanck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, Kichard Sill, and 
IMt'lancton Smith were Ucamed as commissionei's in the second 
act. The same authority which had been conferred on the other 
comnn'ssionei-s was transferred to them, and, in addition to this, 
they were vested witli " full ])ower to treat, conclude, and agree 
with any pei*soii or persons, or any assemblies or bodies of peo- 
])l('," toncliini^ the relinquishment of the jurisdiction of the 
state f»f New York over a certain port ion of her " north-eastern 
and northern " territor}^; and touching " the securing or con- 

• Slnde'8 Vt. State Pftpere, pp. 192, 193. Life of Cbipraan, p. 82. 
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firming of riglits, titles, or possessions of lands within such dis- 
trict or territory, lield or chiimed under grapts from the state at 
New Hampshire while a colony, or under grants, sales, or loca- 
tions made by the authority of the government or jurisdiction 
now existing, and exercised in the north-eastern parts of this 
state, under the name or style of the state of Vermont, against 
persons claiming the same lands under grants from this state while 
a colony, or since the independence thereof." In an accom- 
panying proviso, tlie commissionei's were prohibited from 
sanctioning or countenancing, in any way, the ^' grants, sales, or 
locations " made " by or under Vermont," in that portion of the 
state of New York, to which the name of the Western Union 
had been once applied by Vermont. 

In another section of this act, it was stated, that whatever 
the commissionera might stipulate to receive, as ^' a compensa- 
tion for extinguishing the claims" to lands " within the said 
district, derived under the late colony of Now York," should 
be for the use of those claimants thus deprived of their grants, 
although in the stipidations the " compensation should ho de- 
clared to bo for the use of this state, or for the people thereof." 
It was also provided that nothing in this act should be construed 
to give to any peraon claiming as above set forth, " any right to 
any further compensation " fi-om the state, than the compensa- 
tion which might "be so stipulated as aforesaid."* 

In conformity with tlie terms of this act, and of that j)asscd 
by the Legislature of Vermont, the connnissionci's of the two 
states assembled. " Tlie only point of difficulty and debate," 
observes Mr. Williams, " related to a compensation for the 
lands claimed by the citizens of New York, wliicli had been 
regranted by the government of Vermont." Tlie discussions 
on this subject were carried on in a most friendly and con- 
ciliatory maimer, and after two or three meetings, " an 
equitable and amicable agreement" was concluded. On tlie 
7th of October, the commissioners of New York by virtue of 
the powere granted to them for that purpose, declared the con- 
sent of the Legislature of New York, that the stale of Vermont 
should bo admitted into the Union of the United States of 
America ; and that immediately upon such admission, all 
claims of jurisdiction of the state of New York within the 
state of Vermont should cease. 

* Ijiwb of N. Y 2d meeting, 18th sosslon, p. 13. 
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They fnillicr declared that thenceforth, "llie perpetual boiiu- 
dar}' line between the state of New York and the state of Ver- 
mont" shonhl he as follows: — " 13egiiniing at the north-west 
corner of the state of ^lassachnsctts ; thence westward, along 
the south boundary of the township of Pownall, to the south- 
west corner thereof; thence northerly, along the Avestern boun- 
daries of tlic townships of Pownall, Bennington, Shaftsbury, 
Arlington, Sandgate, Rupert, Pawlet, Wells, and Poultney, as 
the said townships arc now held or possessed, to the river, coni- 
nionl}' called Poultney river ; thence down the same, thi-ougli 
the middle of the deepest channel thereof, to East Bay ; thence 
through the nn'ddle of the deepest channel of East Bay and the 
wafers thereof, to where the same communicates with Lake 
Clmni]>lain ; thence thi-ough the middle of the deepest channel 
of liake ( -Innnphiin, to the eastward of the islands called the 
Pour Brothei-s, and the westward of the islands called Grand 
We and Long Jslo, or the Two Heroes, and to the westward of 
the Isle La l^fott, to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude." 

Willi regard to the lands which had been granted by New 
York, the coinniissiouei*s, announcing " the will of the Legisla- 
ture of the state of New York," decreed that, " if the Legisla- 
ture of the state of Vermont should, on or before the firet day 
of January, 1702, declare that, on or before the fii^st day of 
June, 1704, the said state of Vernit)nt would pay to the state of 
New York the sum of thirty thousand dollars, that, immo- 
diatel}- from such declaration by the Legislature of the state of 
Vermont, all rights and titles to lands within the state of Ver- 
mf>nt, under grants froui the government of the late colony of 
New York, or from the state of New York, should cease," those 
excepted which had been ma<le in confirmation of the grants of 
New Hampshire. Such was the deliberate decision of the com- 
nn'ssionci-s U])on the topics which had been submitted to them 
for a final and definitive settlement.* 

The ])lan proposed in this decision met with the approbation 
of the Legislature of Vermont, and on the 28th of October they 
passed an act, directing the treasurer of the state to pay the 
sum of thirty thousand dollars to the state of New York, at or 
before the time ])ropoBcd ; adopting the line proposed by the 
eoniiuissionei's as the perpetual boundary between the two 
staters ; and doclnring all the grants, cliarters, and ])atcntrt of 

* WilH.uiiHH Hisl. Vt., ii. iifiR, 250. SIikIc'r Vt. Strtto I'jipciK, pp. llM), l'»l. 
'lltoinp^nnV VI.. l»Mrt 1!. p. K). Vnv. Ilisl. N. Y., iv. In'j.T 
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land, lying within the stato of Vermont, made by or under the 
late colony of Now York, to bo null and void, and " incapable 
of being given in evidence in any coiul of law" within the 
state, those excepted which had been made in coniinnation of 
the grants from New Hampshire. '^ In this amicable manner," 
observes Mr. Williams, " was terminated a conlrovei-sy which 
had been carried on with great animosity for twenty-six yeai's."* 
Both sides were weary of the contest, and, happily for them, 
the general condition of America was ftivorablo to conciliatory 
measures. Tliis seems to have been the only period, in which 
the matter could have been adjusted to the satisfaction of all 

parties.t 

Tlie difBculties with New York having been terminated by 
these proceedings, the General Assembly of Yermont issued a 
call for a convention of the people, to take into consideration 
tlie expediency of joining the federal union. Tlie convention 
met at Bennington on the 6th of January, 1701. Among the 
delegates were Thomas Chittenden, the president, and iMoses 
. Ilobinson, the vice-president of the convention, Nathaniel Chip- 
^ man, Stephen R. Bradley, Ira Allen, Ebenezer Allen, Daniel 
Buck, Jonathan Arnold, Qideon Olin, Jonathan Hunt, John 
Strong, John Fassett, Timothy Brownson, and many othci*s of 
sound practical sense, and stern integrity. Of the conflicting 
opinions which prevailed on this occasion, Mr. Williams 
remarks: — "The membei's were not all agreed on the expedi- 
ency of being connected with the thirteen states, and it wais 
doubted, whether a majority of the people were for the measure. 
Several members of the convention wished to defer the conside- 
ration of the question, to a more distant period. It was urged 
on the other hand, that the safety, the interest, and the honor of 
Vermont, would be essentially promoted by joining the union 
of the other sUites, and that this was the precise time, when it 
might be done without diiliculty or opposition." 

Favoring the accession of Vermont to the union, Nathaniel 
Chipman, distinguished both as an able jurist and an accom- 
plished scholar, urged the convention to give their assent to the 
measure, and in a forcible and argumentative speech, advanced 
his reasons for recommending such a course. In emphatic 
language, he described the insignificance of the condition to 

* The comnienceinont of tlio oontrovcrsy is gcncraUy fixc«1 at tlio duto of the 
Order of ilio King in Council, viz. July 'Jotli, 1704. See antt^ p. 130. 

f Willianis'tt Iliat. Vt., ii. 259, 200. Slade'a VU State Pupera, pp. lUl. iy:J, 191. 
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^vl^ich Vermont would bo contiimally Bubjccted, bIiouM she 
rcmnin a Rcj)arato Btjitc, and foreshadowed licr probable fate in 
cnpc a war shonkl ariBc between the United States and Great 
Britain. lie showed in wliat manner learning and science, and 
manufactures, and the arts, would be patronized in Vermont by 
means of the Union, and how, as a result of the same cause, 
the moral and social condition of the state would be exalted. 
Jle referred to the different methods that had been adopted in 
different ages of the world, to bring states similarly situated to 
act as one contederacy, and declared that the constitution and 
the federal government of the United States, though almost 
])]ienomena in civil polity, were better calculated than any other 
means that could be adopted, to unite in one body the people 
of the United States, and to secure " the tranquillity, happiness, 
and prosperity of the Union." 

Arguments like these prevailed, and on the 10th of January, 
after a session of four daj's, the convention resolved tliat appli- 
cation should be made to Congress for the admission of Vermont 
into the federal Union. Tin's decision was supported by an 
instrument, in which the convention, by virtue of the power 
and authority to them entrusted for that purpose, "full}- and 
entirely " ajiproved of, assented to, and ratified the constitution 
of the United States, and declared, that "as soon as the 
state of Vermont shall be admitted by the Congress into 
tlie Union, and to a full participation of the benefit of the 
govermnent now enjoyed by the states in the Union, the 
same shall be binding on us and the people of the state of Ver- 
mont tbrevor." Tliis instrument was signed by oue hundred 
and five of the one hundred and nine membera of the conveu- k 
tion. The convention having completed the business for which 
tliey had been called together, dissolved on the 11th of Janu- 
ary. 

The General Assembly of Vermont met at Bennington, on the 
day previous to the dissolution of the convention, and, on the 
J 8th, made choice of Natlifiniel Chipman and Lewis R. Morris, 
as their commissioners to repair to Congress and negotiate the 
admission of Vermont into the Union. Pursuant to their 
a|»])c)intmcnt, those gentlemen visited Philadel])hia and laid 
before (icnonil AVjishington, tlie President of the United States, 
the i)n)eeediiigs of the convention and Logisl.iture of Vermont, 
heforo referred to. On the 18th of February, Congress by an 
act dechired, "that on the fourth day of March, one thousand 
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sovcn hundred and ninety, one, the said state, by the name and 
style of the state of Vermont,' shall be received and admitted into 
this Union, as a new and entire member of the United States of 
America." Thus did Vermont iinally reach the position which 
she was so well entitled to till. Ilcr accession to the Union was 
everywhere regarded with satisfaction, and no better proof of 
the feeling of Congress on the subject is needed, than the fact 
that she was admitted without debate and by a unanimously 
affirmative vote.* 

During their session held at Windsor in the months of Octo- 
ber and November following, the General Assembly of Ver- 
mont made provision for raising the sum of $30,000, by a gene- 
ral laud tax.f At this period in the history of the United 
States, before the establishment of a national currency, the 
difficulty of procuring large sums of silver or gold was severely 
felt. Owing to this scarcity of a circulating medium, and the 
poverty of the people, the state of Vermont was unable to pay 
the whole of the stipulated amount at the appointed time. An 
act wjis therefore passed by the Legislature of New York, 
extending the time of tlie payment. As soon as the greater por- 
tion of the $30,000 had been received, a question arose as to the 
method of apportionment which should be adopted, in dividing 
it among those to whom it belonge<l. For the purpose of remov- 
ing all trouble on this jmint, the Legislature of New York passed 
an act on the 0th of April, 1705, " concerning the money \m\d 
into the treasury of this state, by the state of Vermont." 

In the preamble of this act, the various proceedings which had 
led to a settlement of the controversy were recited, and the neces- 
sity of making " a just and equitable distribution" of the money 
which already had been and which hereafter was to be paid, was 
stated. To accomplish this object, Robert Yates, John Lansing 
Jr., and Abraham Van Vechten were appointed commissioners, 

• WiUiams'B Hist Vt, ii. 200, 261. Sladc'e Vt State rapcre, pp. 194-106. Life 
of Kathanicl Chipman, pp. 83-05. Ira AHcn'B Hist Yt, pp. 210, 250. 

f "The General Assembly of Yerinoikt has passed a law, laying a tax of one 
halfpenny per acre, on aU lands in that state, for the purpose of raising the sum 
of f:U),oOO, to discharge the demand of tlie Bl^itc of New York U[)on them." 
Thomas's Spy, Novcmbor 24, 1701, No. 073. 

" As compensation for the loss of tiiese lands, the state of Yermont stipulated and 
paid to the state of New York, 3(),000 Spanicth milled dollars." 

" With good manai^ement, 30,000 dollars cancelled grants from the late C4ilony 
of New York, for about 6,000,000 acres of land."— Ira Allen's lliat Yt, i>p. 
240, 250. 
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to decide all claims of citizens of New York to lands sitnatcd 
in Vermont wliicli had been ceded hy tlic former state to the 
latter, and to determine what proportion of the $30,000 each 
clainnmt shoidd receive. The connnissioners were directed to 
give notice of the time when they would receive and examine 
claims. Claimants wlio should not notify their claims to the 
connnissionei*s, within one year after the publication of the 
notic(s weie declared for over barred of the ri^jht of recover}'. 
A\»8te<l with these powcra, and guided b}' these regulations, the 
ccMnmiFsionei'S began their examination. Many applications 
were received, and the amount of compensation claimed was 
far «rJ'cater than the sum fi-om which it was to be drawn. 
Finally on the 23d of April, 1799, the connnissioners rendered 
their rej>ort. Of the seventy-six-claimants among whom the 
sum was divided, those who received the largest amount were 
(Joldsbrow Banyar, Samuel Aver}^, the lieire of James Duane, 
William Cockbunie, the heire of Simon Metcalf, Brooke Wat- 
son, William Smith, John Plenderleaf, Jonathan Hunt, John 
]]owles, ThomjLs Norman in right of his wife the daughter of 
Crean Brush, Abraham l^ot, Samuel Stevens, James Abeel, the 
heirs of Cadwalhider Oi>lden, and John Bard.* 

With thift apportionment all the direct results flowing from 
the coutrovei^s}' between New York and Vermont ce«a8ed. The 
two fitates, united b}' the bonds of trade and nnitual interest, 
no IfMigcr regarded one another with jealousy or distrust, but 
sought rather, by the interchange of confidence and concession, 
to obliterate the recollections of the past. From the time when 
Vermont fn-st declared her indej)endence, " Freedom and Unity" 
was the expression of the principles which guided her conduct. 
" Frecdoui and Unit}-" is the motto with which she now stands 
among the states of this Union. 

• Life of Cliipinaiv p. 82. JjawB of N. Y., 18th seflston, pp. 84, 85. Doc Hitt. 
N.Y., iv. 102i, 1025. 
All account of the dif;Bion of the $30,000 is contained in Appendix L. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

BASLY LAWS OF YKBMONT — INDIAN INSOBIFTIONB. 

Urtt constitution of Vermont modelled on the first constitution of Peunsylvaiiia 
— Constitution of Vermont legalized by statutory enactments — Kpitunic of tlie 
constitution — Its religious and moral elements — ^Tlie test creed — Kducational 
interests — Freedom of speech and of the press maintained — Estttbli«hnicnt of 
courts of justice — Good men to be placed in office— The purity of the ballot- 
box — ^The necessity of labor— First essay at legislation — The laws of February, 
n^e— Tlie"Wordof God'* and the "Connecticut law book"— Hie criminal 
code of Vermont — Capital offences — Degrading punislunents— Manslaughter — 
Incest — ^Adultery — Polygamy — Housebreaking and highway rubbery— Coun- 
terfeiting — Riot — Perj ury — Forgery — Lying — ^Theft — Cursing or profane swear- 
ing — Gaming— Horse- racing — Night-walking — Tavem-hauntiug — IJcen»iiig ta- 
verns — ^Drunkenness — Sdabbath-brcaking — Stocks — Care of the iMtor— Militia 
service — Attorneys — Instances of the infliction of corporal puui«hinent — Sin- 
gular customs — Imprisonment for debt — ^The burial of Tliomas Chandler Sen. 
— ^The marriage of Mrs. Lovejoy — Indians of Vermont — Coos — Newbury — In- 
dian sculptures at Bellows Falls— The *' Indian Rock" on Weal or Waatostiquet 
river. 

TiiE references in some of the previous clmptere to the statutes 
enacted by the General Assembly of Vermont for tlie punish- 
ment of Yorkere and the enemies of the state, would naturally 
lead the reader to inquire concerning the character of the early 
legislation of this iude])endent jurisdiction. Allusion lias al- 
ready been made to the peculiar circumstances under which 
the fii*st constitution of Vermont was adopted. Soon after the 
people of the New Hampshire Grants had declared that district 
a free and independent state, many disinterested pei*sous ex- 
pressed a desire that the organization of "New Oouuecticut, 
alias Vermont," as the new state was called, should be inune- 
diately effected. On the 11th of April, 1777, Dr. Thomas 
Young, a citizen of Philadelphia, published an address to the 
inhabitants of Vermont, urging them to maintain the ground 
they had taken, and pointing out to them the method by which 
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iimny of the difficulties in forming a government might be met 
and overcome. " I have recommended to your committee," he 
observed in this address, ** the constitution of Pennsylvania as 
a mcxlel, wliich, with a very little alteration, will, in my opi- 
nion, come as near perfection as any thing yet concocted by 
mankind. This constitution has been sifted with all the criti- 
cism that a band of despots was master of, and lias bid defiance 
to tlieir united powers." His advice wasi followed, and an in- 
strument which was supposed to have been the work of Benja- 
min Franklin became the basis of that upon which the govern- 
ment of Vermont was established.* 

Hiongh built on so good a foundation, the constitution of 
Vermont was the work of men whose necessities gave them but 
little time for thought or deliberation. Prepared at a time 
when the United States was engaged in a war which convulsed 
the whole American continent ; completed at the moment when 
IJuigoj^ne, having ravaged the shores of Lake Cjiamplain, was 
maturing the reduction of Ticonderoga ; and published while 
the excitement consequent upon the triumph at Bennington 
was still agitating the minds of the Green Mountain Boys, it 
was never sanctioned by a vote of the people, but was tacitly 
nceepte<l by them as the exponent of their rights and privileges. 
The renuirk of Governor Slade, that the constitution of Ver- 
mont " was considered a mere nullity b}' tlie statesmen of that 
period," cannot be regarded as strictly correct. At the same 
time, it is difficult to determine in what estimation it was 
hold, either by them or the people, llie firet act passed by the 
General Assembly, at their session held at Bennington on the 
1 Itli of February, 1779, was "An act for securing the general 
l»rivileii;e8 of the people, and establishing connnon law and the 
ronstiiutiofiy as part of the laws of this" state." For what pui^ 
))ose this Ftiitute was needed is by no means apparent. In its 
very nature, the constitution of a state is superior to any statute 
law. It is, in a certain sense, the fountain and source of statute 
law. }^y it tlie state is organized and becomes invested with 
j)0wcr to legislate. The attempt, therefore, of the General As- 
sembly of Vermont to legalize the constitution of the state, ap- 
pears to have been cither simply an absurdity, or a proof that 

• llic Biinilftrit.v between the firet constitution of Vennont and the first consti- 
tilt ion of Pennsylvania iiiny bo seen by comparing those instruments as they 
nppcar in the " Memoir of Tliomos Chiltcnden," by Dauiel Chipman, pp. 26-60. 
ct / nxttim. 
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the statesmen regarded the constitution as possessed of hut little 
binding force, and lioped to dignify it in the estimation of the 
people, by investing it with, at least, the power of law. 

Ilad there been no further attempts to give the constitution a 
statutory force, this inference might be regarded iis partially 
correct. The desire to " make assurance double sure," seems, 
however, to have prevailed in the minds of the law-nnikei*8, and 
its effect in bolstering up the constitution was visible in a num- 
ber of instances. In June, 1782, a law was enacted by the 
Qeneral Assembly, while in session at "Windsor, for the purpose 
of '^ establishing the constitution of Vermont, and securing the 
privileges of the peo[)le." At a convention held at l^fanchester 
in June, 1786, the constitution was revised and re-established. 
The General Assembly sat during a ])ortion of February and 
March, 1787, at Bennington, and on the 8th of the latter month 
they declared by a special statute, that the constitution ^Shall 
be forever considered, held, and maintained, as part of the laws 
of this state." The constitution underwent a second revision at 
a convention held at Windsor in July, 1793.' At a session of 
the Qeneral Assembly held at Ilutland during October and 
November, 1706, that instrument was, by a legislative enact- 
ment, passed on the third day of the latter nu)nth, again pro- 
nounced and established "the supreme lav/" of the state.* 

The fii'st constitution was "established by convention" on 
the 2d of July, 1777. It was divided into three parts. Tiiu 
fii'st division consisted of a preamble, in which were set forth 
the reasons that had induced the people of the New Ilampsliire 
Grants, to form themselves into a separate and independent 
commonwealth. A "Declaration of the rights of the inliabit- 
ants of the state of Vermont" was comprised in the second 
division. The third division contained the "Plan or frame of 
government," in accordance with which the affaii*s of the state 
were to be conducted. The tone of the whole instrument was 
moral, manly, independent. Vermont ever strove to imbue her 
public expressions with the spirit of freedom. In her relations 
with other states, she preserved her word and her honor unim- 
paired. Only in her negotiations with the Jhitish in (3ana<hi 
did she em})loy ambiguous terms and the arts of diplomacy, 
but it was by these means that she nmintained her seiiarate 

» Slado's Vt Stnto Pftpcrs, p. 288. Statutcn of Vt, 1787, pp. 31, 32. AcU 
and Lawi of Vt., 17 Oft, pp. 3, 1. 
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]>olitic'}il existence, nncl secured the front icfs of the northern 
fitatoR from rapine and devastation. Tlie positions taken in the 
const itnt ion were in strict conformity with the character of men 
who loved liberty and hated oppression. Tlie natural freedom 
of man; the inherence of power in the people; the establish- 
ment of government for the benefit of all ; the purity of the 
ballot-box ; the subserviency of private property to public 
uses; the trial bj'jury; the sacredness of hearth and home; 
the subordination of the military to the civil power; the right 
of petition and remonstrance — these, and other principles 
ofpially noble, were asserted with unaffected confidence, in this 
exposition of the moral, civil, and ][>oliticaI faith of the people 
of Vermont. 

Concerning man as a religious being, it was claimed " that 
all men have a natural and unalienable right to woi-ship Ai>- 
MKJiiTV Goi), according to the dictates of their own consciences 
and understanding, rcgidated by the word of God ; and that no 
man ought, or of right can be compelled to, attend any reli- 
gious woi*slnp, or erect or support any place of worship, or 
maintain any minister, contraiy to the dictates of his con- 
science ; nor can any man who professes the Protestant religion 
be justly de]>rived or abridged of any civil right, as a citizen, 
on accnunt of his religious sentiment, or peculiar mode of reli- 
gious w*»rship; and that no authority can, or f>ught to be in- 
vested in, or assumed by anj' ])ower Avhatsoever, that shall, in 
any case, interfere with, or, in any manner, control the rights 
of conscience in the free exercise of religious worehip. Never- 
theless, ever}' sect or denomination of people ought to observe 
the Sabbath or the Turd's day, and keep up and support some 
sort of religious worship, which to them shall seem most agree- 
able to the revealed will of God." These sentiments were 
more strenuously enforced in the positive declaration that 
"laws for the encouragement of virtue and prevention of vice 
and immorality shall be made and constantly kept in force ; 
and provision shall be made for their due execution ; and all 
rrligious societies or bodies of men, that have been, or may be 
hereafter, united and incoij)oratcd for the advancement of reli- 
gion and learning, or for other pious and charitable purposes, 
shall be encouraged and protected in the enjoyment of the pri- 
vileges, immunities, and estates, which they, in justice, ought 
to enjoy under such regulations as the General Assembly of 
this state shall direct." 
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Tlioiigli tlicsc Bcini-puritanic law-givere wcro Milling to alltiw 
to the people a considerable latitude in the " mode of religions 
woi-ship," yet in nmttei*s of religious faith they were more ex- 
acting. Every member of the General Assembly, before tak- 
ing his seat, was required to accept and subscribe a test creed, 
in these words : — " I do believe in one God, the Creator and 
Governor of the universe, the rewarder of the good and punisher 
of the wicke<l. And I do acknowledge the scriptures of tiio 
Old and New Testament to be given by Divine inspiration, antl 
own and profess the Protestant religion." It a]ipear8 by the 
records of the General Assembly, that Ethan Allen, who Wiis 
returned a member from Arlington in October, 1778, refused 
to express his belief in tlie manner prescribed by law. 1 1 is 
participation in the deliberations of that session, shows that his 
non-conformity did not debar him from serving as the represen- 
tative of his constituents.. When in October, 1785, the consti- 
tution was revised, the acknowledgment of a religious belief 
was deemed essential, and the test creed was retained un- 
changed. 

While the interests of religion were thus protected, educa- 
tional interests were not neglected. Tlie provision nuule for 
the instruction of the youth of the state, at a time when boys 
of sixteen were compelled to bear arms, and when the alarms 
of war rendered a continuous attention to the arts of peace al- 
most impossible, aftbrds a striking exam])Io of the forecast of 
these self-taught statesmen. Fidly imbued with the necessity 
of multiplying the advantages of instruction, they declared that 
" a school or schools shall be established in each town by the 
Legislature, for the convenient instruction of youth, with such 
salaries to the masters, paid by each town, making proper use 
of school lands in each town, as thereby to enable them to 
instruct youth at low prices. One grannnar sch<K>l in each 
county, and one university in this state, ought to be established 
by direction of the General Assembly." To these wise provi- 
sions and to the laws which were afterwards enacted in accord- 
ance with them, Yermont owes the high position which she 
now holds, in an educational point of view, among the other 
states of the Union. 

Among a people who had ever been accustomed to express 
publicly their opinions, restraints infringing upon this privilege 
woidd be necessarily irksome. To guard against a contingency 
of this nature, and to protect that medium by which public 
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w rong< jiri» oxjxHscd, the condition of the state nuulc known, 
and intonnation of every proper character extended, the legis- 
hitors of Veriiiont asserted " that the people have a right to 
freedom of speech, and of writing and pnblishing their senti- 
ments : therefore, the freedom of the press onght not to bo 
restrained,^' and further, that " the printing presses shall be free 
to every person who undertakes to examine the proceedings of 
the J/t»giplature, or any part of govenimcnt" 

Ever since the abolition of colonial J*ule, the trial and pnnish- 
nieiit of evil-doers liad devolved npon town and county com- 
mittees of safet}', and npon such other temporary tribunals as 
had been warranted by public i>olicy, and tacitly sanctioned by 
the i»eople. As a consequence of this imperfect mode of judi- 
cial administration, the power tlius delegated was often used to 
gratify the promptings of malice, or, on account of ignorance, 
wiis not exercised with that discrimination which distinguishes 
accurately between the right and the wrong. " Courts of jus- 
tice shall be established in every county in the state," pro- 
claimed the constitution, and thenceforth Justice blinded her 
eyes to the temptations which were springing up on every side 
to beguile her, and adjusted her scales with honest precision. 

For the purpose of securing a just administration of the 
affairs of government, the principle of selecting for office, men 
(»f high nifH'al character and unblemished rcjmtation, was early 
established. In avowing this idea the announcement was made, 
'^ that frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a firm 
adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and 
frugality are absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of 
liberty, and keep government free. The people ought, there- 
fore, to pay particular attention to these points in the choice of 
ofKcei-s and representatives. Tlie people have a right to exact 
a due and constant regard to them, from their legislators and 
mngistrates, in the making and executing such laws as are 
necessary for the good government of the state." These no- 
tions found full development in the plain statement " that no 
pei-son slijill be capable of holding any civil office in this state, 
exce])t he has acquired and maintains a good moral character." 
To afford a more effectual protection in the exercise of the 
elective franchise, it was decreed by the constitution that " all 
elcctifniP, wlietlier by the ])eople or in General Assembly, shall 
be by ballot, free and voluntary ; and any elector who shall 
receive any gift or rcwarfl for his vote, in meat, drink, monies^ 
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or Otherwise, shnll forfeit his right to elect at that time, and 
suffer Bucli other penalty as future laws shall direct. And any 
pei*son who shall, directly or indirectly, give, i)ronii8e, or be- 
stow any such rowaitls to he elected, shall thei'chy he rendered 
incapable to serve for the ensuing year." By legislative enact- 
ments, other punishments were denounced against those who 
should attempt to impair the purity of the ballot-box. 

In the system of government promulged by the founders of 
the new state, industry, as the safeguard of a people, wais a 
foundation principle. The sentence passed upon the father of 
mankind, wherein it was declared, that in the sweat of his face 
ho should eat bread, was too plainly applicable to his descend- 
ants inhabiting a country as unproductive as was Vermont, to 
allow of the supposition, that any one could live there without 
employment of some nature. Having been obliged to gain 
their own subsistence by toilsome labor, the first legislators (»f 
Vermont felt and declared tlie necessity of a similar course, for 
all who desired to maintain a manly self-respect. These senti- 
ments foimd expression in the constitution, in the following lan- 
guage : — " As every freeman, to preserve his independence (if 
without a suflicient estate), ought to have some profession, call- 
ing, trade, or farm, whereby he may honestly subsist, there can 
be no necessity for, nor use in establishing oflices of pi-ofit, the 
usual effects of which are dependence and servility inibeconiing 
freemen, in the possessors or expectants, and fiiction, conten- 
tion, corruption, and disorder among the people. But if any 
man is called into public service, to the prejudice of his private 
affaira, he has a right to a reasonable compensation. And 
whenever an oflice, througli increase of fees or otherwise, be- 
comes so profitable as to oecsision many to apply for it, the 
profits ought to be lessened by the Legislature."* 

Such were some of the features of the constitution rnuler 
which the new state began its ])olitical existence. In the 
govemment as established, the supreme legislative power was 
vested in " a House of Kepresentatives of the freemen, or com- 
monwealth, or state of Vermont," aiul the supreme executive 
power in a Governor and a Council of twelve, the members (»f 
which body were denominated CJouncilloi's or Assistants. The 
fii*st session of the General Assembly — the name by which the 

• Acta and Laws of Vt 1779, pp. i. — xii., 1, 2. Slade'a Vt State Papers, pp. 
241-265, 287, 288, 524. 
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Ilonsc of l{oprcscntfttivc8 wft8 coininonlj designated —wa8 held 
ill Marcli, 1778. A Becond was held in June, and a third in 
Octohor iollowin*^. The law8 which were pa88ed at tlic80 868- 
pions were published towards the close of the year in pamphlet 
form, hut were never recorded in the oflScc of the secretary of 
state. Of their nature little is known. Tliey, doubtless, par- 
tf)ok more of the character of temporary regulations than of 
])ermaiiont laws. In the journal of the firat session, there are 
two entries under the date of March 2Cth, in these words: — 

^^ Passed an act for the punishing high treason and other 
atrocious crimes, as said act stands in tho Connecticut hnv- 
book." 

'' Passed an act against treacherous conspiracies, as said act 
stnnds in the Connecticut law-book." 

From these and other indications of a similar nature, it may 
be reasonably inferred, that Connecticut was the source whence 
New Connecticut, alias Vermont, derived many of her ideas of 
g<»vernment and law. The crude manner in which these ideas 
were necessarily, in many instances, expressed, was doubtless 
the reason why the early enactments were not recorded. " It 
is indeed a subject of regret," observes Mr. Slade, " that any 
cause should have been thought sufHcient to justify a neglect, 
by which the first essay at legislation by the government of 
Vermont, has been lost to succeeding generations." 

From the laws enacted at the fourth session of tho General 
Assembly, hehl in February, 1779, a very correct idea may bo 
formed of the determined character of the people of Vermont. 
No one can fail to recognise the fact, as developed in these 
statutes, that they loved liberty, hated oppression, and deemed 
it necessary to visit crime w»ith punishments of the severest 
nature. Jiy the first act passed at this session, it was decreed, 
as has been before stated, that the constitution should be " for- 
ever considered, held, and maintained, as part of the laws of 
this state." In the ])rcamble of the same act, it was maintiiined 
that " the free fruition of such liberties and privileges as 
huinanif}^ civility, and Christianit}'^ call for, as due to every 
man, in his place and proportion, without impeachment and 
infringement, hath been, and ever will be, the tranquillity and 
stability of churches and commonwealths ; and the denial or 
deprival thereof, the disturbance, if not the ruin of both.' 
Agreeable to these i)Osi lions, it was enacted by statute, that 
" no mairs life shall be taken away ; no man's honor or good 
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namo 6tained ; no man's person sliall bo arrested, restrained, 
banished, disniend>ered, nor any waj's punished ; no man shall 
be deprived of his wife or ehildren ; no man's goods or estates 
shall be taken away from him, nor any ways indamaged under 
colour of law, or countenance of authority, nnless it be by vir- 
tue of some express law of this state, warranting the same, 
established by the General Assembly ; or, in case of the defect 
of such law in any particidar case, by some plain nde war- 
ranted by the Word of God." 

That the "Word of God" and the " Connecticut law book" 
were the sources, whence were drawn those ideas which pre- 
vailed in the formation of the penal statutes of Vermont, may 
be readily seen from an examination of the statutes themselves. 
"The early criminal code of Connecticut," observes a lato 
writer,* " recognized twelve capital offences, to which two more 
were afterwards added, and all of which were founded on the 
strict precepts of the Levitical law." Tlie criniiiud co<Io of 
Vermont, adopted in February, 1779, recognized nine oftenccs 
punishable by death. These were treason; nnn*der; arson; rape; 
bestiality ; sodomy ; bearing false witness against a person for 
the purpose of causing his death ; mutilation, either by nnili- 
ciously cutting out or disabling the tongue, or by putting out 
one or both of the eyes, " so that the person is thereby nnide 
blind," or by emasculation ; and blaspheming " the name of 
GoD the Fatuer, Son, or Holy Guost, with direct, express 
presumption, and high-handed blasphemy," or cursing " in the 
like manner." f 

Other crimes were regarded with a sternness approaching 
almost to that which characterized the Draconian system. 
Manslaughter was punished by the forfeiture to the state of 
" all the goods and chattels" of the manslayer ; by whipping 
" on the naked body ;" by branding the hand " with the letter 
M on a hot iron ;" and by disabling the offender " from giving 
verdict or evidence" in any court in the state. Pei-sons con- 
victed of the crime of incest were compelled to sit " upon the 
gallows the space of one hour, with a rope about their neck, 
and the other end cast over the gallows ; and in the way from 
thence to the common gaol," were to be " severely whipt, not 

* See " Sketches of the Lives nnd Judicial Services of the Chief Juiticcs uf the 
Sijprcme Court of tlie United Stntes/' by Cicorge Van Santvoord, p. 223. 

f AcU and Uws of Vt, 1779. pp. 1, 2, 6, 78, 74, 94. Sladc't* Vt. State Papers, 
pp. 2G7, 287. 288, 291. 292, :J64, 355, 375. 
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oxcocflin*]: tliirty-ninc BtnpcR cncli." Otlicr ])niii8lnncnt8 for 
this c»flViU!c wore Btatctl in these M'ordR : — "Pcreons so offend- 
ing^, shiill, forever after, wear a capital letter I, of two inches 
]o]}ft and proportionahle liignesB, cut out in cloth of a contrary 
c<»lonr to their cloaths, and sewed ujwn their garments, on the 
outside of their arm, or on their back, in open view. And if 
any persfui or ]>er8ons, convicted and sentenced as aforesaid, for 
such offence, shall, at any time, he found without their letter 
w> worn, during their abode in this state, they shall, by warrant 
from any one assistant or justice of the peace, be forthwith a]v 
prehended, and ordered to be publicly whipt, not exceediiiix Hf- 
teen stripes, and from time to time, or as often as they shall so 
offend." Incestuous marriages were also declared void, and all 
chihlren boru of such connection were " forever disabled to 
inlierit by descent, or by being generally named in any deed 
or will, b}' father or mother." 

In the statute " against and for the punishment of adultery" 
the following language was held : — " Whosoever shall commit 
adultery with a married woman, or one betrothed to another 
man, both of them shall be severely punished by whipping on 
the naked bo<ly, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, and stigma- 
tized, or bunit on the forehead with the letter A, on a hot iron ; 
and each of them shall wear the capital letter A, on the back 
of their outside garment, of a different color, in fair view, dur- 
ing their abode in this state. And as often as such convicted 
])(»rson sliall be seen without such letter, and bo thereof con- 
victed before an assistant or justice of the peace in this state, 
[lie] shall be whipt on the naked body, not exceeding ten 
stripes." Tlie same punishments were denounced against those 
wlio Ehould be guilty of polygamy, and polygamous marriages 
were declared " null and void." At the session of the General 
Assembly in October, 1783, the statutes against adultery and 
])(»Iygamy were re-enacted in a more definite form, but with 
l^cnalties attached similar to those above recited. 

irouse-breaking and highway robbery were punished with 
groat severity. " Whosoever shall commit burglary," these 
wore the words of the stntute, " by breaking up any dwelling- 
house, or shop, wherein goods, wares, and merchandize arc 
ko|>t ; or shall rob any pei'son in the field or highway — such 
j>ei*son, so offending, shall, for the fii*st offence, be branded on 
the forehead with the capital letter B, on a hot iron, and shall 
have one of his oars nailed to a post and cut off; and shall also 
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bo wliipped )n the naked body fifteen stripes. And for tlio 
second offence, snch pei'son shall be branded as aforesaid, and 
slmll Iiave his other ear nailed and cnt off as aforesaid, antl 
shall be whipped on the naked body twenty-five stripes. And 
if sucli pei'son shall commit the like offence a third time, he 
shall be put to death as being incorrigible."* 

In the law ^^ against counterfeiting bills of public credit, 
coins, or currencies," the penalties denounced upon those guilty 
of this offence were expressed in these words : — " Every pei'son 
or persons, so offending, shall be punished by having his right 
ear cut off, and shall bo branded with the capital letter 0, on a 
hot iron, and be committed to a work-house, there to be con- 
fined and kept to work, under the care of a master, and not to 
depart therefi'om, without special leave from the Assend)ly of 
this state, until the day of his death, under the penalty of being 
severely whipped by order of any court, assistant, or justice, 
and thereupon to be returned to his former confinement and 
labor." In addition to these punishments the estate of the 
offender was declared foileited to the state. The law for pu- 
nishing those gnilty of hindering any oflicer, ^^ judicial or exe- 
cutive, civil or military," in the performance of his <luty, has 
been previously recited.f By the law enacted for the piu'pose 
of " preventing and punishing riots and riotera," oftendei's were 
to be fined a sum not exceeding £200, and imprisoned for not 
more than six months, or whipped " not exceeding forty stripes." 
Perjury was punished by a fine of £50, and imjirisonment for 
six months. The law further provided, in case the " offender 
or offcndere, so offending, have not goods and chattels to the 
value of £50, that then he or they shall bo set in the pillory by 
the space of two hours, in some county town where the ottence 
was committed, or next adjoining to the place where the oftcnce 
was committed; and to have both his ears nailed and cut olf ; 
and from thenceforth be discredited, and disabled forever to be 
sworn in any court whatsoever, until such time as the judg- 
ment shall be revereed.":(: 

Any pei-son guilty of forgery was compelled to stand in the 
pillory on " three several days of public meeting, not exceeding 

* Acta and T.aw8 of Vt, 1779, pp. 8-5, 84, 93. Sladc'a Vt Stoto Papcra, pp. 
290, 291, 360, 871, 875, 473-476. 

f Ante, 1*1^. 340, 811. 

X Acta and I^wa of Vt, 1779, pp. 18, 60, 61, 06. Slndo's Vt Stnto Tapers, pp. 
800, 833, 846-348, 377. 



1779.] PUNISHMENTS FOB THEFT. 577 

two lioiirs each day ;'* to pay double damages ; and was alsc 
rendered incapable of giving " any evidence or verdict in any 
court, or before any magistrate or justice of the peace." IJy 
tlie act "for the punishment of lying," it was declared " that 
every person of the age of discretion, wliich is accounted four- 
teen yeara, who shall wittingly and willingly make or publish 
an}' lie, which inaj' be pernicious to the public weal, or tend 
to the damage or injury of any particular pei^son, or to deceive 
and ahu^e thej^opU with false news or rejwrts^ and be thereof 
duly convicted before any court, assistant, or justice of the 
]>enco, shall be fined for the first offence 40^., or if unable to 
]>ay the same, then such person shall sit in the stocks not ex- 
ceeding two hours." For the second offence, the delinquent 
was to bo fined " double the aforesaid sum," or to be " wliij>- 
j)od on the naked body, not exceeding ten Btrij)cs." The third 
offenee was to be puuished by " double the fine for the second," 
or by " twenty stripes ;" and for each succeeding offence the 
fine was to be increased 10^., or five stripes. It was under- 
stood, however, that the number of stripes was in no case to 
exceed thirty-nine. 

Theft, provided the value of the property stolen was less than 
£0, was punished by compelling the offender to make restitu- 
tion to the owner in a threefold ratio, and by a discretionary 
fine, not to exceed £10. If the value of the property was £6 
or nu»re, the thief, in addition to the triple forfeiture, was 
" punifihod by whipping, n?)t exceeding thirty-nine stripes." 
For the i)urpofie of meeting the contingency of povertj', it was 
fmther ordained : — " If any such offender be unable to make 
restitution, aiul pay such three-fold damages, such offender shall 
nuike satisfaction by service; and the prosecutor shall be, and 
is hereby empowered to disjwse of such offender in service^ to 
anr/ suhject of this state^ for such time as he shall be assigned to 
such ])rosccutor b}' the court, assistant, or justice, before whom 
the prosecution simll be." Cui*sing and profane swearing were 
j)U!iished by a fine of G^., or by sitting in the stocks " not exceed- 
inix three hours, and not less than one hour," and paying the cost 
of prosecution. lie who allowed gaming in any inrm on his 
premises, was punished by fine, as was also he who engaged in 
tills unlawful sport, or in hoi*se-racing.* 

• Act^ ntid Laws of Vt, 1779, pp. 35, 3«, \\, 80, 88, 89, 92. Sloac's Vt SiRte 
ri\I»pr»«. pp. vi\, nr.i. nr.l, :m2, ar,«», rt70. 37:^ 
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For tho purpose of preventing " nnseasonnble night-walking, 
and for the pnnisliing of disordera committed in the night Bca- 
Bon," a statute was enacted, by the terms of which it M-as 
declared, " that if any pei'sons that are under the government 
of parents, guardians, or mastera ; or any boardere or sojourn- 
ei;8, shall convene, or meet together, or be entertained in any 
liouse, without tho consent or approbation of their parents, 
guardians, or mastei-s, after nine o'clock at night, any longer 
than to discharge the business they are sent about; or shall 
meet together, and associate themselves in company or com- 
j)anies, in streets or elsewhere after the time aforesaid, and shall 
commit any disorder, or make any rout at any time in tho 
night season — each person so offending shall forfeit 20«. for 
every such offence." It was also provided by this act, that 
if any pei*8on suspected of being engaged in causing disturb- 
ance at night, should not bo able to give ''a satisfactory 
account" of himself at the time the disturbance occurred, and 
pi*ove that ho ^^ had no hand" in it, ho should bo liable for uU 
damage ansing therefrom. 

Power was given to the county courts to license suitable per- 
sons to keep houses of public entertaiiunent. At the same time, 
means were taken to prevent the abuses which might arise from 
the indiscriminate sale of intoxicating liquors. Whenever it 
should appear to the officei's of a town that any pci*son residing 
within the town was "a tavern-haunter," or that he spent "his 
time idly " at houses of entertainment, they were authorized 
"to cause the name of such tavern-haunter to be posted at the 
door of every tavern in the same town, by setting up a certifi- 
cate, under their hands, forbidding every tavern-keeper in such 
town," under penalty of a fine of £3, and forfeiture of his license- 
bond, to entertain, or suffer any tavern-haunter so posted, " to 
have or drink any strong licpinrs of any kind whatsoever, in or 
aibout his house," until the prohibition should he renu)ved. In 
case the person warned in the manner aforesaid, shonhl refuse 
to lay aside his " evil practises," authority was given to the town 
officei's to require surety for his good behavi(»r. Shonhl tho 
offender fail to iind surety, he was required " to pay a line of 
20s. or sit in the stocks for the space of two houi*s, on some ])ub- 
lic time or season." 

None except licensed keepers of houses of public entertain- 
ment were allowed to vend licpiors "by a less (pianlity than a 
quart." Any person "duly convicted of keeping a tippling- 
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lionsc, or of selling strong beer, ale, cider, perry, nietheglin, 
wine, rum, <»r mixed drink, or any strong drink wliatsoever, by 
retail in small quantities, as aforesaid, without license first had 
as aforesaid," was rendered liable to a fine of £3 lor the fii'st 
ollcnce, of £G for the second oflcncc, and in default of payment 
in either case, " to be publicly whipped on the naked body not 
less than ten, nor exceeding fifteen stripes."* 

Hy the statute for " the punishment of drunkenness," it was 
enacted that if any persiui should " be found drunken," so as to 
" be thereby bereaved and disabled in the use of reason and 
understanding, appearing either in speech, gesture, or behavior, 
and be thereof convicted, he or she" should forfeit to the trea- 
surer of the toAvn where the oflTenco was committed, " for the 
use of the poor therein," Se' for each offence, or " sit in the 
stocks not to exceed three hours, nor less than one hour."f 

In no instance, perhaps, was the influence of " the Connecti- 
cut law book " more a])parent, than in the act " for the due 
observation and keeping the firet day of tlio week, as the Sab- 
bath or Jx>rd's day ; and for punishing disorder and profane- 
ness on the same." By its regulations no person was allowed 
to perform any labor, " works of necessity and mercy, only, 
oxeeptiMl/' f»r engage in " any game, sport, play, or recreation" 
on Sunday, or on any day of public fasting or thanksgiving, 
under a penally not exceeding £10. Whoever should bo guilty 
of " any rude, jirofane, or unlawful behaviour on the Ivord's 
day, either in words or actions, by clamorous discoui'se, or by 
slionting, lialooing, screaming, running, riding, dancing, jump- 
ing, blowing of horns, or any such like rude or unlawful words 
or actions, in any house or place, so near to, or in, any public 
meeting-liouse for divine worship, that those who meet there 
may be disturbed by such rude and profane behaviour," was to 
be fined 4()/f. for ever}- such offence, and " wliip])ed on the 
nnked back, not exceeding ten strijjes, nor less tlian five." Ko 
person was allowed to " drive a team, or droves of any kind, or 
travel on said clay," except on business relating to " the j)re6ent 

* r>v nil not of the Gcncrnl Awnnbly pnp8c<l on the 2lRt of October, 1T82, thi« 
not wn« n?ncii«lo(l, nud none hut h'cciiPed tiivern-keepei-s, find persons espeeinUy 
licon«o<l hy thr jiwtioes and selectmen, in ench town, were permitted ** to sell nny 
distilled li«pH»r or wine, in nny less qiinntity thnn fftrtn tjalUmft^ delivered nnd 
cnrrird ii\Nny »it one time, on penalty of forfeiting the sum of £10." Sec aii^r, pp. 
ISO. VMV 

\ .\tN :ind Inws of VI., 1770, pp. 1 1, 77, Sn-'.»'2. Sinde's Vt St4ito Papers, pp. 
r.:'.l. :•.:••». :;7n-:;7:{. 
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war," or unless **by some ndvereity" lie had been belated, 
" and forced to lodge in the woods, wilderness, or highwaj's the 
niglit before." In the latter case ho was allowed to proceed on 
Sunday no further than to " the next inn or place of shelter." 

No pereon was allowed to be accompanied by an attendant 
on Sunday, while going to or returning from " the public wor- 
ship of God," unless necessity or mercy required it. Listening 
" outside of the meeting-house during the time of public woiv- 
ship ;" unnecessarily withdrawing one's self from " the public 
worship to go without doors ;" and desecration of the time " by 
playing or pi'ofanely talking" were also strictly forbidden. 
The old New England custom, according to which Sunday was 
regarded as beginning at sunset on Saturday, not only obtained 
in Vermont but was in a measure defended by law. "If any 
number of persons," these were the words of the statute, "shall 
convene and meet together in company or companies, in the 
street or elsewhere, on the evening next before or after the 
Lord's day, and be thereof convicted, [they] shall pay a fine 
not exceeding £3, or sit in the stocks not exceeding two hours." 
To this section a proviso was attached declaring that it \vi\s not 
to be " taken or construed to hinder the meetings of such per- 
sons upon any religious occasions." The otHcei-s of each town 
were required to " restrain all persons from unnecessary walk- 
ing in the streets or fields, swimming in the water, keeping 
open their shops, or following their secular occasions or recrea- 
tions in tl»e evening preceding the Lord's day, or on said day, 
or evening following." A. wholesome dread of disobeying any 
of the regulations enjoined by this act was inculcated by the 
denunciation of penalties of various kinds against Sabbath - 
breakers.* 

For facilitating the infliction of punishment, every town w.is 
ordered to " make and maintain at its own charge, a good pair 
of stocks, with a lock and key, bufiicicnt to hold and secure 
such offendei*s as shall be sentenced to sit therein ; which stocks 
shall be set in the most public place in each respective town." 
Li accordance with the principles of philanthropy and Christian 
charity, measures were taken for " maintaining and supporting 
the ])oor," and many laws having for their object the welfare 
and improvement of society were enacted. 

•• Acts and Laws of Vt , 1770, pp. 26, 27. Slade'a Vt Stuto Pupei-s, pp. 318- 
815. 
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All male persons between the ngcs of sixteen and fifty were 
required to "bear arms, and duly attend all mii8tei*8 and mili- 
tary exercises " of tbc companies to wbich tliey belonged, with 
the excejition of " ministers of the gospel ; councillors ; justices 
of the j)eace; tlie secretary [of state]; judges of probate and 
of superior and inferior courts; the president, tutors, and stu- 
dents at collegiate schools ; masters of arts ; allowed physicians 
and surgeons ; representatives or deputies for the time being ; 
school-masters ; attornies-at-law ; one miller to each grist-mill ; 
sheriffs and constables for the time being ; constant jurymen ; 
tannera, wlio make.it their constant business; and lamed per- 
sons or others disabled in body." Each soldier and house- 
holder was required to be always provided with, and to have 
in constant readiness, " a well fixed firelock, the barrel not less 
than three feet and a half long, or other good fire-arms, to the 
satisfaction of the commissioned officers of the company to 
which he doth belong, or in the limits of which he dwells ; a 
good sword, cutlass, tomahawk, or bayonet ; a worm and prim- 
ing-wire fit for each gun ; a cartouch-box or powder-horn, and 
bullet-pouch ; one pound of good powder ; four pounds of bul- 
lets fit for his gun ; and six good flints." Full details of the 
rules b}' which the militia of the state were to be guided were 
also set torth, and provision was made for the varied difliculties 
which might arise in the construction of a military organization. 

For the purpose of insuring a proper presentation of the 
principles of law and justice, and in order to prevent ignorant 
and unscrupulous men from practising in the courts, every 
person aj)proved of as an attorney-at-law was required, before 
being admitted to the bar, to take the following oath : — " You 
swear by the ever-living God, that you will do no falsehood, 
nor consent to any to bo done in the court; and if you know of 
any to he done, you shall give knowledge thereof to the judges 
or justices of the court, or some of them, that it may be re- 
formed. You shall not, wittingly, and willingly, or knowingly 
promote, sue, or procure to be sued, any false or unlawful suit, 
nor give aid or consent to the same. You shall demean your- 
self in the oflicc of an attorney within the court, according to 
the best of your learning and discretion, and with all good 
fidelity, as well to the court as to the client. So help you God."* 

♦ Act8 nnd Lawn of Vts, 1110, pp. 18-24, 43, 78, »7. 98. Slndes Vt Stnic Pa- 
por^ pp :'.(».-.-:nj, 33n, 331, 350, 300, 378, 37P. 
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The statntcB enacted in Febriuiiy, 1770, soino of the iiiobt 
remarkable of whicli have been cited, served as the haais of 
tlio system of hiw which for many yeai's obtained in Vermont. 
At tlie session of the General Assembly, held in Jnne, 1782, 
the common and statute laws of England, so far as they were 
applicable to a republican form of government, and were " not 
repugnant to the constitution, or to any act of the Legislature" 
of Vermont, were adoi)ted as the laws of the state. Ci>ri)oral 
pmiishment, though at iii*st mucli employed as a means of refor- 
nuition, gradually fell into disuse, as moral suasion usurped the 
place of brute force, and finally cciised to be recognized as ii 
lawful peimlty.^ Instances of the infliction of this and of other 
degrading punishments are often met with in the records of 
Vermont trials. 

At the session of the Superior court, held at Windsor, in 
February, 1784, Abraham Taylor, who pleaded guilty to the 
commission of a crime too indecent to name, received this sen- 
tence : — " That ho be taken by the sheritt* to the whii»ping-]M»6t, 
and be whipped on the naked body thirty-nine stripes; bit in 
the pillory half an hour on two different days, viz. half an hour 
on each day ; be imprisoned one month ; \n\y a tine of £'20 
and coit of prosecution ; and stand connnitted till judgment bo 
complied with." ^Eartha Mansfield having been adjudged 
guilty of a certain offence, at the session of the Suj>erior court, 
held at l^[arllH)rt)Ugh on the fifth Tuesday of August, 178(), was 
sentenced to be taken to the public whipping-j>ost in that town ; 
whipped twenty stripes on the naked body ; pay the ct>sts of 
l)rosecution ; and he im))risoned until judgment was complied 
with. At the same time lifary Ihizeltine and Timothy llol- 
brook were sentenced to receive twenty-five stripes each, and 
Thonuis Walker thirty stripes. On the first Tuesday of ]\rarcli, 
1781), a session of the Snj)erior court was hehl at Newfane. 
On this occasion the guilt of Kzra Whitney in souie transaction 
having been pro veil, ho was sentenced " to stand in the ])illory 
one hour, between the h(au*s of twelve and two, at Newfane in 
the county of Windham, on the 9th day of instant March, in a 
public place near the Court-house; ])ay a fine of i'iJt* to tho 
treasury of the state; and pay costs of })rosecution, taxed at 

♦ The efforts of tlic first Council of rcnsors, nt llicir meetings liel«l during llio 
3'Crtrd 178.') iiuil 178ii, wore vory bciicticial in rcntKring the fhururlor of llio 
puiiishinent for minor otlViicod lc<;: brutu), nnd in intro. hieing a nioic huniano 
P|»irit into the criminal co>1c of the btatc. 
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£10 13.f. S(7.-'^ Tlio trial of Eciibcn Row, ah'aft li[nnroc, l)y tlic 
Supreme e(»urt, at tlieir pe8>?ioii hcl<l at Newiane on the 4tli of 
Septeniber, 1789, on tlic eliarge "of passing to John Ilolbrciok 
Jr. one piece of false money, made of certain mixed and base 
metals, cninterfeitcd to the likeness and similitude of a i»iecc 
of pHxl, hnvfnl, and current coin of this state, called a dolhir," 
resnltetl in his conviction. Hie sentence of the court was car- 
rie<l into exerutifui bj' Samuel Fletcher, the sheriff*, who admi- 
nistered to tlie culprit " twent}' stripes on his naked back, well 
laifl on, at the common whipping-post in said Newfane, between 
the hoiii-s of two and four in the afternoon" of the day on 
M-liicb the judgment was rendered. It further appeai-s, by the 
records of the court, that on the moniing of the same day, 
" ]{ow ah'ffs Munroe" was jninishod by being compelled to 
stand "in the common pillory" of Whidhain county "for the 
space of one hour."* 

In a country or state where no very definite ideas eitlier of 
law or of tlie principles of right arc held by the people, customs 
sometimes prevail, which, though strange and unnatural, are 
often observed witli the most scrupulous care. Of those which 
obtained among the earl}* settles of Vermont, springing from a 
j>ervei*sion of h»gal maxims, two examples have been prcRcrved. 
On tlie inth of June, 1785, the General Assembly of Vermont 
jmssed an act discharging from imprisonment, on certain condi- 
tions, Thomas Chandler of Chester, one of the early settlei-s on 
the New JIam]>shire Orants. On the 20th of the same month, 
before he was enabled to comply with the terms of the act, 
Chandler died in the jail at AVestminstcr, where, during seve- 
ral nuMiths, he had been confined for debt. According to the 
ideas c»f that peri»)d, if the friends of a pei*son dying in juMson 
carried his remains beyond the boundaries of the jail-yard they 
were regarded as accomplices in an " esca])e," and were su))- 
jjosed to be liable to satisfy the judgment by virtue of which 
lie was confined. Another foolish notion led peoj)le to ima 
gino, that any one who should bury the body of an im])risoned 
debtor would thereby become executor in his own wrong, and, 
as an intenneddler with the estate of the debtor, liable to dis 
chaiirc tlie debtor's oblijrations. How to ^ive Christian burial 
to the remains of Judge Chandler, and yet avoid the rcsponsi 
bility of answering for his defaidts, was a serious question. 

• MS. Court llocords. Slnile's Vt. Slnte Tapci-s, p. 450. 
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For several days the coi^pse remained in the cell of the jail, 
sliunned by those whose common sense, one would suppose, 
should have taught them the folly of a custom which forbade 
them to perform an act of humanity as imperative and solenm 
as is that of inhumation. At length, when the body had be- 
come so offensive as to endanger the health of the prisonei's 
confined in the jail, Nathan Fisk, the jailer, suggested an expe- 
dient which was quickly put in practice. On measuring the 
jail liberties, he found, that by stretching the chain, he could 
include within them a small portion of the adjoining burying- 
ground. A grave was then commenced just outside the grave- 
yard fence, and just within the jail-yard limits. As the exca- 
vation advanced, it was directed obliquely under the fence, 
until a sufficient depth and obliquity had been obtained. These 
preparations having been completed, the jailer in company 
with a few individuals entered, in the silence of midnight, the 
cell where the putrescent mass was lying, placed it in a rough, 
box-like coffin, drew it on the ground to the spot selected for in- 
terment, and consigned to its last resting-place all that remained 
of the once noted Chandler. Thus was he buried within the jail 
limits, and yet, by a very pardonable evasion of law, beneath 
the consecrated soil of " the old AVestniinster churchyard."* 

By another strange perversion of legal principles, at this 

* This Btory is related, in a different form, by tlie Hon. Daniel P. Tliompson, 
in tliat most eutortuining American historical novel, entitled "Tlic Rangers; or, 
The Tory's Daugliter," i. 99. 

Hie author of tliis work hns often heard the circumstances connected with the 
burial of Judge Cimndlcr detailed by the old people who reside in the vicinity 
of the place whore the event occurred. An account (»f the incident was pub- 
lished on the 9th of February, 1865, in tiio Vermont Uepublicun, n nowt*pn|K.'r 
printed at Brnttlcborough. The article in which it appenred, entitled " More 
about Westminster," was first printed in another Vermont newspaper, the Ver- 
gcnncs Independent. The writer of the article illustrated the superstitious views 
of the early settlers of Vermont by a more singular but less eredibio story, which is 
here given in his own words: — " There once obtaiiud a custom, whether wnrranteil 
by law this deponent saith not of holding even the dead body of a debtor liable 
to arrest It is said that a case occurred in the town of Dummcrston, within the 
memory of some now living, where a dead body was arrested on it^ way to the 
grave, and detained till some of the friends 'backed the writ,' and thus became 
surety for the debtor's appearance at court. As the return day of tho writ was 
some lime off, the tlefcndant was in no condition to appear, and consequently 
'lurched his bail.' I nuist confess this sounds rather apocryphal. The ca»c of 
poor Sheridan, who was arrested while in tlic agonies of death, is funiiliar to 
every literary man, but tho arrest of a corpso seems too nionstrous to bo be- 
lieved. Such an event, if it hns occurred, would well deserve to be called un 
arrest on tnean (mesne) process." 
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early period, certain people were led to believe, that whoever 
fihoiiM iiiarr}' a widow, who wa8 adiniiiistmfrix upon the estate 
of her deceafted himbaiid, and Bhonld through her come in ]>06- 
Bession of anything that had been purchased by the deceased 
husband, would become administrator in his own wrong, and 
render himself liable to answer for the goods and estate of his 
predecessor, llie method adopted to avoid this difliculty, in 
the marriage of Asa Averill of Westminster to his second 
wife, the widow of Major Peter Lovcjoy, was very singidar. 
13y the side of the chinuiey in the widow's house was a recess 
of considerable size. Across this a blanket was stretched in 
such a manner as to form a small inclosui*e. Into this Mrs. 
I^ovejoy jmssed with her attendants, who completely disrobed 
her, and threw her clothes into the room. She then thrust her 
hand through a small aperture purposely made in tlie blanket. 
The proffered member was clasped by Mr. Averill, and m this 
l>08ition he was married to the nude widow on the other side 
of the woollen curtain. He then produced a complete assort- 
ment of wedding attire which was slipped into the recess. Tlie 
new Mi-s. Averill soon after appeared in full dress, ready to 
receive the congratulations of tlie company, and join in their 
hearty rufitic festivities. Tlie marriage proved a happy one, 
their children by their former partnere living in great har- 
mony, not only with each other but with those also who were 
afterwards bom to the new pair.* 

Of the aboriginal inliabitants of that part of Vennont which 
bordcra the banks of the Connecticut^ very little is known. The 
Iroquois Indians, whose hunting-ground comprehended the 
whole of the western portion of the state, seldom extended 
their wanderings across the mountains, and have left but few 
vestiges of their presence, even in the places which were most 
frequented by them. Tlie country in the iieighborhood of Lu- 
nenburgh and Newbury, and on the side of the river opposite 
to the latter place, was called by the Indians, " Coos," which 
word, in the Abenaqui language, is said to signify "The 
Pines." At these localities, and at other points on the U]>per 
Connecticut, formerly resided a branch of the Abenaqui tribe. 
On the 8th of May, 1725, occurred a memorable figlit at the 
lower village of Pigwacket, New Hampshire, which resulted 

• MS. Letter of Uic lion. William C. Bradley, dated March ICtli, 1867 
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in tlio defeat, by Capt. John Lovewell and thirty-four men, of 
a hirgc Indian force, commanded by the chiefs Paugus and 
"VVahwa. After this event the " Coossucks," as the Indians 
were called who inhabited the Coos countiy, deserted their 
abodes, and removing to Canada became identified there with 
the tribe at St. Francis. Subsequent to the reduction of Ca- 
nada by the English, in 1760, several Indian families returned 
to Coos, and remained there until they became extinct.* 

The extent of the Indian settlements at Newbuiy has never 
been fully ascertained. The character of the country was such 
as would naturally suit the taste of those who depended upon 
hunting and fishing for support, for the woods were filled with 
beat's, moose, deer, and game,* while the Connecticut abounded 
in salmon, and the brooks were alive with trout. Of the evi- 
dences of savage life which have been found in this vicinity, 
the following account by a citizenf of Newbury may be relied 
on as correct. ^^ On the high ground, east of the mouth of 
Cow Meadow brook, and south of the three large projecting 
rocks, were found many indications of an old and exteubive 
Indian settlement. There were many domestic iniplementd. 
Among the rest were a stone mortar and pestle. The i^estle I 
have seen. Heads of arrows, large quantities of ashes, and the 
ground burnt over to a great extent, are some of the marks of 
a long residence there. The burnt ground and ashes were still 
visible the last time the place was ploughed. On tlie meadow, 
forty or fifty rods below, near the rocks in the river, was evi- 
dently a burying-ground. The remains of many of the sons of 
the forest are there deposited. Bones have frequently been 
turned \\\) by the plough. That (hoy were buried in (he si(ring 
posture, peculiar to the Indians, has been ascertained. When 
the first settlei*s came here, the remains of a fort were still visi- 
ble on the Ox Cow, a dozen or twenty rods from the cast end 
of Moses Johnson's lower garden, on the south side of the lane. 
The size of the fort was plain to be seen. Trees about as large 
as a man's thigh, were growing in the circumference of the old 

* An account of a few of the Indians who inhabited the Coos country, during 
the latter part of the last and tlio earlier portion of tlic present century, is given 
in the " lIi:itorical Sketches of the Coos country * by the Uev. Grunt Powers, pi>. 
178-189. Consult also Thompson's Vermont, Turt II.. pp. 205, 20C. 

f David Johnson, Esq., a son of the worthy C!ol. Thomas Jolinson, wlioso name 
has ah'cndy appeared in these pages. The extract given in the text is taken 
from Powers's Coos Country, pp. 3i), 40. 



1725 — ^18(K),J iMmAH scuuTUKEB. 687 

fort, A profus'.oii of white fliiit-stoiios ami heads of arrows 
iiiny yet he seen seattered over tho gTOiind."* 

The iHCtiirc writing of tho IiidiniiR, whicli iB to be seen in 
two hiciihtics ill I'JnRli'm Vermont, nfTonls BUtisfactorj ovitlcnco 
of the fiict, that certain trihes were ncciistoitied to frc'iiicnt tho 
Conned iciit nnd tlic etrcnins connected with it, even though 
they wen^ not aeliinl rcsidciitB of the ])lcnsniit hnnks Avithin 
which tliiiRc wiitoni arc confined. At tlic fwA of IIcUowb Fallx, 
and on the west eido of the channel of tho Connecticut, arc 
i;itnnto<l two rockp, on which aro iiiBcrihcd figures, tho meaning 
of wliieh it Ib diflicnlt 
todotcrniinc. 'Jlic lar- 
ger rock ]ircsentB a 
groiiji of varinnely or- 
iiiinientcd Iiciids. llio 
nnrfacc which tliesc 
hcadK <x;ciiiiy is ahont 
Kix feet in height and 
liftceiifectinliicadth. 
j'l-oinineiit among tlio 
rcfit Ib the Jignre occu- 
pying iieiirly n central position in flio group. From its lioad, 
whicli is Bnpported l)y a neck and shonhlci-B, six rnys or fcnthere 
(■\lend, whicli may he regardeil ns cinldenis of exccllcnco or 
power. Four of thu other hcndB arc adorucd each with a pair 
of Kimilar pmjcctionB. 

On a popaiatc rock, _^ .^^~. 

Fitnalcd n cliort dia- 
tiiiK-o fmin the main 
gi-onp, a Biiiglc head 
in Bfiilptnrefl, which ia 
finished with rays or 
fcalhen!, mid wfis pn>- 
hal>ly intended to de- 

BlgnatC an Indian IndUn Scalplnre. 

rliief. Tlic Icngtli of 

the head, exclusive of the rnyB, ia fourteen incliCB, and iIb 
hreadtli ncrttss the forthead in its widest part is ten inclicB. 
'Iliosc Fctilptnringfi Bcciri t" have liron intended to eommrmo- 
rule borne event in which a cliief and a nninhcr of his 
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tribe pci fonncd soiiio iiotud cxiitoit, or met uitli muiio eud 
disaster. Tito former supposition is undoubtedly tbo more cor- 
rect. It is well known tbnt tlio Indimis wei'o usiinlly curctid to 
conceal tlio traces of tlieir inist'ortiincs, uud ciigcr to publiiili 
tlic evidence of tbcii- siicccescs. 

llie meks iirc situated about eiglit rods south of tlio brid<^ 
f<kr eoinnion travel, across tUo Falls. Tliat on which the {riv>up 
is pictured is, during much of the time, under water. I'lio 
otlicr, which is further from the river, is not so much ailcctetl 
by the wash of tho sti-cam. Whenevor a freshet occiu-s, iHith 

are covered. An 

idea of tlio locali- 
ty of these eculp- 
tiirin^ nmy be 
obtutuctlfroni the 
aeeompuuying 
cnfjruving. 'J'ho 
view ])i'es(tnted is 
fnuii a point 1h.>- 
twcunlhelwoiiiit- 
e<l i-oukii, wliitrh 
aru rw;|ieclivuly 
desigiiiilod by ihu 
letters A iui.l n. 
A fraiu on the 
Sul1ivuiilfiiilr<.:id 
is seen piit-»iii^ U]) 
on llic oilier sidu 
of llic rivL-r. In 
the MK.imtaiiis i.fNew Tliinip^ihlru,* 
of llie AV^iiiilastitjiict or Wcsi. river, in the 




I«cdll; or tlio BoulptOTM. 



the back-groiind li^ 
On tho south bai 



• III liii "TrAVGla itiniiigli tho Norlliavii I'liHs »r ilio llnilr.l Htul'.a, i 
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■liow tlic i>oiiipuiu stylo ill wliivli lie traiitvJ the ■iibjvvL AUi-r >l.'w.'ril.iii, 
Inws KiiIIji, llicu iiftcii cullcil tlio Orcut Kulla, ho ]>riH:<:cJuil to Ills nifcniiiuiit. in 
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town of Bnittlcl)oro;.gli, is sitnated the "Lidian Kock." Its 
locution 18 about one lumdrcd rods west of tlie point of junction 
of tlic Wnntastiquet and Connecticut rivers. It lies low, and 

ItiTcr. Hicy conmst in onUines of a Tariety of heads some of which are human, 
and M>fne 1>eloiigitig to animals. Unlike the ecalpiores of Uie Writing Rock, tbcy 
nrc pnrts of no connected work, but are teattered oyer the face of the roek, in the 
miist even and eligilde places. 

" It is to those scniptures, then, thai I appeal, as to eonclusiTe eridence of tlie 
Indinn origin of the Writing Rock. They are too mde, too insignificant, and too 
evidently without depth of meaning to be attributed to Phoenicians or Cnrlha- 
gininiis. No person will carry European vanity so far as to contend that tliere is 
anything here aboTC the level of the Indian genius. But, if Indians were the 
authors of these sculptures, tlien Indians were the authors of the Writing Rock 
also. The style of the drawing is the same; the style of sculpture is the same; 
and it is for Uiis reason that I add nothing now, to what I have already ad- 
vnnccHl, in regani to these particulars. All that requires any special notice is 
thi», thnt the rock at the CSreat Falls, which is of an exceedingly coarse granite, 
inu9t hnvo been wrought with still more difiieulty than the rock on Taunton 

Kiver Tliese sculptures, so obviously tlie work of idle hours, and for tlie 

Accomplishment of which the rudest artist^ once provided with a tool, must be 
Allowed to be competent, supply us with the faet, that the Indians were able to 
sculpture rocks, and that when they did soulpture them, the sculpture resembled 
the sculpture of the Writing Rock. 

" In more than one of the heads sculptured at the Great Falls, we see an exact 
similitude to the heads sculptured on the Writing Rock, nnd particularly in the 
circumstances, that a single dot or hollow is made to serve both for nose and 
mouth ; that no ears are given to the human heads ; and that the crowns of the 

bonds nrc bare Tims, we ascertain that in the sculptures observed upon 

the Writing Uock, there is tlie strictest similitude, in workmanship and drawing, 

to those ol>scrved upon the rocks st the Great Falls Thus, all questions 

arc answered, exoept those that regard the nature of the tool by the edge of which 
the rocks have been wrought upon, and the oceasions upon which the figures 
have been wrought 

" With respect to the nature of the tool, every difficulty would be dismissed by 
BupiMMing tlint the sculptures were not wrought till after the introduetion of iron 
by Iho Kuropoans: but, there appears to be good reason for thinking them more 
nucioiit, and we shall, therefore, in all probability, be compelled to believe, that 
the tool WAS of no better material than stone. 

** One only question remains, upon which I shall venture to hazard any remark. 
And tins respects the occasions upon whieh rocks have been sculptured by the 
Indians. 

" In the first place, it is matter of notoriety that the Indians have always pur- 
suod tlic practice of representing, by delineation, carving, and, as we are now 
entitled to add, by sculpture, those objects and those events concerning which 
tlioy oitlior wished to make some instant communication, or to preserve some 

durnblc nionuuient In the second place, there can be little reason to 

doubt, tlint they sometimes exercised their skill, in all the arts now mentioned, 
for tlic mere |iurf>osc8 of pastime ; and, in this view, it appears unnecessary to 
admit tlio d<»ctiino, advancod by some persons in the neighborhood of the Great 
Fnl!««, in roi^ntd \o iho sculptures there displnycd, namely, that, the heads wrought 
upn;i Mic ro«>kn arc the bonds of men, women, children, nnd animals that have 
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diiriiifj a part of tlio year is covei-cd witli water, or with eaiKl 
and dirt, tlto (Icjioeit of tlie river. On first cxaiiiiiiiiig tliin 
rock, tliu fig- 
ures oil tllOllJi- 
pcr i)art of it 
wcro aloiio visi- 
ble. Ji'iat be- 
low tbeiii, tliu 
i-ock W118 cover- 
ed with cartli 
to lliodciitlior 
Bixiiiclics. Tliu 
carlli wild i-c- 
liioved, inilil li 
Biirfueo nic-itiiiir- 
ing toil feet in 
widtli, and cifrlit feet in boigtit, was cxixiBed. At tlio point 
where the workinoii cooscd digging, the rock wiiu covered with 
three foot of earth. Tlio whole eiirface of the rock, wus, iijinn 
closer Bcrntiny, found to bo covered with inticriptions. Among 
theeo the date 1755 was to bo di&liiigiiiehcd. 'i1iu two figures 
in the upper corner of tlio cngrnving, and on a line witli one 
another, are oacli about eight inches in height, anil six niches 
across, mciisurJng from the cxtrciiiitics of the lutLTiil iip|>ciul- 
agea. Of tlio ten tigiires hero |)rcsciited, six are siippuscil to 
ilcsignale birds, two hour a rcscnibbmco to Biiakes, one in iiot 
unlike a dog or a wolf, and oiio conveys no idcn cither of bird, 
beast, or reptile. The chiselling of these sculptnrea is deeper 
and more easily traced than that of the Eciilptiues at Hcllxwis 

Leon' drowned in tlio calAract — tlia Imliiina being lucd to commemorate by irnlp 
tiiret pnrticiilur cnta!tro|iliCH of tliis kind. Wo may object to tliin, fii'st, Unit llieru 
it no rcnsoii to beliovo in the occurrmiGe of bo iiiuny fatal aeeiileiita ut Uiia ii|i<it, 
u tlia number of hernia must in such caae allot ; aeeondly. tliiit tlic iK:til|itiirei mi 
tlieac rocki are dis|ioseJ vith no lotemnity or ortler. but are scntlercd in tlie must 
eurotcn manner ; ami, thirdly, that it is bighly |in4iaLle Dint tbey wcro the work 
of idle boiir» B|>Giit among tlicsa rouki, at a )>bico so favourable fur flsliiiig u Ihu 
fuot of a calaraet, ami tlicrcfore m> miicli a pluca of reuirl. 

" In Uii« view, the ■viil|>tiire<l rock* nt the Crent Falls will bo a nmiiumcnt only 
of this, tlie aneieiit cii^tenca of a nclglilioiirine |)0[>ulation, and llic nneicnt fi-li 
cries jiimucd here; while the Writing ]li>ck, uloo found in a til nation fuvunrnblb 
fur flahlNg. will La rcgnrdud, fioni Ihc variety which it contains, and Ihu tni[<u- 
rent eombinaliuuB nnd rcliiliuiia nf |>arli ubicb it bctraya, u an cluburatc monn- 
ment of siinic tmiiBactiun of wbieh no other trace rcmaina to vlnciilntc 1lii» imper 
fi-pt iponnjjrnpliy."- iii. 'JOB, •■tta, a07, SCO-Sin. 
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Falls. Tronr.i^rapliic skill may detect the meaning of tliefio 
confi^nnitions. The impression, mIucIi one unused to the 
study of hierciglyphics receives from an examination of them, 
18 that they arc tlie work of the Indians, and that they were 
carved by them merely for amusement, while watching at this 
spot for game, or while resting after the toils of the chase.* 
Such arc the most important memorials of the Indians which 

* *' On ViQ%i UixcT, ft little bIhitc itA moiiili, arc n few Indinn scnlptureii, ilio 
InH tlmt I tilinU Imve to introduce to the render's notice. ' A number of figures 
or iniicn|)tions are yet to be seen upon tlic rocks at tlio nioutli of tliis river, seein- 
inf^ 1o nlludo to tlio affnirs of war among the Indians; but their rudeness and 
nwkwardncM denote that the fonners of them were at a gfcnt remove from tho 
knowledge of any alpliabei' lly this account, written by n native topogrnplicr, 
find derived from a History of Vermont, my curiosity was long raised ; but, U|Hm 
visiting the rock intcnde<1 to be referred to, I found only tho most insignificant 
of nil the Indian sculptures that I hnd met with. Tlic historian, ]>r. Williams, 
with whom I hnd afterwards the pleasure of conversing, and whose book disco- 
vers n F])irit of inquiry, and contains many original views, informed me, tlmt as 
to the sculptures on West Kivcr, he had rashly relied on the observations of other 
eye^ than hifl own. 

'* These sculptures comprise only five figures of a diminutive size, and scratcheil, 
rather than sculptured, on the surface of a small moss of schistic rock, situate on 
the Bide of a cove in a meadow, above the mouth of the river. Of tlio five figures^ 
four represent hirdp, and one is either that of a dog or of a wolf. I was informed 
th.it on n lower part of Uie rock oiljaccnt, there wns a sculptured snake, so exqui- 
sitely wr«Miglit ns to have terrified, by its resemblance to nature, an honest coun- 
tryiiiiiii of tho ncighltourhood. The water, however, was at this time low, and 
neither myself, nor the gcntlemnn who did me the favour to accompany nic, wns 
nlile to diiMM)ver any snake; and, on closer inquiry, no sort of foundation could 
be found even for the story itself. 

**Tlio Went River rock nffonls us, therefore, nothing, or next to nothing, in any 
view snve one ; and this is, the example of a disposition in the Indians to sculp- 
ture n>eks. and to iieulptnrc them even for amusement The cove, which, it may 
be believed, was anciently overrun with wild rice {tixnnia aquatica), has always 
been a eelebrnte<l resort of wild ducks. It is at this day a favourite place for 
shooting fhcni ; and we may believe tlint tho Indians were accustomed to (ipeiid 
mniiy hours here watching either for water-fowl or for fish. Hence, the scnl|>- 
tiue<», both at. the Great Falls and on West Kiver, are to be attributed to tho 
wliiin <»f vnearit moment*." — KendnllV Travels, iii. 210, *220, 221. 

In the work from which the above extracts are taken, Iilr. Kendall gives a 
very pnrtienlnr description of certain figures, said to be cut by the Indintm on the 
trunk of n ]>inc tree in Wenthersfiehl. lliesc carvings, according to Mr. Kendnll^ 
were desipned to commemorate the birth of a child, whose mother was taken 
prisoner nt the burning of Dcerfield in the year 1704. Tlie foundntion of this 
inoorreet stnteuient is, doubtless, the stones still standing on the north Imnk of 
Knnpp's brook, in tho town of Reading, which wore erected to commemorate the 
birlli of Captive .lolinson, which event took place on the Blst of Angust, 175-1. 
All inquiries concerning this monumental tree have proved fruitless. The oldest 
in1in1)it:int« of Wontliei-sficld have never known of its existence. It is probable, 
therefore, tlmt Mr. Kendall's occurate description of the nppcarance and fotm of 
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nro to bo found in Eastern Yormont. Hcgarrlcd as specimens 
of the rude and uncultivated attempts of a now decaying race 
to express their ideas, however unimportant those ideas may 
have been, they cannot but be viewed with mingled emotions 
of curiosity and respect. 

« 

the oArrings with which he hoe adorned it, woa due either to an imposition prac- 
tised upon him, or to hie fondness for mythical conceptions. — Kendall's Travels, 
iii. 207-210, 212. Also aute, pp. 65, 66. 
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BTBHIEH ROW BJIAUUKT. 




TitK ttrnllirrs Brntlley, six or pcvcn in number, cftinc (o tliis 
C'liiiitiy Innn Kii<;Iaii(l iiliouf. tlic year IfiSC, Iiitviiij; jirnvionKly 
PCTvcd niiioit^ (IrDimvcire Iroiishice, in wliicli corps William 



594 mSTOBY OF BASTERN VERMONT. 

Bradley, the first settler of North Haven, Connecticut, and one 
of the brothere, was an officer.* Stephen Bradley, another of 
the brothera, became a resident of New Ilaven, where he labored 
at his calling, which was that of a silversmith. On the beha- 
vior of the Protector's troops when disbanded, Macaulay has 
passed the highest encomium. ^^ Fifty thousand men, accustomed 
to the profession of arms, were at once thrown on the world : 
and experience seemed to warrant the belief that this chango 
would produce much misery and crime, that, the discharged 
veterans would be seen begging in eveiy street, or that they 
would be driven by hunger to pillage. But no such result fol- 
lowed. In a few months there remained not a trace indicating 
that the most formidable anny in the world had just been 
absorbed into the mass of the community. The Boyalists them- 
selves confessed that, in every department of lionest iiulustry, 
the discarded warriors prospered beyond other men, that none 
was charged with any theft or I'obbery, that none was heard to 
ask an alms, and that, if a baker, a mason, or a waggoner attract- 
ed notice by his diligence and sobriety, he was in all probability 
one of Oliver's old soldiers." Wholly conBonant with this de- 
scription of the scarred and war-worn veterans of thePi'otectorato 
was the conduct of the Bradleys. 

Moses Bradley of Cheshire, Connecticut, the second son of 
Stephen, married Mary Row, only daughter and heiress of 
Daniel Row of Mount Carmel, now llamden. Their son, 
Stephen Row Bradley,f the subject of this notice, was born in 
that part of AVallingford which is now comprised in the town 
of Clieshire, on the 20th of February, 1764. Having entered 
Yale College, he was graduated at that institution a Haclielor 
of Arts on the 25th of July, 1775. Tlu*ee years later, on the Dth 
of September, 1778, he received from his Alma Mater the 
degree of M. A. Of his early tastes, some idea nniy he formed 
from the fact, that, while a student in college, lie prepared an 
almanac for the year 1775, an edition of which, numbering two 

* '* The firat Bcttler in Norili Ilavcn appears to have been William Uradley, who 
had been an officer in CromwcU's army. lie lived here soon after the year lUi'iO, 
on tlie land belonging to Governor Kuton, who owned a largo tract on the wo>t 
side of the [Wullingford or Quinnipiac] river." — Uarber'a Conn. IliiU Coll., p. 241. 

f Whenever Mr. Hradley wrote hi:i name at full leiigtli, which was but seldom, 
he, until past middle life, put it down "Stephen Row Hratllc}'." It was so Hpcit 
in the record of his baptism in Wallingford, and also on the title-page nf an nluiu- 
nac which he published in 1776. "liowo" and "Roe" nre the other forma in 
Tvhich the middle name eomctimcs appeara. 



STEPHEN ROW BRADLEY. 605 

1 liousmul co])ic5», w[i8 published by Ebcnczcr Watson of Hartford, 
printer, on the Ist of November, 1774. 

Sfjon alter graduating ho entered the American service, and 
as early as the 4th of January, 1776, was captain of a company 
c.'illcd the " Cheshire Volunteers." During that month he was 
ordered to march his men to New York, and his pay rolls, which 
were presonted to Congress on the 26th of June, 1776, show 
that he and his company M'erc employed in the continental ser- 
vice from January 25tli to February 25tli of that year. It 
wouhl ap])ear that ho soon after relinquished the captaincy of 
this company. On the 17tli of December, 1776, with the rank 
of adjutant, he was ap])ointed to the stations of vendue master 
and quarter master, lie afterwards served as aid-de-camp to 
General David AVooster, and was engaged in that capacity 
wlien that noble ollicer fell mort^ill}'^ wounded on the 27th of 
April, 1777, during the attack on Danbury. In 1778 Bradley 
Mas cnq)lo3'ed as a commissary, and during the summer of 1779 
served as a major at New Haven. Tlie time which he could 
fij^arc from military avocations was occupied in more peaceful 
])ui-8uit8. It appeal's from a letter written by Ilichard Sill, 
dated January 27th, 1778, that Bradley was at that time teach- 
ing a school at Cheshire. Ilis law studies, in the meantime, 
were directed by Tapping Reeve, afterwards the founder of the 
Litchfield law school. The precise date of his removal to Ver- 
mont is not known. It is ])robable that even after his removal 
he not unfrequently visited Connecticut, until he resigned his 
place in the militia of that state. 

His fii-et appearance in public, in Vermont, was at an ad- 
journed session of the Sui)erior court, held at Westminster on tlio 
2Gth of Jlay, 1779. On this occasion ho was commissioned as an 
attornoy-at-law, and received a license to plead at the bar within 
that "independent" state. At the same time he was appointr 
ed clerk of the court. His knowledge of the law and the ability 
which he displayed in the practice of his profession, raised him 
at once to a high ])osition in the estimation of the community. 
On tlie lOtli of June, 1780, he Mas made state's attoi-ney for the 
county of* Cumberland. At this period the controvei*8y respect- 
ing the title of the New Hampshire Grants was attracting the 
attention, not only of the states which laid claim to that district, 
but of Congress. " Having popular manners, and a keen in- 
sight into society, he became a ]>rominent political leader, and 
exercised a large influence in laying the foundation of the state 
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of Vermont, tlion tlio Texas of this country. Ethan Allen, Ira 
Allen, Seth Warner, and Thomas Chittenden, all from Connec- 
ticut, being the Austins and Iloustons of its early history." On 
the 24th of September, 1779, Congress, by an a(Jt, resolved to 
adjudicate upon the claims of MassachuBctts Bay, New Hamp- 
shire, and New York, on the 1st of February, 1780. To Mr. 
Bradley was assigned the task of presenting, for the considera- 
tion of Congress, the views held by Vermont on this important 
question. 

With but little knowledge, at the time, of the extent of the 
subject, the young lawyer commenced his investigations, and 
in less than two months, had completed a faithfid and well- 
written account of the state of the controveray. This was read 
.before the Council of Vermont, at Arlington, on the lOtli of 
December, 1779, and, having been approved of by them, was 
ordered to be published.' It appeared early in the year 1780, 
under the title of "Vermont's Appeal to the Candid and 
Impartial World," and aided essentially in supporting the 
claims of Vennont to a separate and independent government 
It was written with vigor, and did not want those Howers of 
rhetoric which adorn, and, not unfrequently, strengthen argu- 
ment. Few copies of this production are now extant, but 
among those pamphlets written at this period upon the contn>- 
vei'sy, "Vermont's Appeal" stands pre-eminent, not only on 
account of the force with which it is composed, but aUo by 
reason of the manner in which the topics of which it treats are 
presented. It was laid before Congress early in February, 
1780, by its author, who had been previously selected to advo- 
cate the claims of Vermont at Phihulclphia. G)pie8 of the 
publication were also presented to many of the membei's, but 
no opportunity was granted to Mr. Bradley to appear in pei*sou 
before a committee of Congress, in consequence of the post- 
ponement of the consideration of the controvci*8y question. In 
the month of September following, Mr. Bradley again visited 
Philadelphia, as a commissioner in behalf of Vermont. At the 
end of two weeks, he and his colleague, Ira Allen, became con- 
vinced that Congress were determined to decide upon the con- 
troverey without considering Vermont as a party, and deemed 
it their duty to withdraw. Before leaving, they presented a 
remonstrance to Congress, dated the 22d of September, 1780, 
in which they set forth their views with reference to the coni*se 
which had been adopted towards Vermont, and deprecated the 
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]K»licy wliicli would divide that state between New Hampshire 
and New York, or annex it to the latter. 

Owing to his thorough acquaintance with tlie views enter- 
tained by a majority of the people of Vermont, on tlie merits 
of the controverpy question, the counsels of Mr. Bradley were 
highly esteemed and readily followed, on all occasions. An 
examination of his papers affords conclusive evidence, that at 
this period, and for many years after, he was, in many respects, 
the ablest man in the state. Nor did his qualifications for mili- 
tar}' service escape the observation of tlie citizens of his adopted 
state. By commission, dated August 27th, 1781, he was ap- 
])ointed a lieutenant in the first regiment of the Vermont militia, 
and on the 15th of October, in the same year, was raised to the 
rank of colonel. During the troubles which disturbed tlie 
peace of the southern part of Windham county, Colonel Brad- 
Icy was indefatigable in his endeavors to restore order, and sel- 
dom failed to accomplish his purpose. Tlie resignation of his 
colonelcy was accepted on the 2d of March, 1787, and for four 
years he does not appear to have engaged at all in military 
avocations. A curious letter, written to him by William Page, 
of Charlestown, New Hampshire, dated May 1st, 1789, is still 
]>rc8orved, in which some allusions are made to the measures 
which were adopted to subdue the supporters of New York 
rcsidhig at Guilford, and in that neighborhood. "You doubt- 
IcFs remember," the writer observed, " of once calling on mo 
for a sword. You then was in ])ursuit of honor and cash. I 
think yc»u desired to cut, slay, and destroy the Yorkers. Ilav- 
ing acco]u])li8hed all this, and having not only changed your 
manner and mode of attack, but your weapon also, you will 
jilease pcnd to me the sword by the bearer, for, as all otlier 
weapons fail me, it is time to take the sword." The military 
career of (/oloncl Bradley did not, however, end here, for he 
was apj»ointed brigadier general of the eighth brigade of the 
militia of tlic state, by a commission dated January 26th, 1791. 

Of tlic oHiccs held by Mr. Bradle}^, the following list embraces 
a partial account. In 1782, he was a select man of Westmin- 
Bter, and served as clerk of that town from October Gth, 1787, 
to October Jjtli, 1788. lie was register of probate for Windham 
county from December, 1781, to March, 1791, and, on the 21st 
of February', 1783, was appointed a judge of the court of the 
county, in the place of Samuel Fletcher, who had refused to 
serve. From October, 1788, to October, 1789, he sat as a side- 
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judge in the Supremo court of the state, and was admitted to 
practice in tlie Circuit court of the United States on tlie 12th 
of May, 1793. He represented tlie town of AVestminster in the 
Assembly of the state, at the sessions in 1780, 1781, 1784, 1785, 
1788, 1790, and 1800, and was elected speaker of the House at 
the session in 1785. He was a member of the state constitu- 
tional convention in 1701, and was elected to the Council in 
September, 1708. When, in the year 1780, it became evident 
that Vermont would soon be admitted into the Union as a sejia- 
rate state, commissionere were appointed on the 23d of October, 
for the purpose of ascertaining and establishing the line between 
New York and Vermont. Of the number was Mr. IJradley. 
In addition to the civil and military appointments with which 
ho was honored, he also received nnirks of esteem from Dart- 
mouth and Middlebury colleges. The honorary degrees of 
M.A. and LL.D. were conferred upon him by the former insti- 
tution. He was appointed a fellow of !Middlebury college in 
the act incorporating that seminary of learning, passed on the 
1st of November, 1800, and held that position until the time 
of his death. 

After the completion of the Federal Union by the admission 
of Vermont in 1701, Moses Robinson and Stephen 11. Ih-adley 
were, on the 17th of October, in that year, chosen the tii*st 
United States senators from that state. The Yormer took his 
scat on the Slst of the same month ; the hitter on the 7t]i of 
November following. On drawing lots for the i)urp()sc of de- 
termining to which of the three classes each belonged, ^[r. 
Bradley drew fii'st, and fell to " the class whose scats would 
be vacated at the expiration of four yeai*8 from Marcli, 1701." 
Mr. Kobinson drew the longest term, and, of coui-se, fell to the 
class whose seats were to be vacated in six 3'eai*s from March, 
1701. Elijah Paine was chosen to succeed Mr. Bradley in 
1705. At the expiration of Mr. Paine's term in 1801, he was 
elected for another six yeai-s, but having declined the position, 
Mr. Bradley was elected to fill the vacancy, which was a term 
of six yeai*s from the 4th of March, 1801. Dnring the greater 
part of the session of 1802-3, he filled with dignity the position 
of president, ^?'t? tempore^ of the Senate. On the 4th of AFarch, 
1807, he commenced another term of six years as senator, and 
in 1808 was again elected temporary president of the distin- 
guished body to which he belonged. 

In politics, Mr. Bradley was a Bcpub.icjin of the school of 



ms POLITICS. 599 

Ji'iroi-son, from whom lie received many innrks of pei*80iml 
esteom. Desirous of securing n democrntic succession in the 
presidency of the United States, Mr. Bradley endeavored to 
eonsunniuitc the nomination of Madison at the close of Jeffer- 
soifB second term. For tliis puri>osc, he issued a call for a cau- 
cus, of which the following is a copy : — 

"Siu: 

" In pursuance of the powers vested in me, as president of 
the late convention of republican members of both houses of 
congress, 1 deem it expedient, for the purpose of nominating 
suitable and proper charactei's for president and vice-president 
of tlie United States at the next presidential election, to call a 
convention of said republican members, to meet at the senate- 
chamber on Satunlay, the 23d inst., at six o'clock p.m., at 
wliich time an<l place your pei'sonal attendance is requested, to 
aid the meeting with your influence, information, and talents. 

" S. R. Bradley. 
" Dated at AVashington, 

" lUth January, 1808." 

This circular, so mandatoiy in style, was indignantly de- 
nounced by nuiny, as a usurpation of power. A large portion 
of the membei's refused to attend, unwilling, as was remarked, 
" to countenance, by their presence, the midnight iiiti^gues of 
any set of men who may arrogate to themselves the right 
(which belongs only to the people) of selecting proper ])ersons 
to fdl the important offices of president and vice-president." 
'J'lie meeting was attended, however, by ninetj'-four members 
from both houses. Of this number, only one member was 
from the state of New York. Mr. Madison was nominated with 
ap[)arent unanimity, though Mr. Monroe had been supported 
previr)U8 to the caucus by a strong party of men, among whom 
were some who were unfriendly to the policy of Jeffei-son. 

The war of 1812, wliich was, in the main, a democratic mea- 
sure, was not su])ported by all the membei-s of that party, 
rrcsident Madison, it was supposed, was pci^suaded to engage 
in it, only in order to secure a second election. Ilandolph 
" ojienly and strenuously opposed it. from the begimn'ng to the 
end," and Jlr. Ihadley, who was at that time the ablest denuv 
cratic senator iVom New England, " earnestly counselled M.idi- 
son against it." So dissatisfied did Mr. Bradley become with 
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the nationnl policy of this period, that, on tho 4th of March, 
1813, at tlio close of his congressional labors, he Avithdrew alto- 
getlier from public life, determined, since he was unable to 
prevent a needless war, not to continue in any position, where 
he would be subjected to tlie calumnies and odium of a majority 
from whom he dissented. 

In a previous chapter* may be found an account of a trial 
which took place at Westminster, on the 27th of Jifay, 1770. 
On this occasion, Noah Smith filled the office of state's attorney, 
and Mr. Bradley acted as counsel for the defendants. In tho 
midst of the trial, Ethan Allen appeared in court, accoutred in 
military dress, as has been detailed in the account referred to. 
Atler Smitli had finished his argument, in the course of which 
lie had made several quotations from Blackstone's Commenta- 
ries, Allen, who thought that tlie state's attorney was manifest- 
ing too great leniency towards some of the prisoners, arose, and 
told the jury that, in the observations he was about to make, ho 
should not deal in (Quibbles. Tlien, turning to Smith, ho sai<l : — 
** I would have the young gentleman to know, tluit with my 
logic and reasoning, from tlie eternal fitness of things, I can 
upset his blackstones, his whitestoncs, his gravestones, and his 
brimstones." Here he was interrupted by the chief-justice, 
Moses Hobinson, and was gravely informed that it was not 
allowable for him to appear in a civil court with his sword by. 
his side. Upon this, Allen, nettled by the interruption, unblnng 
his weapon, and bringing it down on the bar table with a force 
which made the house ring, exclaimed, 

"For forms of government, let fools contest; 
Whate'er is best administered, is best" 

Having delivered himself in this style, he was about to resume 
his remarks, when, observing that the judges were whisperin;^ 
together, he listened for a moment, and then cried out : — " I 
said thtit fools might contest for forms of government — not your 
IIonoui*s 1 not your IIonoui*s 1 " It is presumed that the apology 
was satisfactory, for Allen was permitted to finish his address, 
as previously narrated, after which the trial proceeded without 
further check. 

On retiring from pui)lic life, Mr. Bradley returned to AVest- 
minster, where he resided until the year 1818. lie then re- 

* See ante, pp. 842. 843. 
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inovtMl \n tlic iicigliboring villngc of AValpolc, New IIjunj)Rliirc, 
''wlicrejio lived in case, independence, and honour, until lie 
t<M)k liiK willing, and not ])ainful deparature, with the cheerful 
exprcHsion of a nn'nd at peace with itself, with the world, and 
with heaven." Jlis <leath occurred on the evening of Thui's- 
day, Decoinher 0th, 1830. 

In his "Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, ])uhli8hed in 1797, 
l)r, John Anclrew Graham has referred to ilr. Jjradley, as ho 
then knew him, in these words : — " Mr. Bradley is a lawyer of 
distinguislie<l abilities, and a g(X)d orator, lie has held some of 
the most important oilices of the state, and was late a senator 
in CtHigress. Few men have more companionable talents, a 
greater share of social cheerfulness, a more inexhaustible flow 
of wit, or a larger portion of unaffected urbanity." Tlie lion. 
S. (f . (loodrich, known the world over as " Peter Parley," who, 
in the year 1818, married the daughter of Mr. Bradley, has, in 
his late work entitled " Ilecollections of a Lifetime," noted 
some of the prominent characteristics of the influential sena- 
tor. " lie was distinguished for j^olitical sagacity, a ready wit, 
boun<lless stores of jinecdote, a large acquaintance with man- 
kind, and an extensive range of historical knowledge. Ilis 
conversation was exceedingly attractive, being always illus- 
tratiMl by ]>crtinent anecdotes and apt historiccil references. His 
<levelopii«.'M'^^ of the interior machinery of jmrties, during the 
times of AVasiiin^MiM, Jcflci'Fon, and Madiscm; his portraitures 
of the political leadere of thcfcc iuUn'csling eras in our history 
— all freely communicated at a period when he had retired 
from the active arena of politics, and uow looked back upon 
them with the feelings of a jdiilosopher — were in the highest 
degree interesting and instructive." 

His son, the lion. AVilliam C. Bradley, who was born on the 
2'Ul of March, 1 782, still survives, at Westminster, in a green 
old age. lie has filled numy stations of honor in the service of 
his connlry, and while on the floor of Congress enjoyed, in a 
])eenliar manner, the pei*sonal and political esteem of Henry 
('lav and other distiiiicnishcd statesmen. The assistance which 
Mr. Jjiadley has on all occasions most cheerfully aft'ordcd, in 
the i>reparation of this work, has contributed materially to its 
correctness, and lias enabled the author to ])resent many facts 
which otherwise would have remained unrecorded.*- 

• Miicnnlriy's Hist Eng., vol. i. clmp. ii. IloUistcr'a Hist. Conn., ii. C28. BnU 
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PAUL BRIQUAM. 

y^ DuKiNQ tlic rovolution- 

y,y^ / /y)^ ' / _^ avy war, tins gentleman 

C^ was stationed, a part of 

the time, at Coventry', 
Connecticut. After his removal to Vermont, lie attained to tlio 
rank of a miyor-general of militia. lie was liigldy respected 
by all who knew him, and discharged the duties of the varions 
otlices which he was called to fill to the satisfaction of In's con- 
stituents and with Iionor to himself. B3' the citizens of Norwich, 
the town in which he resided, he was esteemed for those traits 
of character which mark the just man and the kind neighbor, 
lie was an assistant justice of the court of Windsor county from 
1783 to 178G, and from 1790 to 1795 ;' and was chief justice of 
the same in 1801. lie held the office of ju<lge of probate in 
1800; and was high sheriff of the county from 17H7 to J7S!>. 
lie represented the inhabitants of Norwich in the General As- 
sembly during the sessions of 1783, 1786, and 1701 ; was a 
member of the Council from 1792 to 1790 ; and sat in the state 
constitutional conventions of 1793, 1814, and 1822 as the dele- 
gate from Norwicli. Having been elected lieutenant-governor 
of the state in 171)0, he was from tliat time auniudly returned to 
the same office, the years 1813 and 1814 excepted, until 1820, 
when, " admonished by the infirmities of age," he refused longer 
to be a candidate for that station. While serving in this capa- 
city, the gubernatorial chair was occupied at dillerent times by 
Thomas Chittenden, Isaac Tichcnor, Israel Smith, and Jonas 
Qalusha. From Dartmouth college he received the honorary 
degree of ^f.A., in 1800. I lis death occurred at Norwich on 
the 15th of July, 1824, in tlie 79th year of his age * 

Iowa Falls Intelligencer, December latli, 1830. North Star, Danville, Vt, Dc- 
ceinlier 28th, 1830. Triennial Cutalogues of Yule, Dartmouth, uml ^Ii«lillcl>iiry 
colleges. Actfl an«l Laws of Vt., 1800, pp. 30-10. Jgiirnals Am. Cong., cd. 1823, 
i. 388. JournaU IT. S Senate, 17yl, p. 25. Sla.lc'a Vt. State Pupem, pp. Ill, 1 Hi, 
122-120. Kenilall's Travels, i. 177. Deniing'b Catalogue of Vt. oniceiu, pasHim. 
Oraliam'a Descriptive Sketch of Vt., pp. IK), 111. (io(><lrieli'8 Kecollectious of u 
Lifetime, i. 418, 411); ii. 1)1), loo. Young's American Statesnuin, pp. 311,312. 
Various MSS. Document h, Letters, etc. 

* Thompson's Vt., Part 111., p. 130. AVilliams's Hist. Vt., e.l. 2»1., i. Dl, 02. 
Triennial Catalogue of Dart. C!<il. Deming's C'litalogue of Vt. Onicci-s, iiauim. 
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TiiK siiliJGct of tliis notice was born in Diililin, Ireland, about 
tlic yt'iir 172ij, mid was cdiiciitcd to tlic pi-olcesion of tbc Inw. 
AVIiile nt Imnne, lie bore eoine iniiitaiy connnisBion, ae the eljle 
(if drcps indiciile'l by Ida ivirtniit — wliieh is still cxtniit, and 
wbicli WHS pniiitcd before be removed lo tins coinitry — cvinccu. 
( )f bis iidlitary rank, except tliat bo was fiunibarlj- called " (Joln- 
iicl," and nf tbe time and octasioii of bis service, notluiig is 
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known. At the age of thirty or tliirty-one, lie niarrictl ii Jliss 
Cusliiiig, a resulent of tlie city where he dwoU. i>y lier he luul 
one cliiUl, Elizabeth Martha, who was born probably in the year 
1758. The mother did not h^ng survive the birth of her daughter, 
and Mr. Ih'Ubh being left a widower, placed the little infant in 
the care of some of his relatives, and came to America a short 
time previous to, or during, the year 17G2. Having settled in 
New York city, ho there married Margaret lilontnzan, a widow 
lady, and by her former marriage the mother of a daughter 
named Frances.* He early obtained emjdoyment in the office 
of the secretary of the province of New York, and for several 
yeara held the post of assistant under the deputy secretary, 
Goldsbrow Banyar. In the year 17G4, on the 27th of January, 
ho received from Liout.-Qov. Cadwallader Golden a license to 
practise as an attorney at law, '^ in all his Majesty's Courts of 
Kecord," within tho province. It is probable that his law part- 
ner was John Kelly, an Irishman of ability and standing. Mr. 
Brush removed to Westminster during tho year 1771, and on 
the 25th of February, 1772, was apiiointed clerk of Cund>erlan<l 
county ,f vice John Chandler, removed, lie was made bnrri»- 
gate of the county on the 14th of tho following April, and at 
tho same time, he and two othei*s received a commission to ad- 
minister oaths to all officei'S, both civil and military, within their 
jurisdiction.:!: 

On becoming a resident of AVestminster, !N[r. Brush was 
feasted by the iidiabitants from house to house. The display 
which he aflected in his dress, contrasted strongly with the 
simple garb of the villagci's, and for some time }H)]np and pa- 

* Tlicro is a trudition tliiit lirusb was iiot Icgidly nmiTiod to IiU bccoml wife. 
The aUn'y goes, that she, in licr iiiuidcn days, hud been much Oihiiircd hy Brubh, 
who hud paid her his addresses, but without success. She ninrried, in {trcforcnci!, 
a colonel in the Uritish service, who was the father of her chihl Francos. Ifc wa.i 
kiUcd in tho old French war, or in some of the buttles iininediutoly subsequent to 
the year 1755. Tho widow and tho widower having met, they agreed to live 
together as husband and wife, and did so, but the connection was not lawfully 
established. Resort was had to this alliance in order that Mrs. liru&h might be 
enabled to draw the pension duo her as the widow of an ofhccr, which right sho 
forfeited in the event of a second marriage. 

f Ife resigned the clerkship on the 7th of March, 1771, and was succeeded by 
Bttuiucl Gale, who married the daughter of Siunuel Wells (»f nruUlchoruugh. In 
tho Connecticut Courunt of April Kth, 1775, is tho liat of the niendtcrstif the hi-^t 
Colonial Assembly oY Now York. Iho name of Urnhli is given with these re- 
marks: — "A native of Ireland, pruclibing tliu law in ('uinbcrland county, who 
sold the clerkbliip of the county to Judge Wells's son in-law." 

\ This conuuission was renewed on the 18th of February, 1774. 
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incic availed to coiiccnl tho defects of character. But as vul- 
garity of mind became apparent, and novelty of appearance 
ceased to attract attention, Mr. Brush found, in spite of his 
honsted attainments as n man of large information, and his pre- 
tensions to gcntih'ty, tliat his only friends were a few high- 
toned an<l arrogant loyalists. Notwitlistanding the prevalence 
of such fientiments as these in tho minds of tlie people of AVest- 
minstiM', ^Ir. jirush wiehled an extensive j)olitical influence in 
the county, on account of his intimate connection with many 
of the princi]ml government o(Kcei*s. Tlie house in which ho 
lived was situated north of tho meeting-house, and was the only 
huilding in the town whose four sides faced the cardinal ]X)int8. 
It was originally built for the Rev. Mr. Qoodell, supposed to bo 
the iii-st minister of the town. It was subsequently owned by 
a cili/.cn of AValpole, New Hampshire, who sold it to Mr. 
Jhiish. In later yeare it became the residence of Ur. Elkanali 
Day. One of the reasons which induced Mr. Brush to settle in 
this cjuict village, was the opportunity which was thereby 
ali'onled him, to sell his lands, which were scattered throughout 
the northern ])art8 of New York and tho interior portions of tho 
New Hampshire Grants, and included many broad acres along 
the hanks of the Connecticut, in the town and neighborhood of 
AVestminster. lie also hoped to rise in political distinction, an 
end which he could not accomplish among the learned and 
aristocratic in the more southern towns of New York. His 
I nisi HOPS, on account of his knowledge of legal forms, was mul- 
tiiarioup, and to assist him in it, he ke])t n clerk, Abraham 
JVlills by name, who, as far as disagreeable traits of character 
were concerned, was a copj' in miniature of his master. 

In answer to a ]>etition signed by the inhabitants of Cumber- 
land county, permission was given them by the Govenior and 
(vouncil of New York, to elect two representatives to the Gene- 
ral Assembly of that province, 'flic order confinning this per- 
mission was i)ronnilge<l on the 23d of December, 1772, and at 
an election subsequently held, Sanniel Wells of Brattleborough 
and Crcan llrnsh of Westminster were returned jis representa- 
tives. On the 2d of February, 1773, they presented their cre- 
dentials to tlie General Asscmblv, and were julmitted to seats 
" at the table'' of legislation. Brush .although in a great mea- 
sure devoid (»f ]>rincij»le, ]>ossessed many of the qualifications 
essential to the character of a suecossful j»arllzan i>olitician, and 
he soon l»ocanie noted for his advoeacv of all ministerial mea- 
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Burcs, and for Iiis Imtrcd of every attempt at reform. Fluency 
of bpcecli and a spirited style of oratory, enabled liim to givo 
expression to his opinions in a manner which attracted atten- 
tion, liy these means he obtained an influence, which he never 
fuilod to exert in behalf of his party. In the controversy be- 
tween New Hampshire and New York respecting the New 
Hampshire Grants, ho evinced a deep interest, and was well 
prepared by knowledge obtained while in the office of tho se- 
cretary of state to present the question in an accurate and reli- 
able form. 

In answer to a petition from Col. John Maunseli and others, 
"interested in lands to tho westward of Connecticut river," 
praying that the General Assembly would adopt measures to 
prevent " the success of the solicitations and interposition of 
tho government of New Ilampshire, in prejudico of the aiicient 
limits" of New York, tho House on tho 17th of February, 
1773, having resolved itself into a "grand committee on griev- 
ances," declared that tho eastern limits of tho colony, b(»th by 
tho royal grants to tho Duko of York and by the cu-ilers in 
privy council of July 20tli, 1704, M'cro tho western banks of 
Connecticut river. For tho purpose of presenting the subject 
in a tangible form, they appointed Col. Fhilip Schuyler, John 
De Noyellis, and Crean Brush a committee to draft a represen- 
tation of the rights of the colony of New York to the lands in 
question. This representation, when agreed to by the House, 
was to be transmitted to the agent of the colony, to enable him 
to maintain the claim at the court of Great Britain. On Satur- 
day, the 6th of March following, Mr. Brush gave in the report 
of the committee, whicli was adopted on Monday the 8th, and 
ei»tercd on the journals. It was entitled "A state of the ri<rht 
of the colony of New York, with respect to its eastern bound- 
ary on Coimecticut river, so far as concerns the late encroach- 
ments under the government of New Ilampshire." 

This document was subsequently printed in the form of a 
folio pamphlet, and, with others of a similar character, was 
placed in tho hands of all the leading men engaged in the con- 
trovei'sy. It was prepared mainly by the lion. James Duane, 
and presented an able argument in support of the rights of 
New York. Although it had been hoi)ed tliat the reasons 
brought forward in the representation would have a tendency 
to restrain the people residing on the " Grants," who favored 
the jurisdiction of New Hampshire, from indulging in acts of 



brush's influence. 607 

violence np^ainst the settlors under New York, yet evils of this 
natnre BCfniod rfttlicr to increase than diminish. On the 1st 
jf Fel>rnarv, 1774, i^enjaniin Ifongh, a magistrate by api>oint- 
mcnt from New York, presented a petition to the General As- 
Bcnddy of the province, asking, in behalf of himself and othci*8, 
to be i>rotccto<l from the "ontrageons cnielty" of the "Ben- 
nin«;ton mob." llie snbject was considered in "the grand 
committee on gi-ievances," and a report therefrom was pre- 
eentod to the i louse on the 5tli, by Mr. Brush, in behalf of the 
cliainnan, Mr. Clinton, recommending that body, to request the 
(ilovornor to issue his proclamation, ofl'ering a reward of £50 
each for the apprehension of Kthan Allen and seven of his 
compatriot?, and counselling the House to bring in a bill to 
pupprops " riotous and disonlerly proceedings." Mr. lirush and 
(N»l<»nel Ten Ih-oeck were appointed to prepare the bill, and on 
the Oth the result of their labors was laid before the house, and 
was soon alYcr passed into a law. The Governor's ]>roclamation 
Mas issued on the 9th of March, and a reward of £100 each 
was offered for the apprehension of Ethan Allen and Remember 
]5aker, an<l of £50 each for the apprehension of six of the other 
ringlea(lei*s. 

The influence which Mr Bnisli possessed in the House was 
neither feeble nor unfrequently exercised. On the night of the 
2!>tli of 1)ecend)cr, 1773, the mansion of Governor Tryon was 
destroyed bj' fire. Iliis calamity was referred to by the Go- 
vernor, in his speech to the Assembly, on the 12tli of Jamiary, 
1774. A few days later a motion was offered by Mr. Brusli, 
in these words : " I move that the House do resolve, that 
there be allowed unto his Excellency the Governor, the sum of 
£5,000, as a token of the deep concern of this House for the 
damage he sustained by the late dreadful fire, towards a com- 
jHMisation, in some measure, of his great losses; and as a pub- 
lic! testimonial of that high repj)cct and esteem they bear to his 
]>ei-son and family." This proposition elicited much debate, 
and, tliougli strenuously opposed, was p.assed by a majority of 
two, fonrteen members voting for and twelve against it. Soon 
after these occurrences, the Governor made known his inten- 
tion of departing for England. The announcement was pub- 
lislied to tlic liouso on the Sth of ^[arch, and Messrs. Wilkins? 
Jauneey, and l>rush were api)ointed to draft an address ro his 
ICxeelleney, " exj)ressing tlic bigli sense they entertain of the 
great and extensive benefit derived to the colony from the u|)- 
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rightncss, justice, and impartiality of his aclministration ; tlio 
deep concern they feel on In's departure ; tlieir ardent dchire of 
his speedy return ; their afiectionato wishes for the welfare anil 
Imppiness of his Excellency and his family ; and their iiriii 
reliance that he will represent to their most gracious Sove- 
reign, the unshaken loyalty of this his faithful colony, and their 
steady and zealous attachment to his sacred pei'son and govern- 
ment." With true Irish spirit, Mr. Brush in the address which 
he drew, emhodied in the most fulsome language the ideas 
contained in the .ibove resolution, and on the 2()th of j^farch 
the eulogistic document was placed in the hands of the num who 
Afterwards became notorious, as the sackcr of peaceful villages, 
and the murderer of imoffending women and helpless children. 
Bitterly opposed to every measure designed to introduce ix 
more faithful administration of the government, "Mv. Brush now 
directed his efforts to stem the torrent which was soon to break 
down the barriei-s of tyrannical oppression. On the 23d of 
February, 1775, he delivered a Bct-speech against the pr(»pobi- 
tion of Mr. Thomas, to elect delegates to the second Continen- 
tal Congress. Being charged ^Svith using expressions which 
threw indecent reflections both on the conduct of the gentle- 
men of the opposition and on the proceedings of the last Con- 
gress," !&[r. Brush caused his speech to be printed and pub- 
lished, that the public might be able to form an opinion as to 
the justice of the charges. lie was answered by Messrs. Clin- 
ton and Schuyler, who, with Colonel Woodhull, were the lead- 
ing patriots in the house. The debate was significant of the 
spirit of the times, and served to show how widely at variance 
were the opinions of those who, as representatives of the peo- 
ple, were assembled to legislate for the welfare of the colony. 
On the same day, Mr. Brush presented the report of the com- 
mittee, wlio, in pm-suance of Mr. I)e Lancey's motion, made on 
the 31st of January, had been appointed "to prei)are a state 
of the grievances" of the colony. On the 0th of Afarch, he 
was chosen, with Cc)lonel Seaman and Mr. Gjxle, to i)repare the 
draft of a memorial to the House of J^ords. The report, which 
he ])rcscnted on the ICth, as chairman of the connnittce, was 
subjected to many alterations and amendments. AVith the 
other memorials which had been preparc<l lor tlie King and 
the Commons, it was adoi)te<l on the 25tli. Tliese addresses 
were in every respect, " tame, ridiculous, and very loyal," but 
the House was ruled by a Tory nuijority, who strove in every 
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WHY to adopt such incnsiircs, ns would be most likely to nd- 
vance the interests of their own party, and it was by their 
votes that every vigorous effort of the luiiiority was einascu- 
lat<»(l, and made to do service in behalf of oppression. 

J[r. Brnnirs iianio appears with prominence on one other 
oecasion, in the records of the Colonial Assembly. As soon as 
the news of the " Westminster Ikfassacre " reached New York, the 
messengei-s who had brought the information were examined, 
and their depositions were laid before Lieut.-Qov. Golden. His . 
message, delivered on the 23d of March, recommended imme- 
diate action, llie subject was brought up for consideration on 
the 'JOtli. Ever ready to gain jiower l)y a bold act, Mr. Brush 
moved that the sum of £1,000 be " granted to his Majesty to 
be aj)[)lied to enable the inhabitants of the county of Cumber- 
land to reinstate and maintain the duo adnnnistration of justice 
in the said county, and for the suppression of riots therein." 
The motion prevailed in this form, and tlie ti'casurer of the 
colony was ordered to disburse the amount named, on warrants 
issued by the proper authorities. With the adjournment of 
the Apsembly on the 3d of April, ended Mr. Brush's career as 
a legislator. Ilis ability as an orator was acknowledged even 
by his foes, and his si>eeche8 were generally prepared with care 
and skill. As a writer, he is referred to in Trumbull's MacFiu- 
gal, in the following verses : — 

" Had I the Poet's brnccn liings. 
As sound-bonrd to his hundred tongues; 
I could not half the scribblers muster 
That swanned round RiTington in cluster ; 
Assemblies, councilmen, forsooth ; 
Brush, Cooper, Wilkins, Chandler, Booth ; 
Yet aU their arguments and sap*enee 
You did not value at three half-pence."* 

During the summer which followed the commencement of 
host Hi tics in the colonics, Mr. Brush probably remained in the 
cit}^ of New York, working as best he might for the good of the 
King. In the fall he rc])aired to Boston, then occupied by the 
]>iifish, and oHered his services to General Gage. These were 
accepted, and he was soon after engaged in an employment 
wliicli gave him a temporary power, which he did not fail to 

• American Arcliivcfl, Fourth Series, vol. i. cols. 1288, 1290-1294, 1803, 1307, 
1316-1318, 1322. Journalg Col. Ass. N. Y. Doc. Hist. N. Y., iv. 1025. Dun- 
lap's N. Y., i 450, 451. Trumbuirs MncFingal, Boston cd., 1799, conto i. p. 28. 

5^0 
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exercise. General Gage, tliougli ho favored tlio occupation of 
Now York, " regarded the evacuation of Boston as a measure of 
too much danger, and difficulty, and importance," to bo taken 
without tho sanction of government. Having determined to 
winter his army in tlio latter place, he, in the last of September, 
1775, '^ commenced preparations to quarter it in tho houses of 
tho inhabitants." '^ In consequence of this determination, it was 
necessary to remove the furniture from tho buiUlings that would 
be required." This business was entrusted to Crean Brush, wlio 
was armed with a commission vesting him with authority 
to receive and protect such personal property as sliould bo en- 
trusted to his care.* 

The issue of tliis commission was one of tho last official acts 
of General Gage in Boston. Already had he received ordera to 
repair to England. In obedience to those ordera ho sailed on 
tlio 10th of October, and on the same day General Howe sue- 

^ The following U a copy of the eommiaaion referred to in the text : 
"By Hia Exeellenoy The Honorable ThomM Gego, Ceptain-Genenil *od GoTcr- 
nor-in*Chlof in and OTor Ilii Mejctty'i Province of MaeMchuiette lUy, and 
Yiee- Admiral of the Mune, Qonoral *nd Commandor-iu-Chief of oil IlitMaJoa- 
ty't Forces in North America, A,e., A,e., dc. 

'*To Crxan Brush, Esquire: — 

" Whcreaa, Uiere are large quantities of Goods, Wares, and Merahandize, Cliat- 
Ucs and Effects of considerable value left in the Town of Boston by Persons who 
have thought proper to depart tlicrcfruin, which arc lodged in dwelliug 
Iloiisea, uud in Sliops and Storcliouscs adjoining to or making part of Dwelling 
Houses: 

** And Whereas, there is great reason to apprehend, and the Iiihnbitnnts have 
expressed some fears concerning tho snfety of bucIi goods, especially as great part 
of tho Houses will necessarily bo Occupied by His Majesty's Troo|)s and the fol- 
lowers of the Army, as Barracks during the AVintcr Season; To quiet the feara 
of the Inhabitants, and more especially to take all due care for the preservation 
of such Goods, Wares, and Merchandize : I have thought fit and do hereby Autlio* 
rize and appoint yon tho said Groan Brush to tako and receive into your Gare, all 
such Goods, Ghattles, and Efifects as may be voluntarily delivered into your 
Gharge by the owners of such Goods, or the Person or Persons whose care they 
may beleft in, on your giving Receipts for the same; and you are to take all due 
care thereof, and to deliver said Goods, when called upon, to those to whom you 
shall have given Receipts for the same. For all which Services you are to Receive 
Ten Shillings Sterling per Day. Given under my Hand and Seal at Head-Quar- 
ters in lioston the First day of October, One Tliousand Seven Hundred and Seventy 
Five, in the Fifteenth Year of the Heign of Our Sovereign Lord George the Third, 
by tho Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, ond Ireland King; Defender of 
the Faith, and so forth. Tuos. Gagb. 

** By his ExcelLoncy's Command, 

"Sam. Kkmble." 
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cccdcd huu ill tlio coininmid of tlio troops. Meantime, BruBh, 
although busied among the 

"parritch-paU and atild satit-backetB** 

^vhich the good wives of Boston had Icfk behind them, still found 
time to evince his loyalty in other ways. He, in common with 
the army of General Ilowe, felt secure in his present position, 
and was ahnost certain of the ultimate success of the British 
forces. Owing in part to this confidence, and in part to a dcsiro 
of reducing the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants to 
submission, in which district ho owned several thousand aci*e8 
of land, he drew up a memorial in which he offered his services 
to raise a body of men to be employed in the service of the 
King. Tliis memorial was found among his pai>ers, when a few 
months later he was taken prisoner. It was addressed to Gene- 
ral Gage. Tlie intention of its author, doubtless, was to trans- 
mit it to England, ti'usting to Gage's influence with the Ministry 
for a favorable answer to the propositions therein advanced. 
Ilie supposition that it ever reiiched the eyes of him for whom 
it was intended is baseless. As to the memorialist, the designs 
by which he had hoped to advance the interests of the Crown, 
and gratify his own avarice and ambition, were defeated by a 
change in his own circumstances which was as humiliating as 
it was unexpected.* 

* For the purpose of showing iho loyalty of Mr. Brash's disposition, * copy of 
the mcmorifil is here annexed : — 

"ToIIts Kxcelleney The Honorable Thomas Gage, Lientenant-Gcneral of Hb 
Alajesty's Forces, Ae., Ac, Ao, 

"The memorial of Crean Bnish of the 
Province of New York, Esquire, 
" Most KcspcctfuUy shcweth — 

" Tliat your Memorialist hath in seyeral Civil De- 
partments xoaloiisly cxcrterl himself in supporting the Constitution and Authority 
of rntlinmcnt over n]l His Majesty's Dominions, but the unwearied assiduity of 
an artful, ninbiti<»u8 C<»nredorncy having prevailed, and the People pursuing the 
Arbitrary Dictates of such Confederates — having shook off their allegiance to the 
best of Kinpp, nnd their Obedience to Lawful Authority, with Ingratitude unparal- 
leled burst forth into open Ucbellion, making their final Appeal to Arms and rest 
tlicir Fntc on the decision of the Sword alone, whereby every Bond of Society is 
Dissolved, nnd nil Persons precluded from supporting His Majesty's Government 
in a Civil Cnpncity. 

" Your Menmrinlipt, therefore, t/> Manifest his Zcnl for Ills Mnjesty's Person and 
Government, in the present ICxigcnce, l)«»gfl leave to propose to your Fxeelleney 
timt he will forthwith, upon being duly authorized, raise a liody of Voluntcci-% 
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By tlio 6tli of February, 1770, Mr. Brush liad received into 
liis custody a large amount of goods, wares, and incrclian<lize. 
General Howe, although he had resolved to evacuate Boston, 
was determined to wait " until he had additional transports and 
sufficient provisions for a long voyage ; and also, until a favor- 

oonsbting of not leas than three Hundred effective Men, exclusive of Officers, One 
Ilundred and fifty of whom to be formed into an Independent C'-ompany under 
bis Command, and the residue to be disposed of at the pleasure of tlic Ci»nnnand- 
er-iu-Chie( the vhole to serve in Conjunction with His Majesty's other Forces^ 
during the continuance of the present Uebellion, upon tlio snme |>ay, and Koyul 
Bounty, as granted to tlie new rois'd Uoyal Fencible American Ucgiment, und 
this Proposal your Memorialist flatters himself witli a certainty of effecting from 
his Connections and Friends among tho well-disposed Inhabitants. And after tlio 
Subduction of the Main Body of Uebel Force, your Memorialist would fnrtlier 
humbly proixMe, that nn establisliment of three Ilundred Alcn, including such of 
the tlireo Ilundred Men so to be raised by him as may then remain, exclusive of 
Officers, might be formed into one Body under his Command to occupy pro|>cr 
Posts on ConneoUout Kiver, and open a Line of communication from thence West- 
ward towards Lake Chaniplain, to continue on tliat Station so long an the Cum- 
mander-in-Chief of His Majesty's Forees shall judge expedient, and then to bo 
Roduoed. And your Memorialist's intimate Knowledge of that Frontier ennblca 
him to assure your Exeellenoy tlwt such an Establishment in that Country (far 
remote as it is from the Seat and Aid of Qovcrnment) will become absolutely 
necessary for tlie puq)Ose of reducing to Obedience, and bringing to Judtici*. h 
dangerous Gang of lawless Banditti, who, without the least pretext of Title, have, 
by Violence, possessed themselves of u large Tract of Interior Territory, bctweca 
Connecticut River on the East, and the Waters of Hudson's Uivcr und Ijiko 
Chainplain on the West, in open defiance of Government, holding themselves 
ameniable to no I^w, but confiding in their own strength, have for ninny Ycnrs 
committed the most unheard of Cruelties, nnd spread Terror and l)i!strneliuu 
around them, without Fear of Punishment or possibility of C'ontrol, as well as to 
form a proper Defence (in conjunction with tho well-disposed Inhabitants) uguiust 
such discomfited Rebels as fleeing from the Main Body of His Majesty's Forces, 
will have no otiicr Refuge to seek than this Interior defenceless C/Ountr3% and wlu>, 
forming tliemselvcs into Armed ]5ands, will Associate with the Needy and Disso- 
lute, nnd without Remorse, destroy all distinction of Tropcrty founded on Law, or 
Subject it to their depredation. Hie Restoration nnd Protection of Courts of Jus- 
tice, nnd of tho Civil Magistrate in tho due Kxecution of his Ofiice, on which is 
dependant the whole Security and Happiness of tho Subject, forms tiie great ulti- 
mate end of the proposed arrangement 

"Your Memorialist therefore Humbly Prays your Excellency will 
take the Premises into Consideration, and if the Measure pro- 
posed is favored with your Approbation that you will be pleased 
to lay the same before His Majesty's Ministers of State witli your 
Excellency's Oj)inion thereon. 

" And Your Memorialist will Irny. 
"Boston, 10th January, 1776." 

Frothingham's Siege of Boston, pp. 2-16, 247, 249, 201, 295. MSS. entitled 
"Revolution Messages," etc., which include a number of papci*s relative to Brush, 
in office Sec. State MmfS., 1776-1783, pp. 297-319. 
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ublc Bc.ison slioiilcl nrrivc." Under tlicBo circninBtanccs, Mr. 
Ijrnsli, niixioiis to be directed as to the disposal of the property 
in his possession, made application to General Howe, to Briga- 
dier-General James Kobcrtson, to the Quarter-Master General*, 
and to the Adjutant-General for advice. Robertson alone 
deigned to attend to the subject. At his request, Mr. Biiish 
engaged Charles Blasquet, Kichard Ilill, John Hill, and David 
Cuinnnghain, "under high wages," to devote "their whole timo 
and attention" to the business of packing and casing tlio goods 
he had collected, and of conveying them on board the brigan- 
tine Klizabeth, then lying in the harbor at Clark's wharf. Tliis 
vessel belonged to liichaixl Hart of Portsmouth, New Ilami)- 
shire, and had been purchased as a transport* h\ the confusion 
incident to the situation of the town, carts and boats could be 
])rocured onl}' with the greatest difficulty. Mr. Brush and his 
aids were, on this account, compelled to ship their goods by 
such conveyances as chance afforded, and as the brigantine was 
at that time in the charge of three persons only, two of whom 
were boys, and all inexperienced, the packages, which were but 
poorly put together, were worse bestowed. 

At this juncture, Cyrus Baldwin, a Boston merchant who had 
lelt town through fear of the British, and had retired toWoburn, 
wrote to AVilliam Jackson and his brother who still remained in 
]5<)ston, begging them to receive from him a power of attorney, 
and take the charge of his effects. With this request they com 
])lied, and soon after received fix)m him through his clerk, Mr. 
Shaw, the keys of his store. At the same time, Shaw removed 
to the store of the Jacksons a portion of his employer's goods for 
safer keeping. As it became more and more apparent that the 
British would be compelled to evacuate Boston earlier than they 
had intended, their conduct became more and more insolent 
Early in the month of March, a number of Tories who had taken 
l>opscssion of the house of one Mr. Marsh, which adjoined Bald- 
win's, came out by the scuttle and broke open Baldwin's house 
tlironiijh the roof. This act was performed in the dead of night 
On the following morning William Jackson, having received 
inrormation of whatluul liaj>pcncd, went to Baldwin's house, and 
upon examination discovered tliat, although some damage had 
been (lone, 3'et that several packages of goods which had been 
stored there, were untouched. He then remonstrated with 

♦ *• Tliifl vessel wns purelmsed by AVilliam Jnckson nt tl>e ]>rnzen llend." Kdea i 
lW,v|r,ii (inToWo, Mon»liiy, April 8, 1770. Connceticut Coiirnnt^ ^pril 15, M1C^ 
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thoso who had been gwilty of this burglary, on the "iniquit}' of 
such doings," but without much effect. On the 9th of March, 
which was Saturday, as he was approaching his storehouse, ho 
found Mr. Brush and a number of Iiis attendants in front of 
Baldwin's place of business, the next to his own. Brush imme- 
diately demanded of him the keys of Baldwin's storehouse ; de- 
clared that he had authority to seize his and other people's 
goods; pronounced Baldwin a rebel ; and vowed to break tho 
doora through in case peaceable entrance was not given. Being 
unable witliout aid to make a successful resistance, Jackson 
repaired in haste to General Howe. Meeting one of his aids-de- 
camp, he informed him of his situation, and in view of the 
power of attorney wliich he held fi*om Baldwin, asked to be de- 
fended in his rights. An orderly sergeant was thereupon 
deputed to return with him, with a verbal order tiuit Mr. Brush 
should not molest Baldwin's goods. The sergeant delivered a 
wrong message, and commanded Brush not to disturb the pro- 
perty of Jackson. Jackson corrected the mistake, but lirush 
refused to receive the correction unless it was made in writing 
and by tiie proper authority. On going the second time to head- 
quartei*8, Jackson was unable to see either of the aids-decamp. 
On liis return Mr. Brush and his men broke open BaUlwin's 
storeliouse, and having obtained conveyances, removed the 
greater part of its contents to the brigantine Elizabeth. 

Not satisfied with the power with which he had been vested, 
Mr. Brush obtained from General Howe, on the 10th of March, 
private instructions to seize thoso "goods," which, if retained 
by the rebels, would enable them to carry on the war, and 
" put them on board the Minerva ship, or the brigantine Eliza- 
beth." In accordance with these private instructions, General 
Howe, on the same day, which was Sunday, issued a procla- 
mation which, having been printed in tho form of a handbill, 
was posted in tho most conspicuous places in Boston, ordering 
the removal of " linen and woollen goods" from the j)lace, and 
declaring that any person who should secrete or retain articles 
of this description would be treated as " a favourer of rebels."* 

* Tho private iiiBtructions, which, with tho exception of Qcnerul Ilowc'a Big- 
nature, were in Mr. Brush's hand-writing, were as fonows : — 

*' Sir, — I am informed thore are large Quantities of GooiU in the Town of Boston, 
which, if in possession of the IlcbcUs, wouhl enable them to (^iirry on War. And 
Whereas, I have givon Notice to aU Lo3'al Inhabitants to remove such Good:i from 
hence, and that aU who do not remove them, or deliver tlicm to your Care, will 
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No R001UM* wnfl tliifl proclninntion isencd, than Mr. Bnifih began 
liis work of ]>hin(lcr. Kogardlcss of tlie sacred character of tlio 
day, he broke into the 8hops of Samuel Austin, John Scollay, 
John Kowc, John Barrett and Sons, Captain Dashwood, and 
Captain Partridge, whence ho removed goods to tlie vahie of 
several thousands of pounds sterling. From the shop of the 
Jacksons ho also took about twenty-five packages of goods, bnt 
these were treated with more care, for they were guarded by 
Jaincf) Jackson as far as the wharf whence they were shipped.* 
Nor did he confine himself to linens and woollens, the articles 
which had been declared contraband. His was an hidiscri- 

Ims considerecl fis abettors of Rebclla. Ton are hereby AnthoriEed and Reqaired 
to tnko into your Possession all such Goods as answer this description, and to 
give Certificates to the Owners that you have received them for their use, and will 
drh'vcr thctn in the Owners* Order, unnyoidnble Accidents excepted. And you are 
to nmke enquiry, if any such Goods be secreted or left in Stores, and you are to 
Seize all such and put them on Board the Minerva, Ship, or Brigantine Elizabeth. 

" Given under my hand at Ilead Quarters, 
"Boston, tills tenth Day of March, 1776. 

"W. HowR, 
" Com' Ch£ 
" To Crran Brush, Esquire." 

The follow inf; is a copy of the proclamniion of General Ilowe, which, in the 
form of a handbill, was posted in the town of Boston : — 

" By Ilis ExceUeney 
"William IIowr, 

" Major General, Ac. Ac. Ac 
" As Unncn and Woolen Goods are Articles much wanted by the Rebels, and 
would aid and awist them in their Rebellion, the Commander-in-Chief expeeta 
that all goo<l Subjects will use their utmost Endeavors to have all such Articles 
conve^'M from this Tlace: Any who have not Opportunity to convey tJieir 
(2oods under tlicir own Care, may deliver them on Board the Minerva at llub- 
linrd's Wh.'irf, to Crean Bruth^ Ksq. ; mark'd with tlieir Names, who will give a 
Certificate of the Delivery, and will oblige himself to return them to the Owners, 
nil unavoidable Accidents excepte<l. 

" If nftcr this Notice any Person secretes or Keeps in his Possession such Arti- 
cles, lie will be treated ns a Favourer of Uebela. 
'•Boston, March 10th, 1776." 

MSS. in ofRco Soc. State Mn^ Frothinj^hamV Siege of Boston, pp. 806, 307. 

• Some i«lca of the manner in which the plundering of the town of Boston was 
conducted, mny be gained by a perusal of the annexed inventory, drawn by 
.Iamc» Jnckson, " of sundry packages taken by Crean Brush out of Mr. Cyruf 
Baldwin's store, March 10, 1776." 

*'7 Trunks, 9 Boxes, 9 Casks, 1 C/Ountcr, 11 Bales, 1 Bng Pepper, 1 Bag All- 
spice, I Cask Indigo, 3 Quires small and 1 Quire large Press papers, Sundry Loose 
Ones, I Black Walnut Desk, 1 Writing Desk, 1 Pewter Dish, 1 Small organ in the 
chamber, 4 Chaii*s, 1 Pewter Dish." 
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minnto robbery, and every tbing portable on wliicb lie could 
lay his haude, if of vuhie« was tumbled with the iittuost coufii- 
siou into the hold of the brigantine Elizabeth. On the next 
day he renewed his depredations with vigor. "Shops wera 
stripped by him of all tlieir goods, though the ownera were in 
town." Dwelling houses were plundered of their contents, and 
what could not be carried oflf was destroyed. Mr. Brush after- 
wards bore witness to his activity in these words : — " I solemnly 
aver, that from the 5th to the 13th of March, my own assiduity 
was so great that I did not in any one night allow myself more 
than two houra sleep." For four days, commencing on tlio 
day on which the last proclamation was dated, the destruction 
of private property in Boston was immense. Tliose engaged in 
tliese scenes cared but little for the order which declared that 
the soldiers who should be "caught plundering" should be 
"hanged on the spot," and were not hindered in their lawless 
work by the rain which fell during the greater part of the time.* 
On tlie 12th of March, John lliil, one of Mr. Brush's assist- 
ants, wrote to Brigadier-Qeneral Bobertson for assistance. lie 
stated that his employer and othei's had hided the Klizabeth 
with " a valuable cargo of rebels' goods ;" that one Captain 
Wheaton had assumed the command, but was incapable of fulKl- 
ling his trust ; that he had crowded her with twenty passengera, 
" besides seven negroes," among whom there was not one per- 
son who could superintend her navigation ; that there were 
neither provisions nor water on board ; that the passcngei*s 
were in confusion, and the cargo in chaos. lie further de- 
clared that should the vessel put to sea in her present state, she 
would undoubtedly be lost, and begged in behalf of Mr. Brusli, 
that she might be provided with a fit master, and four compe- 
tent seamen, and that all "superfluous persons" might here- 
moved from her. On the same day, William and James Jack- 
son proceeded to Brigadier-Qeneral Bobertson's quartere, for 
the purpose of obtaining from Mr. Brush througli him, a receipt 
for the goods of Baldwin. Samuel Austin and John Scollay, 
two of the selectmen of Boston, and Captains Partridge and 
Dashwood were already there, endeavoring to obtain informa- 
tion concerning their property. Mr. Brush produced manifests 
of the goods of these gentlemen, and even furnished them with 
receipts, but of the elfeets of Baldwin he could give no account 

* Gordon's Uist of tho War, ii. 42-44. Frothingham's Siege of BostoD, pp. 
807, SOS. 
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Sonic conversation then ensned relative to Mr. Brush's condiicf, 
Avlien llobertson, in order probably to put an end to the com- 
]>1aint8 which had arisen on account of the recklessness ^vith 
which Mr. Brush had conducted the seizure of the "rebels'" 
goods, gave oixlcrs that the KHzabeth should fall down the har- 
bor, it had been ex])ected that Boston would be evacuated on 
tlie 15th, but owing to an easterly breeze which rendered exit 
from the harbor unsafe, the departure of the troops was dc- 
hived. The next day was spent by the soldiers in " defacing 
lurniture, damaging goods, and breaking open stores." On 
Sunday, !^[arch the 17th, the embarkation commenced at an 
early hour, ami before night the fleet was harbored in Nantas- 
ket Jload. Mr. Brush leil in the Elizabeth, and was accompa- 
nied by William Jackson, who had detennined to remain with 
his property, to protect it, if he should be able. 

The situation of the Elizabetli was unpromising in the ex- 
treme. The packages which had been thrown in indiscrimi- 
nately were broken ojicn, and the goods were lying loose in the 
hold from one end of the vessel to the other. Wheaton, the 
temporary captain, and Mr. Bnish were continually difTering, 
each pretending to the command, and no care had been taken 
to lay in a store oF provisions. As soon as General Howe 
arrived at N.intasket, Jackson, who was still there, wrote to 
him, informing him of the service he, as "a subject," had done 
" in the detection and discovery of persons concerned in fraudu- 
lently taking away the property of divers merchants," and 
askcMl to be appointed to take the charge of the cargo on board 
the Klizabeth, then " under the care of Mr. Brush." By the 
a<lvice of Major Sherift*, Jackson repaired to the ship of Admi- 
ral Shuldham in King Koad, on board of which General IIowo 
had his hca<l-quarters. He was there met by Captain Balfour, 
Ifowe's aid-de-camp, who begged him to return to the brigan- 
tino, and ])roniiRed that he would soon follow. Not long after, 
Jhigadicr-Gencral llobertson and Major Grant, the commandant 
of tlic 55th regiment, visited the Elizabeth, with a party of men, 
in ]>lacc of Balfour. To them Jackson made known the situation 
of aU'aii*s, and informed them that the goods of several pei*sons 
wlii(!li had been taken, were not to be found on the brigantine. 
]]y their aid a search was instituted, and the lost property, among 
M hicli was that of Mr. Baldwin, was discovered " on board a 
sliij) called the Peggy." Jackson thereupon agreed to attend 
to the preservation oi' the cargo of the Elizabeth, and a couple 
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of men were sent to assist liim in its stowage. Large quantifies 
of goods were afterwards removed from the Peggy to the Eliza- 
beth, but the property which was hidden under the wlieat and 
flour, which formed a part of the cargo of the former vessel, 
was not then discovered. 

On Tliui-sday, the 21st of March, Admiral Shuldham of tho 
British fleet, ordered Petxsr Hamsay, a midshipman on tho 
Chatham, to take the captaincy of the Elizabeth. AVith him 
were sent sailoi-s, together with a sergeant and twelve privates 
of the 4th, or King's Own Ilcgiment, tliat the vessel might 
be both navigated and defended. For a few days following, 
the crew were busily engaged in taking in provisions, and 
in making the necessary preparations for the voyage. Ar- 
rangements having been completed, and a number of women 
and cliildren Iiaving been taken on board as ])as8engers, tho 
Elizabeth set sail for Halifax, Nova Scotia, between the houi^s 
of three and four, on tho afternoon of Friday, the 29th of 
March, under convoy of tho British Bhii>-of-war the Niger. On 
Tuesday, the 2d of April, Commodore John Manly in the Han- 
cock, coming up with tho brigantine, which had in tho nu*an 
time parted from her convoy, flred a broadside at her. This 
was returned by a volley of small arms from the sergeant's 
party on board the Elizabeth. At this juncture Capt. Daniel 
Watcw in Uie Lee, and Capt John Ayres in the Lynch, joined 
the Commodore. Escape was now impossible. Between the 
houi*8 of four and five in the afternoon the lilizabcth struck her 
colors. Captain Ramsay and all on board were made prison- 
er, and the brigantine was floated into Piseataqua river in 
New Hampshire. 

The most important prisoners were on Thursday, the 11th of 
April, brought before the Council of Massachusetts, then in ses- 
sion at Watertown, and examined. Mr. Brush did not deny tho 
charges which were adduced against him, and even acknow- 
ledged that he took some articles which were not " woollens or 
linens ;" but " this," said he, " was owing to the owners them- 
selves, who would not inform mo which packages contained 
them." The statements made by Captain Kamsay were strictly 
true. William Jackson declared that he had taken ])assage in 
the Elizabeth in order to i)rotect his own and Mr. Baldwin's 
property, and that he had never been acquainted wilh ISfr. 
Brush till he met him at General Howe's (juarters. Another 
prisoner, one Edward Iveighley, stated tluit he Wiis a passenger 
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in the EliznLctli Avhcn she was taken, nud that Iio had on board 
of her a quantity of goods, whicli it was liis design to caiTy to 
Halifax and *' nuikc tlic best of." lie also asserted that tliero 
were five [>er8on8 on tlic Eliz^abeth who had been imprisoned 
on account of the share they had taken in phnidering the town 
of J>o8tc)n, and in secretitig the booty in the hold of the Peggy. 
On the day following this examination, the " major part of 
the Council" directed the keeper of the jail at Boston to take 
into his custody, Croan Ihnish, William Jackson, Peter Ramsay, 
J'Mward Keighley, and llichard Newton, " lately taken in their 
flight from lioston, in attempting to carry away from thence, 
under the protection of the British fleet, large quantities of 
goods, wares, and merchandizes, the rightful property of the 
inhabitants" of the town of Boston. The first three prisoners 
were ordered to be placed "each in an apartment by himself;" 
were denied the use of pen, ink, and paper, and candles ; and 
M'cr(5 not permitted to converse wuth any pereon unless in the 
])rc.sence of the jailer. Mr. Brush was not only subjected to 
tliese restrictions, but was also handcuffed. Among the papers 
of Brush was found an unfinished letter, which was published 
in Edes's Boston Gazette a few days after its author had been 
imprisoned, in order, as was stated by the editor in his prefatoiy 
remarks, " that the good people of these colonies may see the 
unwearied attenqits of our implacable enemies to enslave them."* 

* TliiA loiter TTiu irithont date or oddrcss, and was in ihtse words: — 
'* Sir : Itic niovomciit of tlio troo|>8 from Boston to Canoda is the only mensure 
^vliit'h n^^urcs success in the reduction of America to due obedience, irhich, I 
tni^t^ f'ir, 3-0U xriU remember to have been nn observation of mine to you in Feb- 
rimry, 17 «».'». Fnnn the frontiers of that Prorince, the troops can, with great 
fiu'ilily, piwflws the interior fertile country, which forms the great object of Rebel 
rc«ourcc9, and, by throwing the disaffected inhabitants in crowds upon an already 
cxhnuHtcd and almost barren sea-coast, and keeping them confined there, they 
inu<«t be reduced by famine without a blow, provided a proper fleet is stationed 
on the const of the Atlnntick, to harass them on that quarter, and prevent foreign 
succours. The rivers, lakes, and streams, connected with, and contiguous to, the 
ISivcrSt. Lawrence, must be the channels through which this desirable object is 
to be accomplished — the River Kenncbeck, whose source is ncor that of the River 
Clinudicrc, ompf3'inf^ into the St Jjiwrcnco River, n few miles above Quebeck ; 
iho. Sngo l?ivcr, which separates the Province of New Hampshire from the Pro- 
vince of Maine ; the Uivcr Merrimack, rising about latitude 43° ; the River Con- 
necticut, whose source is in about latitude 4(>°, near the Lake Do St Francois, in 
the River St Lawrence; Hudson's, Su?queliannah, Delaware, and Ohio Rivers, 
with the lakes fonnincj these rivers and streams issuing into them. For on the 
banks of those Inkos, rivers, and streams, arc the fertile lands ; and the whole set- 
tlements in the inferior ]»nrf8 arc chiefly formed on them. You will be pleased, 
sir, In oxcnse the liberty 1 have already taken, and indulge me until I lay before 
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A memorial was aleo found among his ])npci*8, adilrcssccl to 
Brigadier-Qeneral James Ilobertson. In this, lie gave a partial 
aceount of his doings in Boston, and blamed those of the rebcU 
Avho had found fault witli his rutKraiism. deferring to the^c 
unreasonable grumblore, he said : — " Your memorudibt bega 
leave to assure your Honor, that he is fully able to prove that 
his conduct towards them was governed with politeness and 
moderation. True it is, that when attempts were nuide to en- 
gage his attention in tedious dissertations on Magna Clnirta and 
the rights of British subjects, with intent to retard him in the 
execution of his office, he did interrupt such harangues, and 
M'ith an irony which inflamed their resentment, compHmentod 
them on their eloquence, which had in town meetings been so 
successful as to throw all America into confusion." lint lie 
further asserted that remarks like tliese were always accompa- 
nied by the declaration, that he ^^ was upon business" which 
he was '^ determined to execute without interruption." In 
another memorial intended for General Howe, which seemed 
to be a companion-piece to the above, he employed a similar 
stylo in his renun*ks. In one instance only did he turn aside 
fmm the justiflcation of his own acts, in order to connnend to 
favor the four men and their families, who " neglected their 
own concerns to serve government," when he procured their 
assistance in breaking o])en the shops of Boston. 

you tho method I wouM pursue in taking possession of any cnpitul river; which, 
if it furnishes n hint which amy facilitate tlie openilions on any others, I shouhl 
esteem myself vei-y happy. The plan I wouhl lay down relates only to the Uivor 
Couneeticut — an object of the greatest consequence, as it furnis the granary uf 
Massnohusetts Buy and Coimecticut And I request you may believe, tliat what 
I advance is not founded on more speculative knowledge, fuunded on maps, hut 
from the actual experience of many years traversing that river, from Its mouth 
to latitude 46", where I had an opportunity of thoroughly inspecting its fulls. On 
Bup()osition, therefore, that the body of Uegulars on this expedition consists of one 
thousand five hundred men, tho like number of Canadians, and one hun<1rcd Indi- 
ans, with arms and ammunition, and six small ficld-piecca, :he whole to [irocced 
together from Quebeck to Lake De St Francois, wiih ubout one hundred ami fifty 
lioraes, or more, if possible, and birch canoes sufticient to carry such provisions 
and light baggage as may be necessary: the distance from tho l^ke De St Fran- 
cois to the source of Connecticut River may be about six days' umrch ; and iu 
this the whole difficulty consists. However, tho Canadians, who are good axe- 
men, covered by an advanced party ond Indian guides, might cut tuit buuh fallen 
timber as may lay across the path, and fill up such gullcys with logs and cartl* 
as would otherwise obstruct the umrch of the artillery. Inuncdialcly on enter- 
ing the settled townships on Connecticut Uivcr, a printed pa[icr, to tlie purpoit 
or elTect following, might bo distributed." — Edcs's Hoston (iazettc, A\nW 15, 
1776 
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One of tlicsc four men, John IUll, Imd been taken when the 
Elizabetli was captui'cd. On his examination, as no evidence 
was adduced against liini, ho was dismissed. It M*as afterwards 
ascertained, in the M'ords of the Council of Massachusetts, that 
wlicn lie was liret made prisoner, lie had on board the brigan- 
tinc, in his possession, ^' chests, trunks, and packages of goods 
and merchandize, to the vahie of £300 sterling, supposed to 
luive been stolen from the distressed inhabitants of the town of 
l>oston ;" and tliat he had been ^^ an assistant to Crean Brush 
in his late unwarrantable and high-handed tlicfts and robbe- 
rioR." For these reasons, the Council, on the 25tli of April, 
issued an order for liis re-arrest. Having been taken at Mar- 
blehcad, ho was sent by the committee of correspondence of 
that town to Boston. On the 30th of April, he was again 
brought before tho Council, and, having been examined by 
Benjamin Chadboum, Mr. Cushing, and Mr. Sullivan, lie was 
sent to " Boston Jail," tliere to be confined as a prisoner until 
he should a])pear before tlie seven justices of the peace of the 
county of Suffolk, "appointed to try associators and abettors 
of the ministerial army." After remaining in prison for a 
month, Hill, on the 4tli of June, petitioned for his release, 
alleging as reasons the dying condition of his wife, and the 
starving state of his mother and daughter. His request was 
probably granted, for it is well known that cruelty was not a 
characteristic of the conduct of the Americans in the war of 
the revolution. 

In a letter to the Council of Massachusetts, dated the lOtli 
of June, William Jackson, anotlier of the prisoners, asserted 
that he had not been " in any shape concerned with Brush," 
and agreed to prove his words by an appeal to that individual. 
In consequence of this letter, Jackson was again brought before 
the Council, on tho 13th, and was re-examined. At the close 
of the interview, he drew up a detailed account of the part 
he had taken in the scenes which had been lately enacted in 
Boston, in which he represented himself as a succorer of tliose 
who had snfTcrcd by tho vindictivcness of Mr. Brush. In 
proof of his innocence, he presented six certificates from Bos- 
ton gentlemen. Two of these were signed by John Scollay 
and Samuel Austin. On the 13th of July following, he was 
still in jail, Rubject to the rcstrictionR which had been placed 
upon hii]i three months previous. When the subject of the 
ca])tnre of the Elizabeth was discussed in Congress, a few 
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months later, tho conduct of William Jncksou and of hU 
brother James was spoken of without reprobation, and in such 
a manner as would lead to the conclusion that the former was 
not at that time in confinement 

The cargo of the Elizabeth, though varied in its character, 
was very valuable. Its worth was stated by William Jackson 
at £20,000 sterling, and the Boston newspaper raised theso 
figures to £85,000 sterling. Hegarding the vessel and its lading 
as a lawful prize, the captors expected their full quota of tho 
net proceeds. On the other hand, the ownei's of the brigtintino 
and her cargo laid claim to their respective property. Josliua 
Wentworth, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, appeared in 
behalf of tho captore, and John Lowell, of Newburyport, Mas- 
sachusetts, for the claimants. Tlie latter gentleman obtained 
from the office of the secretary of Massachusetts, tlie papera 
which Iiad been taken from Brush, in order that ho might 
prove by them the ownership of the vessel and cargo. Samuel 
Austin, John Bowo, Oapt. S. Partridge, Capt. Samuel J)ash- 
wood, and John Scollay, the merchants whose stores had been 
most thoroughly plundered, presented a })etition to Congress on 
tho 21st of May, desiring that particular attention might bo 
given to their situation. Wentworth, nieantinie, fully awaro 
of tho peculiar difficulties of the case he had undertaken, wrote 
to Stephen Moylan for advice. On the 2l8t of August, Went- 
worth, in behalf " as well of the United States of America, as 
of John Manly, Daniel Watera, and John Ayrcs, commanders ; 
and the officers, marines, and mariners, of the three armed ves- 
sels, Hancock, Lee, and Lynch," exhibited a libel before Joshua 
Brackett, judge of the court maritime of New Hampshire, 
" against the brigantine Elizabeth, commanded by Peter IJam- 
say ; and her cargo ; and Richard Hart, of Portsmouth, in 
New Hampshire, owner of the said brigantine; and William 
Jackson and othci-s, of lioston, in the state of ;R[assachuBetts- 
Bay, ownei's of sundry goods and merchandize on hoard 
of her." The merits of the case having been set forth by 
counsel, the judge decided that the brigantine and so much 
of her cargo as was claimed, should be restored to the respec- 
tive claimants, and that the claimants should recover their leg;;', 
costs of coui-t. 

From this sentence, Wentworth appealed to Congress. His 
appeal was read on the i2th of September, and on the .-^Otli (.f 
tho same month, the Boston sullurers petitioned Oongivs.s to 
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lioar nnd determine the appeal. Tlio sulyect was comniltted to 
tlic consideration of Robert Treat Paine, Samuel Huntington, 
Thomas Stone, Oei»rgo Wythe, and Hichard Sniitli, with full 
powers to hear and determine. On the 14th of October, they 
gave in their report to Congress, which was agreed to. By it, 
they declared that the Eh'zabeth, "not being an armed or a 
transport vessel emjdoyed in the present war against the United 
States, nor carrj'ing provisions, or other necessaries, to the 
Ih'itish army or nav}', within any of the United colonies," could 
not be forfeited. But they further decided, that the owners of 
the brigantino and cargo — M'ho, probably, " would have lost 
Iheir whole property," had not ^lanly and his colleagues inter- 
fered — ought to make a reasonable satisfaction to the re-captors. 
On these grounds, the sentence of the court was found errone- 
ous, and was ordered to bo "reversed and annulled." • In place 
of it, the court maritime was directed to restore the Elizabeth 
and such parts of her cargo as had been previously claimed, to 
the respective claimants, upon their paying to the United 
Stat^^s and the re-captors, one twelfth part of the value claimed. 
As to the rest of the cargo, it was decided that it should bo 
Fold, and that the proceeds, " after deducting the like propor- 
tion and for the same uses," should bo retained for the ]>ei'sons 
who should herealter prove their right to the same. Liberty 
was also given to the appellant*^, to recover against the claim- 
ants, their costs as well in the court maritime as in the prosecu- 
tion of their a]>peal at Philadelphia; and in this shape tho 
canso was sent back, that the sentence of Congress might bo 
carried into execution. By a resolution which followed tho 
adoption of this report. Congress, as an act of charity, released 
that j)art of the twelfth, wliich, in lieu of salvage, had been 
adjudged to the United States, and restored it to the owncra of 
the goods with which the Elizabeth had been freighted.* 

^Meantime Brush remained a close prisoner in tho jail at 
Boston. His habits, it is stated, were not at this period of the 
iiiost teinj)eratc nature, and there is a tradition that he would 
often boguilc his leisure houi*s by an undue indulgence in 
strong liqn(M*s. In the month of January, 1777, his wife ar- 
rived at Boston, and there remained during the rest of that 

• MS. Rcfoliition Council Pftpcre, in oflRcc Sec. Stnte Mnw., 1776, 1776, i. 810, 
?^'il ; 1770, li. nr?, 64, 78-05. American Aroliivcs, Fonrtli Scries, vol. v. cole. 
177, \y.)\, lOrt.^, 1201, 1200, 1701 ; vol. vi. col. 081. C-onnccticut Courant, April 
20tli, 1770. JourniiLs Ain. Congress, i. 349, 471, 502, 607, 516-617. 
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year. By a paragrapli in tlie New York Gazette of August 
25th, 1777, chronicling the amval in that city of Michael 
Nailer, previously a prisoner at Boston, it appeara that Brush 
had been lately tried on three indictments found against hiui 
by the gi*and jury of Massachusetts, on account of his partici- 
pation in the plundering of Boston, and had been '' honorably 
acquitted." Whether this statement was true or false, one 
thing is certain, that his acquittal did not procure his release. 
This was effected in a manner far different. On Wednesday, 
the 6th of November following, Mi*s. Brush, as was her custom, 
visited her husband in liis cell, and remained with liim several 
houra. Tlie time for locking up the prisonei*s for the night 
having come, she was requested to terminate her visit. As 
tlie turnkey stood at the door, waiting for her appearance, a 
tall figure hi woman's garb passed out of the cell, walked with 
deliberation to the outer door, and disappeared in the dark- 
ness. The tumkey threw the bolt forward to its place, little 
imagining, as was the case, that Mr. Brush had escaped in his 
wife's clothing, and reported all the prisoners secure for the 
night. On the next morning, when he shoved up the slide 
which closed the loophole through which food was passed, no 
response was given to his summons, and no hand appeared to 
take the proffered breakfast. Having called several times, 
Mi's. Brush, who was the sole occupant of the cell, at length 
replied, " I am not Mr. Brush's keeper," but refused to give 
any information concerning her husband. 

Immediately on escaping, Mr. Brush set out for New York, 
having been funiished by his wife with the means of accom- 
plishing the journey, and with a horse, which he found tied at a 
place she had designated. On Sunday, the 16tli of November, 
he reached the place of his destination, and the arrival of the 
man who for " upwards of nineteen months" had been " a pri- 
soner in Boston Gaol," was duly noticed in the next day's ga- 
zette.* Mr. Brush now directed his efforts to the recovery of 
his property, and especially of his lands on the New Hamp- 
shire Grants. Owing to his previous acts and character, and 
to the hatred towards Tories, which the condition of New York 
at that time did not tend to lessen, he made but little progress 
in his endeavors, and became dispirited. Nor did he succeed 
any better in an attempt which he made to obtain from the 

• New York Gazette, Monday, November I7th, 1777. 
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c.*»ninmiHlcr of the British forces in tlmt city redress for tlie 
injuries lie had received, and compensation for tlie losses ho 
had sustained on 1)ehalf of the King. Goaded by the scorpion 
>vhip8 of renioi"8c ; t(X) ]»roud to strive to redeem the eri'oi's of 
his post life by living honorably iu tlie futnre ; nnable to en- 
dure, longer, 

" tho whips and scorns of time^ 

the lnw*B delay, 

The inftolence of oiBce ;** 

making but little account of tho dread responsibility incurred 
by him who cares not that the Everlasting has fixed 

" His canon 'gainst self-slanghter ;" 

he chose to exchange the miseries of the present for the uncei- 
tainties of eternity, and to rush imcalled into the presence of 
his Maker. On a cold moniing in the following spring, he 
stood alone in his chamber, the shadow of black yeara behind 
him, and the gloomier darkness of an imi)enetrable future be- 
fore, lliere was little in the room to cheer a soul like his. 
The fire had died on the hearth, and the Avhite ashes and tho 
halt-coiiRumed brand were fit emblems of the seared heart 
which was pej)ulchrcd in his bosom. Tlie frost had gathered 
on the soiled and weather-stained M'indows, aud the liglit which 
struggled through them seemed to have lost its strength in tho 
efiort and left nothing but its dimness as the evidence of its 
j)re?cnce. Hie answer which but a few hours before the Bri- 
tiRli commander had made him, when he spoke of his sufifer- 
ings — the answer, " Your conduct merited them, and more," 
was still sounding in his ears. A repoi-t, as of fire-arms, drew 
the attention of curious people to the building M'hence the 
n(»ipc i)roeceded. Mr. Brush was found upon the floor — wel- 
tering in blood — a pistol in his hand — a bnllet-hole in his head — 
his brains besmearing the walls of the apartment — dead.* 

* A trndltionnl account of tliie occurrence is, flmt he cut liis throat "with n 
roxor in a lawyer's ofTice "which he wns accustomed to frequent, while the lawyer 
hn<l gone out to get pome fuel for the purpose of making n fire. In a Boston 
paper of that time is recorded the following paragraph, which supports the state* 
mcni of tlic text: — 

" I'rom Now York, we learn tlmt the noforiotts CREAN nUUSII (who was 
f ome 'lime Rinec released from Confinement in this Town) after his Arrival in that 

40 
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A few months provioiis to this occurrence, Iiis wife had asked 
leave of the Council of Mtissnchusetts to go to IwhiKle Ibhmd. 
On the 7th of January, 1Y78, her request wjis granted. Lihcrty 
was given her to proceed to Providence, and tlience, jirovided 
Major- General Spencer "should indulge her with a flag," to 
Newport. At the same time the commissary of prisoners waa 
directed to see that she carried with her no papei*s or letters 
detrimental to the United States. 

By the will of Mr. Brush, which was dated "in Boston 
Gaol," the "Eigliteenth Day of October in the year of our 
Lord, 1777, and in the eighteenth year of his Majesty's Reign," 
his whole property, after the payment of his debts, was given 
to his wife during her widowhood. In case of her re-marriage, 
she was to receive one-third of the estate, and tlie remaining 
two-thirds were to be divided equally between Jiis daughter, 
Elizabeth Martha, and his step-daughter, Frances. On tho 
death of Mra. Brush, her share was to descend to tho flrbt 
named daughter. Provision was made for other contingencies, 
and in the event of the death of his wife and daughter, lii;i 
whole estate was to bo divided- between his " sister Keheccu, 
the wife of the Reverend Doctor Cla'rke of the county of Down 
in the Kingdom of Ireland," and his cousins John Brush, mer- 
chant and planter, of the island of Tobago, and Richard Ihnisli, 
merchant, of the island of Madeira. Of this will, his wife was 
nominated executrix, and his friends Goldsbrow Banyar, John 
Church, and Simeon Oleott, executors. It was proved beloro 
Gary Ludlow, the surrogate of the city and county of New 
York, on the 14th of April, 1778, and at the same time, Mrs. 
Brush qualified as executrix. Mr. Brush owned, it is supposed, 
about 25,000 acres of land in the province of New York j)ro- 
per, and a little less than that amount on the New Hampshire 
Grants, but his heii*s were able to obtain possession only of a 
very small portion of this part of his estate.* 

In accordance with the advice of Ira Allen, tho Council of 
Safety of Vermont appointed conmiissioners of sequestration 

Loyal City, opplied to the Commander there, fur a ConsiilcrAtion of tho Insults 
and, as he told tlic Story, the many Losses <bc. he met Avhilo hero, when ho ro- 
ceived for Answer ' Your Conduct merited them, and more,' wliich so enraged 
liim that ho retired to hii Chnmbor, where, with a Pistol, lie hesnieared (lie Koum 
with his Hrains." — Tlie Independent Clirouiule and Uuivei'sul Advertiser, Thun»* 
day, May 21, 1778. 

• Will of Crcun Brush. 
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tm tlio 2Slh of July, ITTT, and gave tlicin power " to seize all 
lands, teiienieiits, goods and cliatteis of an}*^ pcreon or peraons" 
in the slate mIio had "repaired to the enemy," and to apply 
the revenue arising from the sale of the personal and the leasing 
of the rcjU i>n>perty, to the maintenance of the state. Inter- 
]»rcting this order with a meaning of which it was in no way 
susceptil)io, private individuals seized upon the doomed pro- 
l»crty, and ai)propriated it to their own use. As an instance 
of this easy method of transfer, it will be sufficient to refer to 
the conduct of Leonard Spaulding, of Dummerston, who, on 
the 4th *»f Fehruary, 1778, by virtue of the order of confisca- 
tion, took }H»8Re6sion of "Timothy I^veirs wood-farm" in 
Itockingham, the "Governor's meadow "jit Westminster, and 
two lots and a barn in the latter place, the property of Crean 
J hush. On the J]Oth of March, 1778, he also seized upon the 
"Dawes place" in Putney, which had formerly belonged to 
Mr. IJrush.* 

Owing to the confusion incident to the war, and to the forma- 
ti(»n of Vermont as a separate government^ much of the reve- 
mie arising from the estates of Tories foimd other channels than 
those wliich led to the treasury of the state. But with the par- 
tial restoration of order, the abuses which had obtained in this 
])articnlar were not unheeded. By an order of the Council, 
dated .June 17th, 1778, the estate of Crean Brush was taken 
from the hands ol* the commissioners of sequestration, and was 
given in charge to Nathaniel liobinson and others, with autho- 
rity to k»ase it, and pay t)ie proceeds to the state. By another 
(»rder, (Mnanating from the same authority, dated June 18tli, 
1778, Paul Spooner was apjwinted a commissioner to receive 
from " John (liurclt, I'iqr., of Charlestown and the M'idow Mary 
Bellows of Waljwile," " divere books and other eflfects, formerly 
the ])ro])erty of Crean Brush and othere, now with the enemies 
of the llnite<l States of America," and to "make duo returns 
of his doings" jit the next session of the General Assembly, to 
be holdcn at Windsor on the second Thui-sday of the following 
October. For the purpose of j>rotecting tlic state from the 
influence ot* its foes, an act was passed by the General Assem- 
1)]}' in February, 1770, forbid ling the return of all inimical 
pci-Rons, under the penalty of being " whipped on tlie naked 
back, not more tlian forty no/ less than twent}' stripes." Any 

* Vt. Council Rccor<l8. 
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ono who should continue in tho stato a month, or who shouhl 
again return after a iii*8t conviction, was to snficr deatli, and 
tho crime of liarboring an enemy was made punisliable by a 
fine of £500. In a list accompanying this act, containing the 
names of one lumdred and twenty-eight persons, to whom its 
provisions were especially applicable, the name of Crean Brush, 
of Westminster, although he had been dead already a year, 
was included.* 

It is impossible, at this distance of time, to ascertain tho 
names of those who became the owners, by purchase, seizure, 
or otherwise, of the property of this unfortunate loyalist, llio 
following data may not, however, prove uninteresting to pei*son8 
residing in those localities where the old method of designating 
lands is understood. Of the real estate of Crean Brush situated 
in Westminster, and comprising, among other items, live thou- 
sand or six thousand acres of land, Ste])hen E. Bradley pur- 
chased of Tliomas Ohandler, connnissioner, house lot number 
58, on the 10th of September, 1779. The General Assembly 
quit-claimed to William Crook, by a resolution dated October 
22d, 1779, ''all right and title to a certain mill place," com- 
prising about two acres in lot number 8 of the lifth nuige. 
William Hyde bought, on tho 20tli of June, 1780, lot nuud>er 
G in the fifth range of one hundred acre lots. I^t number 2 in 
the fourth range, containing one hundred acres, was ])iirehased 
by Nathan Fibk on the 24th of June, 1780. William Crook 
bought of Thomas Chandler, on tlie 3d of October, 1780, lots 
numbci*8 9 and 10 in tho third range of eighty aero lots. The 
library and furniture of Mr. Brush were scattered among the 
households of the neighborhood in which lie resided. Books, 
bearing on their fly leaves his name, in the round, full aiuto- 
graph, which he had acquired while serving in the oflice of the 
deputy secretary of the province of New York, are still to bo 
fouiul in some of the houses which border the Connecticut, and 
the old clock, whose strokes fell on the ear of the jovial Tory, 
at midnight oftcner tlum at morning, is still preserved, and con- 
tinues to nuu'k with accuracy the fleeting hours, as it has done 
for the last hundred ycars.f 

After her second bereavement, it is not known how long 
Mi's. Brush renuiined a widow. In 1783 she was the wife of 

• Vermont Council Rccor.U. Vt. Laws, Febnmry, 1770, p. 72. Slode's Vt. 
State Papcra, pp. :i55, lioG. 

f Various MS. Meuiorniula in office Sec. State N. Y. 
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Patrick Wall,* mid, with her huBbnnd, resided in New York 
city. They nflerwards removed to Westminster, at which 
l)lacc she 6[)eiit the remainder of her life. In the will of Grean 
Jh'ush, his step-daughter, France?, is referred to as tlio wife of 
Captain ]iuclianan. On the marriage of her mother with Pa- 
trick Wall, one-third of the estate of her step-father came into 
her possession, by virtno of the will, whose main provisions 
have been already cited. When Mrs. Wall came to reside at 
Westminster, Mrs. Buchanan, then n widow, accompanied her. 
Slie was a dashing woman, and early attracted the attention of 
the (piiet townV])eople, to whom a bearing as imperious as that 
which she exhibited was wholly new. During some one of his 
frequent visits to Westminster, Gen. Ethan Allen, at tliat time a 
wi(h>wer, formed an acquaintance with Mi's. Buchanan, which 
subsequently ripened into a warm, but, for a time, singularly inter- 

* Tlioiigh A tailor by occiipaiiony Patrick Wall was a man of education, kind 
in <li<>|>osition, cniirtcotis in manners, and, as John Kelly declared of him, one who 
knew " a i;ciod deal of the world.** lie was an Irishman by birth, but at the time 
of the revolution, was practising his craft in Boston. His situation during a por 
tion of that |>eriod may be inferred from the annexed ))etition : — 

"To (he Ilonomble the Council of the State of Massachusetts Bay. 

" The Petition of Patrick Wall of Boston, Taylor, Humbly sheweth— 

" That 3*our Petitioner is in very great distress, as he cannot find business suf« 
ficirnt fo support himself and family, and having already exhausted his whole 
sulistance for his sulinistcnce hitherto, hath the melancholy prospect of an ni>- 
proachiuf; winter, wherein he must inevitably suffer the utmost hardships front 
his incapacity to procure the common necessaries of life. 

"That your Petitioner in addition to the calamities which threaten him witli 
extreme |MivcKy nnd distress, hath many months been afllietcd with Tiolent pains 
in hi<« limlM and for want of proper exercise finds himself falling into a dropsical 
habit of iMjdy. 

" That in order to avoid the gloomy prospect with which he is surrounded, 
your petitioner, as the only means which promises relief, is willing and desirous 
of taking a pa.«snge for New York, being advised tliat the voyage thither would 
tend towards Ills finding means of getting a passage home to his native country, 
nnd laying his bones nmongst those of his fathers. 

*' Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays that your ITonoui-s in tender con 
Fidcrntion of the premises, may be favourably pleased to pass an order permitting 
your Petitioner to deport with his family for New York in the next cartel bound 
to that plncc. 

" HoMon, 20Srpt>, 1777." 

I lis request was granted by an order of the Council, and the commissary of 
]>rif»«»ncr« was directed to examine nil the letters, papers, etc., which he and his 
foniily might de.^irc to take with them. Subsequent events proved that he did 
not long entertain the idea of " laying !i ^ bones nmongst those of his fathers.** 
After his marririgc with the widow Bru-^h, his worKlly prospects awnmcd a more 
eheeifnl nspeet. At her death, he married lUizabcth Erwin, of Westminster, on 
tho 7th «»f .Fannary, 1812. 
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mittcnt friciulsliip. Pleased with tlio originality of liis views ami 
convoi'satioii ; flattered at her own ability to arrest the attention 
of a man whom all feared, but whom few loved ; and imagining 
that she should find more sympathy in the companionsliip of 
his strong, active nature, than in the society of those by whom 
she was surrounded. Mi's. Buchanan found hei'self, on some 
occasions, irresistibly attracted towards him. At other times, 
his i*ough manners woukl render him equally repulsive to her. 
Aware of the feelings with which she regarded the Gene- 
ral, and hoping to induce her to effect an alliance with a 
man whose boundless ambition was at all times apparent, save 
when ovei'shadowed by passions as violent as they were iim'c- 
buked, John Norton, the tavern keeper at Westminster, and a 
man of considerable note, said to her one day, in a familiar 
manner, " Fanny, if you marry General Allen, you will be the 
queen of a new state I '^ Yes," she replied, turning upon him 
A look which accorded well with her words, '* if I should marry 
tlie devil, I would bo the queen of hell I " 

The character of Mrs. Buchanan must not, however, be judged 
by an expression extorted in a mcinent of passion, lly one who 
knew her well, she is said to have been a fascinating wonnui ; 
endowed with an ease of manner, M'hich she had accpiired from 
intercoui*so with the polite society of that day, in which she had 
been brought up; possessed of a retincd taste and nniny accom- 
plishments; and, on most occasions, soil and gentle in her ways 
and speech. The aversion witli which she occasionally regard- 
ed General Allen, disai)pearcd, at length, in the stronger admir- 
ation which she entertained for him, and she consentc<l to 
become his wife. ^I'lie circunistances attendant nj)on their 
marriage, which occurred previous to the year 1784, were novel, 
and fully characteristic of the man who cared but little either 
for "forms of government" or for the social cust(»ms (»f life. 

Soon after the removal of General Stephen 11. Ihadley to 
Westminster, he erected a convenient dwelling for himself and 
family on the flat, north of the spot where the old Court-house 
formerly stood. During the sessions of the Supreme court, the 
judges usually boarded with him. At this period, Mrs. Wall 
and her daughter Mi's. Buchanan, occupied rooms in the house, 
and General Allen was a fre(iuent visitor. One morning, while 
General Bradley and the judges were at breakfabt, (foncral 
Allen, with his sleigh, horses, and driver, appeared at the gate, 
and, on coining into the room, was invited to partake. He an- 
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Fworcd, lliat he liiul brcnkfnstcd at Norton's, and would, while 
thr}' were cn;^aged, stci) into Mre. Wall's apartments and see 
the hidics. ICnlerinfj without ceremony, he found Mre. Bucha- 
nan in a morninjir.gowti, standing on a clniir, and arranging some 
articles on the n|>j)er shelves of a chiiui closet. After recogniz- 
ing her informal visitor, Mrs. Buchanan raised up a cracked 
decanter, and calling Qeneral Allen's attention to it, accompa- 
nied ihe exhibition with a playful remark. The General laughed 
at Ihe sjilly, and after some little chat, said to her, " If wo are 
to he married, now is the time, for I am on my way to Arling- 
ton." " Very well," she replied, descending from the chair, 
" hut give me time to put on my Joseph." 

Meanwhile, the judges and their host, having finished their 
breakfast, were smoking their long pipes. While thus engaged 
llie couple came in, and Qeneral Allen, walking np to his old 
friend Chief Justice Moses Kobinson, addressed him as follows :— 
" Judge liobinson, this young woman and myself have concluded 
to many each other, and to have you perform the ceremony." 
" When ?" said the Judge, somewhat surprised. " Now 1" re- 
plied Allen. " For myself," he continued, " I have no great 
opinion of such form.ility, and fi'om what I can discover, she 
thinks as little of it as I do. But as a decent respect for the 
opinions of mankind seems to require it, you will proceed." 
'KJeneral," said the Judge, " this is an important matter, and 
have you given it a serious consideration?" "Certainly," re- 
])lied Allen, "but," glancing at Mre. Buchanan, "I do not 
think it requires nuich consideration." Tlie ceremony then pro- 
ceeded, until the Judge inquired of Ethan whether he promised 
to live with Frances " agreeable to the law of God." " Stop I 
Bfo|)I"cried Allen at this point. Tlien pausing, and looking 
out of ihe window, the pantheist exclaimed, "The law of God 
as written in the great book of Nature ? Yes I Go on I" The 
Judge continued, and when hehadfiuished, the trunk and guitar- 
case of Mrs. Allen were placed in the sleigh, the parties took 
their leave and were at once driven off to the General's home. 
Thus did the step-daughter of Crean Brush become the wife of 
the man for whose a])prehen6ion Governor Tryon, at the insti- 
gation of Brush, had on the 9tli of March, 1774, offered a reward 
of £100. llic children by this marriage were Frances, Ilanni- 
bnl, and Ethan. General Allen died on the 12th of February 
ITSO, and his widow subsequently became the wife of Dr. 
Jabez renniman of Burlington. 
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Elizabeth Martlm, the only child of Crean Brush, was ahout 
nineteen yeara old at the time of her father's death. At the ago 
of twenty-two, she married Tliomas Norman of Drogheda, Ire- 
land, by whom she had four children, Henry M., Eliza, John 
E., and Forbes. By the will of her father she was heir to one- 
thinl part of his estate. Uaving purchased of Mrs. Penniman and 
of Mi's. Wall their respective thirds, and taken from them quit- 
claim deeds duly executed and acknowledged, she became enti- 
tled to the whole property. In the year 1795 her husband, who 
resided with her in Ireland, constituted her his attorney, and 
with this power she soon after came to America, and immedi- 
ately took measures to recover the property to which she Imd 
become entitled. At Westminster, where she had fixed her 
abode, she was afterwards joined by lier husband, and at that 
place they lived until thp time of their removal to Caldwell, at 
the south end of Lake George, where Mr. Norman died in tho 
year 1814. Mi-s. Norman Was a lady of fine mannei-s, dignified 
deportment, and was, in every respect, an ornament to her sex. 
She enjoyed in early life tho advantages of a g«K>d education, 
and never failed to receive that regard and attention to which 
her merits entitled her. 

To what extent she succeeded in obtaining possession of tho 
estate left by her father, is not known. In addition to the lands 
which he had held in New York and Vermont, he had owned 
also farms in Walpole, AVestmoreland, Hinsdale, and Winches- 
ter; but according to John Kelly, Mi-s. Norman's lawyer, she 
was prevented by "the manceuvrcs of the Burt family of Wal- 
pole" from obtaining full possession of her landed property in 
these New Hampshire towns. By a letter from Mr. Xelly to 
Mrs. Norman, dated the 9th of June, 1795, it apj)cai-8 that all 
tho lands which Mr. Bnish had held in Vermont, under tho 
New York title, were at that time deemed, as tlicy afterwards 
proved to be, "irrecoverably lost." Mr. Kelly also stated lliat, 
in many instances, the citizens of Vermont had possessed them- 
selves of Mr. Brush's lands during the war, and had since "held 
them by main force and strength ;" that some of his farms in 
that state had been sold as confiscated ; but that " (he resolution 
of the Governor and Council of Vermont, under which ihcy 
were so sold,'* did not pass until two ycai^s after Mr. J>rnsh's 
death. Referring in another place to this resolution, he con- 
demned it in the plainest terms, declaring " the attempt to con- 
fiscate a dead man's estate" as an act "superlatively wicked." 



THOMAS OnAKDLEB. 



633 



It IB l)oliovc(l tlint Mr. Bnisli's property, sittintcd in the state 
of New York proper, was never confiscated. Even if this were 
so, it docs not appear that Mrs. Norman ever realized her ex- 
jicctations in the estate of her father. When on the 23d of 
April, 1790, the swin of $30,000 which Vermont had paid to 
New York, was divided among the claimants who had lield 
lands on the ''Grants," under charters from the latter state, 
iAFrs. Norman made application for her portion, but obtained 
$718.00 only, a sum wliich bore no proportion to the real value 
of the possessions of her father in Vermont The portrait of 
Crcan 13rush, from which tlio engraving given at the beginning 
of this sketch is taken, has for many years been pre8ci*ved in 
the family of Mr. Ilenry M. Norman, who resides at Caldwell, 
and of whom several of the facts relative to his grandfather, 
])reviou8ly mentioned, have been obtained.* 
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Among those who 
bore an active part 
as pioneers in the 
early settlement of 
Vermont, but few 
endured as many 
hardships, and overcame as many of the difHculties of tlie wil- 
derness, as Thomas Chandler. He was the son of John Chan- 
dler ; was born at Woodstock, Connecticut, on the 23d of July, 
1709 ; and was married to Elizabeth Eliot, on the 23d of No- 
vember, 1732. At the close of the French war, when many 
of llie inhabitants of Massachusetts and Connecticut were turn- 
ing their ntfention to the rich lands lying between Lake Clmni- 
])ljiin and New Hampshire, Mr. Chandler did not remain unob- 
Rorvant. It is probable that he resided, during a portion of the 
liniebetweou the ycai*8 1701 and 1703, at Walpolc, New Uamp- 
sliiro, for lii.s name is found recorded at that period, as a select- 
man of tlijit town. In the year 1703, he removed to New Flam- 
stead, llic name by which Chester was then known, being 

♦ Loiter from Hon. W. C. Brmlloy, dnted Fcbrunry 2VtIi, 1867. Letters from 
John KcHy to Mrs. Normaiu Doc Hist N. Y., iv. 1024, 1025. 
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accompanied by his two sons John, and Tliomas, Jr.* At a 
meeting of the proprietor of the town, held at Worcester, Mais- 
Bacluisetts, on the 8th of March, in tlie year last mentioned, tklv. 
Chandler was chosen moderator. At '' a meeting warned to 
be held at the dwelling honse of William Warner," in New 
Flamstead, on the 12th of Mai*ch, 1765, he was again chosen 
moderator. Tliis was the last meeting held nnder the New 
Hampshire cliarter. For the better protection of the donuiins 
west of Connecticut river, which had lately been declared 
within the province of New York, the limits of Albany connty 
were so extended as to mclude them ; additional justices of the 
peace for this wide-spread bailiwick were api)ointed ; and, on 
the 20th of January, 1766, Mr. Chandler recqived a dedimus 
jwtestcUem commission, empowering him to administer oaths 
of office. It is probable that he was, at the same time, made 
a justice of the peace and of the quorum, for at a meeting held 
at Springfield on the 27th of February, 1766, he and others 
were present in tliat capacity, to appoint constables for a num- 
ber of the then sparsely settled towns in that region. It appeal's* 
that there was a military organization on the ^' Grants" at this 
period, for on the latter occasion, Simon Stevens received the 
commission of a captain in the 'Veighth company of foot in the re- 
giment of militia for which Tliomos Chandler Esquire is Colonel." 
On the 16th of July, 1766, Mr. Chandler was appointed fii'st 
judge of the Inferior court of Couimou Pleas of Cumberland 
county, a justice of the peace, and surrogate of the county, 
lie also received a dedimus potestatcTn commission on the day 
following. For the purpose of securing the title of the lands in 
the town of his residence, he obtained a charter from New 
York for himself and thirty-six othei^s, in which the name Ches- 
ter was substituted for New Flamstead. The patent of the 
county was issued on the 3d of July, 1766. The charter of 
Chester was granted on the 14th of July, 1766. Mr. Chandler 
received his appointments a few days later. The fii*st town 
meeting under the new charter was held on the first ^Nfonday 
in June, 1767. Though the officei*s were regularly chosen on 
this occasion, and on other similar occasions for a number of 
years following, yet their names were not recorded until the 

• Tho Clinndlcr family were Bcttled in Chester previoua to the 26th of Decem- 
ber, 170:i, for on thut day Thoinus Chc:)ter Chandler, a grand-son of Thomaa 
Chandler, Avas horn in that town. Tho birth of this child was the firat that took 
place in Chester. 
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19th of May, 1772, when, at a meeting hekl in the Court honsc, 
Colonel CImncller was chosen moderator, supervisor, and town 
clerk. Tlie latter office ho continued to hold until the 3d of 
March, 1777. When the county was re-organized hy a direct 
act of the Crown, in 17C8, he was again chosen on the 7th of 
April, in that year, to all the positions he had held under the 
old regime. Four years later, on the 14th of April, 1772, ho 
was re-appointed to all the offices ho had before filled, with the 
exccjilion of the surrogateship, aiul the office created by tho 
writ ot dedimus poiestatem^ as before explained. 

Of the actual o]>inions entertained by Colonel Cliandler at 
the time of the " Westminster Massacre," it is difficult to form 
a correct estimate. He had acted as moderator at many of tho 
town meetings which had been held in Chester, during tho six 
months previous to this occurrence, and when tho conduct of 
Great Britain in oppressing her colonies was under discussion, 
and when the people resolved to "joyn with tlieir Fellow 
American Subjects in opposing in all Lawfull ways, every in- 
croachment on their Natural Kiglits," had shown no opposition 
to the measure. Ho also declared publicly, a few days before 
the affray, that he believed " it would be for the good of the 
county not to have any court as things were," and evinced a 
conciliator}" spirit towards tliose who favored violent and deci- 
sive measures. After he had consulted with his associate, 
Judge Sabin, a man who deemed it his duty to uphold tho 
laws, let the cost bo what it might, it is probable that his views 
were changed ; for, when asked a few hours previous to tho 
commencement of the fight, whether he and Sabin would con- 
sult with the Whigs as to the expediency of holding the session, 
he replied that the judges were willing to give redress in a legal 
innnncr, bnt could enter into no discussion as to " whether his 
^[ajcsty's business should bo done or not." Sabine, in "Tlio 
Am(»rican Ix>yali8ts," referring to Judge Chandler's behavior 
on this occasion, remarks : — "He appeal's to have conducted 
witli ])ru(1enco, and to have used his exertions to prevent the 
melancholy consequences which resulted from the unwise pro- 
ceedings of other adliercnts of the Crown." Although he was 
afterwarfls imprisoned in the Court-house, yet his confinement 
did not last hut two or three days, and it does not a]>])ear that 
he was ever tried, although he gave bonds at the time of liis 
release to appear and take his trial at such time as should bo 
jij 'pointed. 
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Other views have, however, been entertained respecting 
Chandler's real intentions. It was the remark of an old man, 
who in his boyhood had often seen him, that '^lio was not 
deemed a right honest man, and was supposed by many to havo 
forwarded tlie scrape." In that highly entertaining and instruc- 
tive novel, called " The Hangers ; or the Tory's Daughter," tho 
lion. Daniel P. Tliompson has also painted the sycophancy of 
Colonel Chandler, in coloi*s which do not increase the brilliancy 
of his reputation. The most plausible account wliich can be 
given of his conduct, as derived from a thorough examination 
of the facts, appeal's to be this. lie was a man who, altliongh 
attached to tho Crown ffom which he derived his authority, 
was unwilling that the people, whose welfare he desired espe- 
cially to consult, should suffer. lie wished, as a loyal ofHcer, 
that the court should convene; was willing in his judicial capa- 
city to listen to tho demands of tho people ; and announced 
himself ready to assist in removing the grievances of which 
they complained. Being withheld by Judge Sabin — whoso 
fidelity to tho King was greater than his love for the ])eo])lc — 
from tho course of action to which views like these would havo 
prompted hi in, lie determined to remain with his associate, and 
bear the indignation of the populace. This he did, there i» 
hardly room to doubt, with all the dignity becoming his sta- 
tion. He suffered confinement with his friends, and after his 
release, when popular clamor had in a measure snbbided, and 
an opportunity had been given him for reflection, decided in 
favor of those who had determined to cut loose from Great 
Britain, and ever after was a zealous supporter of the American 
cause. lie was often exj)08ed to the oi)prol)rious remarks of 
those who remembered him as associated with the Court party 
during the Struggle of tho 13th of March, and his connection 
with that side was not unfroquently cited as a reason why he 
could not be a hearty upholder of democratic or republican 
principles. Yet, in tho face of prejudice so bitter, and calumny 
so offensive, Colonel Chandler, firmly attached to the cause ho 
had espoused, toiled, for a time at least, earnestly and faith- 
fully in its behalf. 

Owing to causes which cannot now be ascertained, he became 
impoverished in his old age, and continued so until his death. 
At the session of the Legislature, held in October, 178i:, he i)re- 
sontod a i)etition to tho General Assembly, in wbicli he cx- 
]iros.<(Ml liis willingness to deliver up tlie whole of his estate to 
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liift creilitors, in good faith, in order to Bfttisfy the executions 
which hsid hccn issued against him, and prayed, in view of liis 
"advanced age and inlinni tics," for tlic jKiPsage of an act by 
which his credifoi-s might he enabled to divide his property 
among tlicm, and he be relieved " from tlie feai*8 of going into 
a loncRome prison." In answer to this request, he was ordered 
lo-cite his creditors, and require them to show cause why tlio 
]»eti1ion shonhl not be granted. His pecuniary embarrassments, 
"brought about" as Mr. Thompson declares, "by a long course 
of secret fraud in selling wild lands to which he had no titles," 
j)laced him linally entirely at the mercy of his creditore, who 
threw him into jail at Westminster. JJy a stntute law of the 
Bfafc, a creditor was at this periml bound to provide for the sup- 
port of an insolvent debtor, whom he had imprisoned for debt, 
in case the debtor should make oath to his utter Inability to dis- 
charge such debt. Maintained by his creditoi-s, Chandler con- 
tinued in prison during a portion of tlie spring and summer of 
1 785. In the month of June, of that year, the General Assem- 
bly re-considered the petition which lie had presented at the 
last session, and ])assed an act " to enable Thomas Chandler of 
(yliester, in the county of Windsor, Esqr., Avho now stands com- 
mitted a i)risoner in the common gaol at Westminster, in the 
comity of Windham, to deliver up all his estate, real and per- 
sonal, fo his creditor, hma jidc^ and to discharge (ho said 
Thomas iVoni his imprisonment." 

The terms on which his release was to be effected were 
]»eculiarly stringent, but Providence had determined to relievo 
him, not only from the miseries of a jail but from the vexations 
of 1 1 is fleshly prison. Ilie act was passed on the IGtli of June, 
17*^5. On the 2(Mh of the same month he died in the jail at 
Westminster. Owing to a foolish and unnatural belief which 
then ])revailed concerning the iidiumation of the body of an 
im])risone<l debtor, the remains of Judge Chandler were buried 
]>rivately, and without the ceremony of a funeral. In one cor- 
ner of the " (»ld AV^estminster churchyard," next to the high- 
way, was to be seen until within a few yeai's, the stump of a 
tree wliicli marked tlie locality of his strangely constructed 
grave. AVHiatcver his faults may have been, he deserves to bo 
remembered as one of the earliest and most influential of tho 
S(;l (lei's of ICnstern Vermont.* 

• roiiinii«nion8. Doniin^'s Cntnloj^no, p'^Mxiin. M'^. Lotlers. Tlioiiip<iofri« Vt . 
I''n» III. \K 'r.\. 'I'lic KanfjiT-*; or the Tiny's !):iu/^Iitor, i. 9'.). Joiirnils C«cn. As-*. 
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JOUN OnANDLfiR. 

JouN, tho firet son of Tliomofl Cliandlcr, was l)om at Wood- 
stock, Connecticut, on tho 4th of March, 173^, O.S. (^klurch 
15tli, 1737, N.S.), and was married to Elizahctli Painter ou tlio 
4tli of May, 1758. lie removed with liis father to Chester iii 
the year 1763, and aided in tho early establishment of tlnit 
town. Under a commission from New York, ho was author- 
ized to administer the necessary oaths to all pei*sons who 
should receive oflice in Cumberland county. Tin's post he hehl 
from July 17th, 1766, to April 14th, 1772. During the sftmo 
period he served as an assistant justice of the Inferior court of 
Common Pleas and as a justice of the peace. He also held tho 
office of county clerk from July 16th, 1766, to February 25th, 
1772, when he was removed for misconduct. Of his future 
career very little is known.* 




THOMAS OUANDLER JR. 

Tinc second son 
of Thomas Chan- 
dler, and who 
bore the name of 
Itis father, was 
born on the 2*U\ 
of September, 1740, O.S., and was married to Sarah Lord <»u 
the 2l6t of July, 1763. At an adjourned meeting of the pro- 
prietoi*s of New Flamstead, afterwards Chester, held at A\''or- 
ccster, ]^[as8achusetts, on the 22(1 of ^Jfarch, 1763, Thomas 
Chandler Jr. was chosen town-clerk. On the 8th of l^fjirch, 
1764, lie was re-elected, and when on the 12th of ^Afarch, 1765, 

Vt, Oct., 1784, p. 15; June, 1785, pp. 17, 40, 43. Slmle'a Vt. Sinte Pnpcw, p. 
497. 

All nccount of tlic pociiliur circumstance:! under, nnd the manner in \vliieli the 
burial nf .hul^c C-iiandlcr touk place, id given ante, pp Tib.'i, 681. 

• Counoil Minuti's in (»flice See 8lale N. Y., 1705-1783, xxvi. 2'?S 
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llio proj^iotore appcniblcd for Vusincss, .it tlic dwell ing-lionso 
of William AV'^anicr in New Flniiistend, lie was coutiiiucd in 
1li(» same «»IHce for another year. lie was again eleeted town- 
crloik at llie ^larch meeting in 1777, and served in that capa- 
city' dnring the two j-eara Rncceeding. From Jnly 10th, 17(50, 
nntil !Marcli 13th, 1775, the date of the "Westminster Massa- 
cre," lie was an assistant justice of the Inferior conrt of Com- 
mon Vims for Cnnd)erland county and a justice of the peace. 
l»oth lH»|i»re and after the event alluded to, he endeavored to 
allay the discontent of the ])eoj)lc of the county, both by argu- 
ment and ])ei-suasion, but failed to accomplish that end. 

At the first si»ssion of the General Assembly of Vermont, in 
March, 1778, he was chosen secretary of state, and held that 
oHice until the following October. At the same time he re- 
ceived the ai>pointment of clerk of the House. In October, 
177S, he was made speaker, and served in that cjipacity until 
the middle of the session of 1780. During the yeai's 1779 and 
1780, he was si member of the Council; from 1778 to 1781, 
and in 1787, represented the town of Chester in the General 
Assembly ; and in the year 1779 was a judge of the Su])erior 
court. Wlien the estates of the Tories who had left Vermont 
were declared confiscated, he was chosen a commissioner of 
sejpiestration. Although disliked by many on account of a 
prejudice founded upon his former connection with the colonial 
government of New Ycuk, and charged with conduct which 
subjected him to the loss of his place as speaker of the IFouso 
in 1780, yet his efforts in the town of Chester were always 
exerted in behalf of the American cause, and his patriotism 
was undoubted. 

Having been reduced to poverty " by a long series of sick- 
ness in his family," he presented a petition to the Legislature 
of Vermont, dated October 15th, 1792, asking for an act of 
insolvency in his behalf. While the New Hampshire Grants 
M ere subject to the jurisdiction of New York, his position in the 
local government was high, and his influence, although circum- 
seri])cd, was acknowledged. But under the re<jiine inaugurated 
by the establislimcnt of Vermont as an independent state^ 
be gradually sunk into obscurity, and died it is supposed, 
althongli not as miserably, yet as much embarrassed as his 
father.* 

• Sec Diographital Notice of Azariaii Wrioiit 
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ELKANAn DAY 

WAS a resident of Westmin- 
ster, and in that town and 
throngliont the county of 
Windham, was known and 
respected as a physician. 
Before Vermont was declared a separate and independent state, 
and wliile the people on the " Grants " acted in concert with 
the government of New York in the cause of American free- 
dom, he was appointed by the Provincial Congress of New 
York a captain in the detachment of Bangers wliicli was com- 
manded by Maj. Joab Jloisington. Having accepted the com- 
mission, he endeavored to enlist his complement of men, hnt 
amid the duties and lahora of his profession ho was unable 
to devote the time necessary to accomplisli this object. Con- 
vinced that he couhl eflect more good as a physician than as a 
BoUlier, aiul finding that his patients were " totally unwilling" 
that he should discontinue liis practice among them, he resigned 
his connnission on the 23d of October, 177G. lie afterwards held 
the office of high-sherift* of Windham county for several ycare. 
lie appeai-s to have been fii^t elected to that station in 1781, 
and held it until the year 1787.* 




SAMUEL FLETOnEK. 

Among the early inhabitants 
of Townslicnd, no pcreon occu- 
pied a higher position, or en- 
joyed a larger share of public confidence than Samuel Fletcher, 
lie was born at Grafton, ILissachusctts, in the year 1745, and at 
the age of seventeen enlisted as a soldier in the contest which 
was then being waged between the Hritish and French colo- 
nies. In this service he continued a year. On his return he 

♦ Jouniiil N. Y. rro7. Cong., ii. 21 1. 
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lonrnod the trade of ft Mncksinitli, which he followed fthout 
four veal's, when he married u daughter of Col. John llazeltiiie. 
IJeconiing the recij>ient of an ample fortune by tliis connection, 
he laid aside the pledge, and removed to Townshend, there to 
wield the axe among the trees of the forest. At the com- 
mencement of the licvolution lie joined the American army, 
and ill ihe capacity of orderly-sergeant, was present at the bat- 
lie of Jhinker Hill. By the New York Provincial Congress ho 
was ap]H>inted a lieutenant in a new company, which was 
formed in ihe month of July, 1775. Klisha Benedict of Al- 
bany, the capfain of the new company, was soon after sent to 
(.'umberland county for the i>urpose of delivering to Mr. Flet- 
cher his commission. He there learned that the "orderly" 
was " in the army at Cambridge," Massachusetts. Mr. Flet- 
ehor's commission was soon after recalled, and the lieutenancy 
intended for him was confeiTed on another. In the month of 
flaimaiy, 177^>, he returned to Townshend, and was immedi- 
alcly made captain of the militia in that town. On the 1st of 
J*ebruary in the same year, the town committees of safety 
asRcmbU'd and elected lield-ofRcei'S for the lower regiment in 
Cumb(Mland county, agreeable to the wishes of the New York 
l^rovincial Conixrc'^. On this occasion Mr. Fletcher was chosen 
cjuartor-master, and his nomination was confirmed before the 
end r»f the month. 

On the 1 Ith of June following, a committee of safetj' for 
Cnmberhmd countv was formed at Westminster. Mr. Fletcher 
wa^ ]>resent as a delegate from Townshend, and took an active 
])art in the ]>rocecdings. Com|)anies of minute men were soon 
after raised, whose superiority resulted from the excellence of 
their drill, and their readiness to march at the beat of drum, 
wherever their services were needed. A company of this 
character was commanded by Captain Fletcher, and when, in 
J 777, 'J'iconderoga was besiege<l, all his men volunteered to 
march for its relief. On this ex]>edition, with a party of thir- 
teen, he attacked a British detachment of forty men, killed one 
of them, and took seven prisonci*8, without sustaining any loss 
himself. In August of the same year he was engaged in the 
]>ullle (»f r>ennington, and often in later years would speak of 
his participation in that struggle. He soon after received a 
major's eonnnission, and continued to serve his country until 
after tlie (kf'ent of Burgoyne. lie was made a brigadier-gene- 
ral in \\iv. militia (»f Vermont on the 20th of June, 1781, and, 

11 
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having reached the grade of major-general, retained tliat posi- 
tion for six yeai*s. 

lie represented Townshend in tlie General Assembly of Ver- 
mont at their first session, in March, 1778, and enjoyed tho 
- same honor ut the session in October of the same year, and at 
that in February, 1779. During the session of the latter year, 
lie wiis chosen councillor, and held the office by annual election 
until 1790. He was also councillor in 1808. lie was appointed 
a judge of the Supreme court on the 13th of Februar}^, 1782, 
but refused to serve. From 1788 nntil 1800, he held the offico 
of high sherift' of Windham county, and during the yeai-s 1778, 
1783, 1784, and 1780, was a judge of the county court. lie 
died on the 15th of September, 1814, aged nearly seventy yeai-s. 
On the occasion of his funeral, in connection with some renuirkd 
eulogistic of his character, made by the late Hon. Charles Phelps, 
of Townshend, a sketch of his life was given by the same gen- 
tleman, but the observations were extemporaneous, and were 
not preserved. His daughter, who afterwards became the wife 
of Mr. Ransom, and the mother of the Hon. Kpaphroditus Uan- 
6om, late Governor of ^[ichigan, Wiis the first person born iu 
Townshend. She died a few years ago at Kalamazm), at a very 
advanced age. His eldest daughter, who was formerly the wife 
of the Hon. Samuel Porter, of Dummerston, was living a few 
years ago in Springlie)*!, Vermont, at the age of ninety. His 
only son, Squire H. Fletcher, was also living in 1853 near Buf- 
falo, New York, wanting but a few more years to place him in 
the octogenarian rank. 

Being a man of enterprise, industry, and skill, General 
Fletcher not only filled the various stations to which he was 
appointed with great credit, but found time to engage in ])ro- 
jects to increase the wealth and population of the state. My a 
resolution of the (leneral Assembly of Vermont, passed on tlui 
0th of Novertibcr, 1780, the township of Jamaica was granted 
to him and fifty-three others, on the payment, for each right, 
of £9 lawful money, in silver, or other current funds. The char- 
ter was issued on the day following. It is much to be regretted 
that the MSS. of this excellent man were not preserved, lie 
was a fine writer, and during a portion of his life, kept a full, 
accurate, and dail}'^ record of events of ])ul)lic imi>ortance, or of 
interest to himself on account of his participaticui in tlicni. 
These, and other writiui^-.s, it is supposed, were consigned to tin; 
care of his son-in-hiw, Mr. liansoni, who w:is the executor of 
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liis will, mid were probably destroyed in the burning of that 
gcntlcninn^s house. Among the books lost on that occasion, 
was '* a largo and elegant old English folio edition of the Bible," 
which Col. John llazeltino gave to his daughter at the time of 
her marriage, and which General Fletcher bequeathed to his 
daughter, Mrs. llansom, in his will. Two memorials of the old 
soldier arc still preserved. Tlie one is a sword cane which ho 
carried through all his campaigns in the Revolutionary War ; 
the other a watch which ho wore during tlie last twenty years 
of his life. 

In stature, Qeneral Fletcher measured about five feet ten 
inches. In person he was straight and finely proportioned, but 
inclined to corpulency. Ilis eyes, which were blue, corre- 
sponded well with a light complexion, and his manly beauty 
M'as generally acknowledged. Ke was elegant in manners, and 
in deportment, bland and refined. Ejindness characterized his 
intercourse with all, and generousness and hospitality were the 
faults, if he had any, of his character. He was very particular 
in his dress, which, altliough always in the fashion, was never 
contrary to'the canons of good taste. Possessing the qualificor 
tions which make the man, he was also so fortunate as to com- 
bine with these most necessary requisites those other and finer 
excellences, which rendered him the beau ideal of a perfect 
gentleman.* 




SAMUEL QAJJL 

Of the loyalists who bore a con- 
spicuous part in the events connected 
with the " Westminster Massacre," 
none are more entitled to respect and 
consideration than Samuel Gale. He was born in Hamp- 
shire, England, on the 14th of October, 1747, and during his 
boyhood received the benefits of a good education. Having 
been appointed a paymaster in the British army, he was ordered 

* Tliomp9on*« Vt, Art Townsiiend. Dcming*8 Appendix, p. 210. Letter of 
lion. R RanBom, Feb. CUi, 1853. Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong.» I 84, 06 ; ii. 63, 64, 
68. Ann. Arcliivcs, Fourth Series, vol. iL, col. 1706, 
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to the American colonies, pit)l)ably about the year 1Y70. From 
manuscript plottings prepared by him, which are still extaut, 
it is evident that his knowledge and practice as a surveyor 
were accurate and extensive. But of these facts more definite 
evidence exists. On the 12th of March, 1772, he issued at 
Philadelphia the printed prospectus of a work which he was 
then preparing, to be entitled " Tlie Complete Surveyor." To 
this paper were affixed recommendatory notices from tlie Kight 
Honorable, the Earl of Stirling, Liouteuant-Oovernor Cadwal- 
lador Golden, Mr. Bittenliouse, and Mr. Lukens. From a let- 
ter which he wrote while a prisoner at Fairfield, Oonnecticut, 
to John McKesson, secretary of tlie New York Pi*oviucial Con- 
gress, dated February 29th, 1776, it appcara that the work was 
still unpublished. Having, in this communication, requested 
to bo released on parole, if no otlicr better relief couhl Iio 
afforded, he added : — '^ You may mention what you choose in 
the parole, but I would choose, by all means, if ]H>s6ilile, to I>o 
at Now York or Philadelphia, where I may finish my intended 
publication on surveying, which you well know is allowed by 
all parties to be a matter of great actual service to America." 
Of the volume — ^published or un])ublished — nothing further is 
known.* 

On the 25th of June, 1773, he married Eebecca, the eldest 
daughter of Col. Samuel AVells, of Ilrattleborough, and soon 
after left the service. Becoming a rcBident of Cuuibcrland 
county, he was appointed, on the 7th of March, 1774, clerk of 
the court, that office having become vacant by the resignation 

* Tliat ho was at one period employed as a surveyor on the New Ilamp^iiro 
Grants, is evident from the following extract, taken from '*The Natural and Po- 
litical History of the State of Vermont," a work by Ira Allen, which was pub- 
lished ot London in the year 1708. 

** In the summer of 1778, Mr. Ira Allen, with three men, wont from tho block 
fort on Onion river, in pursuit of a Mr. S. dale, who, with a number of men, was 
surveying in the district of tlie New Ilumpsliire Grants, for the land jobbers of 
New York. Allen and his party traversed tho district from east to west, through 
the townships of Waterbury, Middlesex, and Kingsland, to Morctown, aliai Hrad* 
ford, and Haverhill ; ond, ot length, obtaining information of tho surveyor's des- 
tination, they procured provisions and some spirits, and went again in quest t»f 
him. They discovered. his line, and, by that, followed him to nenr the north-oast 
corner of the present town of Montpelier. Hero it ended, and he could not be 
traced flirthcr, because, being apprised of his danger, he made a corner on dry 
land, and thus precipitately escaped, and Allen came to tho corner an hour after 
he fled. On the sixteenth day they reached tho block fort, whence they sat out." 
— pp. 46, 46. 
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of Crean Urusli. In a description of the General Assembly of 
New York, given in the C!onnccticut C!onrant, under tlie date 
of Ai>ril loth, 1775, it is said of Brush that he '^ sold the clerk- 
ship of the county to Judge Wells's son-in-law." Of the truth 
of tliis statement, there are now no means of judging, but it is 
safe to conclude that it is greatly exaggerated, if not wholly 
false. On the 6th of May, 1774, Mr. Gale was honored with 
another mark of favor, in receiving a commission, authorizing 
him to administer the prescribed oaths to all persons appointed 
to f»(Kcc in the county, 

Notice has already been taken of his conduct on the memo- 
rable evening of the 13th of March, 1775. Warmly attached 
to the royal cause, and deeming those who should rebel against 
constituted authority as worthy of the direst punishment, his 
indigiuition knew no bounds when he saw tlie yeomam*y whom 
he had been accustomed to regard only in the light of obedient 
subjects, demanding redress for wrongs, which, doubtless, ap- 
peared to him more imaginary than real, and enforcing the 
demand with manifestations whose import could not be mis- 
taken. Actions performed in a moment of excitement cannot, 
however, be regarded as criteria of character. The few lines 
which are devoted to Mr. Gale in the accomit of the " West- 
minster ]^[assacre" prepared by Beuben Jones, are, so far as 
they are intended to represent the actual disposition of the in- 
dividual, entirely at variance with trutli, and unworthy of the 
l)agc of history. "Jones's sketch," a gentleman* of high 
respectability has observed, " conveys as false an impression 
of Mr. (hi\c as the daguerreotype would convey of the ele- 
]>linnt which should represent that noble animal while his mouth 
is wide open to receive fruits." On the day following the outr 
l)reak, ^[r. Gale was imprisoned in the jail at Westminster, and 
there remained until the 19th of Marcli, when he was taken to 
Northani])ton, MassachusettR, where ho was kept in confine- 
ment from March 23d to April Gth, when he obtained his re- 
lease, and repaired to New York. 

Here ho continued to reside, his family having joined him, 
until February, 177G, when he was seized at night in his own 
house, and conveyed to a guard-house at the upper barracks in 
,the city, wliero the troops from Connecticut were quartered. 
Thence he wsis soon after removed to Fairfield jail, in Connecti- 

* Rev. Canon Micnjah ToiniBend, of Clarenceyille, Lower Canada. 
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cut, where he wtis placed in close confinement. Hoping to 
obtain liis release, ho wrote to John McKesson, secretary of tlio 
Provincial Congress of New York, requesting him to interfere 
in his behalf. Ilis letter, dated tlie 29th of February, evinced 
by its style and expressions the honorable character of tho 
writer. " You well know," he remarked, " that my sentiments 
have been uniform and steady, even if erroneous ; and, there- 
fore, I conceive myself entitled, at the least, to the privileges 
and protection which, by tlie laws of all Christian nations, urc 
granted to prisoners of war. I call it prisoner of war, not iis 
being an enemy in heart to any man breathing, but as being 
by birth and education one of that country between which and 
this country a war subsists. Let me request that I may either 
be allowed the privilege granted by all Christians to a prisoner 
of war ; or else the birthright of a British subject — the writ 
of habeas corpitay He dechired his belief that a design agsiinst 
his person had been formed by some of the inhabitants of Cum- 
berland county, and referred to a document which had been 
drawn up in vindication of his own conduct, and that of the 
sheriff and posscy during the afiVay at AVestminster. He de- 
scribed his place of confinement as ^' a common jail, where the 
cold wind thi*ough the bat's (for the windows are not glazed) 
far exceeds the warmth of all the fire that is obtained," and 
asked to be accommodated with " a genteeler apartment." 

This letter was considered by the New York Provincial Con- 
gress on the 6th of March, and the seizure of Mr. Gale was 
declared to be " a wanton act of military power, inconsistent 
with that liberty for which the colonists are contending." On 
the following day, Congress wrote to Maj.-Gen. Charles Lee, 
notilying to liiin the facts as they had boon presented, and re- 
questing from him a statement of the nature of the charge 
brought against Mr. Gale, in order that proper steps mi<^ht bo 
taken either for his discharge or punishment. In his reply, 
written the same day, Lee acknowledged tliat the arrest of ilr. 
Gale should have been made by the Provincial Congress, hut 
gave as a reason for his conduct the assurances he liad received 
from many respectable men, that ^Iw Gale was " a most dan- 
gerous man, and ought not to be suftered to remain on lA)ng 
Ishmd," where, as Lee observed, "an enemy is more dangerous 
than in any other spot of Am3rica." 

Information of the views of Congress in the matter, was sent 
to Mr. Gale by Secretary McKesson. In his answer, dated the 
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12th of March, Mr. Gnlc referred to a letter \vhich he had writ- 
ten to Col. ]]enjamiii Bellows (in which ho had claimed a right 
to tlic recordH ]>ertaiirnig to liis ofHco as clerk of Cuniberland 
comity), as being the [trobable cause of his arrest. His remarks 
oil this jioiiit were in these words : " Whoever construes the dis- 
liked ex])ressions in my letter to Colonel Bellows to relate to 
othei-R than those of the county of Cumberland, gives it a con- 
struction which was not thought of by me when I wrote it. I 
am not of opinion that you or nmny of your body hold their pro- 
ceeiliiigs in a much better light than myself; nor can I supposo 
that any one can think me blameable in forbidding a delivery ' 
of the records to any but myself or dei>uty." lie then stated 
at length what his conduct had been ; that he had scrupulously 
abstained from disobeying the ordere of those opposed to Great . 
J'ritain ; that he had never been engaged in any " Tory ph»ts ;" 
that the treatment he had received was far from being recon- 
cilable with the principles of liberty ; and closed with this im- 
l>assioned ])eroration : " Whether I return to New York or not, 
may the Almighty's will be done 1 I jBatter myself that, that 
lUjbleiicRS of heart which charact43rizes the free-born Briton, 
that spirit in which malice or revenge hath never reigned, add- 
ed to a conscience serene and clear, will enable me to pass 
through the various mazes and labyrinths of persecution, torture, 
or death, with all the patience and resignation of a martyr; and 
should the ap])rehensions which I have mentioned grow into 
realities, I shall say with Balaam, ' Let me die the death of the 
righteous; let my last end bo like hisl' " 

l^[eantime, the committee of the Provincial Congress to 
whom the subject had been referred, reported on the 8th of 
^Marcli, that " the sole occasion for apprehending Samuel Gale, 
and sciidiiig him into confinement" had arisen from certiiin let- 
tci*8 in the possession of Col. William Williams, a member of 
the said Congress, and that they knew of no other evidence 
against him. This rcjwrt was taken up on the ICth of March, 
and, in view of its statements, a resolution was passed, declaring 
the oi)inion of Congress, that Mr. Gale ought to be forthwith 
rclcjiscd, inasmuch as he had been carried away and imprisoned 
" without any licaring, trial, or adjudication whatever." Notice 
of this decision was communicated to the chairman of the com- 
mittee of Fairfield county, accompanied by a request for the 
immediate discharge of the prisoner. Mr. Gale was informed 
privately, of the resolve, but the committee concluding tliat 
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they had no jurisdiction in the cose, refused to comply with fho 
request. In a third letter to Secretary McKesson, dated at Fair- 
field, on the 12th of April, Mr. Gde repeated his application 
for a release, and detailed the reasons why it should be granted; 
described the misery of his situation ; and ex]>ressed his views 
upon the merits of the struggle between the colonies and the 
mother country, in terms which bore evidence to the sincerity, 
ability, and honesty of the man. 

" In this intolerable place," he wrote, referring to the prison, 
" the wind, when cold, fairly chills every vein in my body. Tlic 
smoke, when there is fire, not only blinds but nearly suiibcates 
me ; and the continual smell of the room has, I fear, tended to 
rot my very vitals. In the morning, I have perpetually a sick- 
ness at the stomach ; about noon comes on a fever, which in 
about three houi*8 is succeeded by an ague, sometimes more and 
sometimes less violent. Every one of these intolerable tortures 
were so inexpressibly increased by the excessive weather of 
Saturday the 30th ult, that they introduced thoughts and ex- 
torted expressions too wild to mention in cooler moments." 
Turning then to a consideration of the death whoso '^ slow a|>- 
proaches, inch by inch," he could not fail to perceive, ho re- 
marked : '^Tliough I conceive it a duty incumbent on every 
man, to use his endcavoi*8 for the preservation of his life, yet I 
never viewed death through so horrible a medium as some men 
do. I have lately learned to consider it as a matter of relief, 
rather than as a punishment. To leave the wife of my bosom 
a disconsolate widow, and the babes of my loins without a 
helper, is doubtless an unhappy reflection. But I am of opinion 
that a single stroke, however violent, Avould in the end be less 
grief to those I leave behind me, than a continuation of that 
suspense and anxiety of mind Avith Avhich they are now totally 
overwhelmed." Do " some of my pci'sccutors," he exclaimed, 
" want to dip their hands in the blood of a martyr? If so, it 
would in my opinion be far less criminal, both in the sight of 
Qod and man, for them to let it flow in decent streams than 
thus, with dastardly meanness, to drag it from me drop by dmp." 

A few days after this letter was written, Thaddeus IJurr, tho 
sheriff of Fairfield county, received the resolve of the Provin- 
cial Congress and released his prisoner on parole of honor. In 
a letter to General Washington, dated the 19th of April, Burr 
notified the course he had pui*sued, and asked for directions. 
Of Mr. Gale, he remarked: "lie is an Englishman, a gentle- 
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in:;n of good cilncntion, and poesessed of liigli notions in favor 
of liin native country ; is frank and open in declaring his senti- 
niriits, but says he never lias been, or will be active against the 
cohmies." From an entry in the Journal of the New York Provin- 
cial Convention, under date of September 16th, 1776, it seems 
that Mr. Gale was then in tlie city of New York, and tliat he 
liad been brought thither, by order of the New York Committee 
of Safety. In behalf of the Convention, James Duane and Ro- 
bert Yatos were ajipointed to examine him. To this committee 
liobert Harper was added on the 17th of Sci)tember, and Col. 
William Allien on the following day. On tlie 2lBt, a commit- 
tee was constituted for the express purpose of detecting and 
defeating con8]>iracics, and to them the examination of Mr. 
Gale, was finally referred. Tlie immediate result of their in- 
vestigations is not known. Ultimatel}', Mr. Gale was released 
from his parole of honor, and restored to libertj'. 

His sufTerings, while in confinement^ had not tended to lessen 
his hatred of the "rebel" cause, but on the contrary had 
strengthened his attachment to the govennnent in whose behalf 
he had endured so many privations. Experience had also 
taught him, that he was ill-prepared to engage in civil commo- 
tions. Desirous of avoiding a repetition of scenes which, to 
him, had been fraught with sorrow and distress, he prudently 
removed with his family to Quebec, where he received the ap- 
|M)intment of Provincial Secretar}', under the administration of 
Governor Prescott. He subsequently accompanied his Excel- 
lency to England, to defend him with his powerful pen, in the 
difliculties which had arisen in connection with the Council in 
Canada. He had written and published an elaborate work en- 
titled, " An lissay on Public Credit," involving many abstnise 
and extensive mathematical calculations on finance, having for 
its object the gradual extinguishment of the national debt of 
England, lliis work he presented for adoption to Pitt, then 
Cliancollor of the Exchequer, by whom its correctness was ad- 
mitted and its principles highly approved ; but who found it 
easier to put off the Icanied antlior with a pension for life, than 
to meet the public creditors with this book of financial reform 
in his hand, which might have cost him his place. In 1803 or 
1804, Mr. Gale rejoined his family in Canada, where he lived 
in retirement, and died at his country residence in Famham, 
on the 27th of June, 1826. He left a daughter, since deceased, 
and a son who has been an eminent lawyer and a judge of 
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King's Bench, at Montreal, where he now lives retired and re- 
spected. 

Mr. Oale possessed an intellect of more than ordinary strength, 
and his wi*iting8 were always pregnant with thought, and lucid in 
expression. In disposition, he was amiable and forgiving ; }a 
mannera, polished and gentlemanly ; in character, ingenuous, 
honorable, and conscientious.* 




JOHN OBOUT 

THB second son and tliird 
child of John Orout, who 
was the father of fourteen 
children, was bom at Lu- 
nenburgh, Massachusetts, 
on the 13th of June, 1731. Tliere he probably resided until 
he was tliirty-iive or thirty-six years old. The iirst intimation 
relative to any intention on the part of Grout to remove from 
Lunenburgli, is found in a letter signed by one James Putnam, 
dated at AVorcester, Mass., September 3d, 1Y66, and written, 
as would appear from its contents, to some pereon resident on 
the New Hampshire Grants. In this letter Putnam says : — 
'' Grout is desirous of settling in that part of the world where yon 
live," and, in reference to his qualifications, adds, "he seems to 
have a peculiar natural talent for doing business at law and iu 
courts." Grout did not change his abode immediately, for by a 
receipt dated April 22d, 1768, it appeal's that he was at that 
time, at Lunenburgh. It is probable that he soon after remov- 
ed to the " Grants," and this opinion is strengthened by tlio 
fact, that ho was at Charlcstown, New Hampshire, in the fol- 
lowing August. Before leaving the home of his nativity, ho 
had married, and in the rapid increase of his family, had already 
shown a laudable desire to emulate his father. Ilis advent was 
not hailed at AVindsor, the place he had chosen for his new 

» Journal of N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 880, 840, 813, 847, 865, 627, 629, 630, 639 : iL 
119, 120, 178,179, 183, 184. Ain. Arch., Fourth SlHcs, vol. v. cola. 841,356, 890. 
8G5-807, 991. Letter from the Kcv. Canon Micajuh Townseml, dated Clarence- 
ville, C. K,.Iuly Ist, 185G. 
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nbode, M'itU that cntliiisiosin which is so grntcfnl to tho volun- 
tary exile. On tho contrary, tlio inhabitants of the little town 
regarded his coming as an unfortunate occurrence. Scarcely 
was he settled, when Nathan Stone, the justice of the peace, 
received a notice fix>m Zedekiah Stone and Joseph Wait, tho 
overseers of the i>oor, in which they stated that complaint had 
been made to them "by the principal inhabitants" of Windsor, 
tluit '^ John Orout and his wife, and family of five or six chil- 
dren" who had lately arriveu, were " likely to become charge- 
able to the town." On this account, and to gratify the pauper- 
hating ])eople of Windsor, the overseers prayed that a warrant 
might be issued for the removal of said Grout and his family. 

Their i>rayer was granted, and Benjamin Wait and Ezra Gil- 
ber.t were authorized to command the immediate exodus of the 
])enniless lawyer and his de]>endents. Infonnation of the coui*bo 
which the town autliorities intended to pursue having been 
given to Grout, he, on the 22d of April, 1769, endeavored to 
obtain a stay of ijroceedings fi'om tlie officers who had beeirsent 
to remove him. To this end, he gave a written promise, that 
if permitted to remain a few days longer, he would, at the end 
of the specified time, be ready with his family, " at nine of the 
clock in tho forenoon" at his " dwelling-house in Windsor," " to 
be carried out of town." In case tliis request should be granted, 
he declared "on honor, and as a lawyer," Uiat no harm should 
come of it, either to the town or its officers. It is probable that 
the days of grace were given, and it would also appear that 
when these had passed, he had made some arrangements for re- 
maining in Windsor. He was there on the 27th of May follow- 
ing, and from a de][>osition made on the 31st of the same month, 
by Sinieon Olcott, an officer of that town, it seemed that there 
was at that time, "not any copy of a warrant of any kind" in 
his hands ngainst Grout, issued at the instance of Windsor people. 
On the 5tli of June following, Elijah Grout, a younger brother, 
testified to a similar statement. Grout next appeared at Chester, 
of which place he was a resident in Februaiy, 1770. Tlie events 
previously recorded, in which he had acted so prominent a 
part, happened during the summer of that year, and proba- 
bly afforded sufficient exercise for the restless disposition of 
the unfortunate Grout.* About this period his son, " a lad of 
thirteen years of age," ran away from the ])aternal roof, and tlie 

• Sec im(e, pp. 161-168. 
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notice of this event which Gi'out pnhh'shcd in the papers, and 
requested " all printers on the continent" to copy, was hcxided 
in staring capitals " Stop Thief 1 Stop Tliief 1" Notwithstand- 
ing the disrepute in which he was held by many, he obtained 
some business, and it appeara on the 8th of March, 1771, ho 
Biipplanted Thomas Chaudler, one of the most influential men 
in Chester, as the attorney and land agent of Cornelius Yaiiden- 
bergh, of the city of New York. 

Qrout endeavored to obtain an impartial execution of tho 
laws relative to the cutting of ship-timber, and M'as diligent in 
informing John Wentworth, the surveyor-general, of the short- 
comings of his deputies. His zeal does not appear to have met 
with the reward it deserved. In a bond dated the 17th of April, 
1773, given to Daniel AVhipple, the sheriff of Cnniberhind 
county. Grout, in answer to a citation, agreed to appear in tho 
city of New York on the third Tnesday of that month, to 
" answer to Richard Morris in a plea of trespass." Fi-om ac- 
companying circumstances, it would seem that the trespass with 
which he was charged was the destruction of his Majesty's 
masting trees. He was not unfrequently sent with dispatches 
to distant places, and was alwaj's careful to execute his com- 
missions with fldelity. On the occasion of a riot in Putney, 
early in the year 1772, he bore the intelligence of the disturb- 
ance to the city of New York. In the letter which he carried 
on this occasion to Governor Tryon, dated the 29th of January, 
Judge Lord, tho writer, after detailing a narrative of tho 
tumult, referred to Grout in these words : — " I have yet to 
crave your Excellency's patience and leave to recommend to 
your Excellency's favour Mr. John Grout, attorncy-at-law, Avho 
hatli suffered much by pei^sons enemical to this government, 
and to him, on account of his firm attachment to it, and endea- 
vours to maintain good order and justice therein. Truth itself 
obliges me to say, that his practice as an attorney in this county, 
has always entitled him to the good opinion of the court and 
the best gentlemen in the county, as I apprehend, although riot- 
ous persons and parties, friends to New Hampshire and ene- 
mies to good order, have given him much trouble, which ho 
has borne with great magnanimity, and strove in a legal and 
dispassionate way id overcome. Your Excellency, being ])er- 
fectly humane, will delight in protecting him." This extract 
represents Grout in a different aspect from that in which he has 
previously appeared. He was, it Avould seem, a Avarui sup- 
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l>orter of tlic clninis of New York to the " Grants," 4ind on this 
nccouut was shabbily treated by those who adhered to tlie New 
Ilaniiishire faction. An unhappy disposition, and a turn for 
j»cttifogging, were not the best equipments with which to meet 
this op]K)sition, and yet these were the weapons which Qrout 
ai>| tears to have brought to the combat 

Previous to the commencement of the Revohition, Qrout ex- 
])re88cd sentiments in opposition to tlie acts of the British mi- 
nistr}', and at a meeting held in Cliester on tlie 10th of October, 
1 774, was chosen by the patriotic citizens of that town a mem- 
ber of a committee, who were directed to join with the general 
committee of Cumberland county, in i)rcparing a report con- 
demnatory of the late acts of Parliament, to be sent to the New 
York connnittee of correspondence. His patriotism appears, 
however, to have been of short duration. A letter attributed 
to him, written from the " South-east part of Cheshire county, 
^Nfarch 10th, 1775," contains the most violent and obscene ex- 
pressions relative to the "damned Whigs." Still, his views 
cannot be determined by this production, for, although the firat 
impression M'hich one would derive from its perusal, is that the 
writer, whoever he might liave been, was a vile blackguard, 
destitute of principle, and unscrupulous in the expression of his 
opinions, yet a more careful examhiation suggests the idea that 
the comnnmication might have been intended as an allegorical 
declaration of sentiments in favor of a revolutionary movement. 
Iliin notion is supported by the closing paragraphs of the letter, 
which are in these words : — 

" IJo assured. Sir, that our Honored Master Beelzebub 
waited upon me yesterday, and Commande<l me to write to you 
and Inform you, that it is his Royal will and pleasure, that you 
play Hell with the Court that shall set at Westminster next week. 

" From your Friend and Brotlier, 

" Apollyon. 
" To the Faithful and Dearly beloved 

" Dr. Jones 

" P.S. Please to read this Epistle to all the Faithful Bre- 
thren and salute them, Cliarles Phelps and Doctor Harvey in 
particular, with a kiss of love." 

Tlirec days after the date of this letter, the courts were broken 
up at Westminster, and on that occasion, Dr. Reuben Jones, 
of Rockingliam, and Dr. Solomon Harvey, of Dnmraei*ston, 
were prominent leadcre among the Whigs. 
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' On the 12th of April, 1775, Gi'out, who had been imprisoned 
for debt, received '^liis liberty" from Ber jamin Archer, under- 
keeper of the jail at Westminster. Previous to this, ho ]iad 
satisfied certain judgments which had been obtained against him. 
His escape from this Scylla of confinement did not endblo him 
to avoid the Charybdis of the people's hate. Having been de- 
nounced by John Chandler, and Tliomas Chandler Jr., of Ches- 
ter, as an enemy to his country, he, according to his own state- 
ments, was threatened by some with death, and by others with 
tortures '^ at the hands of the Oreen Mountain Boys." In tliis 
emergency, he declared his innocence of the crime charged 
against him, and wrote to Col. John Hozeltine, the chairman 
of the Cumberland county committee of correspondence, and 
to the chairman of the Walpole committee of inspection, for 
protection. He also made known his situation to the Rev. 
Samuel Whiting, of Chester, and begged him to use his influenco 
^' with these mad people," and thus save the county from be- 
coming '^ an Aceldama or field of blood." In the hitter part 
of the month of May, while confined to his bed by a fever, a 
party of men entered his dwelling, headed by Thomas Chaiul- 
ler Jr., and endeavored to drag him out of doors, but wero 
prevented by the efforts and entreaties of his wife and his 
" good neighboure." On the foUowiug morning they renewed 
the attempt, and, having taken him about half a mile from his 
house, threatened to strangle him, but were induced to desist 
from executing this design. Having, through the efforts of his 
friends, regained his liberty, he claimed protection from the 
county committee. Tlie chairman of that body thereupon or- 
dered Chandler to desist from all attempts to injure Qront, 
which order Chandler promised to obey. 

Though freed in this manner, from the annoyances to 
which his suspicious conduct had subjected him, he could not 
resist the temptation of disturbing the peace of the county. To 
effect this end, he commenced an epistolary attack upon tho 
chairman of the committee of correspondence. Col. John 
Ilazeltine. In a letter to this gentleman written from the 
"County of Hampshire, Province of Mass'** July 10th, 1775," 
Grout accused him of presiding over the deliberations of a 
body of men whose acts were tyrannical, and whoso coiuluct 
was contrary to every principle of right. He further declared, 
that it was for this cause " that a great many of tho best peo- 
ple in the county of Cumberland who are substantial friends to 
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tlic Liberties of tlio i>eopIe and tho Sncrcd Iliglits of Mankind, 
and -who arc even 'willing to seal their I^vo of their Country 
with their DIockI in Defence of it, Qroan under the weight of tho 
Oppressions of that Lawless Banditti of men, who having first 
put a stop to the Course of Civil Justice tinder the assumed 
name of sons of Liberty, are destroying not only the Semblance, 
but even the substance and shadow of Liberty itself." In this 
style he continued through a long communication, to abuse the 
ollicers of Cumberland county, who in this time of emergency 
were directing their best efforts to secure to the people their 
rights, and to defend tliem from the machinations of Loyalists 
and Tories. 

Later in the year, ho addressed a " MemoHal and Petition" 
to the " men that are assembled at Westminster in the County 
of Cumberland, who call thentselves a County Cinigrees." In 
this remarkable production he accused the representatives of 
tho people of usurpation and oppression ; pictured their 
temporary government as a despotism ; and branded their 
chairman as a tyrant After detailing a few instances, in which 
they had been obliged for tho good of the community, to exer- 
cise dictatorial powers, he continued in this strain : — " Ton pro- 
ceeded on other business equally Infamous and Kascally, and 
then, like the Rump Parliament, adjourned yourselves. But 
your Sovereign, Col. ITazeltine, thinking good to call you to- 
gether before the time you was adjounied to, did do it, and you 
met on the 15th of August Last, and Proceeded to business. 
And wliy should yon not? The King, by the Constitution, has 
a Ili«?lit to call, adjourn, prorogue and dissolve parliaments. 
King IIazkltink did Bight in calling you together before the 
Time you had adjourned yourself to. Tin's was to Let you 
Know lie was your King, and it was no more than duty to Obey 
your Prince. Indeed, it must be confessed it was a rascally 
Trick in you ever to adjourn youi'sclvcs, for that was an In- 
fringement of your King ilazeltine's Prerogative, for the King 
by his Prerogative has the sole Right of adjourning Parlia- 
ments." The closing parngi'aphs of this memorial, although 
abounding in bombast and fustian, are sufficiently curious to 
warrant their presentation in this connection. "As for myself," 
wrote this conceited but witty poltroon, " I belong to another 
order of men, wlio will neither tfoyn with you, nor Oppose you. 
For wliy should I run with the Wind ? Surely, if I should, it 
will outrun me. Or why should I fight with the wind ? Surely, 
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tlicro is not bo much substance in tlie Skull of it, as that I could 
boat its Brains out with a Beetle. Surely, I will content iiiybclf 
with bearing your Blow, and will Say, Whoo-Raugh, Wlioo- 
Haugh to your mighty Bushing. After a mighty wind comes 
a calm. 

" Your petitioner most humbly prays, that you would be 
graciously pleased to annihilate yourselves, and Beturn into 
your Primitive Nothingness, unless tlie Good People of the 
County shall please to employ you about something. 

" But, oh, mighty Chaos, if yon will not condescend to grant 
this petition, I have another to make, which I beg of you not 
to deny me, which is this, that your almighty NothingshipB 
would be pleased to Honour your Petitioner, who heartily 
Despises you, by making him firet General and Commander-in- 
Chief of all your despisei's, that so he may be at the head of 
nine-tenths of the good people of this county. And your Peti- 
tioner as in Duty bound shall ever pray." 

In the fall of the same year, he was brought before the com- 
mittee of Chester, on a charge which had been preferred 
against him of speaking disrespectfully of the Continental 
Congress and the county committee. A quarrel having arisen 
among the membei's in respect to the maimer in which the 
trial should be conducted, Grout refused to make any defence, 
and remained wholly inactive during the proceedings. By a 
portion of the committee, he was adjudged to be an enemy to 
his country. From this decision he appealed to the county 
committee. The subject came before them on the 29th of No- 
vember, but they refused to sustain the appeal, and ordered 
him to withdraw it. At another meeting held on the 24th of 
July, 177G, a complaint was exhibited by John Chandler against 
Grout. The rnembers being unwilling to act upon it, referred 
it, at first, to the Chester committee, but by a subsequent voto 
recalled the reference and resolved to receive Grout's answer at 
their session in the following November. On the 8th of that 
month, a complaint against Thomas Chandler, Jr., was pre- 
•sented by Grout, to the county committee, accusing him of mal- 
treatment. " After maturely deliberating upon the case," the 
committee ordered Chandler to pay to Grout " the sum of Six 
Pence, York Currency." The costs of the investigation were 
divided equally between them, and both were " Ileprimanded 
by the Chairman in presence of the whole Board." Grout 
suffered on other occasions from the patriotism or maliciousness 
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of the Giandlcrs, and tlirougli their iiiflnence and tliat of 
others connected with them, he was taken prisoner at Giarles* 
town, New Hampshire, on the 27th of December, 1776. On 
the 2d of June, 1777, ho was a resident of Cliestcr, but soon 
aAer removed to Montreal, where ho assumed his true charac- 
ter, that of a British subject, and is said to have become " a 
distinguished lawyer."* 

He resided in Canada during the remainder of the war, and 
probably for several years after its close. His end was as tragic 
a-^ his life had been turbulent and unhappy. With a large sum 
of money in his possession, which he had collected for some per- 
son residing in one of the states, he Icil Canada for the purpose 
of convoying it to the owner, and was never afterwards heard 
of. For a long time it was supj)Osed that he had been drowned 
in crossing Lake Champlain. Many years after his sudden dis- 
appearance, a man was convicted of some crime punishable by 
death. Previous to his execution he acknowledged his guilt, and, 
in detailing the dark transactions of his life, confessed that he 
had murdered John Grout for the pui-pose of obtaining the 
money which he carried. He also described the place where 
he had buried the body. A search having been instituted, 
human bones were found at the spot he had designated. 

Hilkinh Grout, whoso name has occurred in these pages, was 
a brother of John, and was born at Lnnenburgh, Massachusetts, 
on the 23d of July, 1728. He lived for many yeare on the banks 
<»f Black river in the town of Weathersfield, in Windsor count}', 
Vermont, and there died, leaving a large family of children. 
Some of these were born previous to the time when his wife 
and some of her family were carried captive to Canada. Others 
were born after her return from bondage. 

Elijah Grout, another brother, bom at Lnnenburgh, Massa- 
chusetts, passed the greater part of his life, and died, at Charles- 
town, New Hampshire. 

Jonathan Grout, bom also at Lnnenburgh, a third brother ot 
John, resided at Petersham, Massachusetts. He obtained tlio 



• By an act of the General Assembly of Vermont, passed in February, 1779, 
those persons who had volnntnrily left thnt state, or any one of the United States, 
nnd "joined the enemies thereof," were forbidden to rotnm to Vermont. Accom- 
panying this net were the names of one hundred and eight persons to whom its 
provisions particularly referred. In the list appeared the name of John Gront 
of Chester.— Acts and Laws Gen. Ass. Vt, Feb., 1779, p. 72. 81ade*B Vt State 
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charter of Lunenburgh, a town in Essex county, Vermont, and 
owned nearly all the territory comprised within its limits.* 



LOT HAUL 




WAS bom at Yarmouth,in 
Barnstable county, Mas- 
sachusetts, in the year 
1757. Of his youthful 
days little is known. It is certain, however, tliat ho enjoyed 
all tlie advantages of a good school education, and that ho dili- 
gently improved whatever opportunities were offered him of 
obtaining information. At the commencement of the revolu- 
tionary war, he warmly espoused the cause of the colonies, and 
eagerly awaited the hour that should see him engaged in tlio 
service of his country. 

In accordance with a resolution of Congress, passed on the 
18th of July, 1775, recommending to each colony, to provide 
for the protection of its harbora and navigation, " by armed vcis- 
sels, or otherwise," South Carolina endeavored to render her 
maritime position more secure. On the 16tli of January, 1770, 
the delegates from South Carolina informed Congress that tlieir 
colony, " being in want of seamen, had given ordere to offer 
Iiigh wages to such as would engage" in her service, and desired 
the advice of Congress on the subject. The committee to whom 
the matter was referred, reported on the 10th, reconnnending 
to Captain Ilobcrt Cockran who had been sent from South Ca- 
rolina to obtain seamen, to offer to each able-bodied seaman, 
who would enter the service of that colony, wages at the rate of 
$8 per month, an immediate bounty of $0, and upon reaching 
South Carolina, a further bounty of $5. The captain was com- 
mended to the favor of Washington, who, on the 30th of Ja- 
nuary, promised to "give him every assistance" within his 
power. 

In the month of May following, young Hall procured enlist- 
ing ordei"s from Elijah Freeman Payne, who was then the lieu- 

* MS. Records, Cumberland Co. Com. Safety. Grout's MS. Letters. Letters 
from Harry Hale, Esq., of Chelsea, Vt, December 1st and 17th, 1862. Doc Hist 
N. Y., iv. 768,759,766. 
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tetmiit of IV twcnty-giin ship lying at Clmrlcston, South Caro- 
lina, coninmndcd by Captain Cockran. This ship, '*^liicli was 
called the llimdoiph, had been fitted out by South Carolina, as 
a part c»f her proportion of the continental navy, and in accord- 
ance with the reconitncndations of Congress, which had been 
adopted on the 18th of July, 1776. Payne had promised Hall a 
lieutenancy in the marine department, pi*ovided the latter should 
enliKt fifteen men and trans|)ort them to Providence, Rhode 
island. Entering n|)on his task with energy, and determined 
to win the station which had bceil offered him. Hall in a short 
time enlisted twenty-nine, men and a boy, residents of Barn- 
fitahlo comity, and having procured a schooner, commanded by 
Capt. Samuel Gray, conveyed his recruits to the place ap- 
pointed. He then went to Stonington, Connecticut, where ho 
ptu'cliascd six snuill camion of Joseph Deimison, and returning 
to Providence obtained a schooner of about fifty tons burthen, 
belonging to Clark, and Nightingale, and, with his men, sailed 
for Stonington, to take on board the cannon. Becoming con- 
vinced by this short trip, that the schooner would not carry 
sail sufficient to render her serviceable, either in giving chase, 
or in conducting a retreat, he procured another at Stonington 
named the Eagle. This vessel was immediately fitted out with 
provisions and warlike stores, and in her Captain Payne and 
Lieutenant Hall put to sea, in the month of June, with the 
intention of making a cruising passage to Charleston, where 
they and their men were to join the Ilandolph. 

The commencement of the expedition was attended with 
success. Three prizes were taken — the Venus, George CoHas, 
master, on the 23d of August; the Caledonia, Alexander Mc- 
Kinlay, master, on the 30th of August ; and another vessel the 
name of which is not known. Tliese were manned witli sea- 
men from the crew of the Eagle, and the little fleet set sail for 
the jmrt of Boston, where the Venus, under the charge of AVait 
Kathburn, prize-master, amved on the 20th of September, and 
the Caledonia, under the charge of Nathaniel Tliompson, prize- 
master, on the 23d of the same month. As the Eagle was con- 
voying in the third prize, she (the Eagle) fell in with and cap- 
tiu'ed the ship Speare, from the bay of Honduras bound for 
Glasgow, Scotland. Tlie Speare being short of provisions, it 
was deemed advisable to increase her supplies, and to transfer 
to her all the prisonei"8 on board of both the Eagle and the 
prize then under convoy. This was accordingly done, and by 
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the direction of Captain Payne, Lieutenant Ilal], as prize-mas* 
tor, took the comniand of the Spears, with orders to keep com- 
pany with the Eagle. For this purpose he was furnished with 
private signals, by the help of which he was enabled to pursuo 
the prescribed coui*se for ten days, when the vessels were sepa- 
rated " by a hard gale of wind and foggy weather." Captain 
Payne, in the Eagle, succeeded in reaching Boston, and on his 
arrival delivered to the proper authorities Captain Lamout of 
the Speara, whom he had taken prisoner. 

Soon after the Spears separated from the Eagle, the prisoners 
on board the former vessel mutinied. Lieutenant IlalPs men 
were so few in number that they were unable to quell the dis- 
turbance, and, on the 13tli of September, he was deprived of 
the conmiand of the ship. Tlie mutineera then held a long 
consultation, and agreed to make for Newfoundland for the 
purpose of procuring pi*ovisions. On reaching the Banks, they 
fell in with a brig from Falmouth, England, and from her cap- 
tain, who was of course friendly to the cause of Qreat Britain, 
they obtained supplies. From Newfoundland they set sail for 
Glasgow. On iirriving at that i>ort, on the 13th of October, 
Lieutenant Hall was taken into custody by the authorities of 
the city, and confined in prison. Having learned that the 
Mayor of Glasgow was a free-mason, Lieutenant Hall informed 
him by letter that he was a member of that brotherhood, and 
craved his assistance. He soon after was visited by the mayor 
in person, who obtained for him an extension of the liberties of 
the prison to a circuit of two miles; provided him with clothes 
and writing materials ; and invited him to dine at his mansion. 
From this gentleman Lieutenant Hall received many favora 
which tended to lessen the tedium of durance, and he ever 
after retained the profomidcst sentiments of gratitude and 
esteem towards his noble benefactor. 

On the fifth of April, 1777, Captain Lamont of the Spears 
arrived at Glasgow, and Lieutenant Hall was discharged from 
imprisonment, but no provision was made to enable him to 
procure a passage home. Finding a vessel belonging to an 
American citizen and engaged in the revenue service, he em- 
barked on board of her, and at the Isle of Ifan, and at AVhite- 
haven also, endeavored to obtain a passage either to France or 
the West Indies, but was unsuccessful. Kcturning to Scotland, 
he took passage to Ireland, where, according to his own declara- 
tion, he " found the people very kind and civil, as well as warmly 
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nttnchecl to the American canse." Having revealed to tliem 
his cirenmstanceB and condition, they provided for him "in a 
genteel manner" until the following August, when he sailed in 
tlic sliip Glorious Memory for the West Indies, and arrived at 
Barbadoes in October. Thence ho took passage for Antigua, 
and from that port sailed to St Eustatia. Uere ho met with 
Captain Ilinson of the Duko of Grafton, on board of which 
vessel ho sailed for Virginia. When within Capes Charles 
and Henry, the Duko of Grafton was captured on the 28th of 
December by the St Albans, a British man-of war of sixty-four 
guns, commanded by Ilobert Onslow, then lying in Hampton 
road, and Lieutenant Hall was again made prisoner. During 
the time of this second captivity, which lasted but ten days, his 
sufferings on board the St Albans were " everything that Bri- 
tish insolence and cnielty could inflict, short of actual violence." 
Tlirongh the interposition of Patrick Henry, then Governor of 
Virginia, Lieutenant Hall was exchanged, and having been 
])rovided by his Excellency with a horse and money, set out on 
his journey home. 

On reaching Pennsylvania, his money being exhausted, he 
]>resented a memorial to Congress on Uie 23d of January, 1778, 
in which he recounted the scenes through which he had passed 
during the eighteen months preceding, and asked either for a 
sitiuition on a continental vessel, or means sufficient to enable 
him to reach Boston. Tlie subject was referred \o the marine 
committee, but no record of their report appears on tlio pages 
of the Journals of Congress. By the assistance of his friends, 
and his " utmost exertions," he reached Barnstable on the 22d 
of Fcbrnary following. For these services he afterwards 
endeavored to obtain the "pay allowed by the then naval 
est.iblislinient to officers of his rank," but failed to receive the 
well-earned reward. Many yeara aft«r his death. Congress 
recognized the justice of the claim he had presented, and 
awarded to his descendants a portion of that remuneration 
wliicli ho should have received for his valuable services in 
behalf of his country. 

On returning from captivity, Mr. Hall commenced the study 
of law at Barnstable, in the office of Shearjasliub Bourne. 
Here, it is supposed, he remained until the latter part of the 
year 1782, when he removed to Vermont At Bennington, 
where he at fii-st took up his abode, he remained but a short 
time. In the year 1783 he was at Westminster, as appeare by 
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an entry in the records of the Council of Vermont, dated on 
the 18th of October in that year at WestminBter, and signed by 
him as secretary j/ro tempore. On the 13tli of February, 1780, 
ho was married in Boston, by the Eev. John Clark, to Mary 
Homer, of that place.* He afterwards purchased a dwelling oii 
the flat, in the north part of Westminster, and by diligent atten- 
tion to his profession, obtained a good practice and an honora- 
ble reputation. lie was chosen to represent the town hi which 
he resided, in the General Assembly, at the sessions in 1789, 
1791, 1792, and 1808. AVith Paul Brigham, Samuel Hitch- 
cock, and Lemuel Chipman, he was appointed a presidential 
elector by tlie General Assembly, at their session in 1792, and, 
with his colleagues, cast the vote of the state for Qeorge Wash- 
ington and John Adams. By an act of the General Assembly, 
passed on the 1st of November, 1800, incorporating Middle- 
bury college, he was constituted a fellow of that institution, and 
served in that capacity until- the time of his death. In 1701) 
he was a member of the Council of Censors, and for bovcii 
yeai-s — from 1794 to 1801 — was a judge of the Supremo court 
of tlie state. 

While holding this latter position, he discharged the duties 
of his office with great fidelity and credit. A charge delivered 
by him to tlie grand jurora of Windham county, at a session 
of the Supreme court, hold at Newfaue in the year 1798, was 
described in the " Fanner's Museum," a celebrated newspaper 
of that period, as a production " replete with sound principles 
and the very essence of federalism," and " honourable to its 
author as a politician, as a scholar, and as an ardent federalist" 
"At this juncture," observed the editor of the same journal, 
" we conceive that charges of such a complexion, coming from 
the grave authority of a judge, are eminently impressive, con- 
vincing, and useful." At a session of tlie Supreme court held 
in Windham county, during the month of August, 1800, Judge 
Hall again charged the grand jury in an able and eloquent 

* At the time of her marriage, Miss Homer, who was an orphan, was only fit* 
teen years of ago. Under the title of " A Ttuq Story," a very romantic account 
of the circumstances attending her courtship and marriage appeared in tho 
** Herald of Freedom," in December, 1789. In this narrative, Ophelia repreicnts 
Miss Homer; Lysander, Mr. Hall; and Alphonso a disapi)uintcd lover. Tliu 
"True Story" was copied into the "Barnstable Journal" in August, 1829, and 
was reprinted in the "Troy Daily Post" on the 21st of February, 1845. Mrs, 
Hall outlived her husband many years, and died on the 2 1st of February, 1813, 
aged seventy-two years. 



ELOQUENT EULOGY ON WASHINOTON. G03 

iimnncr. His address on this occasi )n was Bubscqucntlj pub- 
lished at tlieir request In the course of his remarks, he ad- 
verted to the character of TVashington, whose death had lately 
occurred, in these words : — 

^' Our country has sustained an irreparable loss by the death 
of this greatest and best of men. To bestow on him the epithet 
of great, would be but common praise. His name alone ex- 
presses enough. Tlie simple name of Washington will bo 
remombercd with veneration and respect by posterity, when all 
the titles of human greatness and distinction have sunk beneath 
the stroke of time. All our oratora and poets have vied with 
eiich other to do justice to his merit, and sacred and profane 
histf)ry have been ransacked to find his equal. When the 
}>«irn11el has been drawn between him and Moses or Solomon in 
sacred history, or between him and the greatest characters, 
both ancient and modem, that profane history can boast, tliey 
appear but diminished spectres. 'His deserved fame eclipses 
every other name 

*' Ilis character in private as well as public life, is without a 
blemish, lie seems to have possessed every accomplishment 
which makes a man either amiable or estimable. His senti- 
ments of religion were noble and elevated. His regard for 
Christianity was evidenced by a respectful attendance on its 
instituted forms of worship, and by treating with equal candor 
and indulgence all denominations^ without prefernng one to 
the other. His gentle and amiable disposition endeared him 
to his private frieiuls. His graceful manners engaged him the 
afTections of all ordere of the people. He was one of tlie most 
accom])li6lied men of the age, and possessed all the great quali- 
ties both o!^ body and mind, natural and acquired, which could 
lit him for the high station to which he attained. Tlie affability 
of his address encouraged those who might be overawed by the 
sense of his dignity and wisdom. Though he often indulged 
his facetious humor, he knew how to temper it with discre- 
tion, and ever kept at a distance from all indecent familiarities 
with tliosc about him. He l'>vcd and practised the virtues of 
domestic lite, which seldom hold their residence among the 
great. He was chaste and temperate, enjoying without excess 
the social i)lca8urcs of the table. All his titles of greatness 
were adomicd by the tender name of a faithful husband and 
an indulgent parent, for, though childless himself, he embraced 
as his own the children of his brother and sister, and the ex- 
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prcsdionB of his regard were extended to the most distant and 
obscure branches of liis numerous kindred. His familiar friends 
were judiciously selected. lie respected the good and the vir- 
tuous, who with the innocent were rewarded by his judicious 
liberality, while the more diffusive circle of his benevolenco 
was circumscribed only by the limits of the human race. 

" When not engaged in war, he cultivated the arts of peace. 
Tliat he delighted in farming, is evident f;x)Hi his following the 
plough in his native soil, and from tlie great improvements ho 
made in every branch of agriculture. Tlmt he wished to bo 
useful in ordinary life, was evidenced by his acting as a mem- 
ber of assembly, a magistrate, and sitting as a common juror in 
a court of j ustice, in the county where he resided. . Washing- 
ton was not stimulated by avarice, fired by ambition, nor did 
he thirst for conquest. It should ever be remembered that ho 
was never engaged in any offensive war. ' His whole military 
career is rendered more glorious and resplendent, when it is 
considered that he always fought in defence of his country. His 
mild disposition was ever respected by the good and virtuous, 
while the vigor of his character struck terror into the degene- 
rate and guilty. No more lives were sacrificed under his com- 
mand, than the fate of war rendered inevitable. Although ho 
always considered the exercise of strict justice as the most 
important duty of his ofiicial life, yet the exercise of mercy was 
his most delightful employment. Should his enemies doubt 
this, I call on them to read, if they can, without emotion, his 
letter to Captain Asgill, containing the pleasing yet unexpected 
tidings of his enlargement from what he had long dreaded as 
a dismal confinement. 

" Heaven seems to have sent him upon earth, to serve at 
once as an example of that perfection of which human nature 
is capable, and of that happiness it may enjoy in private life — 
and at the same time, to have liberally endowed him with thoso 
public virtues, which sometimes raise human nature above 
itself. In short, nothing seems wanting to grace the i^erfcction 
of his character. He sustained advei*sity with firmness, and 
prosperity with moderation. Tlie power and sublimity of his 
genius transcended the fame of Caisar, and his consummate 
wisdom and prudence, that of Augustus. His superiority in 
peace, as well as in war, has been acknowledged by all, and 
even his enemies have confessed, with a sigh, his great and 
shining accomplishments, and that he loved his country and 
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acscrvod the empire of tlie world. Though we cannot expect 
to reach the transcendent height of his public honors and mili- 
tary glory, yet with respect to the exercise of his private and 
domestic virtues, we may in some measure be imitators of Iiim. 
Let us,. then, copy his bright example. Let us live and act as 
ho advises, and in this way shall we more convincingly evi- 
dence our regard for his memory, than we should, were we daily 
to repair to his sepulchre, and bedew with tears of sincere 
regret, that stupendous monument of our country's salvation." 

While attending the General Assembly, during their session 
at ^[ontpelier, in the autumn of 1808, Judge Hall was seized 
with a violent catarrhal affection which assumed an incurable 
form, and caused his death on the 17th of May, 1809. In his 
" Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, published in 1797, Dr. John 
A. Graham observes of Mr. Hall : — He " is one of tlie judges 
of the Supreme court, which office he fills in such a manner as 
to reflect lionour, even on so important a station. His memoi^ 
is so wonderfully tenacious, as to make him master of every 
subject he reads or hears, and to enable him to recapitulate 
them without the slightest hesitation or previous study." As a 
friend, Mr. Hall was constant, confiding, and generous. As n 
citizen, patriotic, public-spirited, and liberal. As a husband, 
obliging, affectionate, and gentle. He was ever ready to assist 
tlie ]>oor in their misery, and the afflicted in their suffering. 
Nothing aroused more fully his resentment than the oppression 
of the weak by the sti-ong.* His legal abilities were of a high 
order, and were well suited to the times in which, and the peo- 
ple among wliom he lived. While on the bench, his opinions 
were prepared with deliberation, and his decisions were ever 
based in justice and right His fund of anecdote was great, 
and a memory of surpassingly retentive powers enabled him to 
call up on any occasion, incidents illustrative of whatever toi^ic 

might be under consideration. This remarkable faculty, com- 

• 

* An instance of his rendiness to espouse the canse of the oppressed wos seen 
in the attempt which he made — nt a meeting of the " church of Christ** in West- 
minster. hel«1 on the 27th of May, 1796 — to defend Mrs. Bcthinh llolton, ft mem. 
her of that church, ngninst whom he thought an undue severity was being exer- 
ci.«ed, on account of her avowal of the belief "thot oil mankind wiU finally 
be restored to the Divine favor through the puflfcrings, death, and atonement of 
Christ." An account of the proceedings on this occasion, and a report of Judge 
11 nil's remarks, were published in the " Farmer's Weekly Museum," on the 2d of 
Jtme, and the 7th of Jul}', 1796, ond in the "Rural Magazine: or Vermont Repo. 
sitory," for June, 1796. 
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bined with an extensive experience of men and things, and an 
affable disposition, rendered Iiis conversation not only agreeable 
but instructive. Thongli dying in the fifty-third year of his 
age, liis Hfo was an active one, and his pei*sonal and political 
influence was felt and acknowledged in the community in 
which he resided.* 



THOMAS JOHNSON. 

In the year 1762, Thomas Johnson, then in the twenty-first 
year of his age, removed from Ilampstead, New Ihimpsliirc, 
to Newbury on the New Hampshire Grants. In the servico 
of Col. Jacob Bayley he was entrusted with tlie care of tliat 
gentleman's lands, whicli were situated on the west side 
of the Connecticut, and were subsequently comprised within 
tlie limits of Newbury. The charter of Newbury was granted 
by Benning Wentworth, on the 18tli of !&[arcli, 1703, and in 
the same year Mr. Johnson became a resident of the town, and 
. there purchased lands. At this time there was no road in any 
direction leading from Newbury, and bread-stufts and all arti- 
cles of furniture, agriculture, and consumption, were brought 
on horseback from the liead waters of the Merrimac, or in boats 
from Cliarlestown, eighty miles below. The new settlement 
rapidly increased in population, and its rich acres were soon 
converted into well-cultivated farms. In the summer of 1775, 
Mr. Johnson, who then owned large tracts of land, and had 
become a successful merchant, built for the accommodation of 
himself and family, a large house, which is still standing, and 
which even at this day, is one of the best and most si^acious 
dwellings in the town. 

At the commencement of the Revolution, the inhabitants of 
Newbuiy, who were nearly all Whigs, held a town meeting, 

* Journals Aro. Cong., ed 1823, I 110, 238, 240. Sparks's Writings of Wash- 
ington, iii. 270. Almou's Remembrancer, ii. 853: iii. ISO: iv. 201, 317. Ilouse 
Documents of 26th Cong., Ist session. No. 68. Dcming's Cat of Yt Officers, pat- 
9WL Thomas's (Mass.) Spy, Dec. 13th, 1792, No. 1028. Farmers* Weekly Mu- 
seum, or New Hampshire and Vermont Journal, Walpole, N.H., Sept 3il, 1708, 
Farmers' Museum, or Literary Gazette, Walpole, N. II., August 18th' and 25th, 
1800. Graham's Yt, p. 111. Beckle/s Uist Yt, p. 124. Acta and Laws Yt. 
1800, pp. 86-40. Antet p. 453. 



BEBTIOES OP THOMAS J0UK80M. 607 

and in the most deliberate manner declared themselves inde- 
pendent of Great Britain, and entered .the declaration in tlie 
records of the town. During the latter part of March and the 
early jinrt of April, 1776, Mr. Johnson traced out on foot, 
through an unbroken wilderness and the melting snows of spring, 
a path for a military road from Newbury to St. John's. Ills 
journal of the survey was sent to General Washington. Tlio 
object of this examination was to ascertain a practicable and 
short route for the invasion of Canada. Several other explora- 
tions of a similar character were made at this period, but cir- 
cumRtances never afterwards favored an expedition which was 
so strongly desired, so long contemplated, and once actually 
organized under La Fayette. In the year 1777,. Mr. Johnson at 
that time holding a captain's commission, raised and took the 
command of a company, which served under General Lincoln, 
whoso head-quartcre were at Manchester. Witli this distin- 
guished officer. Captain Johnson was for some time connected 
as aid-dc-camp. In September of the same year. General Lin- 
coln sent five hundred men, of whom Captain Johnson's com- 
pany formed a part, to reconnoiti*e Ticonderoga and Mount 
Independence. Tlie former post was taken, and the latter was 
besieged for several days. 

In a letter to his wife, dated the 12th of September, 1777, in 
camp, near Mount Independence, Captain Johnson observed : — 
" I have had little sleep these three nights, for tlie roaring of 
cannon and the cracking of guns are continually in our cai-s. 
I must say that I felt ugly when I first heard the firing. I have 
had but few chances of firing my gun at the enemy. "When T 
fired the first time, they gave me three for one. Tlie cannon- 
balls and the grape-shot rattle like hail-stones, but they don't 
kill men. I don't feel an}'- more concerned here, thnn I did at 
home in my business." Of the prisoners taken at Crown Point 
during this expedition, one hundred were placed in the charge 
of Ca])tain Johnson, who conducted them to Charlestown, New 
Hampshire, where he delivered them to a continental officer, 
who led tliem into country quarter. Captain Johnson then 
returned to Newbury, where he was actively employed for 
the next four ycare in improving his estate. During this period 
he was honored by the Assembly of New York with a lieute- 
nant-coloncl's commission in the militia. On account of his par- 
ticipation in tlic transactions at Ticonderoga, Colonel Johnson 
was narrowly watched by the British, who sought to take him. 
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Tlie method of his capture on the morning of the 8th of March, 
1781, while at Peacham, and the treatment he received during 
his detention in Canada, have been already detailed.* On tlio 
6th of October following, he was released oa parole of honor, 
having firat pledged his faith to General Ilaldimand in a writ- 
ten agreement, that, until he should be ^^ legally exchanged/' 
he would '^ not do or say anything contrary to his Majesty's 
interest or government," and would " repair to whatever placo 
his Excellency or any other, his Majesty's commander-in-chief 
in America," should designate. This pai*ole was the cause of 
great trouble and anxiety to him during the year 1782. IIo 
sometimes received visits from spies, with whom, on account 
of his peculiar relations with the enemy, ho was obliged to hold 
communication. A knowledge of an intercourse of tliis naturo 
subjected him to suspicion as a traitor, and rendered his situa- 
tion very unpleasant. To free himself from an imputation so 
galling to his honor and patriotism, he communicated to Qene- 
ral Washington all the information he had obtained during his 
captivity, concerning the designs of the British ; detailed to him 
the measures he had taken to gain his liberty ; revealed to him 
his motives for adopting the course he had pui*sued since his 
return from Canada ; enclosed him a copy of the agreement ho 
had made with General Ilaldimand ; and prayed tliat some 
means might be taken to effect his exchange, and restore him 
to perfect freedom. 

Furnislied with lottere of introduction from the Hon. Meshech 
Weare, President of New Hampshire, and Nathaniel Peabody, 
a respected citizen of that state. Colonel Johnson visited Gene- 
ral Washington in the latter part of the year 1782. The result 
of this interview is not known. It is certain, however, that 
the conduct of Colonel Johnson met with the full approbation 
of General Washington. Fearing that he should be recalled to 
Canada, Colonel Johnson absented himself from home, and did 
not return until after the 20th of January, 1783, the date of the 
declaration of j^caco. On one occasion, and while subjected to 
his parole, he was informed that the British had laid a plan to 
capture his friend and neighbor, Gen. Jacob Bayley. At tho 
risk of his own life and liberty, he forewarned tho General of 
his danger, and enabled him to escape it. Among the gentle- 
men with whom he was in correspondence, and for whom ho 

• See ante, pp. 401-408. 
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procured intelligence concerning the British, was Capt Ebene« 
zcr Webster, of Salisbury, New Hampshire, the father of Daniel 
Webster, who in the year 1782 commanded the militia raised 
f(fr the protection of the nortlieni frontiers, and was stationed 
for a time at Newbury. 

Tlie patriotism of Colonel Johnson, though subjected to many 
severe trials, was ever pure and perfect, and his worth and in- 
tcfi^rity were undoubted. IIo possessed the entire confidence 
of his fellow-townsmen, and represented them in the General 
Assembly of Vermont, during the years 1786, 1787, 1788, 1789, 
17»0, 1 795, 1797, 1799, 1800, and 1801. lie was born in Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts, on the 22d of March, 1732, 0. S., and 
<lic(l at Newbury on tlie 4th of January, -1819, at the age of 
8t»vcnty-sevcn years. His father was John Johnson, who was 
bom in Haverhill, Massachusetts, on the 15th of November, 
1711. His great-great-grandfather was William Johnson, who 
ill the year 1034 or 1635 was one of the founders and proprie- 
tors of Charlestown, Massachusetts, and who emigrated from 
Ilerne Hill, in the county of Kent, England. Edward John- 
son, a brother of William, was a proprietor and founder of 
Wobum, Massachusetts, and was the author of a quaint history 
of the colony, which has now become a rare work.* 






JOSEPH KELLOOO. 

When the town of Deerfield was destroyed by the Indians, on 
the 29th of February, 1703, Joseph Kellogg, then a lad of 
twelve, with his brother Martin Jr., and his sisters Joanna and 
Kobecca, was taken captive and carried to Canada. Here ho 
remained with the Indians a year, and was then delivered to 
the French, with whom he spent the ten years succeeding. 
During tills time he travelled with traders, and by pai'ticipating 
in their negotiations, not only acquired the French language, 
but the tongues of all the tribes of Indians with which the 
Frcncli were engaged in traffic. Of the dialect of the Mohawks 
his knowledge was especially thorough. In this manner, to use 

* MSS. in the pofficwion of tho Johnson family. Powers's Hist Sketches of the 
Coos Country, pp. 48» 180, 181, 194-221. Deming*B Cat of Vt Officers, jNUttm. 
Graham's DcscriptiTC Sketch of Vt, p. 149. 



670 HI8T0BT OF 1SA8TEBK YEBMOMT. 

liis own expressions, ho " got into a very good way of business, 
so as to get considerable of moneys and other things, and liand- 
Bomely to snpport himself, and was under no restraint at all." 
Yielding to the solicitations of his brotlier, and encouraged by 
Colonel Stoddard and Mr. Williams, he returned home in tho 
year 1714, and two years later was placed in die pay of govern- 
ment. Thus did he obtain a livelihood until the year 1722, 
when he was employed by the province of Massachusetts Bay 
to perform journeys to Canada, Albany, and .other distant 
places. Of his more specific duties there still remain a few data, 
which, it is reasonable to suppose, may be regarded as reliable. 
In 17*22, he commanded a company of ten men at Korthficld. 
It also appears by a memorandum dated' the 2Gth of July, in 
the same year, that he was a lieutenant under Samuel Barnard, 
and acted also as an interpreter. He was captain of a com- 
pany at Decrficld in 1723, and of another at Sufiicld, Connecti- 
cut, from November, 1723, to May, 1724. On the 9lh of 
November, 1723, he was ordered to scout on the northern fron- 
tier of Ilamj^shire county. His skill in Indian signals, and 
modes of ambush and warfare, enabled him to meet the savago 
foe on terms almost equal. In obedience to a connnand dated 
the 22d of May, 1724, Colonel Kellogg, as he was then desig- 
nated, attended an Indian conference at Albany, in company 
with Colonel Stoddard. In the same year he sent out several 
scouting parties, of whose routes and doings he preserved a 
journal, which he afterwards sent to Lieut-Qov. William Dum- 
mer. As a specimen of documents of this kind, it is here in- 
serted : — 

" May it please your ITonour. 

"These wait upon your Honour, to present my humble Duty 
to you, and acquaint you with my proceedings. Pui*suant to 
your order, I have sent out several scouts, an account of w** I 
here present your Honour with. 

" The firet on November 30, w® went on y* west side of Con- 
necticut Kiver, and crossing y* West River went up to y* 
Great Falls and returned, making no discovery of any 
Enemy. 
" Tlie next scout went up y* "West River G miles, and then 
crossed y* wood up to y* Great Falls, and returned, making 
no discovery of any new signs of an cncm)^ 
"Tlie next scout, I sent out west from Northfield about 12 miles 
and from thence northward, crossing West River thro y« 
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woods : then steering enst, they came to 7* Canoo place about 
10 or 17 miles above Northfield. 
^^ II1C next scout 1 sent out northwesf, about 6 miles, and then 
flicy steered north until they crossed West River, and so thro 
y« woods to y« Great Meadow below y* Great Falls, then they 
crossed Connecticut River and came down on y* East side 
untill they came to Northfield without any new Discovery, 
this ]y[eadow being about 82 miles fi*om Northfield. 
" llie next scout I sent up y* West River Mountain, and there 
to Lodge on y* top and view Evening and Morning for 
sinoaks, and from thence, up to y* mountain at y* Great Falls 
and there also to Lodge on y* top and view moniing and 
evening for smoaks; but these making no discovery, re- 
turned. 
" Tlic next scout, I sent up y* West River 6 miles and tlien 
north till they came upon Sextons River, 6 miles from y* 
mouth of it^ w« empties it self at y* foot of y* Great Falls, 
and then they came down till they came to y* mouth of it, 
and so returned, but made no discovery of any enemy. 
" I have here given your Honour a true account of the several 
scouts I have sent out, and I should have sent out many more, 
but y* groat difficulty of high water and unfavorable weather, 
and very slippery going and snow, has prevented any greater 
proceedings therein." 

Finding that these employments, though necessary and labo- 
rious, scarcely afforded him the menus of living, he petitioned 
the General Court of Massachusetts, on the 4th of January, 
1727, for "some rewnrd or assistance." In answer to his 
j»raycr, a grnnt was made him of two hundred acres of the un- 
appropriated lands in the county of Hampshire. In the same 
year, Fort Dummer was converted into a garrisoned trading- 
lionse, and the charge of it was given to Captain Kellogg. 
Here he remained as commander and truck-master until the 
year 1740. 13nt these employments did not hinder him from 
engaging in othere. He was appointed on the 19th of October, 
1738, with Timothy Dwight and William Chandler, to lay out 
the townships at Pequoiag, and on Ashuelot river in New 
Hampshire. In the year 1736, he received a warrant to act as 
interpreter for the Bay province to the Indian nations, which 
warrant was confirmed by a more specific connnission, dated in 
1740. From this time until the year 1749, he received pay 
from the Fort Hummer establishment as interpreter, and. 



672 HI8T0BT OF SA8TEBN VXBlCOlTr. 

according to his own candid statement, '' acted as such with 
great fidelity, and to the acceptance, as he hopes, of the govern- 
ment." He was present at the Indian conference lield at tho 
fort, on tlie 6th and 6th of October, 1737, and bore an import- 
ant part in the transactions of that occasion. Fi*om 1749 until 
1753, he was variously occupied, but, as it appeara fi*om a peti- 
tion dated on the 30th of May, in the latter year, had not at 
that time received pay for Iiis services during die four years 
preceding. He was also employed for fitteen montlis as au 
interpreter in the school which was established by tho Rev. 
John Sergeant and Ephraim Williams, Esqr., at Stockbridge, 
for the education of Indian youths. In the year 1754, he was 
present at the celebrated Albany treaty, '' which was attended 
by a greater number of respectable personages, from tlie seve- 
ral provinces and colonies, tlian had met upon any similar occa- 
sion." 

His services in behalf of government do not seem to liavo 
met with the reward they merited, and a petition presented by 
him to the Qeneral Court, on the 29th of May, 1755, shows 
that the arrearages for which ho had asked two years before, 
had not yet been paid him. In the year 1756, though broken 
in health, and at the age of sixty-six, he was pei'suadcd by 
General Shirley to accompany him as an interpreter to Oswego. 
Tlie frttigue'incident to the undertaking proved too great for his 
enfeebled constitution, and ho died before tho completion ot* tho 
journey, and was buried at Schenectady. " He was the bcbl 
interpreter in his day that New England had," observes tho 
Kev. Gideon Ilawley, " and was employed upon every occa- 
sion." It is supposed he was born in SuiHeld, Connecticut. 

Martin Kellogg Jr., the brother of Joseph, well known by 
tho name of Captain Kellogg, and who was captured at the 
burning of Decrfield and taken to Canada, escaped from Mon- 
treal in company with three othei*8, in May or June, 1705, and 
returned home. In the month of August, 1708, while on a 
scouting expedition to White river, in tho present state of Ver- 
mont, he was again taken prisoner by the Indians, but succeeded 
in discharging his gun and wounding one of his enemies in the 
thigh before his capture. lie was a second time conveyed to 
Canada, and during his life was compelled on several occasions 
to make involuntary journeys of a similar nature, to that pro- 
vince, lie was remarkable for his courage and bodily strength, 
and many stories were related of his feats and exploits in early 
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lire. Like liis brother, ho irns omploycd in the mieeion school 
at Stockbridgc, ^vhcro it is believed his labors were acceptable. 
He lived at Newington, near Famiiiigton, in Connecticut, 
where it is 8iip|)06ed he dieil, about the year 1758. It is not 
known at wliat time Joanna, one of the sistera of Joseph and 
Hart in, returned home. The other sister, Eebecca, who was 
about three years old at the time of her capture, resided among 
the Caughnawagas in Canada, until she was a maiden grown. 
On her retnm, she became the wife of Benjamin Ashley. In 
the year 1753, when Mr. — afterwards the Kev. — Gideon Ilaw- 
1(7, of ^rai*Rhpee, was employed with othera, to visit the Indians 
at Onohoghgwago or Oquago, now the town of Windsor, in 
Uroome county, Kew York, she accompanied the mission, and 
was regarded as " a very good sort of woman, and an extraor- 
dinary interpreter in the Iix)quoi8 language." She resided at 
Onohoghgwnge until tlie time of her deatli, which took place 
in August, 1757, and was buried at that place. She was much 
lamented by the Indians. Her Indian name was Wansaunia.* 




SAMUEL XNIOBT 

OCCUPIED a position of great (L^V* 
influence and high respecta- 
bility among the lawyers who practised at the bar of Cumber- 
laud county prior to the Eevolution. Ilis commission as an 
attorney-at-law in "his Majesty's courts of record" in that 
county, was dated the 23d of June, 1772. Tlie only appoint- 
ment which he held under the province of New York, was that 
of commissioner to administer oaths of office. Tliis he received 
on the 18th of February, 1774. He was present at the affray 
whicli occurred at Westminster on the 13th of March, 1775. 
At the inquest which was held on the body of William French, 
who was shot on that occasion, he, with four others, was de- 
clared guilty of his deatli. The conduct of Mr. Knight imme- 

* JournnlB Gen. Court Mass. Bfiy, pditittK M3S. in office Sec State Mass. 
Maaa. Ilist Coll, iv. 67 : x. 143. Biog. Mem. of Rev. John Williams, pp. 84, 118. 
lli«t West Mass., i. 168. Doc. Hist N. Y., iii. 1033-1046. Uoyfs Indian Wars, 
pp. 196, 199. 
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dintelj after this event, is described in a foot-note to that most 
entertaining tale, by the Hon. Daniel P. Tliompson, entitled 
" Tlie Kangers ; or the Toil's Daughter." Tlie facts narrated 
in this foot-note rest on Uie authority of ^' an aged and distin- 
guished early settler" of Vermont, and are given in his own 
words : — '^ I have heard Judge Samuel Knight describe tlio 
trepidation that seized a portion of the community, when, after 
the massacre, and on tlie rising of the surrounding country, 
they came to learn the excited state of the ix)pu]ace. IIo 
related how ho and another member of the bar (Stearns, I 
think, who was aflerwai'ds attorney-secretary of Nova Scotia) 
hurried down to the river, and finding there a boat (such as 
was used in those times for canning seines or nets at the shad 
and salmon fishing-grounds, which were frequent on both bides 
the river, below the Qreat Falls), they paddled themselves 
across, and lay all day under a log in the pine forest opposite 
tlie town ; and when night came, went to Parson Fessenden's, 
at Walpole, and obtained a horse ; so that, by riding and tying, 
they got out of the country till the storm blew over, when 
Knight returned to Brattleborougli." 

From Westminster, Knight went to Boston, and thence to the 
city of New York, where he arrived on the 29th of March. 
On his return to Brattleborough in the coui*se of the following 
summer, he resumed his professional duties, but does not appear 
to have taken any very active part in the struggle between 
Great Britain and the colonics. When Vermont was declared 
a separate and independent state, he strenuously favored the 
jurisdiction of New York on the "Grants," and strove to effect 
a reconciliation between the contending parties. In the supply 
bill passed by the Legislature of New York on the 4th of No- 
vember, 1778, £G0 were voted to him as a reimbui-sement of 
his " expcnccs in attending upon tlie Legislature, on the busi 
ness of quieting the disordei^s prevailing in the north-eastern 
parts of this state." Satisfied, at length, that New York would 
never be able to maintain her claim to the " Grants," he became 
an open supporter of the government of Vermont. He after- 
wards removed to Guilford, and in the year 1781 was appointed 
a justice of the peace. Owing to the discontent of some of the 
citizens of that portion of the state, who believed him to be in- 
fected not only with sentiments favorable to New York, but 
with Tory principles, he was suspended from office by the 
Council on the 12th of April of the same year. He was rein- 



LUKE KNOWLTON. 675 

stated on tlic 25tli of October following. He occupied the posi- , 
tion of fii-st judge of Windham county during the years 1786, 
17U4, 1795, and 1801, and prdsidcd as chief justice in tho 
Supreme court of the state from 1789 to 1793. In his " De- 
scriptive Sketch of Vermont," Dr. John A. Graham observes 
of Judge Kniglit : — " lie was bred to the law ; is a gentleman 
of great abilities ; and lias rendered many essential services to 
hirt fellow-citizens, but, I am sorry to add, they have by no 
means been recompensed as they ought to be. To Mr. Knight 
that celebrated line of Pope may truly bo applied, 

** 'An honest man '■ the noblest work of Ood.'*^ 



LUKB KNOWLTON. 

Luke Knowlton was born in Shrewsbury, Worcester county, 
Massachusetts, and was married to Sarah Holland, who bore 
him three sons and four daughters. He removed to Newfane 
in the year 1772, where he lived until the time of his death, 
which occuiTcd on the 12th of December, 1810, at the age of 
seventy-three years. Tlie third charter of the township of New- 
fane was granted by tho government of New York on the 11th 
of May, 1772, to Walter Franklin and twenty othere, most of 
whom were inhabitants of New York city. On the day follow- 
ing, the charter was conveyed to Luke Knowlton and John 
Taylor, of Worcester county, Massachusetts. Tlie town was 
orgaiiizc<l on the 17th of May, 1774, and on that occasion 
Knowlton was chosen town-clerk, and held that i)ost for sixteen 
yoaiR. He was town representative in the General Assembly 
of Vermont in the years 1784, 1788, and 1789 ; a member of 
tlie Council from 1790' to 1800, inclusive; a member of tho 
constitutional convention in 1793 ; and a judge of the court of 
Windham county from 1787 to 1793. 

In his "Letters from Vermont," John Andrew Graham 
rcfere to Mr. Knowlton in a very complimentary manner, in 
connection with a few remarks relative to Newfane. " This 
town," the writer observs, " owes its consequence in a great 

• Tlic Rangers, i. 92, 93. N. Y. Gazette, M6ndoy, April 10th, 1776. Grnbom's 
Uttew, pp. 109, 110. Laws of N. Y., 1777-1783, Holt's ed, p. 47. Doc. Hist. 
N. Y., iv. 10?2. 
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measure to Mr. Luke Kuowlton, a leading cliaracter, and a mac 
of great ambition and enterprise, of few words, but possessed 
of the keenest perception, and an almost intuitive knowledge 
of human nature, of which lie is a perfect judge. Tliis gentle- 
man, owing to the particular method in which he has transacted 
business, has obtained the ai)pellation of Saint Luke. Young 
Mr. Kuowlton is a practitioner at the bar. lie is modest, inge- 
nuous, and master of abilities that give a fair promise of his 
becoming a most valuable citizen. Saint Luke is the owner 
of much the best and most elegant buildings in the 2)lace." 
Calvin Knowlton, the young man refeiTcd to in this extract, and 
a son of Luke Knowlton, graduated at Dartmouth College in 
1788, and was educated in the law. He adorned his profession 
by his learning and ability, and his worth was acknowledged 
by all who knew him. lie died on the 20tli of January, 1800, 
aged thirty-nine yeara. 

On the 12th of September, 1780, Luke Knowlton was fur- 
nished by Qov. Qeorge Clinton with an introductory letter to 
the Kew York delegates in Congress, and soon after visited 
Philadelphia for the purpose of urging upon Congress the ne- 
cessity of settling the conti'ovei'sy between New York and Ver- 
mont. Tlie result of his mission has been stated in another 
place.* Previous to the year 1784, Mr. Knowlton gave in his 
adherence to the government of Vermont, and became a citizen 
of that state. In the division of the $30,000 which New York 
received from Vermont, on the accession of the latter state to 
the Union, Mr. Knowlton received $249.53, on account of the 
losses he had sustained, by being- obliged to give up lands 
which he had held under a New York title. 

It is much to be regretted that so little is known of the life 
of a man of the ability of Luke Knowlton. Tlie Hon. Paul. 11. 
Knowlton, who resides at the village of Knowlton, in the town- 
ship of Broome, C. E., and is a member of the Legislative 
Council of Canada, possesses no records of family biography- 
relating to his enterprising and intelligent grandfather.! 

* See ante, pp. S81, 882. 

t Thompson's Vt, Part IIT. p. 126. Graham's Descriptive Sketcli of Vt, 1797, 
p. 103. Doc. Hist N. Y., iv. 1024. 

An account of the conduct of Luke Knowlton during the time in which the 
British in Canada were endeavoring to obtain possession of Vermont, ond of tlio 
suspicions which this conduct excited, is given in the sketch of the lifo of 8x111:^1, 
Wells. 
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J06KPH LOBO 



OF Pntnej, by commissions dated the 
10th of July, 1760, was appointed second 
judge of the Inferior court of Common Fleas, and a jnstice of 
the j)eacc for Cumberland county. Tlicse commissions were 
renewed on two subsequent occasions, and he was continued in 
ofKce until the commencement of the Bevohition. lie was also 
appointed by a writ of dedimus potestatem,^ a commissioner to 
"swear all officers '' chosen in that county, and held the office 
until the 14th of April, 1772. Kespecting his abiUties, there 
are no means of deciding ; but of his npriglitness and candor, 
as a man and as a judicial officer, there can be no doubt. A 
few months previous to the time for appointing judges in the 
year 1772, Mr. Lord was desirous of withdrawing from tlie ser- 
vice of the province. In his letter to Governor Tiyon, dated the 
29th of January, he declared his reasons for wishing to retii*e, 
in these words: — "I, being now arrived at the sixty-eighth 
year of my age, and attended with the infirmities common to 
advancing years, such as great deafness, loss of memory, dim- 
ness of sight^ and at times, a paralytic tremor in my hands, &c., 
which disqualifies me for the full, free, and perfect discharge 
of the offices of second judge of the Inferior court of Common 
Pleas, and justice of the peace, which I have sustained in the 
county for several years last past — and having a desire to retiro 
from public business and spend the remainder of my days in a 
calm retirement therefrom, and concern myself in nothing else, 
but doing good to my numerous family and neighbors, nnd 
j)raying for the KINO, your Excellency, and all othere the 
King's ofliecra, and prepare for a glorious immortalfit — there- 
fore humbly entreat your Excellency to appoint some other ])er- 
son to said offices in my room and stead." 

Having l)ccn informed that his colleague had tendered his 
resignation, Judge Chandler wrote to Governor Tryon, begging 
him to continue Judge Lord in office in the next commission, 
and suggesting the propriety of rewarding him for his past ser- 
vices — oBpccially for his efforts in quelling a disturbance in 
which the inhabitants of Windsor had been engaged — by grant- 
ing to him some of the " unappropriated lands" in the province. 
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wliicli the lato Gov. Benning "WentwortU had conveyed to hin>- 
self, the title to which, by a Bubsequent resolve of the present 
Governor and the Council of New Hampshire, had been de- 
clared void. Previouis to this time, the court had been consti- 
tuted with three judges. A fouilh was added in the next com- 
mission, and Judge Lord was continued, but with tlie under- 
standing that he was to take only ^' as little share of the burden 
of the office" upon himself as should be agreeable to hiou 
" His Excellency," wrote Governor Tryon, in a letter dated the 
3d of April, 1772, '^ desirous of retaining in office the most re- 
spectable pei*sons in the county, could not think of appointing 
any person in your stead." The little that is known of tliis 
worthy magistrate is so favorable, that a natural regi'et arises 
at the absence of the data which might supply the details of 
his life, character, and services.* 



WILLIAM PATBBSON. 

r^^ /r>v? /^ "^ ^™* prominency of tlie 

CVt" ^^!^^ part borne by this indi- 

vidual in the affray at 
Westminster, lias given his name a notoriety. Of the man 
himself little is known. William Patci-son is said to have been 
of Irish and Scotch descent, and is supposed to have been born 
in Ireland. Following in the train of his friend, Crean Brush, 
ho removed to Westminster in the year 1772 or 1773, and in 
October of the hitter year received from the Council of Ap- 
pointment of the province of New York the shrievalty of Cum- 
berland county, whicli office he held until the authority of flrout 
Britain ceased to be recognized on the " Grants." Of the man- 
ner in which he conducted at the " Westminster Massacre," an 
account has already been given.f In his history of the *' Ame- 
rican Loyalists," Mr. Sabine, in closing a sketch of the events 
of March 13th, observes of Patei-son : — "That he was very- 
much in fault, in the transactions which connect his name with 
the sad deeds here briefly considered, hardly admits of a 

• Doa nisL N. Y., ir. 767-769, 766, 766 
f See anit^ p. 218. 
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doubt, niul appears as well from the statements of the Loyalists, 
as from the report of the Whig committee." After suffering 
iinprisonmcut in the Court-house at Westmuister, until Sun-^ 
day, the 10th of Marcli, he, with several of his friends, was 
])laced in charge of a body of the Whigs, who guarded him to 
Northampton, where he was again placed in confinement 
]low long he remained at Northampton does not appear, but 
he did not obtain a final discharge until the 22d of November 
following. It would be pleasant, could wo tear aside the veil 
of oblivion which shrouds his history in obscurity, or explore 
the recesses in which are buried those little data, which, were 
they all gathered, would reveal more fully the transactions of 
his life. But the veil appears impenetrable to mortal eyes, and 
the very locality of the recesses we would explore is yet to be 
determined. 



OHABLBS PHELP8, 



SON of Nathaniel Phelps, was ^^ 

1,om at Northampton Massar /"A^tJt^ 0^4^ 

chusetts, on the 15th of August, V ^ ^^t 

1717, and was educated in the 

l>rofe8sion of the law. He married Dorothy, a daughter of 
llezckiali Root, of the same place, on the 24th of April, 1740, 
and afterwards removed to Iladley, where he resided for many 
years. In the charter of Marlborough, which town was the 
third on the New Hampshire Grants granted by Gov. Benning 
Wcntvvorth, his name appears as one of the original grantees. 
This charter, which was dated tlie 29th of April, 1761, was re- 
newed on the 2l8t of September, 17C1, and again renewed on 
the 17tli of April, 1704. On the last occasion, power was 
given to Charles Phelps to call town meetings, and the name 
of New l[arlborough was substituted for that, of Marlborough. 
But the pretix, although used by the Phelps family for a time, 
was never received with favor. In the year 17G4, Mr. Phelps, 
with hifl family, removed to Marlborough, for the purpose of 
connncncing ji Bcttlcmcnt on the lands which he held from 
Tsew Hiunpshirc. On learning that the King, by an Order in 
(Joiincil dated tlie 20th of July, 1764, had established "the 
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western banks of the river Connecticut" as the eastern boun- 
dary line of New York, be applied to tbe Governor of tlmt 
province, on tbe 15tb of October, 1765, for a cliarter confirma- 
tory of tlie cbarter of Marlboroiigb, and renewed bis application 
in October of tlie following year. It does not appear tliat bis 
request was favorably answered. Notwitbstanding tins fuiluro 
to secnro tbe title of bis lands, be was convinced that tbe New 
Ilanipsbire Grants were now witbin tbe jurisdiction of New 
York, and liencefortb became a subject of tbat province. Re- 
siding on tbe ^'Grants" at a time anterior to tbe establisbincnt 
of any of tbe forms of government witliin its bounds, and bav- 
ing been instrumental in obtaining tbe patent for Cumberland 
county, be grew up, as it were, witb tins fii'st division of tbo 
disputed territory, labored for its benefit, and finally received 
as bis reward tbe lion's sbare in tbe bitter fruits of its over- 
throw. After sufibring by fine, imprisonment, confiscation of 
property, and banisbment from Vermont, on account of bis 
devotion to New York, be at length took the oath of allegiance 
to tbe former state. Ilis feelings, however, underwent but lit- 
tle-change, and until tbo day of his death, he retained tbo 
strongest antipathy against the government which bad been 
the means of destroying bis own happiness, and rendering bis 
bousebold tbe abode of sorrow and insanity. 

His eccentricities, whicb at firet were neither many nor 
strongly marked, were not regarded witb tbat leniency 
which would liave tended to make tlicm less tbe objects of 
notice. On this account, and by reason of tbe sufferings which 
bis attachment to New York induced, his peculiarities increased 
witb age. Between tbe yeai-s 1770 and 1772, at the expense 
of tbe proprietors of tbe town of Marlborough, be built a kind 
of log barn near bis dwelling, to which lie gave tbe name of a 
meeting-house, but it was never used as such, except by bis 
own family. The causes which led to bis dismissal, and tbat 
of bis son Timothy, from the church, are not known. At the 
bar, Mr. Phelps is said to have been intolerable, by reason of 
tbe length of his pleadings. The four boura allowed him by 
tbe court would often bring him to tbe threshold onl}' of bis 
argument, and he was frequently obliged to stop without touch- 
ing upon the merits of the case. 

When, in tbo year 1775, tbe people residing on tbe eastern 
side of the Green Mountains evinced their hatred of oppression 
by their acts at Westminster on tbe 13tb of lilarcb, Mr. Phelps 



EFFORTS TO ANNEX TERMONT TO HASSACnUSElTS. C81 

approved of tlio courso then pnrstiefl, and, inasmncli as revolt 
from liritisli domination, and opposition to New York exac- 
tioiiR, were at tliHt time deemed identical in spirit, since the lat- 
ter was the result of the former* ho exerted his influence in 

# 

resistin^i^ the encroachments of despotism, and in endeavoring 
to establish a new order of things. But when New York had 
thrown off her allegiance to Great Britain, and had entered 
into the war of the ]levohition with a 8]>irit as determined as 
that displayed by her sister colonies, he acknowledged her juris- 
diction, aiul uniting with the majority of the inhabitants on the 
"drants," oflTcrcd his services for the good of the thirteen colo- 
nics, as a citizen of New York. For nearly two yeara, senti- 
ments like tliese respecting the authority and jurisdiction of 
New York i>revailed on the " Grants," and he is a bold and an 
uninf<»rnied man who would dare to assert tlmt, previous to the 
year 1777, or even during tlie first half of that year, thepeopU 
were in favor of a separate state. 

On one occasicn, Mr. Phelps, with a singidarity of behavior 
not easily to be accounted for, was engaged in a scheme to effect 
the annexation of Vermont to Massachusetts. Of the truth of 
this Btatcinent, the evidence is as follows. In a deposition made 
by Phineas Freeman, at Marlborough, on the 19th of January, 
1783, the deponent testified that in the latter part of June, 
1779, Charles Phelps set out from that town with the avowed 
object of going to Beimington, for the purpose of consulting 
with a connnittee of CV>ngress who were to meet there, and i)ro- 
scnting to them the claims of New York to the disputed terri- 
tory of the " Grants." The deponent also stated, that in a con- 
vei'safioii which he held with Mr. Pheli)S previous to his depar- 
ture, Mr. Phelps declared that "he did not act out of good will 
to the state of New York, but to throw the people of Vermont 
into confusion ; that his ultimate design was to procure the ter- 
ritory of Vermont to bo annexed to the 13ay state ; that ho 
looked u])on the authority of New York ns composed of as cor- 
nii)t a Bct of men as were out of hell ; tlmt he abhorred them 
as much as ho did any set of men on earth ; that he would as 
soon conic under the Infernal Prince as under the state of New 
York ; and would as soon put manure in his pocket as a com- 
niipfiion from New York." 

But this episode in the history of his attachment to New 
York (lid not long continue. When, in the summer of 1779, 
the friends of New York in Cumberland county determined to 
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petition the Legislature of that state for relief from the numerous 
inconveniences by which they were surrounded, he was chosen 
to bear their memorial to Kingston. Thence he was deputcil 
by the Legislature to carry the same document to Philadel- 
phia. Of the manner in which he occupied die five weeks 
wliich he spent in that city, some opinion may be formed from 
a letter written on tlie 7th of October, 1779, by John Jay to 
George Clinton, and entnisted to Phelps as he was about to 
leave Philadelphia on his return. Tliat the craftiness and volu- 
bility which characterized him as a lawyer, should have been 
apparent at this seeming crisis, is not at all remarkable. '^ You 
will receive this by Mr. Phelps," wrote Jay, "of whose fidelity 
to New York, I have a good opinion, tho' I cannot approve of 
all his manoBuvrcs to serve the state on this occasion, lie ai>- 
pears neither to want talents or zeal, but the latter is not always 
according to knowledge, and the former carries him sometimes 
into finesse. One of the New Hampshire delegates told me 
that Phelps, in order to engage* him against Vermont, endea- 
vored to persuade him that New Hampshire had a right to a 
number of townships in it ; and he further told me, that on 
comparing notes with the Massachusetts delegates, he found 
that Phelps had been playing the same game with them. This 
story he told me in the presence of some of the Massachusetts 
delegates, who smiled and were silent. I have never said any- 
thing of this to Phelps, because it could have answered no good 
jmrpose, and I mention it to you, as a circumstance which 
marks the man. He has, however, by talking on the subject 
with everybody, done good. In my opinion, his expenses 
should bo paid without hesitation, and he slionld be so treated 
as to go homo in perfect good humour with the Legislature, for 
whom he now professes great regard and esteem, and I believe 
he is sincere in his attachment. Men of his turn and talk are 
always useful, when properly directed. It is safely done [in 
his case] by encouraging the good oj)inion he sustains of his 
own importance." 

In one of the lettera which Mr. Phelps wrote while in Phila- 
delphia, he detailed to Governor Clinton the arguments which 
he was in the habit of employing, in his attempts at prosclytisni 
among the members of Congress. Among other statements 
which ho made was the following : — " I endeavor," he wrote, 
" to induce them to believe the truth that if Congress don't 
immediately interpose, there will be a great efl^usion of blood 
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ns Boon as I rctnni homo ; and tliat if it should be so, all the 
-world will know at whoso door it will be charged by all Ame- 
rica." To his efforts, however, was due the passage of certain 
resolutions, the effect of which it was generally expected would 
be to bring the controversy to an end. Tliough this result was 
not effected, yet it cannot be doubted that, at the time, the in- 
ilucnce of Mr. Phelps as an old-fashioned lobby-member, was 
greater than that of any of the other agents who were interested 
in the management of this question. Tliat he fully estimated 
the value of his own services, a])pear8 from the application 
which he afterwards made to the Legislature of New York for 
additional pay. If the state would "give even a common 
scavenger as nnich as his pocket expense," he argued that he 
certainly deserved well for conducting " mattera of such great 
weight, delicacy, and consequence," with so much skill and 
pereeverance. His petition was read in the Assembly on the 
14th of February, 1780. A few days later, the committee to 
whom it was referred reported contrary to its prayer, and the 
Assembly refused to grant the extra allowance. Notwithstand- 
ing this disappointment, Mr. Phelps still remained faithful to 
New York. In a letter to Gk)venior Clinton, dated the 1st of 
September, 1780, he asked for advice with reference to the 
course he should pursue towards his neighbors who differed 
from him in opinion. He even went so far as to propose the 
expediency of taking four or five of them pri8onei*s, and con- 
fining them at Kingston, in order to be avenged upon " the vile 
Vcrmontere" for the sufferings they had inflicted upon the 
Yorkers. Referring to the influences which had been exerted 
against the new state, he declared that he and his sons had 
"done more to overturn" it, than all the people residing in that 
vicinit}'. Alluding to the manner in which his services had 
been received, he stated that twenty thousand dollars would 
not make good the losses he had suftcrcd. 

Continuing in this manner .a strenuous opposition to Vermont, 
despite the privations which it incurred — suffering often from 
the punishments which gcncrall}'^ followed disobedience to the 
laws — cn<^aging not unfrequcntly in pci*6onal conflicts with the 
sheriff or his deputies — Mr. Pliclps, although he might have 
yielded the contest with honor, since New York was unable to 
6ui)port her authority in Vermont, pci*8evered in the coui*se he 
had chosen, with a determination to pursue it even to the end. 
In the month of June, 1782, he received from New York tlie 
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appointment of justice of the court of Oyer and Terminer and 
Qeneral Jail Delivery, and of justice of the peace and of the 
quorum, for Cumberland county. At the same time, ho was 
commissioned to swear all officei's, both civil and military, who 
should serve in that county. James .Clay and Ililkiah Grout 
were appointed his colleagues in the latter position, but up to 
the lOtli of July following, according to his own declaration, 
tliey had refused to administer to him the oaths of oftice, on 
account of the fear in which they stood of the indignation of 
the majority of the people. With the honors of these new 
appointments clustering thick upon him, Mr. Pholps imagined 
himself almost invincible to any power which his opponents 
might employ against him. But the revelations of the mouth 
of September, 1782, at which time Timothy Church, Timothy 
Phelps, Henry Evans, and "William Shattuck, were deprived 
of their property, and banished from the state for treason, and 
when Charles Phelps escaped a like 2)un]shment by flight — the 
revelations of that month, even if the lessons of previous ycavH 
had been of no avail, should have taught the *' violent Yorker," 
that the time had come when the minority should yield to tho 
majority — when factious opposition, backed by the authority 
of Grotius and Yattel, should cease — when the law of nations 
should give way before the "Great Jehovah" doctrine of Ethan 
Allen, and the principles of right succumb to the force which 
could render, not only the town of Guilford, but every other 
place within the limits of Vermont inhabited by a Yorker, as 
" desolate as Sodom and Gomorrah." Such, however, was far 
from being the immediate results effected by the decree of 1782. 
Having obtained an appointment as agent for his fellow-suf- 
ferers in Cumberland county, Mr. Phelps set out for Pough- 
keepsie, just in time to escape the seizure and punishment to 
which a number of the most prominent supporters of the juris- 
diction of New York were subjected, in the month of Septem- 
ber, 1782. Having reached Poughkeepsie, he visited Governor 
Clinton, and, after remaining in that town a few weeks, dis- 
closed to his Excellency his intention of proceeding to Philadel- 
phia. Convinced that his presence would be of but little use 
at the seat of government, the Governor endeavored to dissuade 
him from going. But his arguments were of no avail, and 
Phelps started on the journey, without letters, however, for tho 
Governor had refused to write by him, lest the New York dele- 
gates should suppose that he favored the mission. On the evening 
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of tlie 8tli of October, ho Imd " the satisfaction" of being heard 
for " two or tliree honrs, witli very little interruption,"' before 
tlio committee of Congress, to whom tlie subject of the contro- 
versy hud been referred. It was at this period, and probably 
during this visit, that he prepared and presented for the "conside- 
ration f»f CJongress and the impartial world" a " state paper," en- 
titled " Vermontcrs Unmasked," in which he called the atten- 
tion of all the states to the danger to which they were exposed, 
if the " audacious precedent" of dismembering states should be 
established, in consequence of the act of usurpation of which Ver- 
mont had been guilty, in depriving both New York and Now 
Hampshire of a |K)rtion of their lawful and acknowledged terri- 
tory. Afaiiy other points were largely discussed in this produc- 
tion, and the whole argument was supported by copious extracts 
fi*om Grotius, Puffendorf, Vattel, and other civilians. 

But while thus engaged, his destitution was so great at one peri- 
od, that fears were expressed lest he should starve or freeze, before 
measures could be taken for his relief. Soon after his arrival in 
Philadelphia, James Dnane, then adelcgatefrom NewYork,wrote 
to Governor Clinton in these words: — "Mr. Phelps has arrived, 
and I believe his eloquence will be well employed. He has op 
portunities. His singularity draws attention, and he ovci-flows 
in the plenitude of his communicative powers, lie is, however, 
terribly distressed ; without cloaths fit for the season ; without 
money or credit to pay for his boai-d ; and leaning on the scanty 
support which the exhausted purses of your delegates can afford. 
What is to be done for him I" To the inconveniences which 
he bore, and to the manner in which he was supported while 
at Philadelphia, reference is made in the lettera of the New 
York delegates to Governor Clinton, in words few but graphic. 
" As Mr. Phelps brought no letter," wrote Ezra L'llommedieu, 
on the 23d of October, " we concluded he did not come by the 
Governor's ai)j)robation. However, I believe he has been of 
some service, though some trouble to us ; and having no money, 
he depends much on charity at present. I conclude we shall 
be obliged to advance money to get him out of town, though 
he will not go till he knows the determination of Congress." 
On the 5tli of November, the same gentleman, in another com- 
munication, said : — "Mr. Phelps has been fortunate in getting 
most of his living for nothing. The President's steward is an 
acquaintance of his, and Mr. Hanson gave him a general invi- 
tation to come and eat with Mr. Philips. He cannot, however, 
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get out of town without an advance of money, wliich I shall 
likely be obliged to make." 

Under the sanction of Governor Clinton, "William Shattnck 
and Henry Evans, tsvo of the banished Yorkers, had gone to 
Philadelphia, and there were now three persons in that city 
instead of one, depending for support on the New York delega- 
tion. " Wliat will be done for the sustenance of the deputies 
now here," wrote James Duane, on the 15th of November, " I 
know not On a consultation with Mr. Eoosevelt, it is agreed 
to borrow for them one hundred doUara, and di*aw on the state. 
If this plan fails, it is more than probable they will lose their 
liberty, as they have already done their pi*operty, for it is out 
of my power to aid them." Two days later, another communi- 
cation from Mr. Duane contained these words : — " llie distress 
of Phelps having been brought to a crisis, we had no choice 
but to borrow for his and his unfortunate companions' supi»rt. 
Tliis we did not venture on, till after a consultation with Mr. 
Koosevelt, and his promise to support us, and his opinion that 
our conduct must be approved. Mr. Wadsworth, on the fii-bt 
intimation, advanced one hundred dolhirs on our bills on your 
Excellency, which will, we hope, be sulHcient to relieve these 
unhappy people, whose visit has given us infinite trouble and 
uneasiness." In a letter written on the 18th of November, Mr. 
L'llommedieu, referring to the loan that had been eftected, 
said : — " It will bo necessary that Mr. Phelps have some of this 
money to enable him to leave town, whicli I believe will be in 
a few days." But Mr. Phelps could not be induced to depart 
until the decision of Congress should bo made known. On the 
5th of December, this consummation of his wishes was attained. 
On that day, Congress, by a resolution, ordered the inhabitants 
of the New Hampshire Grants " claiming to be an independent 
state" to make "full and ample restitution" to all who liad suf- 
fered by their proceedings since the Ist day of the preceding 
September, and announced their determination to " enforce u 
compliance" with this command. Four days later, lifr. Phelps 
set out from Philadelphia with dispatches to Governor Clinton. 
He reached Marlborough early in January, 1783, hut to his 
sorrow found that as little attention was paid to the resolves of 
Congress, as had been paid to the diets of New York. 

About this period, and at the age 3f sixty -five, he married a 
second time, his fii*st wife having died in the year 1777. 
During the year 1783. he did not dare to remain regularly at 
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lioino, for fcnr of his foc8. In the latter part of the year, liar- 
iiig become a^pecially obnoxious, the decision of the coiirt, ren- 
dered in September, 1782, whicli had never been executed 
against him, was revived,*and on the 4th of Januarj-, 1784, ho 
was thrown into the jail at Westminster, and was soon after 
removed to Bennington, that he might be more securely 
guarded. Hero ho was kept until the 28th of February follow- 
ing, when he was released by an act of the Legislature. A few 
days af>cr his enlargement, a committee to whom the subject 
had been referred, recommended the adoption of a bill direct- 
ing the sale, at public vendue, of so much of the estate of 
(yliarles Phelps as should amount to £70, for the purpose of 
defraying the costs of his prosecution. A bill to this cflect was 
brought in, but was laid over until the next session of t]ie 
Jx»gislature, and was never again revived. An unsuccessful 
attempt was also made at the session in February, 1784, by 
Joscpli Tucker and sixteen others, who had been engaged in a 
skinnish with the Yorkers, and had been partially defeated, to 
obtain reimbureement out of the property of Mr. Phelps, for 
the pecuniary looses they had incurred in their unfortunate 
undertaking. 

Although, in these two instances, Mr. Phelps was treated 
with a leniency, which, judging from tlie previous conduct of 
the government of Vermont towards him, could hardly have 
been expected, yet his possessions were not, on this account, 
deemed less the property of the state. To Micah Townscnd 
and Nathaniel Chipman had been entrusted the duty of revising 
the laws of Vermont. On the Gth of March, 1784, they pre- 
pcntcd to the General Assembly a statement of the terms on 
which they would accept of their appointment. Among other 
jirovifiioiip, they required an order from the Assembly, directing 
(W. S. K. Bradley to deliver to them "such books of Charles 
riielpp, Esq.," as would assist them in their deliberations. 
They also asked to be paid for their services out of Mr. Plielps's 
librar}', the choice of books being left with them, and tlie ap- 
])raiscnicnt of the books being made by poi-sons acquainted 
M'ith their value. If the library should be inbulllcicnt to satisfy 
their demand, or should be restored to Mr. Phelps by the state, 
or redeemed by him, they agreed to receive their compensation 
in hard money. These proposals were received with favor, and 
were innnediatcl}' embodied in the f jrm of resolutions, and 
adoi)ted. In October, 1784, Mr. Phe.ps — wearied by the an- 
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nojance^ to which he was constantly subjected on account of 
his adherence to New York, satisfied that fuilher resistance 
was useless, and unwilling to strive longer in a contest, the 
fruits of which were bitterness only — ^[)etitioned the General 
Assembly of Vermont for a full pardon, and a revei'sion of the 
sentence by which his estate had been declared confiscate. In 
their report upon his petition, the committee took occasion to 
allude favorably to the efforts he had made in behalf of Ameri- 
can independence, and recommended an affirmative answer to 
his prayer. In consequence of this counsel, a bill, entitled 
" An Act pardoning Charles Phelps, Esq., of Marlborough, in 
the county of Windham, and restoring to him all his estate, 
real and personal," became a law of the state, on the 26th of 
October, 1Y84. 

Protected by the government which he had so long opposed, 
Mr. Phelps now endeavored to regain possession of his property 
by every legal and proper means. It was for the purpose of 
assisting him in procuring a weapon, which had been taken 
from him at a time when it was feared he would use it in 
opposing the officera of Vermont, that Governor Chittenden 
addressed to Maj. Josiah Boy den a letter, of which tlie follow- 
ing is an exact copy : — , 

"Arlington, 30th of Dec*r. 1Y84. 
" Sir. — In perauance to an act of Assembly, past Last Octo- 
ber, ordering that all the property of Charles Phelps, AVhicli 
had been Taken from him on account of his opposing the athor- 
ity of this State and Not disposed of for the Benefit of the State, 
Should be returned to him on Sartain Conditions, Which Con- 
ditions has been Complyed With on his Part, you are therefore 
directed to Deliver to the s'd Charles Phelps His Sword, if you 
have the Same in your Hands, and the Same has not been Sold 
or disposed of by atliority, for the Benefit of this State. 

" I am S'r your H'bl Serv't, 

TUG'S CmTTENDEN. 
" Maj'r Boy den." 

Busied in striving to restore his estate, and in searching for 
facts, constructing arguments, and preparing documents to in- 
duce Congress to make good their resolutions of tlie 5th of De- 
cember, 1782, he passed the remainder of his days. lie died 
in April, 1789, in the seventy-third year of his age. Though, 
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by ontli, n citizen of Vermont, he never could divest liimself of 
his antipatliy ngninst tliat state ; and in spirit remained even 
unto the end firmly attached to the government and jurisdic- 
tion of New York. 

Of tlie genealogy of the PheliJS family the following particu- 
lars have been preserved. Tlie name was anciently spelled 
PhyllyjT^'^'i ^^"*' '•'^^ hfi^n always pronounced Phelpa. After 
the time of Edward VI. the suiMjrfluous letters were dropped. 
Tlie family has been established for a number of centuries in 
the count}' of Staflbrd, England. John Phelps, who dwelt 
upon the Nether Tyne in England, the son of Francis Phelps, 
who died in the reign of Edward VI., left with other issue at 
his decease in 1041, Anthony, William, and John. Tliis family 
opjHised the high-church and prerogative party of Strafford and 
Archbishop Land. John Pheli>s became private secretaiy to 
Oliver Cromwell, and in the print which has been preserved of 
the trial of Charles I., is represented as serving in the capacity 
of clerk of the court on that occasion.* 

William Piiklps, was one of the first settlers of Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, about the year 1630. Thence he removed to 
Windsor, Connecticut, in the latter part of the year 1635, and 
was one of the " principal planter" of that town. He is 
included bj' Trumbull, in his History of Connecticut, in the list 
of prominent men " who undertook this great work of settling 
Connecticut," and is designated by the same authority as one 
of " the civil and religious fathers of the colony." The session 
of the firet court convened in Connecticut, was held at New 
town, on the 26th of April, 1636. Of this court William 
Phelps was a judge. He was a man of large influence, was 
much employed in public business, held the position of a ma- 
gistrate, and was honored by the title of Mr., a distinction 
which hut few at that day enjoyed. He died on the 14th of 
July, 1672. The death of his wife occurred on the 30th of Au- 
gust, 1689. He left five sons, William, Samuel, Nathaniel, 
Joseph, Timothy, and one daughter, Mary. Three of these 
children were born in England, one in Dorchester, and the two 
you!igcst — ^Tiniothy and Mary — in Windsor. 

Nathaniel Phelps, son of William, was born in England ; 
removed to this country with his father; married Elizabeth 
Copley,t a yomig widow, on the 17th of September, 1650 ; 

• Pictorial Hist. England, IIorpcr*8 ed., 1849, iii. 377. 

f A descendant of the family of this Elizabeth Copley became Iiord High- 

44: 
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was one of the first sottlora of Northampton, MussachiisottSy 
about the year 1655 ; was highly respected as a deacon in tho 
church ; and died on the 27th of May, 1702, leaving " a good 
estate." The death of his widow occurred on the 6tli of De- 
cember, 1712. Tlieir children were Mary, born at Windsor in 
1651, who was the wife of Matthew Clesson ; Natuanikl, 
born at Windsor in 1653 ; Abigail, bom at Windsor in 1655, 
who was the wife of John Alvord, and who died in 1756, aged 
one hundred and one years ; William, bom at Nordiampton in 
1657 ; and Mercy born at Nortliampton in 1662, who died 
young. 

Nathaniel Phelps, son of Nathaniel the deacon, married 
Grace Martin on the 27th of August, 1676, and died on tho 
20th of June, 1719. His wife, at the time of her marriage, 
was a young woman who had recently come from Enghuid. 
She was a pei'son of great resolution and pci*severanco, and was 
withal a little romantic. She has ,been highly praised by her 
descendants. Her death occurred on the 2d of August, 1727. 
Their chiklren were Nathaniel, born in 1678 ; Samuel, born 
in 1680 ; Lydia, born in 1683, who was tlie wife of Mark War- 
ner ; Grace, born in 1685, who was the wife of Samuel Mar- 
shall ; Elizabeth, born in 1688, who was the wife of Jonathan 
Wright; Timothy, who removed to Connecticut ; Abigail, born 
in 1690, who was tho wife of John Laugh ton ; and Sarah, born 
in 1695, who was tho wife of David Burt. 

Nathaniel Phelps, son of tho second Nathaniel, married for 
his fii*8t wife, Abigail Bnrnham, about tho year 1716, and for 
liis second wife, Catharine, daughter of Jolin King of North- 
unipton. His deatli occurred on the 4th of October, 1747. 
Ills firet wife died on tlie 2d of January, 1724, at the age of 
twenty-seven. Ills second wife, at tlie time of her man*iago 
with him, was the widow of a man named Ilickock of Durham, 
Connecticut, who had died without children. After the deatli 
of Mr. Phelps, his widow married for her third husband, 
Gideon Lyman. Mr. Phelps's children by his first wife wcro 
CuAm.ES, born on the 15th of August, 1717; Nathaniel, born 
in 1721 ; Ann, who was the wife of Elias Lyman of Southamp- 
ton, Massachusetts ; and Martin, born in 1723. His children 
by his second wife, were Catharine, born in 1731, who was the 

Chancellor of England, by the name and title of Lord Lyndhurtt, on th<) 80th of 
April, 1827. 
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wife of Simeon Parsons; Ljdin, bom in 1Y32, who was tlio 
wife of Kbenezer Pouiroy ; John, born in 1734, who lived in 
Wcstfiehl, Massachusetts ; and Mehitable, bom in 173G, who 
died j'Oiing. 

CnxuhVA PiiRLPS, to a sketch of whose life this notice has 
been niainl}* devoted, was the eldest son of tlie third Nathaniel. 
Of three of the sons of Charles, namely, Solomon, Cliarles Jr., 
and Timofh}', an account will be found elsewhere. The other 
ehihlren of Charles Phelps were Dorothy, Abigail, Lucy, John, 
and Experience.* 



SOLOMON rnsLPS. 

Solomon, ilie first sou of Charles Phelps, was bom in the year 
1742, and was entered a freshman at Harvard College at the 
age of sixteen. On graduating in 1762, he applied himself to 
the study of tlie law, and having removed with his fatlier to 
the New Hampshire Grants, was commissioned by Governor 
Ilenrj" Moore, on the 31st of March, 17C8, an attorney^at-law, 
and was authorized to practise as such in "Ilis Majesty's courts 
of record to be holden in and for the county of Cumberland." 
At the breaking out of the war he embraced the cause of the 
colonies, and during the period in which the inhabitants on the 
"Grants" acted in concert with the people of New York, 
served as a member of the committee of safety for Cumberland 
county. IJcing well versed in the Scriptures, and i)08se88ing 
an hereditary oratorical capacity, he served as a preacher at 
Marlborough during the summer of 1776. In the year 1779 
he received the degree of M.A. from his Alma Mater, which 
fact alone, judging from the qualifications which were then 
necessary to render a pereon eligible to this rank, affords good 
evidence of liis abilities. But unhappily his life was darkened 

• MSv Narraliye of Phelps family. MS. Letters from the lion. J. IL Phelps. MS. 
Hist. Mnrlborongh, by the Rev. R II. Newton. Jonrnnls of Congress, pamm. Doc 
Hist. N. Y., iv. 90G-1OO2. George Clinton Pnpcra, in office Sec. State N. Y.. vol. 
viii. doc. 25 40 ; vol. xi. <loc. 31 89 ; vol. xvi. do««. 4647, 4796, 4797, 4828, 4842, 4856, 
4857, 4858. Jonrnnls Gen. Ass. Vt., Feb.. 1784, pp. 24. 27, 42. 43, 47, 60, 62. 53 ; 
Oct 17P4, pp. 28, 83, 36, 40; June, 1785, p. 47. Slave's Vt Stote Papers, p. 494. 
Truinbtiirs Hist Conn., i. 54, 58, 70. Holland's Hist West Mass., il 245. 
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by the obscurations of insanity — a disease which, whether it be 
of the mind or of tlie body, is ahnost certain to manifest its 
effects upon both. On one occasion he attempted to beat out 
his brains with the head of an axe, and succeeded in breaking 
in his skull. His life was saved by trepanning. In the year 
1790 he ended his life by cutting his throat witli a razor. 
When discovered he was lying in a lot, between two hemlock 
logs, and to all appeai*ance had been some time dead.* 



OHABLEB PHELPS JB., 

THE second son of Charles Phelps, was bom in the year 1744, 
and bore the name of his father. Like his brother Solomon, 
he was educated in the profession of the law, and received his 
commission as an attorney from Governor Tryon of New York, 
on the 22d of July, 1771. Although he afterwards removed to 
Iladley, Massachusetts, yet he ever continued to manifest a 
deep interest in the afiaira of the New Hampshire Grants, and 
on several occasions afforded assistance to his father and bro- 
thers, when the rage of party violence had driven tlicm fix>m 
their homes, to seek refuge wherever they could find it. His 
contemporaries in legal practice were John AVorthington of 
Springfield, Joseph Ilawley of Northampton, Oliver Partridge 
of Hatfield, Josiah Dwight of Westfield, and John Ashley of 
Lower Ilousatonic. An account of Mr. Phelps's farm and resi- 
dence, which the Rev. Dr. Timothy Dwight describes as " the 
most desirable possession of the same kind and extent," within 
his knowledge, may be found in the travels of the latter gentle- 
man in New England and New York diu'ing the year 171)0. 
Mr. Phelps died in Iladley, on the 4th of December, 1814, 
aged seventy yeai-s.f 

* MS. Hist Marlborough. Am. Arch. Foarth Series, yol . iii. ool. 1830. 
f Dwiglit*B Travels in New England and New York, I 867. HoUand't HIb^ 
West Mass., L 185.' 
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Of Timothj Phelps, 
the tliird sen of 
Charles Phelps, but 
Tittle remains to bo 
paid ill addition to 
Avhat has been already recorded in the preceding pages. lie 
was born on the 25th of January, 1747, and at the age of seven- 
teen removed with his father and brothers to the unsettled wil- 
deriicpsos of the New IIami)shire Grants. Ills services as a 
farmer were especially valnable at this period, and upon hiiu 
devolved, in a great degree, the management and cultivation 
of the hiiuls of the new abode. Of great energy of character 
and steadfastness of opinion, his attachment to the government 
of New York having become once fixed, remained constant and 
unyielding. In his efforts to enforce its laws, he often met with 
the most determined resistance, and was not unfrequently over- 
powered by the number and force of his opponents. On the 
5tli of June, 1Y82, he received from the Council of Appointment 
of the state of New York, the shrievalty of Cumberland county. 
Armed with the power of this office, before which he imagined 
the vehemence of partj^ rage and the lawlessness of party tri- 
umph would cower, he endeavored to exercise his authority 
witliin the limits of Vermont, and against men who scored at 
the government under which he acted. The decision of the 
trials of September, 1782, in Windham county, marked him 
with the taint of treason, rendered him for a time a prisoner, 
cotifif^cated his possessions, banished him from the state, and 
forbade his return on pain of death. 

Emboldened by the resolves of Congress, passed on the 5th 
of December of the same year, he returned to his home, was 
cast into prison at Bennington, and there remained in confine- 
ment for nearly five months. Although he afterwards became 
a citizen of Yermont, yet he was never able to transfer to the 
jidoptcd state the feelings of loyalty whicli he entertained 
towards New York, and could not be brought to acknowledge 
his obligation to maintain pecuniarily, or otherwise, a govern- 
ment winch had deprived him of his po8sessi(m8, suiTounded 
him with sorrows, and rendered his life miserable and unhappy. 
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Continued reflection upon his troubles, Bcrved in a meosnro to 
waste his mental energies, and the effects of this condition, com- 
bined witli the natural eccentricity of his disposition, disordered 
liis intellect, and left him a melancholy prey to the gloomiest 
forebodings concerning his temporal welfare. Hie fact, also, 
that there had been no '^atonement made for that blood that was 
wantonly shed" on " the confines of Guilford," when Silvaiius 
Fisk and Daniel Spicer were killed, seemed ever to disturb him, 
and there is still preserved a curious letter, written by him, 
dated at Marlborough, May 28th, 1812, and directed to tlio 
grand jury of Windham county, in which he adjured them, in 
the most solemn manner, to investigate the circumstances at- 
tending those deaths, and denounced upon them terrible reti*]- 
bution, in case they should fail to attend to his appeal. IIo 
died at Marlborough very suddenly, in die seventy-firat year 
of his age, on the 3d of July, 1817, and was buried in that 
town. 

Timothy Phelps married Zipporah Williams on the 6th of 
June, 1775. Their children were John, who was bom on tho 
18th of November, 1777, and who died on tho 14th of April, 
1840, at Ellicott's Mills, Marj'land ; Charles, who was bom on 
the 13th of September, 1781, and who died on tho 19th of 
November, 1854, at Cincinnati, Ohio ; Eunice, who was l>om 
on the 8th of May, 1783, and who died on the 14th of Decem- 
ber, 1811, at Marlborough, Vermont ; Austis, who was born on 
tho 11th of September, 1788, and who died on tho 25th of 
May, 1850, at Townshend, Vermont ; and Timothy, who was 
born on the 6th of June, 1792, and who died of yellow fever in 
September, 1822, near Natchez, Mississippi, on board of a 
steamer from New Orleans. 



NOAH 8ABIN 



WAS bom at Reho- 



/\ /^ /) /I iveno- 

A/yX^J^ 1^//L^T ^^^^'' Massachusetts, 

vember, 1714, and was the only son of Noah Sabln, of that 
place. Becoming religiously disposed in early life, he was de- 
signed by his father for the ministry. To this disposition of his 
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talents the 8011 refused to accede, bnt for what reason is not 
known. In the year 1768, at the age of fifty-four, he removed 
to Putnc}', and at the first election of town officers, held on the 
8th of May, 1770, was chosen town-clerk. On the 14tli of 
April, 1772, he was apiiointed judge of the Inferior court of 
Common Pleas of Oumberland county, and justice of the peace. 
Previous to the affray at Westminster on the 13th of March, 
1775, Jiid}i;o Sabin opposed in every practicable manner the 
attempts of the people to interfere with the management of the 
cot^rts. His extreme conscientiousness led him to adopt this 
course, for he knew that he had received a conunisslon from 
the Crown, and felt that his oath of office bound liim, at the 
least, not to offer resistance to the government of the mother 
country. After being taken prisoner on tliis occasion, he was 
confined in the Court-house at Westminster for a few days, wjis 
then carried to Northampton, and afterwards to New York 
city, where he was imprisoned. It is said that he was subse- 
quently tried, and upon being honorably acquitted, was sup- 
plied by Governor Tryon with clotliing and ample means to 
return home. Ue was absent more than a year. 

Kegarded as a Tory in principle, and as a secret favorer of 
the cause of Great Britain, he was for a time subjected to many 
aimoyanccs. Soon after his return, William Moore, Daniel 
Jewett^ and Moses Johnson, committee men of Putney, accom- 
panied by a party of their friends, armed witli swords, went to 
his house ordered him to mount his horse, and follow them. 
Obeying their commands, he was conducted to Westminster, 
where he was ])laccd in the jail. Many were the threats used 
to intimidate him during this transaction. His imprisonment, 
however, histcd but a day. In the evening, the door of his cell 
was opened, and he was allowed to return home. On his 
death-bed, Moore, who had been the principal actor on this 
occasion, sent for Judge Sabin, confessed with teare the abuses 
of which he had been guilty, and besought forgiveness. On 
being assured that his request was granted — " Now," said he, 
" I can die in pence." Fearitig that Judge Sabin might be in 
communication with the enemy, he was confined to his farm by 
an order of the committee of safety, passed in the year 1776, 
and permission was given to any one to shoot him, whenever 
he should be found beyond its limits. So bitter was the hatred 
towards him at this time, that one of his neighbors, a man 
zealous for the liberty of the colonies, and for the destructio!! 
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of their foos, watched for him with a loaded rifle, as lie aftcr^ 
wards acknowledged, in the woods adjoining the Judge's house, 
prepared to shoot the despised Loyalist, should he venture be- 
yond the prescribed lines. But this treatment, though it might 
tend to suppress the outward manifestation of his principles, did 
not avail at once to change tliem. A certain Solomon Willard, 
who had been a soldier under Governor Tryou at the time of 
the buming of Norwalk, having returned to Vermont at the 
close of the war, had again taken up his residence in the state. 
Although a Tory at heart, yet he submitted to the existing 
laws, and acted like an American citizen. In his convei'sations 
with this man, it is said that Judge Sabin often declared that 
the British troops had not treated the rebels with half the 
severity they deserved, and expressed his opinion, that every 
place refusing to acknowledge the authority of the Cix>wn 
should have suffered the fate of Norwalk. 

The prejudices against him springing from these causes, 
aflfected the minds even of the members of the church at Put- 
ney. Not being an original member, he was refused the privi- 
lege of occoosional communion with them. This fact appears 
by the annexed extract from the church records : — 

"Putney, Dec. Y, 1YY8. Tlie church met and took under 
consideration the request of Noah Sabin, Esqr., of occasional 
commimion with this church, and came to the following vote, that 
it was best, all things considered, not to receive him at present. 

" J. GooDiiuE, Moderator?'* 

Ho was afterwards on the 29th of April, 1781, admitted by 
vote to full communion, and was known as a "most stable, 
consistent, and useful member." 

In 1781 ho was elected judge of probate for Windliam county, 
but on the 12th of April, in the same year, was susj)ended froni 
office in order to satisfy the complaints of many who believed 
him to be dangerous as a Loyalist. lie was reinstated on the 
25th of October following, and it is believed continued in office 
until the year 1801. Judge Sabin was a man of unconnnon 
powers of mind. lie was cool and considerate in his purposes, 
and sound and discriminating in his judgment. His counsels 
were often sought and were generally safely followed. For the 
period in which he lived his education was superior. It is 
asserted with contidence that when the charter for Putney was 
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obtained, lio was tlio only person in the town possessed of suf- 
ficient skill to decipher Uie peculiar cliirography in which the 
instnnncnt was written. In his religious character he was up- 
ri<;ht, sincere, and conscientiously true to his professions. It 
]ni<;ht be Raid of him that he was remarkably active as a 
Christian, for it is well known tliat when the people were desti- 
tute of a minister, the duty of conducting the exercises of their 
religious af^f^emblics usually devolved on him. Although at the 
first strongly attached to the Crown, and for some time after the 
commencement of the Revolution undecided as to the course he 
should take in the struggle between the colonics and the mother 
country, his sympathies were subsequently enlisted on the side 
of the former, and no truer patriot was to be found than he. 
Upon retiring fi-om of&ce and active life, tlie remainder of his 
days was marked by acts of piety towards God and beneficence 
to mankind. He died on tlie 10th of March, 1811, at the 
advanced age of uinetynBix years.* 



NOAn BABIN JB., 



J/^Jjt}^ ^^^^^^^ 



SON of Noah Sabin, 
was bom at Reho- 
both, Massachusetts, 
on the 20th of April, 
1750, and removed 

with his father to Putney, when he was about eighteen years 
old. lie held the office of register of probate for Windham 
county, from 1791 to 1801, and from the latter year imtil 1808 
was Judge of probate, in which station he succeeded his father. 
Ho was carlj' elected a justice of the peace, and filled the office 
for nearly half a centiny. lie represented the town of Putney 
in the General Assembly during the years 1782, 1783, 1784, 
1785, and 1787. His death occurred at Putney on the 5th of 
December, 1827, in the seventy-eighth year of his age. From 
a!i obituary notice, written soon after his decease, the following 
passages are taken : — 

« Mf^. Letter from Rev. A. Foster of Patiiey, April 5th, 1852. Doc. Ilist N Y., 
iv. 10*22. See ante, pp. 308, 899. 
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'^ Judge Sabin was a man of sound mind, of a placid te nper, 
and manifested upon all occasions that urbanity of deportment 
wliicli commanded the love and respect of his acquaintance, 
lie was an early settler of the town [of Putney], and ever took 
an active interest in its civil and religious concerns. IIo was 
more than forty-seven years a magistrate, and sustained for 
many yeara the office of judge of probate, and other offices, 
with honor to himself, and with usefulness to the public. Ho 
discharged the duties of office witli such firmness and fidelity 
as to escape with a much less share of censure than is common 
in like cases. 

^^As a Christian, he appeared humble and unostentatious, 
steady and uniform in his principles and practice. IIo seemed 
always to love religion, and to be governed by a sacred i*egard 
for its doctrines and duties. It appeared to be his stay in the 
closing scenes of life. He was resigned to the will of Qod and 
ready to depart at His bidding. He was willing to be absent 
from the body, and to go to be present witli the Lord."* 



PAUL BFOONEB 




Ifi^rmnui^^^^^. 



WAS for many years 
actively engaged in 
advancing the inte- 
rests of Vermont, and 
enjoyed the fullest confidence of the pcoi)lo of that state. He 
was a member of the .Council from 1778 to 1782, when he was 
chosen lieutenant-governor of the state. In this position lie 
was continued until the year 1786. lie was a judge of the Su- 
preme court in 1779, 1780, and from 1782 to 1788. During 
the yeai-s 1781 and 1782 he served as judge and register of 
probate for Windsor county. In the year 1779 he was the 
town-clerk of Ilartland in AVindsor comity, and having subse- 
quently removed to Ilardwick, in Caledonia^ county, was chosen 
the fii-st clerk of that town in 1795. During the years 1797, 
1798, and 1799, he represented the citizens of Ilardwick in the 
General Assembly of the state. Of the respect with which the 

* Brattlcborough MesseDgcr, December 2l8t, 1827| yoL yi. No. 47. 
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cnrly oflicei-s of Vcnnont were treated, tlie following incident 
nffords ft good example. On one occasion the llcv. Elisha Hut- 
diinson, the fii'st minister of Pomfret, Vermont, M'as preacliing 
a Rermon at Jlartland, in a i»rivate lionse, wlien Mr. Sjnwner 
entered tlie room. Pausing in tlio midst of liis discourse, tlio 
reverend minister informed liis audience that lie had " got about 
lialf through" liis sermon, but as Governor Spooner had come 
to hear it, he would begin it again. Tlion turning to a wo- 
man who sat near liim, lie said, ** My good woman, get out of 
that chair and let Governor SiKX)ner have a seat, if you please !" 
^\r. Spooner was accommodated, and Mr. Hutchinson repeated 
the first part of his sermon, much to the cdilication, it is sup- 
posed, of tlioso who had ah'cady heard it.* 



JONATHAN STEARNS. 

Prior to the Hevohition, Jonathan Stearns was engaged in the 
]>racticc of the law in the eastern portion of the New Ilamp- 
fihire (J rants, and was generally regarded as a man of ability. 
In an account presented at New York on the 5th of ^lay, 1775, 
by some «»f the ollicei*8 of the court, it was stated that he " was 
in the mihappy event that happened between the jwsse of tho 
county of (Cumberland and a body of riotere," at Westminster, 
on the 13th of ^larcli previous. In comjmny with Samuel 
Knight, who was also a lawyer of that county, " he happily 
oseaj)C(l the fury of the mob and went immediately to Boston." 
On liis arrival in that city, "General Gage advised him to 
repair to New York with the utmost expedition, to give infor- 
mation to gr)vcrnmcnt of the state of the county." lie reached 
New York on the 29th of March, and having presented an ac- 
count of tlic affray, of which he had been a partial witness, 
was rcimbni-scd the expenses of his journey, to the amount of 
£7 18.9. lie subsequently removed to Nova Scotia, and was 
attorney-secretary of that provinccf 

* DcminpV Cat Vt. Officers, p. 75, rt pasxhn. 

f Council Minutes, in office Sec. State N. Y., 1705-1783. xxvi. 435. Tlie lUn- 
gori*, V»y 1). r. 'nifunpson, ii. 93. See ani^t p. 074. 
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MIOAU T0WN8END, 

y2? ' ^ ^Z^ ^ WHOSE name lias fre- 

ty^ife caJ^ ^^^Tl/rz^^^iy ' q„ently occurred in 

these pages as a corre- 
spondent of Gov. George Clinton, deserves to bo held in ris- 
inembrance ^iA one of those worthy fatlioi-s of Vermont, whoso 
sterHng virtues and wisdom, and indomitable* courage, carved 
out and shaped tlie destiny of that state, amid scenes of con- 
vulsion at home and abroad. The influence which lie exer- 
cised and the service which he rendered, at a period in the 
state's history when education was at a low ebb, though not of 
tliat bold and dazzling kind which characterizes the deeds of 
military heroes, and on which contemporary liistorians so often 
delight to seize to spice their pnges, and keep alive the momen- 
tary excitement, were vahiable and duly appreciated by tlwiso 
engaged with him in i)erfccting the organization of Vermont. 
Though in principle and habit an cmiihatical lover of peace, 
he was a sincere patriot, having the true interests of his coun- 
try deeply at heart. 

Henry Townsend, the fii-st of the family who settled in Ame- 
rica, came from England to Long Ishand previous to the year 
1G87. His son Micajah Townsend having married Elizabeth 
Piatt, their son the subject of this notice was born at Cedar 
Swamp, Oyster Bay, Long Island, on the 13th of May, 174D, 
O.S. After pursuing the studies commonly taught in elemen- 
tary schools, and othei*s under the guidance of a neighboring 
clergyman preparatory to a collegiate course, he entered at the 
age of fourteen the college of Nassau Hall in Princeton, New 
Jersey, during the presidency of Dr. Elihu Spencer, At tlio 
end of four yeai*s, having completed the usual coui*se of acade- 
mic studies he proceeded Bachelor of Arts on the 8th of Octo- 
ber, 17G0, and during the presidency of Dr. John Withei*spoon 
proceeded Master of Arts on the 5th of October, 1700. On 
leaving college in 17G6, he immediately connnenced the study 
of the law, in the office of the Hon. Thomas Jones, a distin- 
guished barrister and attorney in the city of New York, and 
subsequently a justice of the Supreme court of the province of 
New York. ILiving continued this pursuit for the term of four 
years, he was admitted to the practice of the law on the Gth of 
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April, ITTO, by a commission under tlio Iiand and seal of 
the lion. Cadwallador Golden, lieuteuant-govomor of the 
colony. 

Soon after his admission to the bar, ho established himself in 
his profession at the White Plains, in Westchester county, 
Avhcre he remained until after the commencement of the war 
of tlie Kevoliition. Attached by conviction and by principle 
to the cause of tlie colonies, he freely lent his effoi*ts to advance 
that cause. He served as clerk of the Westchester comity com- 
mittee of safefj', and on tlie 22d of June, 177C, was ap^winted 
to the command of a company of militia in that county, con- 
taining fifty men, including oflicerp, which had been raised to 
defeat the machinations of the Tories who abounded in that 
region. On the 25th of July following, he was ordered to take 
]>ost at the mouth of Croton river, and continued on duty in 
and about that locality until the end of October. On the night 
of the Ist of November, it became evident to General Wash- 
ington, that the British were preparing to take possession of the 
heights in the neighborhood of the White Plains, which he 
then held with his troops. In order to gain a more secure posi- 
tion, he broke up his camp, and having previously set fire to 
the houses in the White Plains and llie neighborhood, removed 
liis forces to a more mountainous region, in the vicinity of 
North Castle. Tlie destruction of the village where he had at 
fii*8t entered upon the active duties of life, was doubtless the 
immediate cause which led Mr. Townsend to seek in the inte- 
rior of the country a residence less exposed to tlie disturbances 
of that exciting period. Removing to the beautiful village of 
]>rattlcborongh, lie was soon surrounded by friends, and on the 
15tli of August, 1778, married Mary, a daughter of Col. Sa- 
muel Wells. 

In the controversy which at this time raged with peculiar ani- 
mofiity in the south- eastern portion of Vermont, Mr. Townsend, 
at the iii-^t, sided with the supporter of the New York jurisdic- 
tion, and was in constant communication wnth Governor Clin- 
ton. Ills lcttci-8, extracts from which have been given in the 
body of this work, were always i)repared with accuracy, eX' 
pressed in well-chosen language, and engrossed in a chiro- 
grapliy of singular beauty. He was frequently entrusted with 
the conduct of inij)ortaut negotiations between the provincial 
government of New York and its 6upportei*s in Vermont, and 
never failed to peiform his duty in a manner which gave tlie 
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completest sntisfactic a. In the Biipply bill passed by the Lc^s- 
lature of Now York on the 4th of November, 1778, the sum 
of £60 was appropriated to him, in payment of his ** ox- 
pences in attending upon tlie Legislature, on the business of 
quieting the disorder prevailing in the nortli-eastern parts of 
the state." 

The share which he liad taken in military affairs while at the 
White Plains, had secured for him the enmity of the Tories 
who infested that paii of tlie country, and, when occasion 
offered, they did not fail to clothe this feeling in deeds. In the 
year 1781, having obtained permission from Qoveruor Clinton 
to visit Long Ishind, he peiformed the journey, but in a letter 
to the Governor, written at Fishkill, on the 16th of May, 1781, 
while on his way home, he informed his Excellency that he luid 
met with abuse in the city of New York from the AVestchcstcr 
refugees; had been "once carried before his Worehip," tlio 
British mayor of that city; and had been obliged to take a dif- 
ferent route on his return, to avoid his " old enemies," who 
were lying in wait to take him. " A thousand pounds," said 
he, " would not tem2)t me to a similar visit." 

Having come to the conclusion, after an honest and careful 
review of the circumstances, that New York would never bo 
able to substantiate her claim to the New Hampshire Graiita, 
or to enforce her laws in that district, he took the oath of alle- 
giance to and became a citizen of Vermont. In the i)nictico 
of his profession, tlioiigh not distinguished as an eloquent advo- 
cate, he possessed, what was of more value than elo(iuence, the 
estimation of the community for integrity. By reason of his 
legal attainments and the soundness of his judgment, he was 
esteemed the first lawyer in the state, and during the twenty- 
four years of his residence in Brattleborough, his practice was 
successful and profitable. At this place, his chihlrcn, fivo 
daughters and three sons, were all born. In the year 1781, he 
was chosen judge and register of probate for Windham county, 
and held those offices until the year 1787. 

The constitution of Vermont, which had been established by 
a convention on the 2d of July, 1777, was never submitted to 
the people for popular discussion, lest in those critical times, 
when unanimity was the only strength, its consideration should 
create disunion. Having been acted upon, as an exjycriment^ 
for eight years, it was found to admit of so many i)ractical 
abuses that its revision was regarded as imperative. This duty 
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devolved upon n council of censors, who wcro chosen from tho 
ablest men in the stnto for this specific purpose, and of this 
council Micah Townscnd was tho secretary. Tlieir sessions 
wore hehl at Norwich in June, 1786, at Windsor in Sei)tember 
and October following, and at Bennington in February, 1786. 
All the members of this body, doubtless, participated in the dis- 
cussions of the various jwints embraced in the work tliey had in 
hand, and justly shared in the honor of tho labor. But their 
secretary alone, could mould and shapo the honest but cnido 
suggestions, into tho clear and explicit form of legislative pro- 
cedure. The discriminating acumen acquired by his legal 
cfhication, gave him an ability in drafting judicial and legisla- 
tive documents, which M*a8 then as important as it was rare, 
and was duly appreciated by such men of his associates as tho 
Jlon. Messrs. Marvin, RoUinson, Mosely, Walbridge, Mai-sh, 
Jacob, and Hunt. 

In the year 1781, Mr. Townsend was called to fill the offlco 
of secretary of state, under the administration of the Hon. 
Thomas Chittenden, and was continued in that station by annual 
election until 1788. While occupying tliis position, his habits 
of promptitude and regularity enabled him, by reforming tho 
looseness and confusion which liad prevailed in the department, 
to establish system and order. By these means, access to the 
records was rendered easier, and tho facilities for the dispatch 
of business were increased. 

Pending the controversy between New York and Vermont, 
!Micali T(»wn6end was, on the 10th of July, 1784, arrested in tho 
city of New York, by Seth Smith, " solely for his officiating in 
the line of his duty as clerk of the county court of Windham 
county," and was ol)ligcd to give bail in the sum of £2000 for 
his api>earance. The matter having been laid before the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the state, an act of indemnity was passed at 
the next session of the Ixigislatnre, by which commissionere 
were appointed to soil lands in the state of Vermont, belonging 
to citizens of New York, until money enough sliould be raised 
from the sales, to rcimbni*se Mr. Townsend all the expenses 
consequent upon his arrest. 

For domestic rcasoim Mr. Townsend resigned his state secre- 
taryship in 1788, much to the regret of all persons connected 
with the government. On tendering to the Legislature the 
seals of Ills office, the event was noticed by the House in tho 
tollowing complimentary resclution : — 



704 HI8T0BY OF EASTERN YEBlfONT. 

" In General Assembly, 21st October, 1788. 

'^ Jiesolvedy that this House having accepted the resignation 
of Micah Townsend, Esqr., late Secretary of this State, fed 
themselves obliged to express the warmest sentiments of grati- 
tude to that gentleman, for the fidelity and skill with which lie 
has discharged the duties of his said office. Tliat it is with re- 
luctance we consent that an officer of state of his ingenious no- 
complishments, which have been so faithfully and to so genenil 
satisfaction exerted for the public good, should so soon retire 
from the station ho has filled with advantage to the state, and 
honor to himself." 

His services were rendered with great fidelity, and were left 
to the judgment of those for whom he labored, without any 
subsequent eflbrt to bring them into notice. Tlie estimation in 
which they were held by a man whose memory will ever be 
fresh in the Iiearts of the inhabitants of Vermont, aftbrds addi- 
tional evidence of tlieir value. " In tlie year 1835, 1 was in 
Middlebury," writes his son, the Rev. Canon Townsend, " and 
called upon the Hon. Nathaniel Chipman, an early friend of 
my father, from whom I learned the high estimation in which 
he was held for his integrity, the clearness of his intellect, and 
his legal attainments. Tliis opinion he illustrated by saying^ 
' Tlie state of Vermont would this day have been far wiser and 
richer could she have retained his services from the time of his 
resignation to the present, at a salary of ten thousand doUara 
per annum.^ " 

He now retired from all public business to the bosom of his 
family, residing "still in Brattleborough until the year 1801, 
when he disposed of his estate at that place to the lion. Royall 
Tyler, and with his family dwelt in Guilford for one year. In 
the spring of 1802 ho removed to the township of Farnhani, 
Lower Canada, where a grant of land had been made by tho 
British government of twelve hundred acres to each of tho 
children of Col. Samuel Wells, as a compensation for the losses 
sustained by their father during the revolutionary war. IFc 
lived here in retirement, devoted to domestic and religious du- 
ties until 1816, when he changed his residence to Clarenceville, 
that he might spend tho evening of his life with his son, tho 
Rev. Micajah Townsend. Although for many yeai*s he had 
intended not to engage again in public business, yet as hie 
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licnitb Avns good nnd his faculties unimpaired, lie yielded to 
the solicitation of tlie people to make Iiimself useful among 
tlicni as a justice of tlie peace, and from tlie Governor, the Earl 
of Dallionsie, lie received the appointment of judicial commis- 
sioner for the trial of small causes. At length admonished by 
tlie infirmities of age, he resigned these offices, and filled up his 
time in gardening, reading, and meditation. 

In tlio year 1831 he was called to part M'ith the faitliful wife 
of his youth, who died on the 27th of June, at the ago of 
Bcvent3'-one, in the peace and joy of Christian hope. To her 
he had been united for more tlian half a century, and ho 
mourned her loss with deep sorrow and a chastened submission. 
Her departure was regarded by him as a solemn premonition 
of his own decease, at no distant period, and this presentiment 
was soon verified, for he survived her but ten months. About 
the middle of tlie following spring he was attacked with chills 
and fever, and on the 23d of April, 1832, his mortal life termi- 
nated at the age of about eighty-three. 

He was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and, according 
to the certificate of lodge No. 2 of the province of New York, 
was elevated to a Master Mason's degree on the 14th of June, 
1770. His moral character was marked for its truthfulness, 
integrity, justice, and honesty. His mind was stored witli va- ^ 
ricMl and extensive knowledge. His style of writing was plain, 
classical, and elegant. His business habits were characterized 
with system, order, and correctness. His disposition was mild, 
amiable, and forgiving. His peraonal deportment was dignified 
yet unforbidding, and his manners graceful, polished, and gen- 
tlemanly. For the last thirty years of his life, his daily prac^ 
tice was to retire for an hour at twilight for meditation and 
prayer, and yet his personal piety which was thus sustained, 
and was further evinced by a constant attendance on public 
woi*ship and communion in the Episcopal church, of which he 
had been from youth a member, was of a meek and un- 
obtrusive character, commending itself more by deeds than 
words. 

Though his physical activity was abated by age, his bodily 
health was unimpaired, and his sight and hearing, and appetite 
for food and sleep undiminished. His mental powers, upheld 
by the habit of reading, had lost but little of their vigor, and 
he could compose and write with his customary ease and peiv 
spicuity up to tlie time of his last illness. His remains were 

45 
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deposited bj the side of those of his Trife, in the cemoterjr of 
the parish of St George, Clarenceville, Lower Canada.* 



AMOB TOTE. 

• 

TnB name of Amos Tnte appears first as connected witli tho 
settlements bordering the banks of the Connecticut river, in a 
muster roll of a company of rangers commanded by Capt. John 
Burk, who were stationed at Hinsdale's Fort, in tlie year 1757. 
He was one of the earliest inhabitants of the town of Vernon, 
and, for the period in which he lived, was a man of wealth and 
influence. In the year 1755, Mre. Jemima Howe, who was af- 
terwai*ds known as the " Fair Captive," was taken prisoner by 
the Indians, and carried to Canada. On her return she becanio 
the wife of Mr. Tute. In 1768, Mr. Tute, by a commission 
from Cadwallader Colden, Lieutenant-govenior of tlie province 
of New York, was appointed, on the 7th of April, a coro- 
ner for Cumberland county, and held that office until tho 
breaking out of the revolutionary war. The inquest on tho 
body of William French, who was shot at ilie Westminster 
Massacre, was held before him, and his name appears on tho 
paper which declared the result of this investigation. 

To those curious in epitaphic lore, the following inscription 
may not prove uninteresting. It is copied from the stone which 
marks the grave of his son Jonathan, in the burial ground at 
Vernon, and was probably composed by the Rev. Bunker Gay, 
of Hinsdale, New Hampshire. 

^cmcnto Mof/ 

Here lies cut down like unripe Fruit 
A Son of M' Amos Tute 

* Many of the facts contained in this notice were supplied by the ReT. Canoa 
Micajah Townsend, of Clarenceville, Lower Canada, the only surviving son of 
Micah Townacnd. Tlie other sources consulted nre, the George Clinton Papers, 
in N. Y. State Lib., vul. viii. doc 2307; vol xii. doc. 8718. Petitions in offiuo 
Sec. State N. Y., xxxiii. 104. Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 608, 641, 744, 0r»2; 
ii. 464. Laws of N. Y., Holt's ed., 1777-1783, p 47. Barber's N. Y. Hist CoU , 
ed. 1841, pp. 463, 698-601. Journal Gen. Ass. Vt, Oct 1784, pp. 13, 29. Wil- 
hams's Hist Vt, it 262. Slade's Vt State Papers^ pp. 491, 611, 616, 631. Dem- 
ing's Cat Vt Officers, passim. 
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And M** Jemima Tutc his Wife 

Call'd Jonathan of Whose frail Life 

The days all Summ'd (how Short th' Account) 

Scarcely to fourteen years Amount 

Bom on the Twelveth of May Was He 

In Seventeen Hundred Sixty Three 

To Death he fell a helpless Prey 

April the Five & Twentieth Day 

In Seventeen Hundred Seventy Seven 

Quitting this World We hope for Heaven 

But tho his Spirits fled on High 

His body mouldering here mud lie 

Behold the amazing alteration 

Effected by Jnoculation 

The Means improved his Life to Save 

Hurreed him headlong to the Grave. 

Full in the Bloom of Youth he fell 

Alas What human Tongue can tell 

The Mothers Grief her Anguiih Show 

Or paint the Fathers heavier Woe 

Who now no nat'ral offTpring has 

His ample Fortune to poflefs 

To fill his Place Stand in his Stead 

Or bear his Name When he is dead 

So God Ordain'd, His Ways are Juft 

Tho Empires Crumble into Duft 

Life and the World Mere Bubbles are 

Set loofe to thefe, for Heaven prepare. 

In tlio same grave-yard are deposited the mortal remains of 
Amos Tuto. Ills memorial is in these words : — 

In Memory of 

Mr. Amos Tato, 

who died April I7th 

1700 in the SOOi 

year of his 

Age. 

Were I so Tall to Beach the Pole 
Or graip the Ocean with my Span 
• I must he measured by my soul ' 
Tfie Mind's the standard of the 

Man, 



' DISTOBY or SABTKBa TXRHONT. 



By his will Hr. Tiite devised " a certain tract or farm of land, 
^tuate and being in Brattleborongh," ^^'^ ^° ""^ ^^ ^^ sckooU 
in that towa.* 



^^_ 



BOTAIL TTLXR. 

IJhdeb the colonial gOT- 
emment of Hassacha- 
Betts, tlio Hon. Hoyoll 
l^Ier, who resided in 
Boston, held sovcrn} sta- 
tions of distinction. At 
that place Iiis second 
son, tlio snlijcct of tliis 
notice, wua horn, " in 
t!ie neighborhood of 
Faneail Xlall," iu Die 
year lYfiS, and was at 
first called Wil- 
liam Clark Tyler. 
On the deutli of 
^ his futlicr, tlia 

name of the BOti 
was changed by 
anoctof thoGoii- 
ei'&l court, and nt 
the suggestion of his mother, to Koyall T^lor, and under this 
name he entered Harvard College, at the early ago of fom'tecn. 
While at this institution, ho evinced a fondness for study and a 
readiness of apprehension which gave him a high position 
among the membci'S of Iiis class. His collegiate career was 
disturbed by the wnr of the revolution, but in spite of inter- 
ruption he muiutnincd an honorable standing, and on gradu- 
ating in 177(1, received tlie usual degree of U. A., and tlio ap- 
pointment of valedictorian. Jn the same year llio B. A. dcgrco 
was conferred upon him by Yalo College, as an honorary dis- 
tinctioh. He proceeded Master of Arts at his own Alma Mater, 
ill 1779, and received Ihe same degree from tlio University of 

* AcU ahi Lavs of Tt, 1164, pp. S3, 34. 
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Vermont in 1811. In 1802^ ho was chosen a member of the 
corporation of tlie latter institution, whicli i)08ition ho held until 
1813, and was professor of jurisprudence in the same seminary 
of learning from 1811 to 1814. 

Soon after leaving college he studied law with Francis Dana 
of Cambridge. During the war he served for a slioi^t time as 
aide-de-camp to Qeneral Lincoln, and was engaged in the same 
capacity in the years 1780 aiid 1787, "when that officer com- 
manded the nn*li(ary force of Massachusetts, called out to sup- 
press the rebellion of Daniel Shays." "lie was also deputed 
by Qovcnior Bowdoin to the government of New York, to 
make arrangements for the delivery of Shays and his adher- 
ents to the authorities of Massachusetts, should the}'^ escape to 
that state." For the pur|)Oso of conducting similar negotiations 
with the govennnent of Vermont^ he was sent to the Geneml 
Assembly of that state, during the month of October, 1786. 
His energy and enterprise in this emergency were of great 
value in leading the neighboring states to take efficient mea- 
sures in preventing the rioters from receiving external aid. 
After spending the years of his early manhood in the practice 
of the law, not only in Boston bnt in the neighboring towns, he 
removed to Vermont, and married Miss Palmer, the daughter 
of an old and valued friend. Becoming a citizen of Brattle- 
borough, he, in 1801, purchased the residence of Micah Town- 
send. His abilities as a lawyer and a man of learning were 
already extensively acknowledged, and he soon numbered 
among his friends many of the most able, polished, and social 
gentlemen of his adopted state. 

In 1796 ho was appointed state's attorney for Windham 
county, and held the office imtil the year 1800. He presided 
as side judge of the Supreme court of Vermont from 1801 to 
1806, wlicn ho was chosen chief judge. Tin's position ho re- 
tained until the year 1812. Party strife and ill health com- 
bined were tlic causes which prevented him from being chosen 
to fill this office for a longer period. From the year 1815 to the 
year 1821 he was register of probate for Windliam county, and 
tins, it is believed, was the last public station he was called to 
occupy. An idea of the originality of his style and manner 
in arguing a case, under circumstances calculated to produce 
embarrasfiincnt, may be gained from the following anecdote. 

At a court held in Ncwfanc, he undertook his fii*et case after 
he left the bench. He had not practised for a long time, and 
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many of the lawyers at the bar had never heard him address a 
jury. At the period referred to, the disease of which lio died 
— a cancer on tlie left side of the nose, near the eye — canscd 
him to wear a patch of black silk on Iiis face, wliicli did not 
tend to improve his appearance. Tlie case was one of impor- 
tance, involving the property of liis client, a certain Mr. Kicli- 
ardson. Tlie opposing counsel, in presenting their pleas, made 
frequent reflections upon the ex-chiet-justice, declaring that his 
faculties were failing, that he liad a disease about him, and tliat 
he had been tui*ned from the bench for incai)acity. During the 
delivery of these sentiments Judge Tyler sat within tho bar, 
taking no notes, and apparently entirely oblivious of what was 
passing around him. When the time came for him to address 
the jury, he rose in his place, and turning his back u]^>oii the 
twelve men whose minds he was desirous of influencing, called 
out to his client : — " Kichardson I come here 1 " Kichardsoii 
started up in great astonishment, and made his way through 
the ci*owded court-room to the railing within which the lawyera 
sat. ^'Kichardson!" said Judge Tyler, tuming to that indi- 
vidual, who was exceedingly surprised at the oddity of the pi*o- 
ceedings, '^ go home I There is no use of your staying here I 
I thought you had a cose, a good case I " lie then went on, 
with his back to the jury and judge, to tell his client all tho 
strong points of his cose, making it very plain, or, at least, 
making it appear, that Kichardson had been basely abused by 
the lawyere on the other side. "But," said he in conclusion, 
" I was mistaken in supposing you had any rights that could be 
maintained. It appears you have no case because my faculties 
are failing, and, what is worse, you have no case at all, hecauso 
I have this patch on my nose. Go home ! Go home ! I can't 
be expected to say a word to the juiy under such circum- 
stances ! " With these words Judge Tyler sat down. The op- 
posing counsel were dumbfoundcred at this mode of attack, 
but the jury were only out long enough to make up for Kich- 
ardson a most satisfactory verdict 

Social in his disposition and possessing a mind well stored 
with information derived both from books and their prototypes, 
men, he was the delight of all who knew him, and was the lead- 
ing spirit on those occasions when the witty, the learned, and 
the wise were assembled. To high mental ability there was 
joined in his character an uncommonly benevolent and friendly 
disposition, which gained him the love and respect of many 
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nttachcd friends. As a judge ho was conscientious, clear-minded, 
and just, both by n natural sense of right and an extensive know- 
ledgcof precedents His humanity, though naturally unbounded, 
Avas so guided as tc produce tlio most beneficial results. As a 
citizen, he was pi.blic-spirited and liberal; as a neighbor, 
thoughtful and unobtrusive; as a husband, kind and attentive. 
His Avidow still survives him, in the enjoyment of all her mental 
faculties, though advanced in the octogenarian rank. The 
remains of Judge Tyler repose in the burial-gi-ound at Brattle- 
borough. A Avliito marble stone, which marks the place of his 
sepulture, bears upou its face the following inscription : 

ROTALL TYLER 
Reip. y* Mont Cur. Sup. Jurid. 

Princ. 

MoBTEaf Osnr 

Die XYL Aug. Anno Domim 

MDCCCXXVL 

Etatis Su8d 

Lxvm. 

Uxor et liberi 

ejus 

Hoc sazum ponendum 

Curaverunt 

As a contributor to the early literature of this country. Judge 
Tyler deserves to be held in honorable remembrance. The 
annexed account of his writings, is taken from that most 
valuable and tasteful work, the "Cyclopcedia of American 
Literature." 

"Royall Tyler was a wit, a poet, and a chief justice. His 
life certainly deserves to bo narrated with more particularity 
than it has yet received. His writings, too, should be collected 
and placed in an accessible form. American literature cannot bo 
charged with poverty, while it has such valuables uninvested, 

in its forgotten repositories." In the year 1786 while at 

New York, for the purpose of conducting some negotiations con- 
nected with the suppression of the Shays rebellion, "a comedy 
whicli ho had written during his military service was produced 
on the stage. It was entitled 'Tlie Contrast,' and has the dis- 
tinctionof being tlie firet stage production in wliich the Yankee 
dialect and storj^-telling since so familiar in the parts written 
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for Hackett, Hill, and others, was omploycd. It was uioro tlian 
that. It was the fii-st American play which was ever acted on 
Bi regular stage by an established company of comcdiaus. It 
was played at the old Jolm Street Tlieatre in New York, under 
the management of Uallam and Iloniy, April ICtli, 1786.* 
Its success was such as to induce the author to produce a second, 
entitled * May Day, or New York in an Uproar,' for the benefit of 
the actor Wignell in the May following. 

" The Country Jonathan, in the * Contrast,' on a visit to town, 
drops into the theatre with Uie expectation of seeing ^ a hocus- 
pocus man,' and sits out a performance of the ^School for 
Scandal' without any notion that he has visited a play-house. 
On being asked if he saw the man with his tricks : * ^V'hy, I 
vow,' says he, *as I was. looking out for him, they lifted up a 
great green cloth, and let us look right into the next neighbor's 
house.' ' Uave you a good many houses in New York made 
in that ere way ?' he asks ; and is told, not many. To au in- 
quiry whether he saw the family, and how he liked them, he 
replies : * Why, I vow, they were pretty much like other fami- 
lies. There was a poor, good-natured curse of a husband, and 
a sad rantipole of a wife.' At the close, he asks for his money, 
as he has not had the show. ^ Tlie dogs a bit of a sight have I 
seen,' he says, ^unless you call listening to people's private 
business a sight.' 

"Tyler not long after gained considerable reputation by his 
contributions to tliat very pleasant newspaper and miscellany, 
one of the very best of its kind ever published in this country, 
the ' Farmer's Weekly Museum,' published at Walpolc in New 
Hampshire, by Isaiah Tliomas and David Carlisle. When 
Dennie became its editor, Tyler was called in to assist him with 
his contributions ' from the shop of Messrs. Colon and Spondee,' 
an amusing melange of light verse, and entertaining social and 
political squibs, which he had already opened in the journals, 
the * Eagle ' at Hanover, the * Federal Orrery ' at Boston, ami 
the ' Tablet.' 

"Tyler also published a series of papera with the title, * An 
Author's Evenings,' in the 'Port Folio' for 1801, and subse- 
quently. A liberal collection of the ' Colon and Spondee' pa- 
pera is included in a volume published by Thomas and Thomas 



* He gave the copyright to the principal actor ia the piece, AVigncU, who pub* 
liflhed it by Bubacription. 
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nt AValpolc iii 1801, entitled *Tlie Spirit of the FarmerVMu- 
KCiiini, and Lay Preacher's Qaxette.' His facility in verse in 
ilicsc compositions was remarkable. lie had great command 
of versification and an abnndant fund of improm])tn humor. 
His 'Colon and Sj^ndco' articles are divided between federal 
jiolitics, attacks on French democracy, the Delia Crnscan lite- 
rature, and the fashionable frivolities of the day. Tlie para- 
graphs in prose show the author^s wit, taste in literature, and 
strongly marked Opinions of the federal school in politics. 

"In 1797, he wrote a comedy in three acts, *Tlie Georgia 
Spec, or Land in the Moon,' in ridicule of a speculating mania 
for wihl Yazoo lands. It was repeatedly performed in Ik)6ton 
with success; He wrote some other dramatic productions, but 
none of them have been published. 

" In 1707, appeared from the press of David Carlisle, at Wal- 
pole, in tsvo volumes, his * Algerine Captive, or the Life and 
Adventures of Updike Underbill : Six Years a Prisoner among 
the Algerincs.' It is dedicated to the poet Humphreys. This 
work is said to have been mistaken by an English critic for a 
narrative of actual adventure. It is a fictitious book of me- 
moirs, in which the author ventilates his opinions on various 
topics of American sociicty, paints the horrors of the slave- 
trade, and the now almost incomprehensible grievances which 
the European and American powers for a long time endured 
from the assumptions of the Algerines. In the close of the work, 
there are some sketches of Mahometanism. Tlio book is written 
in short chapters, with spirit and neatness of style. Tliere is 
quite enough of ingenuity in tlie thought, coupled with the de- 
scriptions of the manners of the times, to redeem this work from 
the neglect into which it has fallen. Tliough printed in, at least, 
a second American edition, it is now exceedingly scarce. 

" In 1799, he composed a Fourth of July ode for tlie public 
celebration of the day at "Windsor, Vermont, and a convivial 
song for the same occasion. He was frequently called upon 
for these services, and for the occasional prologues in vogue at 
charitable and other theatrical benefits. 

" III 1804, we notice Tvler as a contributor of verees to the* 

* Columbian Sentinel.' In 1809, he published two volumes of 

* Reports of Cases in the Supreme Court of Vermont.' He still 
continued to write for the journals, in the Port Folio, and in 
other quarters. Some of his latest productions appeared in the 
*New England Galaxy.' In 180G, ho was a conti'ibutor to 
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Bnclaiigham's monthly periodical, *Tlio Polynntlnis,' of the 
papoi'S entitled ^ Trash,' and a number of fugitivo poetical 
pieces, and again, on the revival of the publiQation in 1812." 

Tliough the writings of Judge Tyler are hut little known at 
the present day, yet his ability has been warmly eulogized by 
those best acquainted with his scattered productions. ^^ Tyler's 
contributions to the Farmer's Museum," observes tlie lion. J. 
T. Buckingham, " were numerous, and, if collected, would fill 
several volumes. lie wrote rapidly, and could vary his style 
*from gi*ave'to gay, from lively to severe,' as easily as he could 
draw on his glove. Most of tlie articles, purporting to be *from 
the Shop of Messrs. Colon and Spondee,' were written by him ; 
the poetical pieces, I believe, are all of his composition. Tlieso 
he generally threw off with a dash of the pen, seldom taking 
any pains to revise them. Tliey are noted for inaccuracy of 
rhymes — a defect which he thought hardly worthy of his atten- 
tion, — but they are remarkable for sprightliness of thought und 
expression, and an easy flow of language. They embraced 
topics of all sorts, local and general, temporary and permanent, 
and were well charged with wit and humor. The complexion 
of the political articles was purely yerfd?*aZ." The rcnuirks of 
the Rev. Ilosea Beckley respecting the literary eflbrts of Judf^ 
Tyler, though a little adulatory, are worthy of notice. ^^ Ills 
Algerine Captive is one of the best works of the kind which 
our country has produced, and is evidence of great invention 
and vci*8tttility of talents in the writer. Several of his charges 
to juries and condemned criminals were published, and are 
specimens of elegant composition,' as well as evidence of his 
professional knowledge. lie was a man of ready wit and great 
facetiousness. So innate was his vein of liumor, that in his last 
days, under tlie painful and melancholy inroads of a cancer, 
scintillations from his happy genius would occasionally bin-st 
forth. His pen was often applied to correct and polish manu- 
scripts designed for the press." * 

The limits of this sketch ^vill not allow of the introduction of 

• Ilarv. ColL Triennial Catalogue. Yale Coll. Triennial Catalogue. Thomp- 
son's Vt, Part II. pp. 149, 160. Deming*a Catalogue Yt Oaicerd, pat»im. Ira 
AUen's Hist Vt, p. 248. Bcckley'a Hist Vt, p. 274. Cycloprodia of Ain. Lit, 
by E. A. and G. L. Duyckinok, i. 416-420. Dunlnp'a Hist Am. Theatre, I^ndon 
cd., 18S3, pp 186-141. Monthly Anthology, Boston, ix. 844-:]47. Buukinghanrs 
Specimens of Newspaper Literature, I 161, 162; ii. 177, 107, 100-21O, 226. The 
Spirit of the Fanner's Museum and Lay Preacher's Gazette, Wal(>olc, N. 11., 1801, 
pa»tim. 
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but one extract from his writings. TImt selected is a chapter 
from tlie Algerino Captive. Tlio author, in this instance, ap- 
jieara as a surgeon on board of a slaver. Tlie title of tlie chai>- 
tcr is — 

"Trkatbient of the Slaves on board tub Suip. — Of one 
hundred and fifty Africans, we rejected seventeen, as not mer- 
chantable. While I was doubting which to lament most, those 
who were about being precipitate<l into all the miseries of an 
American slavery, or those whom we had rejected, as too wretched 
for slaves, Ca])tain Russell was congratulating the slave con- 
tractors upon the immense good luck they had, in not suffering 
more by this lot of human creatures. I underatood that^ what 
from wounds received by some of these miserable creatures at 
their capture, or in their violent stniggles for liberty, or at- 
tempts at suicide ; with the fatigue of a long journey, partly 
over the burning sands of a sultry climate, it was usual to esti- 
mate the loss in the passage to tlie sea-shore, at twenty-five per 
cent 

"No sooner was the purchase completed, than these wretched 
Africans were transported in herds aboard tlie ship, and imme- 
diately precipitated between decks, where a strong chain, at- 
tached to a staple in the lower deck, was riveted to the bar, 
before described ; and then the men were chained in paire, and 
also handcuffed, and two sailors with cutlasses guarded eveiy 
twenty : while the women and children were tied together in 
pairs with ropes, and obliged to supj)ly the men with provisions, 
and the slush bucket ; or, if the young women were released, it 
was only to gmtity the brutal lust of the sailore : for, though I 
cannot say I ever was M'itness to an actual mpc, yet the fre- 
(picnt shrieks of these forlorn females in the bertlis of the sea- 
men, left me little charity to doubt of the repeated commission 
of that degrading crime. Tlie eve after we had received the 
shives on board, all hands wee piped on deck, and ordered to 
assist in manufacturing and knotting cat-o'-nine-tails, the appli- 
cation of which, I was informed, was always necessary to bring 
the slaves to their ajipetite. Tlie night after they came on 
board, was spent by these wretched people in sobbings, groans, 
tcai-s, and the most heart-rending bursts of sorrow and despair. 
Hie next morning, all was still. Surprised by this unexpected 
silence, I almost hoped tliat Providence, in pity to these her 
miserable children, had permitted some kindly suffocation to 
put a period to their anguish. It was neitlier novel nor unex- 
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])cctcd to tho ship's crew. ^ It is only tlio dumb fit come on/ 
cried every one ; ^ we will cure them.' After breakfust, tho 
whole ship's crew went between decks, and carried witli tliein 
the pi*ovi8ionB for the slaves, which they one and all refused to 
eat. A more affecting group of misery w^as never seen. These 
injured Africans, preferring death to slavery, or perhaps buoyed 
above tho fear of dissolution by their religion, which taught 
them to look with an eye of faith to a country beyond the grave, 
where they should again meet the friends and relatives, from 
whose endearments they had' been torn, and where no fiend 
should torment, or Christian thiret for gold, had, wantuig other 
means, resolved to starve themselves, and every eye lowereil 
tlie fixed resolve of this deadly intent In vain were the men 
beaten. Tliey refused to taste one mouthful ; and, I believe, 
would have died under the operation, if the ingenious cruelty 
of the clerk, Kandolph, had not suggested the plan of whipping 
the women and children in sfght of the men ; assuring the uieu 
they should bo tormented until all had eaten. Whut the tor- 
ments, exercised on the bodies of these brave Africans, failed 
to produce, the feelings of nature efiectcd. Tlio negro, who 
could undauntedly expire under tho anguish of tho lash, could 
not view the agonies of his wife, child, or his mother ; and, 
though repeatedly encouraged by these female sufterei's, un- 
moved by their torments, to pcreevere unto death ; yet, though 
the 7nan dared to die, i\\Q father relented, and in a few houi-s, 
they all ate their provisions, mingled with their tears, 

" Our slave dealers being unable to fulfil their contract, unless 
we tarried three weeks longer, our captain concluded to remove 
to some other market. Wo accordingly weighed anchor, and 
steered for Benin, and anchored in tho river Formosa, where we 
took in one hundred and fifteen more slaves. The same process 
in the purchase was pursued here ; and, though I frequently 
assured the captain, as a physician, tliat it was impracticable to 
stow fifty more pci'sons between decks, without endangerin*^ 
health and life, the whole hundred and fifteen were thrust witli 
tho rest, between decks. The stagnant confined air of this 
infernal hole, rendered more deleterious by the stench of tho 
Iffices, and violent pei-spiration of such a crowd, occasioned 
putrid diseases ; and even while in tho mouth of tho Formosa, 
it was usual to throw one or two Negro corpses over every day. 
It was in vain I remonstrated to the captain. In vain I enforced 
the necessity of more commodious berths, and a more free influx 
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of air fV)r f liCsSliivcs. In vain I represented, that these miserablo 
people ]ia(l been nsed to the vegetable diet and pure air of a 
coniitr}' life; tliat at homo they were remarkable for cleanli- 
ness of person, the very rites of their reh'gion consisting almost 
entirely in frecpient ablntions. The captain was, by tliis time, 
])rejiHliced against me. lie observed that ho did not donbt my 
skill, and wonid bo bound by my advice, as to the health of 
those on hoard his ship, when ho found I was actuated by the 
interest of the owners ; but, ho ft*ared, that I was now moved 
by some Yankee nonsense about humaniiy. 

" Kandolph, the clerk, blamed me in plain terms. Uo said ho 
had made seven African voyages, and with as good surgeons as 
I wiis ; and that it was their common practice, when an infec- 
tions disorder prevailed among the slaves, to make critical search 
for all those Avho had the slightest symptoms of it^ or whoso 
habits of body inclined them to it; to tie them up and cast them 
over the ship's side together, and thus, at one dash, to purify the 
ship. ^What signifies,' added ho, Ulio lives of the black 
devils ? Tliey love to die. You cannot please them better than 
by chucking them into tho water.' 

" When wo stood out to sea, tho rolling of tho vessel brought 
on the sea-sickness, which increased the filUi. Tho weatlier 
being rough, wo were obliged to close some of the ports which 
ventilated the space between decks ; and death raged dreadfully 
among the slaves. Above two thirds wore diseased. It was 
affect ing to observe tho ghastly smile on tho countenance of the 
dying Afj'ican, as if rejoicing to escape tho cruelty of his oppres- 
sors. I noticed one man, who gathered all his strength, and, in 
one last effort, spoke with great emphasis, and expired. I 
nndei-stofxl by the linguist, that, with his dying breath, ho 
invited his wife, and a boy and girl to follow him quickly, and 
slake their thirst with him at the cool streams of their Great 
Father, beyond the reach of tho wild white beasts. Tlio captain 
was now alarmed for the success of his voyage ; and upon my 
urging the necessity of landing the slaves, he ordered the ship 
about, and wc anchored near an uninhabited part of the gold 
coast, I conjecture not far from Cape St. Paul. 

"Tents were erected on tlie shore, and the sick landed. Under 
my direction tlioy recovered surprisingly. It was affecting to 
see the effect gentle usage had u]>on these hitherto sullen, obsti- 
nate people. As I had the solo direction of the hospital, they 
looked on me as the source of this sudden transition from tho 
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filth and rigor of tbe ship, to the cleanliness and kindness of 
the shore. Their gratitude was excessive. When they ixjco- 
verod so far as to walk out, happy was he, who could, by picking 
a few berries, gathering the wild fruits of the country, or doing 
any menial services, manifest his affection for me. Om* linguist 
has told me, he has often heai*d them behind the bushes, pray- 
ing to their God for my prosperity, and asking him with earn- 
estness, why he put my good llack soid into a white body. In 
twelve days all the convalescents were returned to the sliip, 
except five who staid with me on shore, and were to be taken 
on board the next day."* 



Bamusl Wells. 

^ tA^ f/ ^""^ ^'^® history of Cumberland county, 

/fA/yri^ffg/^ ^^^ name of Col. Samuel Wells is chtzsely 

^^sd^^mimmm^r connected. lie was the son of Jonathan 

xC^X y-^'^ Wells and Mary, his second wiie, and wiuj 

born at Deerfield, Massachusetts, on the 9th of September, 1730. 
lie had three brothers, Jonathan, David and Oliver, and two 
sisters, Mary and Rebecca. He married Hannah Sheldon, and 
in July, 1762, settled in Brattleborough on a farm of six hun- 
dred acres, situated about a mile north of the East village. 
Here was born his family of thirteen children, two of whom 
died in infancy. The remaining five sons and six daughtei-s, all, 
with the exception of one daughter, married in Brattleborough. 
A grant of twelve hundred acres of land in Canada having 
been made to each of them by the Crown, as a compensation 
for the losses which Colonel Wells had suffered durinir the Ret- 
volution on account of his adherence to the King, they all 
removed thither between the yeai-s 1798 and 1802. The danirh- 
ters were married to Samuel Gale, Ephraim Nash, Micah 
Townsend, Jonathan Gorton, Nathaniel Church, and Ephraim 
Stimpson. None of Col. Wells's children, bearing his name, 
were ever prominent men, nor yet of his sons-in-law, with the 
exception of Samuel Gale, who married Itcbccca, his firtjt 
daughter, and Micah Townsend, who married his third daughter. 

• The Algerino Captive, od. 1797, 1 196-204. 
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At the time of his removal to Brattleborongh, the population 
of tliat portion of the New Uampshire Grants, was small and 
sparse, and many of tlie pioneers of civilization were contented 
when they were so fortunate as to secure a roof for shelter and 
food to sustain life. Tlie condition of Colonel Wells was, how- 
ever, superior to that of most of tlie early settlers of Vermont, 
and tlic influence of his character and position was for many 
years extensively acknowledged. Upon the establishment of 
Cninherlniid county by the government of New York, ho was 
appointed a judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, a 
justice of the peace, and was authorized hyadedrmuspotestatcin 
commission, to swear all who should take office in the county. 
The commissions issued m conformity witli tlicse appointments, 
were all dated the 17th of July, 17GG, and he served under 
them until tho authority from which tliey were dei'ived ceased 
to be acknowledged by the people. During tlio same period 
he was the chief military man in the southern pai*t of the county. 
When, in answer to the petition of the inhabitants of this dis- 
trict, the Council of New York, by an order dated the 23d of 
December, 1772, authorized them to choose two representatives 
to tlie General Assembly, Samuel Wells and Crean Brush wei*e 
returned, and took their seats in the latter body on the 2d of 
February, 1773. As a memento of this election there is still 
preserved a note, written to Colonel Wells by John Bolton, who 
was probably a successful wire-puller, dated at " Westminster, 
June the 11th, 1773.'' It is to be regretted that the items covered 
by the word "Nesesares" were not stated. • The note is in these 
words: 

"Sir: I have paid unto Jont SafTord nine Shillings and Six 
pence Lawful money of the Bay Province, for Nesesares tlie 
People of Halifax had when they Come to Lextion if you wold 
be so good as to j^ay y* same to Mr. Whipple y* Bearer by 
next thursday so as he may bring it to me, you will much oblige 
your Humble Scrvt." 

At tlio time of the " Massacre" at Westminster in 1776, Co- 
lonel Wells, altliough one of tlie court judges, was in attend- 
ance upon the General Assembly at New York, and was not 
aware of the circumstances connected with 4he development 
and results of the affray, until the arrival of tlio messengers 
who had been dispatched with the tidings. In connection with 
his colleague Brush, he is supposed to have been instrumental 
in preparing the depositions which were signed by the messen- 



720 inSTORT OF EASTERN VERMONT. 

gers and prcBented to the Afisembly, containing an acconnt of 
tlie ^' Massacre " favorable to the action of the Crown adhe- 
rents, and condemnatory of the conduct of the Wliigs. In the 
same year, during tlie recess of the Assembly, ^^ he joined the 
ministerial members in a letter to General Gage at Boston,** 
and seldom failed to evince a loyal disposition, even after jk)- 
licy had dictated an opposite course of action. On suspicion 
of having been engaged in an attempt to introduce arms into 
Cumberland county in behalf of Great Britain, for the purpose 
of reinstating and maintaining tlie administration of justice 
therein, he was examined before the New York committee of 
safety on the 12th of September, 1776, during the recess of the 
Pi-ovincial Congress, but he was dismissed, nothing having 
been proved against him. Tliough opposed to the American 
cause, he had sufficient skill and influence to ])rescrve his ]>ro- 
perty from confiscation, but was not able wholly to e8ca])e the 
odium which attached to a Loyalist, or the punishments which 
a profession of this nature so often incurred. From the records 
of the committee of safety for Cumberland county, it ap}>eai'8 
that Lieut. Tx^onard Spaulding, a most patriotic member fi*oiu 
Dummei'ston, allowed his enmity towards Colonel Wells to 
manifest itself, on one occasion, in a most improper manner. 
Tlie incident refen*ed to was noticed by the committee in their 
proceedings on the 25th of July, 1776, and in order to wipe 
out the disgrace which had been cast upon them by the unwar- 
ranted act of the fiery Dummerstonian, they resolved " that 
Lieutenant Spaulding make suitable Confession to this Com- 
mittee for his Conduct in Taking Col®- Wells by military force ; 
that mode of proceeding Being Contrary to the minds of thia 
Committee, and also a Violation of a Certain Resolve formerly 
passed by this Committee." To this resolution is appended the 
following note : — " Mr. Spaulding Comply'd with the abovo 
Vote by his making proper Confession, &c." Li the New 
York Gazette under date of June 23d, 1777, it is stated that 
" Judge Wells of Brattleborough had been lately confined to 
his farm and otherwise ill-treated," and it is known that, for a 
long time, pemiission was granted to any one to shoot him, 
should he be found beyond the bounds of his acres. 

His devotion to the interests of the mother country, though 
it did not lead him to avow openly the principles of a Loyalist, 
was sufficiently strong to enlist his services in a private manner 
in her behalf. During the period in which the British agents 
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ill Caimtia were ciuloavonng to negotiate an alliance witli the 
]>rinci|>al men in Vermont, for tlio pnq)08e of redncing that 
Btate to flic condition of a Crown province, his efforts Avero 
directed in belialf of tliis end. In a letter to General Frederick 
llaldiinand, dated at New York, May 8tli, 1781, and written, 
it is 8np])oscd, by Beverly Kobinson, notice is taken of the 
willingness of Wells to promote the interests of Great Britain. 
" (.>»lonel Wells of Brattleborongli," said tliis writer, " has sent 
his Bon-in-law* witli verbal information that throws great light 
npon the condnct of Vermont^ We take him to be a friend, 
and he says by this messenger that you know him to bo so. Is 
it true? Jle offere his services for a monthly interchange of 
letters between Canada and the coast of Connecticut, where wo 
are to iind a friend to give and receive dispatches. Do you 
approve of this confidence f" 

That the offer of Wells was ultimately accepted, and that he 
and Luke Knowlton of Newfane, lent their aid to advance the 
interests of Great Britain, is proved by the following facts. In 
the month of April, 1782, Christopher Osgood of Brattlebo- 
i^ough, a honsewright by occupation, was hired by Knowlton to 
carry a letter to William Smith of the city of New YQrk, who 
had formerly been chief justice of the province. Tlie letter, it 
was supposed, was from General llaldimand, and was brought 
from (Canada to Nowfane bj' Solomon Ball. Osgood received 
from Knowlton twenty-eight doUare for this service, and on his 
retuni early in June, received from Smith an undirected letter, 
with verbal ordere to deliver it to Knowlton and a reward of 
thirty guineas for his trouble. In the month of August follow- 
ing Shadrach Ball arrived at Brattleborough with another letter 
fii»m Canada directed to Smith. Osgood was on this occasion 
cniplo3'ed by Wells, who gave him five pounds to take the let- 
ter to New York. After remaining a few days in that city, ho 
set out on his return, being the bearer of a letter without direc- 
tion from the Ihitisli secretary Morgan, which he had ordcre to 
deliver to Wells. For this last service he was rewarded with 
f]f\y guineas. Of the information comniunicatcd lie was igno- 
rant, but was commanded to destroy the lettei*8 in the event of 
his capture. 

The fact that an embassy of this character had been estab- 



* Samuel Grtle is probably referred to. His iwsocmtca were nmoiig the British 
niilitnry, nnd bis sympnthies openly ond \vholly with royalty. 

4G 
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lislied becoming known to. tlio autlioritics of Itliodc Tsland, 
measures were immediately taken to end it. In the latt6r part 
of October, or early in November, the sheriff of that state ar- 
rived in Brattleborongh, arrested Christopher Osgood and carried 
him to Providence. Here on the 13th of November, at a sea- 
sion of the court of assize and general jail delivery, he was 
brought before the Hon. Paul Mumford, chief justice of the 
Superior court of judicature, and upon examination detailed 
the facts above stated. Tlie ^^Information of Christopher 
Osgood" was on the 19th, sent by the Lieutenant Qovemor of 
Ehode Island (p Congress, accompanied by a letter from that 
official. These documents, "containing evidence" as was then 
stated, ^ that some of the leadera in Vermont, and particularly 
Luke Knowlton, who had been deputed in the year 1780 to Con- 
gress as agent for that party opposed to its independence, but who 
had since changed sides, had been intriguing with the enemy 
in New York" — these documents were read in Congress on the 
25th, and were referred to Samuel Osgood, Daniel Carroll^ and 
John Kutledge. 

In acting u])on their report, which was presented on the 27tli, 
Congress, by a resolution passed in secret session, directed the 
commander-incliief 'Ho take immediate measures for appre- 
hending and securing Luke Knowlton of Newfane, and Samuel 
Wells of Brattleborough, both of tlie district of countiy common- 
ly called the New Ilampsliirc Grants, west of Connecticut river, 
and such otlicre within the district aforesaid as there may bo 
good reason to apprehend have been concerned with the said 
Knowlton and Wells in a dangerous correspondence and intor- 
coui*sewith the enemy." Permission was also granted to the com- 
mander-in-chief to notify to those "exercising authority in tho 
district aforesaid" the grounds upon which the arrest was de- 
manded. At the same time, tho subject of the independence 
of Vermont was discussed, and representatives from a number 
of the states declared their views on the subject. 

On the 3d of December, the same topic was again brought for- 
ward, and the opinion was openly expressed tliat the leadei's of 
Vermont were " perfidious men." In order to warn tlie northern 
states of the dangcre to which they were exposed by tho 
machinations of internal foes, Congress resolved, in secret ses- 
sion, to furnish a copy of Christopher Osgood's declaration to 
the "supreme executives of the states of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York." The charges 
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coiitniiicd ill Ins 'Mnfonnation," implicating as they did, certain 
citizens of each of these states in ^^ treasonable practices,'' ren- 
dered this conrse necessary for the safety of all. Pureuant to 
file resolution of the 27th of Novcnihcr, an officer was sent into 
Vermont to arrcst AVells and Knowlton, bnt they had been pre- 
viously informed that such an attempt would be made, and had 
left the state before the officer arrived. An account of this 
proceeding was sent to Congress by Qeneml Washington, to- 
gether with the report of the officer who had been sent to make 
the arrest. From the representation of the latter, it appeared 
on the statement of Israel Smith of Brattleborough, *4hat 
Knowlton and "Wells had received a letter fmm Jonathan 
Arnold, Esquire, at Congress, part of which was made public, 
which infonned them that affairs in Congress were unfavorable 
to them, and would have them to look out for tliemselves." 
The subject wns again considered on the 27th of January, 1783, 
and Mr. Arnold, who was present when the papers were read, 
expressed his surprise at the declarations which they contained 
respecting himself; denied that he had ever held any coitc- 
spondence with either Knowlton or Wells ; and requested a copy 
of the above charge. In this request he was indulged without 
opposition, " but it was generally considered," Mr. Madison ob- 
serves, " notwithstanding his denial of the correspondence, that 
he hnd, at lesist at second hand, conveyed the intelligence to 
Vermont." A similiar opinion was entertained by Governor 
Clintoh. In a letter to Colonel Floyd, dated the Cth of February, 
1783, he said : — "Wells and Knowlton have both fled the coun- 
try, and there is strong reason to suspect they had notice of the 
mcHSures which were taken for their apprehension, from a 
quarter too, where secrecy should have been observed A letter 
fVoin a member of Congress to a i)ei*6on in that quarter, is said to 
have given them the alarm." As to the design of Wells in tin's 
affair, there can be but little doubt that he aimed to reducp 
Vermont to a Crown dependency. Of the conduct of Knowl- 
ton, it is a fair inference that he was influenced by Wells to 
engage temj)orariIy in advancing the views of that stern old 
Loyalist. Ills subsequent conduct, however, proved his hearty 
adherence to the American cause, and his true devotion to the 
best interests of Vermont.* 



• There ia rcnson for supposing, that Wells, while engaged in behalf of the 
British in tlic transactions detailed in the text, was regarded by the principal 
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Colonel Wells maintained his principles as a T/)yalibt firmly 
to the lost. The o])ening sentence of his will, which wiis exe- 
cuted on the 28th of October, 1784, was in these words : " In 
the name of God, Amen, I, Samuel Wells of Brattleborougli, 
formerly in the county of Cumberland, in the pi'0''inco of New 
York, but now the territory called and known by the name of 
the state of Yermont, do make my last will and testament in 
manner and form following," etc. Micah Townsond, his son-in- 
law, being one of the heira and adniinistratoi's under the will, 
and at the same time probate judge of the district of Marl- 
borough, which district included Brattleborough, the General 
Assembly, by an act passed on the 21st of October, 1780, per- 
mitted the probate judge of the district of Westminster to 
administer on the will, ^' as fully and as am2>ly as if the saiil 
Samuel Wells had died in the district of Westminster." AYell3 
died deeply insolvent, his estate being valued at £1577 Os. i^4^/., 
and his debts amounting to £5880 2s, Ij^d, Among his creditors 
were Abraham Lot, Goldsbmw Banyar, AVilliam Wickhain, titu 
lion. William Smith, Stephen Grcenleaf, the estate of Creau 
Brush, and the estate of Josiah Willard.* 



men of Vermont as friendly to their interests, and that he was admitted to their 
counsels. This opinion is supported by the foUowiug extract from Ira AUcu'ii 
nistory of Vermont, in whicli an account is given of the flight of Wells. 

'^In January, 1783, tlie late Colonel Samuel Wells of Brattleborough, being 
engaged in truuamitting lettera frum Canada to New York, one of his packets 
Vfoa intercepted, and fell into the hands of some of the oflicei'S of the Continental 
troops. In consequence of which, a captain, with a company from Albany, was 
dispatched to seize the Colonel, who, on being informed of this circumstance, left 
his house to take shelter in Canada. In his flight he put up nt Cnpt^iin OMy*s, at 
Bromley, in the Green Mountains. While at supper, the [Albany] captain and 
his men came to the house, and put up for the night. Notwitlistiuiding Colonel 
AVells was fidiy apprised of the captain's business, yet, reflecting that there was 
no dwelling at hand to which he could escape, and that such an attempt, be:iido?% 
might awaken suspicions in the captain who was about to retire to rest, tho 
Colonel went to bed, and remained there till his pursuers set out to Brattleborough, 
in hopes to find him there. Colonel Wells proceeded to bunderlund, to consult 
with General [F.than] and Colonel [Ira] Allen, who advised him to set out for 
New York about twelve o'clock at night A sleigh was accordingly provided for 
that purpose, which was brought to General Allen's door at the appointed hour. 
Colonel Wells set out in it, and having pursued his instructions, in the course of 
a few nights he arrived at New York in safety." p. 245. 

• Doe. Hist. N. Y., iv. 09G-609. Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong, L 145. Madison 
Papers, i. 206, 209-212, 281, 2S2. Secret Journal of the Acts and Procectlings of 
Congress, i. 245, 246. Deposition of Elijah Prouty, Jan. Slst, 1788. George Clui- 
ton Papers, in ofhce Sec. State N. Y., vol. xvii. doc. 4926. Probate Records of 
Windham Co. Journals Gen. Ass. Vt., Oct, 1786, pp. 6C, 60. Journal Am. N. J. 
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Tlic iiriniicss with which he adhered to the cause of royalty 
during the struggles of the Be vohitioii, subjected him^ashas been 
shown, to many annoyances and losses, and led him to engage 
privately in attempts to advance the interests of the mother 
country. Ktill lie was an intelligent, wealthy, and influential 
gentleman, and was much esteemed and beloved in his private 
character. Three years after tlie peace of '83, ho died in 
ISrattleborough. A plain, white marble head-stone in tlie old 
burying ground, marks the spot where his mortal remains repose, 
and bears the following inscription : — 



I 



n Memory of Col* Samuel Wells of this town, a Judge of 
Cumberland County Court, and a .Member of the Aifembly 
of the Province of New York, who departed this life the 6* 
of Aug' 1786, the 55"' year of his age. 

Hjs friends, the (Iranger and the poor have loft 

A kind companion and a generous hoft : 

When he fell — the ftatefman fell. 

And left the world his worth to tell. 



DAMIEL WniFPLE. 

Daniel Whipple of Brattleborough was appointed on the 17th 
of Aj>ril, 1770, by commission fmm the colonial government of 
New York, to the sln-ievalty of Cumberland county, in the place 
of Jolin Arms resigned, and held that position until the latter 
])art of the year 1772. Of his honesty and ability different 
views were entertained by the judges presiding in the courts 
within his bailiwick. In a letter to Governor Trj'on, dated the 
(]fh of February, 1772, Judge Thomas Chandler stated that 
Whipple's conduct in striving to apprehend a party of riotera 
who luid created nmcli disturbance at Wiiulsor, liad led " His 
hitc Excellency the Earl of Dunmorc, and the Ilonorable His 
^Majesty's Council," to grant him a township of land as a reward 
for his services. Whipple ])rc8cnted this communication to 
Governor Tryon, but it does not appear that his application for 

1782, p. 10. Journal Cotincil N. J., 1782, p. 7. MS. Letter from Rev, Canon 
Mic«jah Townscnd. dated July ist, 1856. 8co ttie, pp. 485, 603, 604. 
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a patent of the grant was allowed! On the lOtli of October 
following, Samnel Welb and Noah Sabin, associate judges with 
Chandler, represented to Governor Ti*yon the unfitness of 
Whipple for his place. They accused hiin of charging and 
receiving mileage fees, when by law he was entitled to none ; 
of remissness and negligence in the execution of his office, mani- 
fested by comniitting *' almost the whole care thereof? to depu- 
ties ill-chosen and unfit for the trust ; of exacting exorbitant 
and unlawful fees ; and of refusing to receive prisoners into 
custody who had been taken on execution. Conduct like this 
tliey declared to be " totally subversive of the authority of tho 
civil magistracy" in the county, and "highly prejudicial and 
displeasing to the well disposed inhabitants" therein residing. 
These statements were confirmed by Crean Brush, clerk of tlio 
county, and Whipple was soon after dismissed from office. I[o 
was succeeded by William Paterson, who was afterwards con • 
82)icuous at the " Westminster Massacre." The time of his death 
is not known, but the lettera of administration taken out by Ikfary 
Whipple, administratrix upon liis estate, were dated at Now 
York on the 16th of April, 1775 * 



JOSTAH WILLABD. 

Col. Josiaii Willard, the commander at Fort Dumnicr from 
1740 to 1750, was the son of Henry Willard, who married Dor- 
cas Cutler of Lancaster, Massachusetts. At this j)hico ho was 
born about tho year 1CD3, and hero he married llamuih Wilder, 
lie was among tlie first settlers-— a founder in fact — of Luncii- 
burgh, in the present county of Worcester, Massachusetts, for a 
long time a frontier town. Ilis grandfather Major Simon Wil- 
lard, who came to this country as early as 1G55, was one of the 
fii*8t settlei*s of Concord, ]\Iiissachu8ctt8, and was "hi«(hly dis- 
tinguished both as a civil and military character." His imele, 
the Rev. Samuel Willard, was for a time vice-pre&idcut of 
Harvard College. Colonel Willard died on the 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1750. lie bore the character of a faithful and intelliujent 
public officer, and was without reproach in the relations of pri- 
vate and domestic life. 

• N. Y. Colonial MSS., in office Sec. State N. Y., vol. xoix. 
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JOSIAn WILLAKD JB. 

JpeiAii "WiLLARD Jr., a Bon of the fonncr, was bora in January, 
1716, and married Hannah Hubbard of Qi-oton. For several 
years he was intrusted with the charge of a gamson at Asline- 
lot (now Keene), New Hampshire, and in 1749 removed to 
Winclicster in tliat province. On the death of his father he 
was i»romotcd to the station lie had held. Notice of this ap- 
l)ointmciit was conveyed to the son by another Josiah Willard, 
a cousin, avIio for thirty-nine years was secretary of the pro- 
vince of Alnssachusetts by a royal commission. "I heartily 
join with you and your family," wrote the secretary in his let- 
ter dated the 18th of December, 1760, "in your Mourning for 
the Death of your Father, esteeming it a great publick loss. 
His Honor, the Lieutenant-Qoveraor, has been pleased to ap- 
l)oint you to succeed him in the command of Fort Dummer, as 
M'ill appear by the enclosed commission." With tlie office he 
also received the title which his father had borne. He was a 
member of the Assembly of the province of New Hampshire, 
and possessed great influence among the inhabitants on the 
"Grants." He died at Winchester in 1786, at which place the 
death of his widow occurred in August, 1791. Tlie following 
notice of his death appeared in one of the gazettes of that pe- 
riml : — " Winchester, November 19th, 1786. Tliis day departed 
tliis life, in sure hope of a glorious immortality, in the seventy- 
Bccond year of his age, to the great loss of liis family and 
friends, as well as tlie public in general, Josiah Willard, Esqr., 
an aflectionate husband, a tender parent, a faithful friend, and 
a generous benefactor."* 

• N. T. Colonial MSS., Dunmore, Tryon, in office Bcc Staio N. T., JnDtiary 
30t1i, 1771, Tol. xcvii. Doc Hist N. Y., iv. 676. Ma Letter from Joseph WU- 
lard, Ksq., of Boston. Worcester Mogozine, 17 SO. 
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WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 

In tlio year 1769, 
Capt. William 
Williams moved 
from Nortlibo- 
rough, Massa* 
cliusetts, with his family, and settled in the town of Marlbo- 
rough, Vermont. He was very active in promoting tho inte- 
rests of the new settlement, and through his instrumentality 
Oapt. Nathaniel Whitney and his brothere, Samuel and Jonas 
fi*om Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, were induced to visit tho 
place. • Pleased with the locality, they purchased lands, be- 
came residents, and were always regarded as tho most useful 
and influential citizens of Marlborough. To Ca]>t. AVillianis is 
ascribed the credit of having erected tho fii'st framed building 
in the town. It was a barn, and was built on tho farm subso- 
quently owned by Simoon Adams. 

Previous to his removal to Vermont, Capt. Williams had 
been engaged in the service of the colonies in the war which 
terminated with the peace of Paris, signed on the 10th of Feb- 
ruary, 1763. At the commencement of the war of the Revolu- 
tion ho early became interested in behalf of tho American 
cause, and acknowledging the jurisdiction of New York over 
the New Hampshire Grants, was elected a delegate to the first 
Provincial Congress of that state, which commenced its session 
on the 22d of May, 1775. He was roturned to the same posi- 
tion during the sessions which commenced on the Gth of De- 
cember, 1775, and on the 14th of May, 1776. Desirous of aid- 
ing in the cause which lie had embraced; he, on the Otii of 
June, 1775, in connection with Benjamin Wait and Joab Iloi- 
sington, offered his services to the Provincial Congress, promis- 
ing, in case tliey should be accepted, to use his utmost endea- 
vors to " raise a regiment of good, active, enterprising soldiei-s." 
The object of these patriots, as stated by tliemselves, was to 
form in Cumberland county a body of minute-men, wlio would 

be " duly prepared at tlie least notice to keep under 

proper subjection, regular, lloman Catholics, and the savages 
at tlie northward ; as also, to be ready at all times, to defend our 
rights and privileges against ministerial tyranny and oppression." 
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Of tlic appreciation in which liq was held as a soldier, an 
opinion may be formed from the following passage, taken from 
a letter written by Ethan Allen and Sclh Wanier to Eliphalet 
Dyer and Silas Dean, dated at Philadelphia, Jnly 4th, 1775. 
** Capt. William Williams, who served in that rank in the 
ranging service with honour during the last war, and since has 
been a major of militia in Cumberland county, is desirous to 
join the battalion of Green Mountain Boys in rank of major, 
and complete a full regiment ; and though the Green Mountain 
Boys are fully satisfied by the present arrangement, neverthe- 
Icfs, if the exigency of war shall render it expedient to make us 
a complete regiment, this gentleman will on notice, bo at your 
IlonouiV service. Ilis connections with many old rangers and 
marksmen, with his military abilities in such a department^ 
would render him conspicuous, and very agreeable to our 
coi-ps." 

At the commencement of the campaign of 1777, eflforts were 
made to place the nortliem frontier in a state of defence, and 
to accomplish in part this purpose. General Schuyler was en>- 
powered, by a resolution of the New York Provincial CJongress, 
to dispatch one-fifth part of the militia of Cumberland counfy 
to reinforce the-garrison at Ticonderoga. In reply to the requi- 
sition made upon Colonel Williams, in consequence of this 
resolve, he stated, in a letter dated the 13th of April, 1777, that 
the inhabitants were unwilling to serve in the battalions of the 
state of New York, but were ready to act as the militia of the 
New Hampshire Grants, or of a new state. Although it does 
not appear that he was present at the evacuation of Ticonde- 
i*oga, which soon after took place, yet he distinguished himself 
at the head of a regiment in the battle of Bennington, on tho 
10th of August following, and shared in the glory of the victoiy 
which crowned the efforts of that day. 

He did not long continue a resident of Marlborough. In 
1777 he was a citizen of Wilmington, and during the yeare that 
followed, frequently changed the place of his abode. Having 
at last settled in the province of Lower Canada, he continued 
to reside there until the time of his decease, in 1823, the same 
year in which occurred the death of his wife. As an officer, 
lie was brave, energetic, skilful, and humane : as a citizen, en- 
terprising, active, and progressive : as a neighbor, kind, polite, 
and attentive. The elegance and symmetry of his form were 
as perfect as his mannei's Avere agreeable. lie was held in 



730 HISTORY OF EA8TEBN Y£BMONT. 

high estimation by the inhabitants of the vavions towns in 
which he dwelt at different times, and though of a wandering 
disposition, could easily accommodate himself to any circum- 
stances in which he might be placed.* 



AZARTAH WRIGHT, 

y WHO bore a prominent part 

^h*rZuA li/^/y^ '^^ ^® proceedings con- 
/^ ^*c^ U/^^rt^M ^^^^^ ^i^j^ ^jj^ "West- 

minster Massacre," was 
noted for the boldness of his nature, and tlio eccentricity of his 
conduct. Of the time and place of his birth, and of the penod 
at which he removed to Vermont, nothing is known. In tlio 
old French war, he servpd as a frontier soldier in Capt. Johu 
Burk's company of rangers, and was stationed at Ilinsdalu's 
Fort in 1757. Peculiarly fitted for the rough life of a pioneer, 
he delighted to act in those scenes which tended fully to develop 
his capacity to overcome the obstacles of an unknown wilder- 
ness, and never failed to exhibit an energy and a perseverance 
which commanded success. As early as the year 1770, he was 
the captain of a militia company at Westminster, and, owing 
to the precision with which, as a soldier, he had been taught to 
obey, became a most strict disciplinarian, and trained his men 
with all the severity and rigor of a martinet. Of the part 
which ho performed in the affray which occurred at Westuiiii- 
ster on the 13th of March, 1776, an account has been already 
given. During the winter of 1776, he went to Quebec with 
twelve men, but of his exploits on this occasion, no record lias 
been preserved. 

Being a staunch supporter-of the cause of the colonies, he 
regarded with su8i>icion those who had rendered themselves 
liable to the charge of Toryism, and did not fail to express his 
views of them in the plainest terms. In the month of Septem- 
ber, 1779, Thomas Chandler Jr., of Chester, was chosen to 
represent that town in the General Assembly of Vermont, and 

• MS. Iliet of Marlborough, by Rev. E. 11. Nowton. Journal N. Y. ProT, 
Cong., i. 800; ii. 61, 431. 
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ill llio following October was elected epenkcr of the House. 
Kegsirding Clinndlcr as nn unfit person for these positions, 
AVriglit dcteniiined to obtain liis removal. To effect this end, 
lie a<ldrcsscd two letters to the Govenior and Council during 
tlie Repsion of flic Logisljiture, dated March 14tli, 1780, in which, 
in uncouth language, lie blindly expressed his views as to the 
character of Chandler. Tlie first letter was in these words : — 

"To his K.xcclleiicy Governor in Chief, Left Governor and 
prudent Council of Freemen with Greeting, I send, not forgeting 
the IiKlcpeiidcnt State of Vermont. Fortitude Good Maiinei*s 
Ilonisty resolution makes a Free people, behig not thoughtless 
of the fountain from whence, &c. Now Gentlemen I bog 
assistance as one Mr. Fompeo of Chester has Borrowed of inc 
the value of Six or Eight Silver Dollars in horse tackling whicli 
when required to retuni tlie Chief Speaker his Agent Thomas 
Chandler Esq' answers for him in wrighting. Not Gentlemen 
that I should grieve myself for the loss of 6 or 8 Dollai-s, but 
with and, &c., that said Esq' Chandler should be Chief Speaker 
for the black Ethiopian not for Whites, if your Honoure Can 
do any thing I should remain yonr most obedient 

" Azai-iah Wright. 

" put Law in force sift tlie House." 

The offence charged in tliis letter seems to have been that 
Tliomas Chandler Jr., while s])eaker, had appeared as an attor- 
ney in behalf of Pompey Brakkee, a negi'o.* The other note 
was as follows : 

" Great is amarica, there terror starts all Yourope, Exolted 
be Varmount tho Little May be head, and ware the Crown of 
gustUB, ferfuU am I of that, while Deceit is att head. Not to 
coiideniii the whole, nor gustify any only by marit, it is amazing 
tliat People that have ben led to the Slaughter by Deceit Should 
trust the sanio man for there Counceller, thomas Chandler Esq' 
I incnt, who wrote to Incurrige the ferse Sooiis of Liberty to 
asscmbel att Westminster, Declaring he new his farthei's mind, 
and by Deceit we lost two bravo heroocs these are to Remind 
Deceit and Slum Destruction To the Exclct Qovcrnera and 
Counclc from your most obedent Azariah Wright. 

" Westminster Marcli tlie— 14— 1780." 

The contents of these notes soon became publicly known, and, 
singidar as it may seem, Chandler was in consequence "brought 

* See ante, p. 331, note. 
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into great discredit " among tlier«preaontatiTes,«ul lost liUseat 
u speaker. He iiamediately ^miDencad a suit agaiiut Wn^tt 
for libel, and laid hia damages at £10,000 lawful monoy. On 
tlie trial wbicli occurred in the montli of Jane foUowing, Wriglit 
pleaded not guil^, and the case having gono before a jury, Uio ' 
plwDtiff obtained jndgmeQt for £& damogoB l>eeid«B oosta. 
Within twenty-four hours after the decision was rouderod, tlio 
case was reviewed. At an adjourned so88i<Hi of the court, lidd 
ID AngoBt, Ohandler obtained judgment agiunst the defendant 
for the sum of £8, lawful money, damages, and £210, lawful 
money, costs of suit. Execution having been granted upon the 
property of Wright, it was satisfied in October, by the payment 
of eight hundred and six continental dollars. 

But the peculiarities of Iiis disposition were not displayed in 
libellous publications alone. According to a complaint prcsouted 
by Ilia wife, Miriam, it appears tliat on the evening of the 6tU 
of December, 1780, he did "violently assault and heat her;" 
and that on the 11th of tlie same montli, lie did put her " in foar 
of her life and safety," by " taking his sword and otlior wea^ions 
dangerous," and brandishing tliDin over lior in a tlirontuiiiiig 
manner. On being brought before tlio justices he wosdoclarutl 
guilty of "a high breacli of the peace," and waa rccogniacMl in 
the sum of £S00 lawful monoy, to appear before the county 
coort at their next aesBion. Of tlie proceedings on litis occasion 
there is no record, but it may be reasonably supposed, that 
influeucee were exerted to induce him to exorcise his pugiliatio 
propensities in a more praiseworthy manner. 

Captain Wright, or as he was familiarly called " Undo 'Itinli," 
was on Etlian Allen on a smaller scale. lie wns bold, rou<r]i, 
independent and outspoken. The singular recklcsencss of liia 
character was often manifested in nets as thonghtloBa as tlicy 
wore strango. When the Itcv. Joseph 13ullen was fii-st sottlud 
at Westmhiatcr, Uncle 'Riah, who was a churcli mcinbor iti 
good standiug, adhered strongly to the cauao of tlio Ilcv, Mr. 
GoodcU whose evil conduct had induced him to depart secretly 
from tlio town.* Ilia antipathy to Mr. Dullcn was as gi'ciit lui 
his friendship to Mr, Qoodcll was strong. So far did ho curry 
hie dislike to the former, os to admiuistor to him a tweak of 
the nose, a cufT on tlie check, and " many other enormities," 
for which he was prosecuted, £oed, and put under bonds to keep 

* See antt, p. !11, doU. 
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the peace. KotwitliBtniidiiig tlieee punisliinents, lie committed 
niiotlier a8$«ault 14)011 Mr. Bullcii, in coneecpiciice of which die 
church resolved to excommunicnte their rebellious member. 
On the Sunday iippointcd for this purpose, Uncle 'Riah made 
hig appearance at church, duly equipped with his trusty 
^'Queen's Anns," with which he paced the aisle during the 
whole of the time of service. As the exercises were closing, 
Mr. Biillcn drew forth the letter of excommunication, and as 
lie did so Uncle 'Kiah stopped in his military march and 
faced him. As the paper was being opened, Uncle 'Riah 
brought the gun to his shoulder. Tlio minister began to 
read. " Make ready I" shouted the captain, suiting the action 
to the order. Mr. Biillen, though intimidated, proceeded with 
the reading, but had enunciated only a few words, when Uncle 
'liiali said and did, "Take aim.'' Penetrated with a thrilling 
fear, that any further attempt on his part to publish the pro- 
scription, might put an untimely period not only to the present 
proceedings but to his own preaching, the minister passed tlie 
offensive order to John Sessions, his eldest deacon. Scarcely 
had the deacon commenced to read, when Captain Wright, 
with threatening look, brought his piece to bear upon him. 
"All things are lawful but some things are not expedient," 
remarked Deacon Sessions to Parson BuUen, in the language 
of St. Paul, and returned the paper to his reverence. A con- 
sultation was then held among the spiritual officer of the 
clmrch, which resulted in a decision favorable to a stay of pro- 
ceedings. Tliereupon the letter of excommunication was folded 
up, the benediction was pronounced, and Uncle 'Riah marched 
home in triumph.* 

* Tins story is detailed in a diffcrfot form and with nrnnerous embellishments, 
hy Dr. John Andrew Graham, in his **DctcriptiTe Sketch of the present stnte of 
Vermont/' publirtlied at London, in 1707. According to his ncconnt, which is in 
a mcamro npocrj'phnl, Cnptatti Wright was " a man more sinned against than 
sinning.** Tlie version giyen by the credulous doctor is as follows: — 

"Before wc tiiVo leave of Westminster, it may not be unworthy of rcmnrlc, that 
f lie pcoond rrotcstntit church in the state was btiilt at this place. T shall also ndd 
nil anecdote of nn ho?ic«t farmer (one of the nnginnl settlers), which happened at 
"Westminster, ami which will serve to show the fanatical spirit which then pre- 
vailed — po contrary to that liberal toleration now prevalent over America, and 
which po happily unites every denomination of Christians in the bond of charity 
and love IJut to my ptc»ry. 

"The farmer in question wa«» a plain, pious man, regular in the discharge of his 
duty, both to God and his neighbor; but unluckily he happened to live near one 
with whom he was not inclined to cultivate either civil or friendly terms. This 
tronblesome personngo was no other than a mon«trou9 over-grown hc-bcar, that 
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Tradition lias preserved tlie shadowy outline of other events^ 
it, which the wayward old captain bore a part Enongh, how- 
ever, has been said to set forth tlie ohiuracter d the ^nan. He 
was the representative of a dasSi whose services as pioneers in 
the settlement of a new country are always of the higliest im- 
portance, and whose ind(»nitable perseverance and coorage, 
when rightly du*ected, are sure to lead to eminence in tlie more 
daring pursuits of life.* 

toeended from the mooDtsinak trod down and deitroyed the oonifl6ld% and 
CMTied off whatoTer he laid his pawi upon. The pluudored tuffercr waishctl 
him ia vaiii, the ferooioua aod euniiiug aiiimal oTor finding metliodt to elude haa 
Qtmoet yigiianoe. At hut it liad learned its eue la thorooghly, at only to eom- 
mit iU depredations on the Lord's day, when it knew, from experience, the eoast 
was clear. Wearied out with these oft-repeated trespasses, the good man resolved 
on the nest Sunday to stay in his fields where with ms gun he coucealed hinuidC 
The hear eame according to cnstom. lie fired and shot it dead. Tlie ezplosiou 
threw the whole congregation (for it was about tlie hour of peo|>le'« aMOuibliug 
to worsliip) into consternation. The cause was iiiouired into, and as soon aa the 
pastor, deacon and elders became acquainted with It, they called a special meet- 
ing of the ehuroh, and cited their offending brother before them, to sliow eausc^ 
if any he had, why he should not be exeommunieaisd out of Chiitt's churdi, ft>r 
this anring and unexampled impiety. In vain did he u^so from the Bcriiitttrea 
themselves that it was lawftil to do good on the Sabbath day. He picaded iMfora 
Judges determined to condemn him, and tlie righteous panon, elders and diiindi« 
una 90Ci, agreed to drive hia^ out from amongst them as polluted and accutacd. 
Accordingly he was* enjoined (as is customary on such occasions) on tlie next 
Sunday to attend his excommunication, in tlie church, lie did attend, but not 
enttrefv satisfied witli the Justice of the sentence^ and too much of a soldier to be 
ioandalisod in so public a manner for any action which he conceived to be hie 
duty, he resolvoii to have recourse to stratagem, lie tliorefuro went to tlio 
appointment with his gun loaded with a bruce of balls, his sword and cartridge- 
box by his side, and his knapsack on his back with six diiy« provision in it. 
Service was about half over when he entered the sanctuary in this martial array, 
lie marched leisurely into a corner and took his poniion. As soon as the bone- 
diotion was ended, the holy parson began the excommunication, but scarcely had 
he pronounced the words, **Oflrcndiiig brotlicr,** when the honest old vctcniu 
cocked nud levelled hia weapon of destruction, at tlie same time crying out with u 
loud voice, *' Proceed if you dare ; proceed, and you ore a dead nmn.** At tlii* 
unexpected attack, the astonished clergyman shrunk behind his desk, ond his 
opponent with great deliberation recopered hii arm%. Some moments elapsed be- 
fore the parson had courage to peep from behind his eceletiattical baltery. On 
finding tlie old hero hud come to a re»l, he tremblingly reached the ortlcr to lii.^ 
eldest deacon, desiring him to read it The deacon, witli stammering accents iind 
eyes staring wild affright, begun as he was commanded ; but no »ooiii*r had ho 
done so, than the devoted victim aguin levelled his pioco|, and more vchcincnti y 
than before exclaimed, '* Desist and march. I will not live with sliaino. I>ei»i«t 
and march, I say, or you arc all dead men.'* IJttIc need had he to rc|)e.'it his 
threats. The man of God leaped from the deak and escaped. The deacon, cMcrs, 
and congregation followed in equal trepidation. The grcutcU confusion prevailctl. 
The women with shrieks and cries sought their homes, and the victor was loft 
undisturbed master of the field, and of the church, too, the doora of which lio 
calmly locked, put the keys in lib pocket, and sent tlicm, with his rci^pect^ to the 
pastor, lie then marched home with oil the honors of war, lived fourteen yean 
afterwards, and died a brother in full communion." pp. 1 1 1-116. 

* MS. Court Papers. Vermont Republican, Friday, February 9th, 1855. 
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.THB BQDir AUDTI LAHDB. 

Referred to on p. 14. 

"Boston, 28tli December, 1713. Grunts made by the Goreminent of the Massa- 
chusetts Day, for which Equivalents are to be granted, being so much that falls to 
the Sfiithnnl of the Colony Line lately run. 

'*To his Excellency Joseph Dudley Esqr .... 1,600 acres. 

To the Honble William Stoughton Esqr ... 818 " 

To Robert Tliompson Esqr 3,000 '* 

To Col WUliam Whiting 1,000 " 

To Mr Thomas Freak now Mr Woolcots • . . 9,000 " 

To Mr John Collins 600 " 

To Mr John Collins Heirs 600 ** 

To Mr John Gore 600 " 

To Andrew Gardiner and Benjamin Gamlhig . . 600 " 
To Black James and company witli thehr Assigns 

Lt Col William Dudley 2,228 " 

Tlio town of Woodstock 80,419 " 

Sr Richard SoltonstalFs Farm of 2000 acres, the 

one half 1,000 " 

The other half included in Enfleld Tract lying 

south of the line 30,180 " 

Springfield 040 *' 

79,785 
" The within fourteen articles of Lond belonging to the Towns and Persons sot down 
severally on tlio aforop^ing side, are Grants of the General Assembly of the Colony 
of liic ^fas5»acll^flctts I^ay and taken up and surveyed accordingly, and by the running 
oftlie South Line of tlic Massachusetts Province ore now found to fall to the south- 
ward of the anid Line, a?nounting to the number of 79,785 acres and the colony of 
(JoniiecticMit rnuKt htxve an equivalent granted them for tlio same. 

"The nnmlKT of acres 79,785 to be allowed to Connecticut are to be taken up on 
the Kast side of Connecticut River." 
West of Connecticut river there was granted by Massachusetts of lands belonging 
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to OoniMotioat, to Sprlngfleld, S6t aoret; to Sofllold, S%lt9 tent; to WealfieM 
fi^549 tent ; making in «U 28,008 nerai^ which added to 71^,785 aerai^ glfca 107,798 
afl w a t ha ({iiantity of tiia land Mooging to Oonnaotioat wfaioh had hoan graiitad 
bjr lfaitat*hmottB- 

•'Daa 39, 1718. [Oonnaotfoot] agreed to tak» fcr 70,785 aora% the aaiM ftom 
Ifaaa^ L e. 40,000 in one phuse^ 80^000 in another, 0,786 where it oan be tbnad^ 
tokfaig one aide of the Great BiTer." 

The oommiasionere appcnnted to looato tiia eqnitaleot land% were Joaoph IHidlof • 
Gorernor of JXaaaadraaotta; Qnidon Saltonatall, Govareor of Oonneetiont; Xliaiui 
HtttoUnaon and Inao Addington of Maaaachnaetta; WiUbun Pitkin and WHIiwn 
Whithig of Oonneotioni On the 10th of Noyember, 1710^ theae gootleeMn reported 
that thej had Uid out ** 31,076 aoreaKaal of Hadlj town (nowBeiohertown); 88^874 
aeraa North of the flnt aiunreyed piece (Palbam, Aa); 48,048 aerai^ Within tiM 
limita of the 8d Province on Ooo n ecttont Biver abore thelbnneraettienientfc'' Tho 
boondariea of the laatportkm are given hi tiie text It ia uncertain where tiie oilier 
11,008 aerai^ whbh make up the compJement 107,708, were located. — ^Reoorda la 
oflloe Sea State Oonn.. entitled " nfti^w»»«i BoondariaBi YoL lU. HnawiihTiaotti- 
1870-1887." 

The eqnivalent hmda ware aold at HartftiR^ on tiia 84th and 8ftth of Apri^ I71C 
Tlie pordiaiera ware: 



"Goidon SaltcoataU 


New London 


tap 


onaahare 


PaulDodlej 


Bniton 


M 


M 


Addington Davenport ** 


U 


M 


Thonaa Fitch 


M 


« 


N ' 


Antiioior Stoddard 


tt 


« 


II 


WQliamBnttla 


Ounbridgo 


(tok 


M 


Bbwinawr Peniberlon 


Bortioii 


M 


« 


William Dnnuner 


M 


MerahanI 


one half riiiio 


Jeremiah Dnmmer 


M 


Baqr 


« 


Jonathan Belcher 


II 


Merchant 


onaahare 


John White, 


u 


Gentleman 


II 


WOliam Clark 


If 


Merchant 


u 


John Wainwrigfat 


II 


II 


one third ahare 


Heniy Newman 


London 


Esqr 


II 


John Oaaweli 


II 


Merchant 


II 


Mary Saltonatall 


New London 


Dame 


one share 


Nathan Gold 


FiOrfleld 


Esqr 


one half ahare 


Petur fiurr 


II 


II 


M 


John Stoddard 


Northampton 


II 


u 


Elisha WiUioma 


Weatliorafield Gentleman 


u 


John Read 


Lone Town 


II 


one ahare^**. 
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Roforrod to on p. 24. 



"Province of the Moasadiuaetts Bay — Fort Dammcr^ 1737. 

"Pursuant to an order from his Excellency the Governor to us the subacribom 



APPENDIX B. 737 

dircctcMl, nppointin}^ un to confer with Ontamvioogoe and othor delegates of the Cag- 
nawnga tribe of Indiana, we oamo to Fort Dummer aforesaid, where we arrived on 
the 5th of October Anno I>omini 1737. 

" Wo acc|u:iintod the said dck^toi that his EzccUencj the Governor having been 
infoniicd tliiit tlicy were come to Fort Dumracr to treat alK>ut some publiclc nflTnirs, lie 
had thereupon ordered and appointed us on belialf of tlie Qovemment of tlie said 
Province to confer witli tliem of such matters as were given tliem in charge, and 
tlint tve ulioiild Ix) ready to hear wliat tliey luid to say wlicn tliey were prepared to 
si)cnk. TIic usual ceremonies lx*ing over, tliej witlidrcw. 

" OctotKT G. Being met in tlio morning, Ontaussoogoe said to us as follows vizt 
*Bn)tlicr the Broadway, two years past I was at Deerfleld; the matter tlien 
doIivenMl to tis by you was, tliat tlie old covenant of peace and unity between our 
brotiier tlie Broadway and us miglit be continued. 

" * We now return in answer for our three tribes, tliat our desire is that it might 
remain firm and unshaken, and do (Vom our heart promise that the covenant shall 
not \)o broken on our part, but if ever there should be any breach, it shall begin on 
yours, and tlie (lod of Heaven who now sees us and knows what we are doing, be 
witness of our sincerity.' Then laid down a belt of Wampum. 

" Ontaussoogoe then said again, ' We your brethren of the three tribes have learned 
by hear say, that our Brother the Broadway has lost his wife. Such losses ought 
to tie made up. We did not know whether the Govr would be capable of a Treaty 
under his aniiction, but find that he is, and are tliankful for it' Then gave a belt 
of Wninpuin to quiet the Govrs mind and remove his grief for tlie loss of his wife, 
and added, ' I rowl myself in the dust for the loss of our £^at men.' 

" OntauKsoogoe said again, * We do in the name of our three tribes salute the Govr 
and ail the Gentlemen belonging to him Tho' at a great distance and strangers, yet 
sonietiiing acquainted. This was their desire and our design when we came from 
home tlius to salute you with this belt, wishing you happiness, and prosperity ;' laid 
it down, and said they had done speaking. 

" We then said to them, we would take what they had delivered into conside- 
ration, and return answer thereto in the afternoon. We then drank King George's 
health to them. They also drinked Ring George's health and tlie Governor's and 
to us. 

'* In the afternoon being met. We said to them, ' You have in strong terms assured 
us that tlie covenant of fViendship renewed two years ago at Deerfleld between this 
Government and the Cagnawaga tribe shall always remain firm and unshaken, and 
wo do in the name and behalf of the Government, assure you that tlicy will cultivate 
tlic frienilship they have contractctl witli your tribe, and that notliing in our own 
hearts, nor tlie instigation of others, shall ever prevail upon us to brook our solemn 
engngcmcnts to yoti, btit we shnll always hold ourselves under tlio strongest obliga- 
tiotis to a punctual oljscrvance of wliat we have promised.' We then gave a Belt 
of Wuinpnm. 

" ' You have in your speech to us this day condoled the death of the Govemour's 
Lady. Her death was the cause of much grief to him. We doubt not but your 
sympathizing with him, will tend to abate and lighten his sorrow. We tike this 
occasion to express our concern for tho death of your friends and to comfort your 
hearts under your alTlictions.' We then gave three black Blankets instead of a Belt 

" 'Wo kindly accept the salutation of your people, and esteem it a token of their 
rc5!pcct and friendship to us, and we do in tho name of tho Government return the 
like salutation to your old men and young, both to your counsellors and to your men 
of war, to all of them we wish prosperity and happiness for ever.' Then we gave a 
Belt of Wampum. 

" Ontaussoogoe said, * Gentn, I return thanks, you have rehearsed all tliat has been 

47 
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iMMtiaj^-tngM jmr hMrti we dbpoacd u w 
falm tturt tl)aj alwBTi nur, ud dadm ihat oi 
and wldkM wdl to ta* 

" W« then drinked tha Qom baalth. 

" Tha mwadiM being 'anda^ wa tbm In the 
fliMnaftlMTaliwof MTeat^poanda tanBtiillings. 

"John Stoddard, Ulcozr Porter, Thoa Wollia, 
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JToaeph Bamej, 

Jcaeph WilbOTe, 
Ebanater Deao, 
Jcaeph £!dd7, 

Exm Dean, 

jr Cobb, 



Jomtfaan PaddMhri, ft, 
John Smith 3d, 
JoiuUian BaiDOj, 
Jamei Walker, 
Jaraea Leonard Si, 
Ephraim Doan, 
laraol 'nadale. 

Oapt Joseph TiadiUo on the righla of John Cnissnun, BonjiuiiinOoaBiiiaD,8amual 
Darbj, Joseph Joddb, Jorumiah Wlttnoll, and Steplion Wilbora. 

Dmcoq Samuel Sumner on the rights afBonjamin Willis and Stephen Uaoonber. 
Thomaa Clapp on the rights of Nidioloa Stephens and Samuel Pratt 
lioul ElipluiJct Loonard on tlio ritflila of William Hodgoa 3d, Uanir Hodgu, 
francis Uacomb, Stephen Wood, and William Iloalfina. 

Jonathan Paddlelbrd, Jr. on the right* or Tliomoa Lincoln 3d, and Baninal W!l- 
UamiSd. 

Joaeph Tladale, Jr. on tlie riglits of John Tisdolo, Robert Woodmtrd, and Jaaopk 
Drake, 
Joaeph Eddy on the rigbia of Hathaniel Oaawell and William Leonard. 

CapL James Leonard on the rlghta at David Cobb and Uorgan Cobb. 

Benjamin Ruggica on the ri^t of Ilenry RidimaDd. 

James Willinjna " " Abraliam Tisdale. 

Seth Staplea " " John AndrOMTft 

BnalgD Setli Bumnar - " " Isaao Merrick. 

Lieut. John Ilome; " " Stephen Qorr. 

" Joaeph Richmond. 
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Ebcnc7x>r Smith on the right of Thomas Gilbert 

James Wallccr, Jr. " •^ James Walker. 

Lieut Morgan Cobb 3d ** ** Shneon Ck)bb. 

William Ware *< " WUUam Thayer. 

In addition to tiie allotments made to these grantecSi two rights were set apart 
for tlie first and second settled mlnisterSi and one right was assigned for sdiool 
purposes. 
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PBOPRinoiui or wmMiiiffnuL 
Referred to on p. 61. 

The names of the proprietors of Westminster, snbsequent to the granting of the 
charter by Governor Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire, on the 9th of Novem- 
ber, 1752, are contained in the annexed list^ taken from the "Records of West- 
minster,*' under the date of July 26th, 1753. 

" Proprietors. Josiah WiUard for and in behalf of 



Samuel Greely, 
James Hills^ 
John Hunt, 
Benjamin Farwell, 
Robert Usher, 
Samuel Cummings^ 
Josiah Brown, 
Peter Powers^ 
John GhambOTlain, 
Jonathan Gumminga^ 
John Usher, 
Robert Fletcher, 
Jonathan Cummings^ Jur., 
Jonathan Willard, 
Prentice Willard, 
Solomon WUIord, 
Ebenezer Field, 



John Pierce^ 
Nathaniel ICattoon, 
William Wilson, 
John Taylor, 
Jonathan Hubbard, 
Jeames Jewel, 
Joseph Ashley, 
Samuel Ashley, 
Josiah Willard, Jur., 
William Willard, 
Billy Willard, 
Ephraim Dean, 
WUder WiUard, 
Jethro Whaler, 
John Averill, 
Michael Gilson.** 
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THB FIOHT AT JOHN KILBUBM*8 TORT. 



Referred to on p. 74. 

No one who loves to commemorate and record the deeds of his ancestors, can 
withhold his tribute of approbation from tliose who were instrumental in consecrat- 
ing a monument to the memory of their worthy progenitor, CoL Benjamin Bellows, 
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at Walpolo, New Ilampshiro, on the llth of October, 1854. From the YaluabaO 
oddrosa made hy^ tho Rov. Iloury W. Bellows, D.D., on this oocosioo, whidi Ima 
Biiico been published with other iuformation in a memoriul monograph of 125 iMigefl^ 
the following minute account of the transactions referred to in tho text is token : — 

"Colonel Bollows's fort .... was situated a little north of his dwclHug-houao 
(built in 17G2 and still standing), just on tlie brow of tlie terrace overlooking his 
magiiiflcont meadows. It was slmpcd like on L, about a hundred foot long in tlio 
arms, and twenty foot brood, built of logs and earth, and surrounded by an outer 
palisade. Although a private garrisoned house, it was yet of sucli importanco as to 
be named among the fortresses maintained at the public expense^ at Fort Dumnicr, 
Westmoreland, and Chorlestown, being No. 8 in this chain of defences. Tlie royal 
government supplied each of these forts with a heavy iron gun, for the public pro- 
tection." 

Apprehensive of danger, Colonel Bello>v8 and John Eilbum took every precautioa 
which tlicir limited resources could command, to insure the defence of their own 
and the neighbouring settlements. The necessity of this course was soon alter made 
fully apparent. 

"Two men, by name Daniel Twichel and John Flynt, in tlie summer of 1755 
(somewhere between the third Wednesday in March, 1755, when Daniel Twichel was 
appointed select-man, and the 17th of August, when the Kilbum liglit took place, 
but probably in August), had gone bock to the hills, about a mile and a half uortli- 
oast, on what is now the Drewsville road, to procure some timber for oars. Hero 
they were shot by the Indians. One of them was scal|>ed, tho other cut open, his 
heart taken out and laid in pieces upon his breast Thb was tho Arst Clirijitian bItKMl 
spilt in Walpolo. The bodies were buried on the spot, which is accurately pointed 
out at this day. This event made a solemn impression on the settlers. Thoy 
imagined tliat Twichol's spirit continued to hover over them, warning tliuin of tho 
wiles of tho savages, and crying fur vengeance on them. A remarkable rock ii\ 
Connecticut river, where he used to Ash with unfailing success, was for a long tiiiio 
hold in religious veneration ; anda nglors ore still tempted to Twiehcrs llock, as to a 
place whore their luck la under tho propitious infiuonco of his memory. 

'* Sliortly boforo this, an Indian by tlio namo of Piiilip had visited Kilburn's liou»o 
in a friendly way, protending to bo in want of provisions. IIo was suppllocl witli 
fliuLs, flour, etc., and dismissed. Soon aftor it was ascertained tliat tliiss;inio Iiuliuii 
had visited all tlie sottloincnts on tho river, doubtless to procure infonnnlion of tho 
state of tliolr dcfjncos. Clovornor Sliirloy about tills tlmo sent information to all tho 
forts in tli'is region, tliat Ave hundred Indians woro collecting in Oanadi^ whoso aim 
was tlio butchery and extinction of tho whole white population on the river. 
Greatly alarmed, the sparse population, unwilling to abandon tlieir crops, had 
strcngtlioiied tliolr feeble giu'rlsons, and bravely determined to stand by their nido 
but promising homes. 

'* Col. Benjamin Bellows had at this time about thirty men at his fort, about half 
a mile south of Kilburn's houso, but too distant from it to afford liini any aid. About 
noon on the 17th of August, 1755, Kilburn and his son John, in his elgliteenth year, 
a man by tho name of Peak and his son, wero returning homo to dinner from tho 
Acid, when one of thorn discovered the red legs of tlie Indians among llie alders, * us 
thick as grasshoppers.' Thoy instantly made for tho houso, fastened the door^ and 
prepared for an obstinate defence. Kilburn's wife Ruth and his daughter ilcU^' 
wero already in tho hou,so. In about Aftoen minutes, tho savages wero seen crawl- 
ing up the banic cast of tho houso, and as tl.ey crossed a footpath, one by one, oito 
hundred and ninoty-sovcu were counted. About tlie same number, it aflerwanU 
prorvcd, liad remained in ambush, near the mouth of Cold river, but joined tiio 
attacking party soon. 
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" Tho mvngofl npponred to have learned that Colonel Bellows and his men were 
at work at his mil] about a mile oant (on what is called the Blanchard brook, near 
where it id crofocd by tho DrewariUe road, it being built at that distance from the 
fort on account of tho convenience of a waterfall), and tliej intended to waylay and 
mtinler iheiu before attacking Kilburn*fl lioune. Colonel Bellows and his men were 
now returning homo, each with a bag of meal on his bock, when the dogs began to 
growl and betray the neighborliood of an enemy. The Colonel, knowing the lan- 
guage of the dogs and tlie wiles of the Indians, instantly adopted his policy. He 
dirccUnl his men, throwing off the meal, to crawl carefully to the rise of the land, . 
and on reaching the top of the bank, to spring together to their feet, give one whoop, 
and instantly drop into the sweet fern. This manoBurre luid the desired eflfcct to 
draw the Indians from their ambush. At the sound of the whoop, fancying them- 
selves discovered, the whole body of the savages arose from tho bushes in a semi- 
circle roinid the |iath Colonel Bellows was to have followed. Ilis men improved 
instantly the excellent opfiortutiity for a shot offered by tho enemy, who were so 
disconcerted, that without firing a gun, they darted into Uie bushes and disappeared. 
The Colonel, sensible of his unequal force, hurried his men off by the shortest cut to 
the fort, and prc|)arcd for its defence. 

"The cowardly savages had, however, no intention of coming again into the rango 
of his guns. They determined to take their vengeance out of ^ weaker party, and 
soon after appeared on the eminence east ot Kilbum's house. Here the same 
treacherous Philip, who hod visited him and partaken his hospitality so short a time 
before, came forward under shelter of a tree and summoned tho little garrison to 
surrender. ' Old John, Toung John,* was his cry, * I know ye. Come out henv 
We givo you good quarter.* * Quarter 1' vociferated old Kilbum, hi a voice of^ 
timnder. * You black rascals, begone, or well quarter you.* It was a brave reply 
for four men to make to four hundred I Philip returned, and after a sliort consul- 
tation the war-whoop rang out, as if) to use the language of an ear-witness, ' all the 
devils in hell had been let loose.' Kilbum was lucky and prudent enough to get tlie 
first fire, before the smoke of tho battle perplexed his aim, and was confident he saw 
Philip himself fall. Tho fire (\rom the little garrison was returned by a shower of 
halls from the savages, who rushed forward to the attack. The roof was a perfect 
' riddle-sieve.' Some of the Indians fell at once to butchering the cattle, others to a 
wanton dcslniction of the grain, while the larger port kept up an incessant fire at 
the house. Meanwhile, Kilbum and his men— aye, and his women — were all busily 
at work. Their powder they poured into their hats for greater convenience ; tho 
women loaded tho gims, of which they had several spare ones — all of them being 
kept hot by incessant use. As their stock of lend grew sliort, they suspended 
blankets over their heads to catch the balls of tho enemy, which penetrated one sido 
of tho roof, and fell short of the other. These were immediately run by these 
Spartan wonicn into bullets, and before they ha<l time to cool, were sent back to tho 
oneniy from whom they came. . . . Several attempts were made to force the door, but 
the UTiorring aim of the marksmen within sent such certain death to those assailants, 
that tho}' soon desisted from their efforts. Most of tho time tho Indians kept behind 
loprs and stiimi^s, and avoided as thoy best could tho fire of tho little Gibraltar. The 
whole aflcrn(K>n, even till sun-down, tho battio continued, until, as tho sun set, the 
savages, unable to conquer so small a fortress, discouraged and baffled, forsook tho 
gr(»uiid, nnd, as was supposed, returned to Canada, abandoning tho expedition on 
which they had set out. It is not unreasonable to suppose that their fatal experience 
here, throuj^h tho matchless defcnco of^thoso Walpolo horoos and hcoines, was 
in.strumental in saving hundreds of the dwellers on tho fVontiora from the horrors of 
an Indian massacre. 

" Seldom did it fall to the lot of our forefathers to win a more brilliant crown than 
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John KQjjra earned In fhis ^^kvioM ezploii PeekgottiieonKf womdofliiepirijrf 

of laigloeloarehOBiifledbia death on the fifth daj. The Indiana neraragiinappennd 
in Walpde^ altboagh the war did not temdnale until ^glit yeaia afterwaidiL Jote 
KiUrarn lived to aeo liia Ibarth generation on the itage^ and eijojing the benellin of 
n high^otriUiation on the ipot be had reaoned fixm tiie aafagen He peaMaaed an 
honeat heart| li?ed nprigfatiiy^ and died in peaoai A plain atone in Walpole borfi^y 
groondthnaoommamoiateahiadepartoii^andapeakahiaeutogyinnbdetffftifMri 
phraae:— 



0» 
JOHN KILBUBH 

Who departed tide Hfc Ivn batter 

• 

Apbil 8^ H89^ 

In the 86th jiaar ofhia i«eu 

He waa the flmt aetfler of thia town hi 

lt49. 

"In 1814^ hhi aoii,.]r0ong John, laat Tialted the aoene of hia yonthfhl oxploita 
He died among hia oliildren, in Shrowaborf, Yerroonti hi 1823. One of hia aons 
died in thia ^wn onlj a joar or two ainoe. 

"What amount ofdeetruotion Kilbum made among the aaTagea it waa impoaaifale 
to tdl, aa it ia well known the/ careAillj oany off and oonoeal their dead. It ia 
aaid that Indian gravoa liaTe been dug up at Gold liTer, and on the line of the rail* 
road in that neighborhood, and six gravea were found on the aite of the laland 
House at the Falls, in 1883, whioh may possibly have been thoee of victlma in this 
flghi**— Historioal Slcetch of OoL Benjamin Bellows, pp. 2i-2$. 
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Beferred to on p. 93. 

Tho names of the proprietors of the township of Westminster on the 11th of June, 
1760, when the time for Ailfllling tlie oonditions of the charter waa extended, 
were: 

John Hulburt, John Hunt, 

Joeiah Willard, John Taylor, 

Waiiam Willard, John Poirco, 

Yalontine Bailor, Anthony Poirce, 

Joseph Alexander, Andrew Gardner, Jr., 

Nathan Willard, Jamos Jowol, 

Susannah Gllson, Manossali Divel, 

Olirer Willard, 8imon Hunt, 
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John AmiJS William Wilflon, 

Wilder WiUord, John Armfl, Jur., 

John Moor, Solomon Willard, 

Jolin Moor, Jr., Eboncser Fiddi^ 

Dniiiel Wh.'4nore, Samuel Allen, 

William Willard, Jr., BUlejr WiUard, 

Prcntico Willard, Caleb How, 

Kphraim Dean, Jonathan Habbard, 

Klijah Gady, James Hilla, 

Am Douglass, Josiali Willard, Jur., 

Samuel Ashlejr, Benjamin Farwoll, 

John Alexander, Samuel Gummingfl^ 

Samuel Qrccly, Josiah Drown, 

Jethro Wheeler, Poter Powera^ 

Jonatiian Tharo^ Robert Fletcher, Jr., 

JoffhuA Wells, Timothy Latherbee, 

Submit Foster, Minister, 

Nathan Willard, Jr, Henrj Shorbum, 

Joseph Jlubbord, Samuel Smith, 

Joseph Ashley, John Downing, 

Natlianiel Mattoon, Samson SheafT, 

Jonathan WiUard. 
Besides these fifty-nine shares, there were also fourteen others located at the 
cnrth end of the town, of which two were held by His Excellency Benning Went- 
worth, and one each by John Wentworth, Robert Usher, John Chamberlain, Jona- 
than Cnmniings, John Usher, Jonathan Cummings, Jr., David Steams, Byfield 
Lloyd, Richard Wibtrd, and Theodore Atkinson. One share was appropriated for 
n Glcbo for the Church of England, as by law established, and anottier for the bene- 
fit of the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 
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DITI8I0H or Gtm BERLAKD OOUHTT IHTO DISTRIOTS. 

Referred to on p. 184. 

"Cumberland County, 6th May, 1772. 
"PUBMO Notice is hereby given, that the third Tuesday in May Instant is 
appointed by Law for the Freeholders and Inhabitante of oach rcspoctivo Township 
in the said Coiinfy, and of each rcspoctivo District (an abstract whereof is hereunto 
snhjoiiiod) to Kh'ct and Choose from atnonji^ the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
sjune respectively, one Supervisor, two Assessors, two Collectors, two Overseers of 
the Poor, three Commissioners for laying out the Highways, and also so many 
Persons to be Siirveyors and Overseers of the Highways, as tho Mnjor part of the 
Freeholders nnd Inhnhitants of each Town and District shall judge necessary, two 
Fence viewers nnd four Constables. And that tho last Tuesday in May Instant is 
likewise appointed tho Day for the Supervisors so Elected for each Township and 
District, to Assoniblo and meet together at tho Court House, in tho Township of 
Chester in the said County, then and there by Plurality of voices to agree upon. 



f ^ HBROKT oir luifsnr tsbmoht. 

detarmine^ anc Aaoertain Urn Townahlp or plaos wiHifai tiie nkl Ooin^, wbera • 
Court Homo aijd Qodl iIiaU bo BrooM and Bofli 

**An obitnot of meh p«rli of the Ooanty of Cknnberioiid ai ivo tenod faito 
DiitrioCiL 

** Tlio 111 Diakriok ocmpielieiido Hartlbid, and oztendi Xtortli lo te Ooui^ Hbol 
"SdDiatrietoompfehondsF0iBfrolaiidB6nuud,aiid oxteoda Korth and Weai 

lo the North and Weak linea of tiio OoQn^. 
"SdDJatriolOQniprehenda aiieh parH ofWoodatock and Bridgawatar ■■ ^ in 

the Ooan^, and extaoda Weal lo the Ooanlj Hnei 
"ith TMiitriot mmprflhffliila Brratliiig and flaUaah, antl aztenda Weal to tiw Waal 

hoonda of tiia Ooanty. 
•« 0tti Diatriol oompiehenda Wotherafleld. 

*«eth Diatriot oomprehenda CaTondiah and Ludlow, and tiia Landi lo tiM Weai 
thereof not ersoted Into Townah^ unlB it exteoda to tiM Weai 
Una of the Ooimtj. 
*'VthDiatriol oomprehenda Andorer, and tiia hmda to the Weal boanda of ttis 

Ooonty. 
H8thDiatriot oomprehenda Springfield. 
" 9th DiaMol oomprehenda Boddughan. 

« lOtii DIatriol oomprehenda TomUnaon, and tiia Laada to the Southward aoC 
erected Into a Townahlp^ aa flff South aa Townaaad Uaa^ aad to Ilia 
Northward of an Baal aad Weal Una fton Ihenea^ to tba Weal 
bounda of Weatmlaater, and the Laada not Braolad toto Towaahipa 
to the Weatward, aa flff aa tiia Weal bounda of tha Ctoaa^. 
«*nih DiaMol ocmpieheoda Townaaad and tiia Laada parllj to the Baalwaia 
thereof not ereeled faito a T^ywnahlpb aad the Laada to the Waat> 
waid thereof aol erected faito Tbwnahipa to the Weal boaada of Uia 
Ooontj. 
«• IM IMriot oompreheoda New laae^ aad the Laadi aol ereoled faitb a V9^ 
ship to the Weal thereof ao fiir as the Weel bonnda of the 
Goantjr. 
" 18th District oomprehoDds Fulham. 
*< 14th District comprehends Marlborough. 
" 16th District comprehends so much of Wilmington or Draper aa lieth within 

the County, and extends West to the County line. 
** 16th District comprehends ITalifiix. 
** 17th District comprehends Guilford. 
' ** 18th District comprehends Hmsdale. 

"A full description of the above Districts ia lodged with the 
Subscriber, to which Beoourse may bo had if neoeasaiy. 

'*Orean Brush, CI** 
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Willinms's ITint. Vt, ii. 478. Doc nisU N. T., Iv. 1034. BratOeborough 

Somi-Wcokly Bnttlo, Tliuradaf Kvaning, Uaj SJ, 1800, ToL iil. No. 76. 
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APPENDIX L 

THB **wnniiXBnB mabbaobb." 
Beferred to on p. 941. 

The more aooesBiblo aoiiroes from whldi tho aoooimt of the "Westminster Kt»- 
saore" has been drawn, aro named in tlie annexed list 

March 2l8tt 1776. Ma OouncU Minutes in offloe Sea State N. Y., 176ft-1788, xxyL 

426. 426. Doc. Hist N. T., iv. 903, 904. 
" 33d, 1776. Depositions of Oliver Oliurdi and Joseph Hancock, in Doa Ilist 
N. T., i?. 904-910. BratUeborough (Vt) Somi-Weolcly Eagle, 
Thursday Evenmg, September 30th, 1849, vd. UL, Na 18. 
^ dSd, 1776. **A relation of the proceedings of the people of the County of 
Oumberland and Provinoe of New York," by Beubon Jonosy in 
Shide's Yt State Papers^ 65-59. American Archivoe» Fourtli 
Series, 1776, ToL ii., cols. 318-222. Journals of tho General 
Assembly of the Province of New York. 
** 88th, 1776. DepoeiUon of John Griffin, hi Doc. Hist N. Y., iv. 910-914. 
Bmttleborough (Yt) Semi-Weekly Eagle^ Monday Evening, Soi>- 
tomber, 17tli, 1849, vol UL, Na 12. 
" 80th, 1776. Journals of tho General Assembly of the Province of New York. 
American Archives, Fourth Series, 1776, vol i., cols. 1331-1824. 
April 8d, 1776. See authorities cited under March 80th, 1776. 
** 6th, 1776. Dispatches of Lieutenant Governor Golden to Lord Dartmouth, in 
MSS. London Documents in office Sea Stato N. Y., xlv. Doa 
Hist N. Y., iv. 914-916. 
May 6th, 1776. MSa Council Minutes hi office Sea Stato N. Y., 1785-1783. xxvl 

435. Doa Hist N. Y, iv. 917, 918. BratUeborough (Vt) Somi-Weokly 
Eagle, Monday Evening, September 34th, 1840. vol. iiu, Na 14. 
The " Stato of tlie Facto" made by tlie Judges of tlie court, and opitomked on p. 
223, is in these words: — 

" New York County of Cumberland court of common Pleas, And court of General 
Sessions of die Peace holden at the court House in Wcstminstor this Fourtoentli Day 
of March A. D. 1775. Whereas a very melondiolly and unhappy afluir llappoiicd 
at this Place in the evening of yestorday The thirteenth Instmt and Wlicrcas it 
may be tliat the Same may Be represented very DiObrent From wlmt The same really 
was We his majesty's Judges and Justices of the said Courto being chiefly tlioro 
Present liave Thought it our Duty thus to robto a true stato of tlie Facta Exactly us 
tliey liappened. 

** Many threata liaving for several Terms past been Thrown out by evil minded 
persons that they would With Violence break up and Destroy the courts of our 
Sovereign Lord tlie king in this county and tlireata of A more During and ubaolulo 
nature tlian formerly liaving been thrown out by certain Evil Minded iicrsuus AgniiiMt 
tlie sotting of this present Court tlie Sheriff tho*t it Essentially uccoMaury to niiao a 
Posse For the Courta Protection and having Buiitcd about sixty Men unucd soiiio 
With Guns and some witli staves he arrived At there head before the Court lloiuto 
about five o'clock In the aflcmoon of yestorday When to the Great Surprise of tho 
said Sheriff and Posse tliey found tho court house Taken into Possession and the 
several Doors thereof Guarded By a large number of Bioters (supixwed to be alx)ut 
an Hundred in the whole) armed With clubs and some Few fire arms. The Slicriff 
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then cndcATorcd to Qo in at the Door of tho oouri-hoiUKS but wiis provonted by 
Throats And mcnnces; whcieapon he read the King*8 Proclamation, with a verj 
lofid voico commanding In his Majesty's name all persons nnlawAillj assembled 
Immediately to DeiMirt, and tlieroupon Demanded Entrance again But was again 
reriLscd and rrcvenled by threats and menaces as Before. Tlio Sheriff then told tlie 
Itiotcrs that he would I/eave them a short time to consider of their behaviour And 
to DLspenic, and if they would not afterwards allow Ilira Entrance into the said court- 
hoiiao That he would Absolutely Enter it by ibroe. But the Rioters made scoff at 
tills Measure replying tlie liardcsi roust fend oft Tlie Rioters a little time after- 
wards wanted to dioose committees to Parley but was answered that tliey could not 
Parley to consider whether the Ring*s Court Sliould proceed or not Judge Chan- 
dler informed them that If tliey had any real grievances to complain of if tliey would 
Present a Petition to tlie court when sitting it should be heard the Sheriff then gave 
the Pome lilierty To refresh themselves and about two Ilouers afterward lie 
Brought the said Posse Before the courthouse again and then ogoin Demanded 
Kntmnce in his majesty's Name but was again refused in like manner as Before. 
Wheroupon he told them that he would Absolutely enter it Eitlior Quietly or by 
force and coiimmnded the Posse to follow close to him which they Accordingly Did 
and getting near The Door he was struck several Blows with dubs, which ho had 
tlie Goodness in General to fend off so (or at least as not to Receive Any very Great 
Damage but several of their dubs striking Uiin as he was goeing up the steps, and 
The Rioters Persisting in maintaining Tlieir Ground, ho ordered some of the Posse 
to firc, which they accordingly did. The Rioters then fought Violently with their 
clul>s and fired some few fire arms at the Posse by which Mr. Justice Butterfield 
received a slight shot in the arm and anotlier of tlie Posse received a slight shot in 
the head with Pistol Bullets: but happily none of the Posse were mortally wounded. 
Two iMsrsons of tho Rioters were Dangerously wounded (one of whom is since dead) 
and Kcveral others of the Rioters were also wounded but not Dangerously so. Eight 
of tho Rioters were taken prisoners (including Tho one which is since Dead) k the 
wou!id(*<l were taken care of by Doct Day, Doct. 1 1 ill and Doct Chase. Tho latter of 
which was immediately sent for on Purpose. The rest of the Rioters Dispersed 
giving out Threats that they would collect all the force Possible and would return 
OS on this Day to rcvenge themselves on the Sheriff and on several others of the 
Posse. 

'* This Being a true state of the fhcts without the least Exaggeration on tho one 
n<lo or Diminution on tho other We humbly submit to Every Reasonable Inlmbit- 
ont whether his mnjcsty's courts of Justice tho Grand and only security For tlio 
life liberty niid pniperty of tho publick should Bo trampled on and Destroyed 
\\ hereby paid persons and properties of individuals must at all times be exposed to 
tbo Rage of a Riotous and Tumultuous ossembly or whether it Does not Behove 
Every of his Majesty's Liege subjects In tho said county to assemble themselves forth- 
with for tho Protection of tho Lows and maintcnanco of Justice. 

" Dated in open Court tho Day and Year Aforesaid. 

" Thomas Cliandler, 

Noah Sabin, 

Step'h Greenloaf, 

Benj'a Butterfield, 

Bildod Andross, 

S. Gale, Clk." 

The following account of tho afTray was published at Saljm, Massachusetts, in tho 
Essex Gazette, urdcr tho dato of March 14tli-2l8t, 1775:— 

" Wo hear a IxHly of people armed with clu)>8 and some few fire arms, to tho number 
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Of about one hundred, assembled at Westminster in the County of Cumberland In 
the province of New York, on the evening of the 13th day of this instant, being the 
evening before tlie day of tlio sitting of tlie Court of Common Pleas lor said OcMinty, 
for the purpose of preventing the Courts sitting there, and took pooBOflsion of tho 
Court House. The Shoriff of tlio County being previously advertised of tboir design, 
raisc<l the Posse Comitatus to oppose them, and came up to the Court House a aliort 
time after the rioters liad sciiced it and attempted to enter the same, but was opposed 
by them. He informed tlie rioters that the Court House was tlie property of his 
Majesty, and tliat he was the keeper of it, and demanded entrance into it, uud ordered 
them to disperse, wliich they peremptorily refused to da Several attempts wore mado 
oy the Sherifif and the Posse to enter the house witliout force, whidi were resisted 
by the mob. The SheriiT then informed the rioters that he was determUiod at all 
events, to have possession of tlio house ; if he could not get it witliout, lie would gut 
it by force. He tlien road the riot act to them, and ordered them to disperse witiiia 
one hour, and told them, that if they did not disperse within that time, and cease 
their opposition to his emroiice into tlie Court House, he would most certainly onlcr 
the Posse to fire on them ; to which tliey replied, * Fire and be damned I If you do^ 
the hardest fend o£' The Sheriff told the rioters he would not have tliem llattcr 
themselves that he would not lire on them, for he was absolutely determined to do it 
if they continued obstinate. He then with his Posse, left the house ft>r tlie space of 
about three hours, during which lime all possible arguments were used to dissuade 
tlie rioters fVom their purpose, which they treated with neglect They then sent to 
tliose of the Judges of the Ccmrt then in the town, to know if they would treat with 
a ooininiltce from their body, whetlier the Court sliould do business. The Jutlge« 
returned this answer: Tliut they eoiild not treat with lliein whether his Maji'sty^s 
business sliould be done or not, but that if they tliouglit themselves aggrieved and 
would apply to them in a proper way, they would give tliem redress if it was iu 
their power. But tliis was by no means satisfactory to them. At the expiratiou 
of the three hours, the Sheriff and Posse returned to tlie Court House and again 
attempted to enter it, but were beat back by the rioters willi their clubs. He told 
tlicin lie would most certainly fire on them, if llioy did not desist. Tliey answered, 
' Fire and bo damned I Firo and bo damned 1' Tlio Slioriff then ordered his men to 
Are upon thorn, which tlicy did and woundud one mortully (wiio is since duad) ar.d 
several others very badly, one of whom is thought to be dangerous. The Sherilf, 
nilcr a few shots, ordered the fire to cease, and his men to enter the house with 
t:lubs, which they did, when a stout rcsistnueu was made by the rioters for sumo 
tiinu ; but they were finally dispousesscd and nine or ten of them taken prisoners. 
The rioters fired once or twice on the Sheriff's party, but did no damage. The next 
day the rioters were reinforced by a largo number, armed with muskets, and l>eiiig 
much 8U{)crior to the Sheriff's party, took him and about twelve others and ooniliiod 
them in close gaol." 

Another newspaper account was given by John Holt, in his New York Journal or 
General Advertiser, under date of Thursday, March 23d, 1775. It may bo found in 
the American Archives, Fourth Series, 1775, vol. ii. cols. 2H, 215. The following 
is a copy : 

" On Monday aflcrnoon, expresses arrived in Town fVom the County of Cumber- 
land, in this province, who bring accounts from thence of a very extraordinary aiul 
alarming nature. On the Monday allernoon preceding, March i:ith, the day for hohl- 
ing the Inferiour Courts, several rioters and disorderly pcrstons, to the number of 
between 80 and 00, assembled at the Court House, of which they took i)ossessif>ii, 
with an avowed intent of preventing the Court from being heh*. the next day ; inuny 
of them had anns, and those who were unprovided for, were collecting both arms 
and ammunition with all possible dispatch. Many of the Magistrates having conic 
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to Town, it WAS tlioaght adTiMblo that tho Sberiir should mako tho twoal proclain»> 
tion agnitiRt riotoaa amembliefl^ and demand poaNaakm of the Court House and Jail; 
wlilcli being reriificd sovcral timc^ about o'clock at night a partj assembled in 
onler to di^iierao tho rioters. These proceeded with tho Slicriflf and some mngtstmtes 
to tlio (*4r .rt Hoiiflc wlierc proclnmation was again made bj tho Slicriflf for tlie rioters 
to di^ponio, and simdry attempts were made to get in, without using Are arms, but 
tliiff proving ineiTcctunl, tliree guns were fired orer the door in hopes the rioters 
wuiiitl Iw intimidated and retire; but so determined were thej in their undertakingt 
tlint tlio fire ivns immediately returned from the Court Houses bj wliich one of the 
MngiMtrntes was sliglitlj wounded, and another person shot through his clotlies. 
Tlio Mngist rates seeing the imminent danger thej were in, so well exerted them- 
Helves that they forced tho fhmt door, and after a Tcry smart engagement, wherein 
ono of tho rioters was killed, and many persons on both skies wounded, the Court 
Iffiuso was cleared, and proper measures taken to presenro tito peace for tliat night 
The next morning all wiis tumult and disorder. Tlio Judges, however, opened tlie 
ihnri at the usual hour, and adjourned tOl 3 o'clock in the afternoon; but by tliis 
timo. the body of rioters beginning to assemble in large parties from New Uampehire, 
and places nrljnccnt, and particularly firom Bennington, in tlie neighboring County of 
Albnii}', with a hostile appearance, and the Court foreseeing no probability of being 
able to proceed to business, adjourned till next June term. Tlie body of rioters, 
which soon amounted to upwards of 600, surrounded the Court Ilouse, took the 
Judges, the Justices, the Sheriflf, tho Clerk, and as many more of thch- friends as they 
could find, into close custody, and sent parties out, who were daily returning with 
moro prisoners. The roads and passages were guarded with armed men, who indis- 
criminately laid hold of all passengers against whom any of the party intimated the 
least suspicion ; and tho mob, stimulated by tlieir leaders to the utmost fury and 
revenge, breatlied nothing but blood and slaughter against the unfortunate persons 
in their power. Tho only thing which suspended their fate was a difference of 
opinion as to tho manner of destroying them. And fVom tlie violence and hihumanity 
of the dinixMition apiiarent in the rioters, it is greatly to be feared that some of the 
worthy men in confinement will fall a sacrifice to tlie brutal fUry of a band of ruf- 
fians, l)eforc timely aid can bo brought to their assistance.** 

The annexed extracts from the Journal of the New York Provincial Congress 
fIiow that strenuous measures would have been adopted by the British, to quell the 
iiijnirrcctionnry spirit in Cumberland county, evinced by the events of the 13th of 
March, had not more important scenes demanded the attention of the Crown. 

" Tuesday, 9 o'clock, A.M. 

"September 12th, 1775. 

"Ordered, Tliat Samuel Wells, Esq., of Cumberland county, be requested to 
attend before this Committee of Safety* at five o'clock this afternoon. 

"Tuesday, 4 ho. P. M. Sept 12th, 1775. 

" Samuel Wells, Esq., according to order, attending at the door was called and 
examined. Siij-s, ' That no arms were sent to Cumberland county by government — 
did licar tlint Gov. Golden npplicd to Gen. Ongc for anns, and heard the arms came — 
but tho nnfjiir nt licxinpton ptit nn end to it — of the £1,000 gmntcd for Cnmbcrlnnd 
county, £200 of the money lina been received — it was employed to reimburse the 
shcrirr and Mr. Gale, tho expense of themselves nnd tho other prisoners and 
expre85»c8 — heard tho nrnis were put on board tho King's Fisher — has forgot how ho 
heard it, and does not know how they wero disposed of.' " — i. 144, 146. See also, 
American Archives, Fourth Series, 1776, vol. iil col. 890 

^ A Cointnlttoo of Safety tiKuiilly mt clnrlng the recess of the Provinciftl Onf^cm, with tempo- 
rnry powers cqnnl to those of the latter bwly. 
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In the " Records of Dummcrston," roferenco is flneqaentij made to tlie aflhijr. Tlie 
foelings to which it gave birth may be judged of by the language employed in these 
records. . In one instance the Court-house is styled, "that bloud Stained Star- 
chamber in Westminster." In an account of a meeting of the inhabitants of tliat 
town, held on the 22d of August, 1776, occurs an entry which shows that the poopio 
of the county were engaged in preparing an elaborate account of the disturbances* 
which had happened in the montli of March previous. The entry is in tlieso worda : — 
" Yotid that it tis the ScnCk) of this toun that the Letters tliat are in the liand of 
D' Solouian llar-vy are Not any KvidonOo in tiio Ouse wliich the Comiuito is Golcct- 
ting for the Evidunce wliiCli tha are to GoleCt is the Bad GonduCt of the Guri (kom 
its fust Setting up the Oort Doun to tlie fUst of MarCh Last and tliat tlioae Letters 
only Shue that the Peple ware Displeaised at the Barbitary ConduCt of offiaeirs of 
tlio Cort and ware Raday to Rise and Stop the Cort be fore that time: and those 
Lcttora Show Like wise the unity of the People and purfix the time: and we think 
it Best not to liave those Letors goe to Westminister." On the 12th of March, 1770, 
a meeting was hold at Brattleborough for tlie purpose of securing the punishment of 
those of the Court party and SlieriflTs posse, who had been engaged in the " West- 
minster Massacre." This appears by tlie following passage from tlio old records 
before mentioned. At a town meeting held on the 26tli of February, 1776, " yoli«l 
to Send a man to Jine the County Comitte on the twclHh of marCh at the hows oTMr* 
Jolm Sergants ot Brattleborough at Nine of the o Clock in the fore Noon to Dniw 
up a Remonstrance to Send to the Contanalshall Congrus at Phile Dulplui Coiisuniing 
those that perpatmtid the Blody Massecree on the tliurteeiiitli of march LasL" 

In a pamplilet written by Ira Allen, entitled, ** Miscellaneous Remarks on the 
Proceedings of tlie State of New York against the State of Vermont, Ac," aud 
published in tlio year 1777, the author referring to the colonial goveniment of New 
York, observes: — "In open violation to the laws of the crown, the legiHlative and 
executive powers, assumed to themselves authority to hold courts : their conduct 
was so notorious that it was the cause of tliat odious and never to Ije forgotten 
massacre at the Court Ilouse in said Cumberland County, on the evening of the thir- 
teenth of March 1775, in which sovorol persons were actually murdered. 1 horrid 
scene I " 

Another pamphlet, entitled, "Vermont's Appeal to the Candid and Impartiid 
World," the production of Stephen Row Bradley of WeatmiiiatcT. which w;i3 
published early in the year 1780, contains an allusion to the events under considera- 
tion, in these words: — "But above all, have llioy [the jxioplo of Vermont] suneretl, 
from the cruelty of Great Britain and her emissaries. — For the truth of these things 
we can appeal to many undeniable facts. So late as March, 1775, previous to the 
battle of Ixjxiugton, the judges of New York, were led in fetters of iron, within the 
gates of their own city, for shedding innocent blood at Westminster, in murderouHly 
attempting to enforce the laws of that province upon the people of Vermont." 

Six years after the affray, on the election of certain men to civil offices in Wind- 
ham county, who previous to the Revolution had been obnoxious to the mass of tho 
people, some of the inhabitants of Rockingham requested the Governor and Council 
of tho state to keep back their commissions, inasmuch as they were " known Ene- 
mies to tliis and the United States." In proqf of this charge they declared that these 
men had been "active and accessory to the shedding the llrst Blood that was shed 
in America to support Brittanic Government, at the Horrid and Never to be forGot 
Massacre Committed at Westminster Cortt House on the Night of the 13th of Murcli, 
1775. horred Cean [scene]." 

In the year 1781, Vermont increased her territory, by admitting within her juris- 
dictional Hmits thirty-five towns which had seceded from tho government of New 
HampHhire. This movement aroused the apprehensions of the ix»opl(» of the latter 
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fttnto, niid KtronnoiiH altompte were made to rooorcr tbo acceding towns. Among 
tlio niemoriaUi proimrcd by ttio dtizena of New Ilampaliiro on this subject, was one, 
I'litiiliHl, ** An address to tbo people of New Ilampaliire, and of tbo otber United 
Stntea.'* In (bis pnpcr tbo events connected witli tlie " Westminster Massacre" wero 
nfornnl to as follows : — X 

" Tbc Inliabitants of a cert/iin Tract of Land west of Connecticut Hiver, commonly 
known by tbo name of tlie New Ilampslilro Grants; being by tbo order of tbo King 
of Dritain in Council, annexed to tbe ProTlnoe of New York, and put under tbat 
government, did so continue, not witliout some uneasiness, diiefly in tlie Western 
)inrt uf wl Territory, until tbe Marcb 1776, preceding tlie ever memorable commence- 
nic-nt of IlrwtilitHTS lietwccn its and Britain at I^exington ; wbere some Persons dis- 
nn\*<:( cd to tbo Now York Government, attempting to break up tlie court at Wcst- 
iiitii^tor, one of tbeir numlier being slain and anotlier mortally wounded by tbe 
KberifT and bis Posse, in bis endeavors to 8u|ipress tbe insurgents, tbat unbappy 
event so occasioned tbe addition of S|)irit and numlicrs to tbe opiKMcrs of tbnt 
(lovernment as enabled ttiem to elfect tbeir design. Tbe People concerned in tbat 
trnnsaction, Supposed tbcmselves to bo engaged in tbe Common cause of tlie Colonies, 
mid generally expected tbe Court party to be opposed to tbo same, and as many of 
tlioin nftcrwards eitlier from principle or by reason of wbat tlicy esteemed perscca- 
lirni, proved to bo Tories, tliis served to give a more plausible colouring to tbe trutb 
of tbo above supposition. In addition to tlio Name of Tories wbicb tbe genornlity 
of tbo Court supporters bad obtained, tbe Title of Yorkers was joined, and to serve 
a turn wero made synonjrmous. Tbe otber part of tbe People under tbe direction 
of tutmc wann Leaders always inimical to New York, taking advantage of tbe times 
wlien tills and York state who eacb bad claims of Jurisdiction over tbcm, were busily 
engaged against tbe common Enemy, did erect tbemselvcs into an Independent Stato 
by tbe name of Vermont Tlio Yorkers were pretty generally deniers of tbe pre- 
tcMidod autliority of said Vennont Stato and acted as they were able under tlio 
(lovcmmeiit of New York. 

"The principal and most zealous promoters of tliis Union [the union of tbe New 
Hainpsbiro towns with Vermont], are tbe Yorkers on tbe otber side, witb tbe Tories 
on (bis sido of tbe river, togetbcr witb many of tlioee who formerly persecuted tbo 
ff inner niciitioiirxl persons as Murderers and enemies to their Country. Men put and 
now lying under Ixinds, others subjected to imprisonment and conllncment witb their 
judges and witnesses against them, are now preferred to tbe flrst oinces of Govern- 
mcnt Tbo former not retracting or professing a change of Sentiments as to the 
justice of our common cauf^e, but rather avowing their opinion to bo right that our 
cniLsc is not grxxl, and consider in tbe conduct of people towards them in their 
prpwnt preferment as a compensation for their former ill trontincnt for acting tho 
piirt of honcfst men in refusing to follow tbe multitude in wbat tboy thought and still 
think not right 

" On tho other sido of the River tbo authority departing from their Constitution 
(not the first time) to the infringement of tho Freedom of Klection did in print nomi- 
nate to tho choico of tho Counties for civil officers, if not Military, also, men by tlicm 
iM'foro esU^emcd (being Yorkers) enemies to their Country, nay Murderers for being 
coiicemeil in tlie Westminster afTmy." 

In his " Descriptive Sketeh " of Vermont, publisiied in 1797, Dr. John Andrew 
Graliam has, witli his usual inaccuracy and supcrAcialncss, recounted tlio events of 
tho affray in theso words: — 

" Westminster is a deliglitful plncc, and contains several superb houses. Hero 
were formerly held tho Courts of Judictiture, under tho Stato of New York, but the 
si.ttlers, in Marcl),*177r>, were so highly exasperated at tho oppressive conduct and 
iusolcnco of tho Governor of that State, and his junto of land-jobbers, that they 
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amm b led in ttnii^ stopped the Oourl from alttiiig; drove fheni flom Uioir loiviloqrff 
and would aerer after suflbr tiie Qofomineiil of Kew York to liavo tlie aOigtoi* 
Jarisdiotion over them.'*— p. lOT. 

ink AJkikf in a pretentiooa Tohmie^ ontllled, **Tlie Natural and PtaUtioal mrtaj 
of the State oryermontk" Aa/puhliahed hi lt96^ haa diapoaod of the " Wi 
ICaaMOfe" in a aommarf manner. 

**In ICaroh, ITTff, an attempt waa made to hold e oonrt of Jnatloe al Wi 
in the ooonfy of Oomberiand, which waa prevented by the lleopl% wlio had eai^ 
talcen poaMiaion of the Oonri-lioiuM^ and the Jodgea were refined entnmce al the 
naual hour when the Ooorta were opened; therefitre thqr and the oOoeia of the 
Oonrt retired, until about eleven o^oktok at nighty when thqr returned, end weie 
agafaireAiaedadmittanoe; whereiqpon tiiejr fired faito the houae^ and killed one man 
and wounded severaL Thia inflamed the mhida of the people to e Ugh dcgreo^ who 
next daj flocked iWHuereiy part of the oounfy; eooroner'abMiueBtaatonthebod|f« 
and brought in a Wdiot that the man waa wiffidiif n u t rd t nd by ihe CkmH jpmrti$ 
aome of whom Ui^aeiied, and aent to Northampton gaol hi Ifamaohuaott^ but wfac^ 
were ndooaed on ^iplkiatkm to the Chief Justkse of New York.**— -ppu 6S^ flfl. 

The epitome of the tranaaetions oonneotod with the 18th of March, ITtS, as given 
by the Bev. Hbeea Bebk^y, hi a little work oallod, "The Uiatoiy of Yermonti" 
reaemb te a Uie dtattona flfom Graham and Alien. Of the permn who waa klUod on 
tills oooaakm, Ifr. Bedcl^ observes:— "Ilia name was WilUam Aench, of Brattle- 
borough; where and hi Dummerrton branohea of bis fimiOy heve sinoe resided In 
res p eotable atandlng; and flram whkih several enterpriabig hidhriduala heve gone 
Ibrth hito the Union; and one^ e missJonaiy under the American Board, to AsU.**-* 
pp. tO^ iW. 

In an anonymoua ballad publiahed In the year IffO, the original of whidi la now la 
the poaaoarion of Fhmk Mooro^ Bsq., the genial editor of the "Songs and BoUadaof 
the Amerioan Bevolution," refiwenoe la made to the death of WilUam Frenoh. The 
•***»— in which the ^Hwift" ooonra ^»Mi the note of illmitratifln aooonmanTinff IL mm 
in these words: — 

** Bat Yongaanoo let na Wrtak, nif Boys, 
For Matron, Maid, and Splnatar: 
WhoM Joys are fled, whoee Ilomei art lad, 
For the Tooth* of Bed Weetmlnster." 

Although the courts in Oumborland county wore badly managed in many instan- 
ces, previous to the time when they wore stopped, yet the administration of juatioe 
in thia portion of the province of New York was not wholly neglected by the pro- 
vincial judges. There is still extant an affidavit of Ridiord Morris, dcrk of tho 
court of Oyer and Tonninor and Qoncrol Quo! Delivery in Uic province of Now 
York, dated tho 26th of August, 1774, in which tliat gentleman testified before 
Lieut-Qov. Oadwalbdor Coldon, that the lion. Robert R. Livingston, one of tho 
judges of the Supreme Court of judicature for the province of New York, attended 
the session of tho court of Oyer and Terminer and Qeneral Qaol Dolivory, held at 
Westminster in July, 1774. 

In the oast parish of Westminster, "the Liberty men" were fow and fur between. 
In tho west parish, tho majority of tlie inhabitants wore " pure Whigs." The men 
who served under Oapt Azariah Wright on the 13th of March, wero mostly from 
the latter parisli. Captain Wright's oompacy was organized between the years 1768 
and 1770. It is not known whence he obtsmed his captaincy, but it is evident Uiut 



* ** A 7oanf man who waa killed bf the Tories, near the Great Falla of the riTer Oonnectlent, 
In the spring of tho year 1776.* 
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liin Torro nt i)ic timo oflho outbreak, wm oftho people and snpportcd the poop]o*8 
miino. For acvcml ycani ho had boon accustonicd to call liis comixiny together for 
drill, at Ilia own houac, and if tlio policj oftho Whigs had not interdicted the uaeoC 
fire arm^ his men would have OTlncod tlieir skill as marksmen in such a manner tm 
would have caused no discredit to their leadtr. As far as can now bo ascertained, 
the organization of the company was as follows: — Captain, Azariah Wright; Lieu- 
tenant, Jaboz Ferry; First Sergeant^ Simeon Burke* Second Sergeant^ Jeno 
Builce. 

PBITATK& 

Jacob Alboe^ Francis Holden, 

John AlbcQ^ John Ilolt, 

Lemuel Amei^ Jchabod Idc^ 

Asa Averill, Israel Ido^ 

John AveriU, Joseph Ide, 

Tliomas Averill, Robert Miller, 

Jabex Batcs^ John Petty, 

Silas Burke, Atwater Phippen, 

Atherton ChaflToe^ Joseph Phippen. 

Andrew Crook^ Samuel Phippen, 

Robert Crook, Robert Rand, 

William Crook, James Richardson, 

David Daley, Nathaniel Robertson, 

Jonathan Fuller, Reuben Robertson, 

Seth Qoold, Edmund Shipman, 

William Goold, Jehiel Webb^ 

John Wells. 

TlieoflQcerj) of the Rockingham company were, as far as remembered, Captain, 
Stephen Sargcant; Lieutenant^ Pldlip Saflfbrd; Surgeon, Reuben Jones. Notliing 
is known of the organization of the companies from Guilford or Walpole. It had 
long Ijocn the custom of Judge Thomas Cliandler, to procure commissions of ono 
kind and another from New York, and bestow Uiem on such ns he favored. In this 
way several military onicere had been appointed in dilTcrent parts of the county. 
Those persons in Westminster who had obtained the titles which they bore in this 
mnnncr, were ^fajor John Norton, Captain Benjamin Burt, Lieutenant Mednd 
Wright, and Knsign William Willard, but it Is believed tliat no company was ever 
organized under these olTIcers. 

The manner in which the Court party treated the " rioters ^ on the night of the 
affrny, was to the former an especial topic of congratulation among themselves. One 
of tlicm, William Willnrd, a Justice of the peace, even while a prisoner in the Court- 
lionsc, "made a brng that he struck French" and knocked him down. After his 
enlargement, ho went to New York, and on his return, appeared in a now suit of 
clothes, which, it was said, had been given him by the Lieutenant Governor, in 
ncknowlcdgmcnt of his vnliant condnct. lie died at Brnttleborougli. In his last 
d.iys he was insane, and his final sickness, being homorrhngic in its chamcter, was 
regarded by the old people as a judgment upon him from God, for the part he had 
taken in shedding the blood of French. • 

A door of tlio old Court-house, which was perforated by a bullet on the memor- 
able night of the rencontre, was for many years preserved by a citizen of Westminster 
and did him good service as a door in his own dwelling. 

Concerning Dr. Reuben Jones who acted so prominent a port among the Whigs^ 
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bat Utile li kaowa. Tlwt tw WMamanaf tataffigonco, 1b proved bf Ula "Rclolion 
af the pBMWMllngi of Ui» paopto of th« Ooanty of Ouiubcrlrtiii]. natl Provinco oT Xow 
ToA," whUi hM bMO alnMlr mAmd to. At Uxo mcctiug lickl al Wc«UuinBtcr oo 
tlw llth of April, Ills, fee Um pwpOM tt davUng moaiia to r«&i«C tlie prognaa of 
opp r wriOB, Dr. Jeooi nmd ■> oMl On ■oooubt of liis Dtaiiij in coraposition atid 
hU potnl •a«in<7, Im WM oftsn eliMin to Anilar portions on mora impoKuil 
ooohIou. H* wm ft* dtlagala ban BocUngbatn in ilie convcaiion liold iLt Doreot 
onthalBtliafSeptMibtr, lll^Md KfnMntsd tlio Ibrmer town in []ie Ucnvral 
Aawmblj of Tormoiit dorinf tlw ■■■Ihm of 1718, 1T7S, mid IIBO. Ke tliou 
ToawTcd toOhMUr, Mdlnll8lwi«lli»wpf ntutivolVoni tUat town in thancno- 
nl AMSOilgfr. LUMmuf oftlMM^Mttknof Vdnnoa^ ha bocanie involved in 
dabt Havliig bean Mhtd In Snt Wampiiin, al tlie inatance of dd inlinbilaiit of 
tbntaUts, be wai coaflned lo Uw Jail of OlMtliln.cuunty, during a part of llio auni- 
morofllBS. .On tba 16thaf Aiicint, latttat row, batObotedhii oaoapa frota pel- 
•M. Onth*aU,a«amuitwaiiMiadli]r8LaaonOlaot^a]artlo»ortbapMMAr 
CliMlitni ODuntr, dlracttng hk arrart If tNiad wUbla the balUwiok of tba riwUr of 
that ooun^. To erade tho oOoeia of Um lav, Ik. Joom njMlrad to VaraMad. 
Blmcu Stareni, aliMlaa of tba paan ftr Wlndaoc oow>^, ianed an otdar far Ma 
•rrart OD th* artb, and on tlia inh.tba tHifcrtanato pbjilalaa waa Ucan at OlMatar 
bT-JotmOriawtildof aprinilWd. Bat erM now Ua fttMda iHd not dNM MM. 
Al Qrinnrid waa taking Um oft John Oarjrl and Anoa Wm, dtlaau af OMa- 
tor, uada an atudc upon tha ottoor, and doH*9rad Dr. JoHa ftm Ui hand^ At 
tlma e ailo u oftboSupninienonfthald at WTindtnr, "on tho aaonod IHioadB/, naxl 
blkiwli«lhaiMirthTnMdiVof'^VMti'17U, tlw |nnd Jonra tmnd a tnw bOI 
againitlheDaatorandhlatwoMMidafcrnMiiiKanoSaar, but Iha nauU cT tba 
trial whUi liilknnd doea not a^aar. 

It Mtf not ba ganaiBlljr known that an attonipt baa alraadj baaa madt^ bj many 
of Uie moat dWlngolahMl and patriotie eltliMa of r annon^ to oUidn fl«n tha Lq^rih- 
toNofthat alato an appropriation Sir tba purpoaaof •rNHag a wmwnwt to (ha 
meoHxy of WUUam Renoh. At tba aaarim In lasi, tba ftdOowbig patWoa wm 
raad In the houae: — 

" To the Oeneral Aasomblj of the Side of Tennont : 

" The undereignad citizeos or tUia State, boliaving that tt ii not only a dut^, bat 
inseparable from tba lava of country and tiie support of (toe institutions^ to cheriab 
tlio memorf oT tlioae wlio, on momenCoua occasions, tmvo offarod up thair lives for tho 
public good, bog leave to oall tho attention of the Logialotura to tlie pedalling atato 
of Iha memorial arccted at Westmlnalcr, in 17TS, over the body of Williain Frencb, 
tito proCo-mnrtyr of Tormont indopendcnoo, if not that of America. We tlUnk that 
tlioro is a turning point in every rovolution, giving it a DkciI aiul decisive duunctcr, 
nnmoly, llio Unit rosiiitiinuo unto blood | nnd it Is ulrooat noodlosa to «j writli wlut 
qilrit 011(1 patriotism tliia waa done by tlie young nuui Just mentioned, or wliat an 
imweuso impuise was given by his dovotod aocrilice to Iha iollowera of Cliittondei^ 
Allen, Hud Woraor, resulting at lost in the froodom and indopondenco of tho Stato of 
TermonL Tlio monument of ommbling ilate, witli its ruda but amplutie ioscripUoo, 
erected by what we may now call tlie pious hands of the men of tliow day^ la now 
Gist poriaiiing away, and, unless aomo aCopg nro taken to save It, will loon wholly 
disappear. Keeling that this ouglit not to be, and tliat the duty of provenliiig it will 
be perlbrmed in a more lionorabla and imposing manner, and bo mudh more ludicitivo 
of the spirit of our whole people, if dona by tlie States we venture to pray that such 
moana may be tokea by the L^ialature oa ore moat mact and proper fur that purpoao.* 

To tliia petition were appended tlie nnmca of Cliarloa K. Williams, Williain CL 
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Bnidlej, Gnrtos Coo1idgo» Daniel KoUogg, Jacob Gollamor, Charles K. Field, and fifty- 
Boven oilier persons, together with the names of eighteen oftlie reUitives of WiUiam 
French. Tlio subject was referred to a select committee, composed of Qeorgo W. 
Graiidoy, Ocori^ Lyman, Jnnris F. Burrows, Ilirnm Ford, and Thomas Browning. 
A very nblo reiKirt, favoralilo to tlio request of tlio petitioners, and containing mucli 
historical infunnation of value, was prepared by these gentlemen, and presented to 
the lloaw on the 0th of NoTcmbor. At the same time they reported the following 
bill, and rcsixxitftilly recommended its passage: — 

" An Act making an appropriation for a Monument to William French. 

" It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont) as 
follows: 

"Section 1. A sum not exceeding twenty-fiTO hundred dollars is hereby appro- 
priated, to be expended under the direction of the Governor, in the erection of a 
grniiito Monument over the grave of William Frondi, at Westminster; and tlio 
Auditor of Accounts is directed to audit the accounts of the Governor for the expen- 
diture herein provided, and draw orders on the Treasurer of the State for the same. 

** Section 2. This act shall take eflflBct firom its passage." 

Tlie petition, report, and bill were laid on the table, and the derk was "ordered 
to procure the printing of five hundred copies for the use of the house." On its 
introduction subsequently, the bill was advocated by the Hon. WiUiam 0. Bradley, 
of Westminster, in a speech replete with patriotic sentiments, forcible arguments 
and historic facts of the most interesting cliaracter. To the great regret of a very 
largo minority the bill was defeated by a few votes, on its third reading: 



APPENDIX J. 
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Referred to on p. 83S. 

Thb annexed report, prepared by the committees of Cumberland oounfy, and 
which forms the basis of the abstract given in the text, is taken fh>m the MS. 
George Clinton Papers, in N. T. State Lib., vol v. doa 1G45. 

" Copies of Returns made by Committees of Sundry Towns in the County of 
Cumberland of the Number of Intmbitants in their Towns, and an account of their 
Principles, so fnr as respects a separation fW)m New York. 
" Those \q Ilinsdale that are for the State of New York, 11th August 1778, 

are in number ...... 80 

"For the State of Vermont . . . . 1 

"Neuters • . ' . . .3 

"Total 43 

"TlieTown of Guilford did not make a Return, but they reckon 63 Voters for 
New York, not so many for Vermont, and a number of Neuters. 

" In Halifax, For New York, August 11, 1778 ... 63 

"For Vermont ..... 86 
"Neuters ...... 20 

"Total 119 
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"SteVnalMr of TMn In BntOAomwh win Sk 

tMdtd atiti ctYmnaa, l:ataat II, ltt» 

"KimlNririn ■(• fee T«BK»t . 



«to7*fi 
Ibr T«iiM»^ bat ban tataljr ■> * Tawm, ToM not lo b 



" IB WDodBftaa (w Diq^ fa Vnr Tori^ Ai«aM t, 11 ts 



"»>W W 

"Vnn falham, iwBaliim b jitaNda^ bat npoa « IXvW« oTO* VMn^j* 
■^ F«t WMO ipdiMt Tmcmt, 7* ddtf oTwUah an abo agtlMt Vnr Toik. 
"Ron New huk no Baton nadt^ but y* T-t^tjf^.^ bib« aboot aqn^f 



"Ibe Aoooant and Vnaibtr of Um QihaUUnta of Ito TOwa of Pata^ Ana ^ 
Haofia and i^wwd^ t^n tba lOtb of Aivi^ 111^ [b] aa fcOMnth: 
"Ucn (/Ac* (bat algnwl to oootluM ander tba Btata of Vaw Tort^ Ji 



OwBtatacfTanMi^ia . M 

"Iha Hawainbg part of Iba Inhahttanla of Ai« and aadar Aft, an . 41 

"5Wal "Si 

"TabanbrWiBiaaabaoribw^ai O o n i in l tt ewMttfcrj* aaldTow»cf Pfaj. 

" Jaaua 01^, Etamnal Ulnott 
" Weatmliiiter aont no Itotum ; U aboat equoUj divided — tbe Numbor of 

Vetera for Smr York aboat ■ ... 40 

" Boddugbam Oommitteo did not oome <x seiid. 

"In Springfield, For KewToik •■.... ai 
" For VeitaoaX , • • . . . IB 

"Noateri ....... 4 

"Total 44 

"InWeatbenfleld,forNewToric. . . ... .11 

' ' For y ormobt >..•.. U 

"Total as 

" No Towna Higher up tbe RItbt have dunen Gonmltteea Ibr tbe Pnipoae oC 
opposing the pretended Stale of TeimoaL" 

AooUter csloulatloa is to the numerloal (treDgth of the Yorlcora in Combediinit 
gountjTi ma; bo staled as followa. When in the inoDth ot Jutj, ia tho Toar 1180, a 
oompanj of flll; mon nu formed in Gamberland county, bj tho advkM of Govemor 
dintoD, for the contiueulal service, ever; twelfth or tlilrtaonlli person of tlnae 
requh^ to boar arms, was drafted for that purpcae. The numbor of Yor^oi^ 
tbereforct between tho agea of aixteen and sixty, must at that tlmo hnvo amounted 
to more than dx biindred.— See Oeorga (muton Papen in S. T. Btata Ub., vol. x. 
doo. 80ai. 
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NiuneofOrantM. 
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When Onuitod. 
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Township No. 2, or Clinton, was surveyed by Simeon De Witt, on the 6th of 
April, 1780, and at the same time was divided into one hundred lots, each of which 
it wns iiitciKlod should contain 6 tO acres. Ix)t N ). 50 was npproprintcd to the U5io 
of "Gospel and Schools," and lot No. 51 "For promoting Litcratarc." On the Cth 
of Mny followinjr, the commissioners of the land office resolved to compensate those 
who had RufTcrcd in opposing the government of Vermont, by giving to them lots 
Nop. 35-100, inclusive, comprising, as was supposed (lots 50 and 51 being excepted), 
sixty-four lots, or 40,900 acres. On the 11th of July, in the same year, the com- 
niisMJoncrs divided fifty-four lots, or 34,5GO acres, among tlio one hundred and seven 
I)crPons who had been reported by Timothy Church and W^illiam Sliattnck, as deserv- 
ing of reward, and reserved ten lots, or 6,400 acres, for the purpose of satisfying tlio 
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daiau of moh of the safflmiB as were nol indiided in the Uil which Ohmdi end Mi 
ftiends had preaented. On tiib oboaakm, lol No. 81 waa gianted, S60 aoraa of it to 
Thomaa Baker, and 380 aorea to Samoel BIzbj. Sobaeqiientlj it waa aaoertniiied 
that improrementa had been made on fhia lot, Vf panooa to whom il did Mt beloag. 
The owneia of the hind appear to hnve treated the aqnatten with Hwdneafc Au 
amioaUe a^inatment of dllBonltiea waa the leaoll.. 1^ an act of the Legirinliiii^ 
paaied Maroh SOth, 1Y88, power waa given to the oommiarionen of the kn^ ofltoe 
to grant to William Onthrie^ WOUam Quthrie Jr^ and Benben Kirbgr, timmpu^ 
tan befiire leliarred to^ lot No. 81, and l^ the aame aol| lot Ka Tfi waa gnuiled to 
Thomaa Baker and Samuel Bizl^, hi place of tot Na 8L 

On the ISth and 14th of September, lt86 the oommiarionen gnntad ae?enIolnor 
4480aoreatoanQmberofthe**8Qflhreni*' whoae namea had not been fawtoded in 
the former ennmemtkML The demanda of the dtiicna of New York who had rerided 
hi Vermont hnving been aatlafied, the Ticgiaiatwre of New York Iqr an aol psMed 
Maroh aoth, 1T88, gave to the oommiadcnen power "to iaeoe a grant" of two of the 
lota that had not been diapoaod o( Tia., k)ta Noa^ 46 and 61, oontahdng each 840 aora^ 
to PhiHp Md>ee, Samnd Friabee^ FhiUp Mebee Jr^ Bphniim Qnthil^ 
Beth Stone^ Ooold Baoon, Herman Stone^ Nathaniel Benton Jr^ Joaoph lAnden^ 
Boderiok Moore^ and their aawdatea. Before they oooki "aeveraHf be entitled* to 
reooive their reflective grantu^** thejr were required to "pej hito thetieaaaijof tbia 
atate^ in any pubUo aeooritiea, aigned by the treaanrer of thia atati^ at the nto of 
one ahilhng and three penoe per acre for toe landa to be granted to them reapect- 
Ively." A patent waa iaaned hi aeoowianoe with thia aet^ on the SOth of Miruniy;, 
1T88. 

An examhiatkm of the above table^ will ahow that lota Vok 71^ tfl; 81^ 88^ and 
100^ contained reflectively 611, 600, 601, 600, end 600 acrea of land, faialend of 640 
eadL The reaaon of thia diacrepanoj appean in the following mlmott fimn thn 
reoorda of a meeting of the oommiaBionera of the land offloe^ held at the honae of 
Ifatthew Yiaacher, in Albany, on the 12th of January, 1180 : — ** On running the enst 
line of the said township of Clinton from the Delaware to the mouth of the UnadiUa 
(tlie course of which line is north i? IV east), the lots a<yoining to this line Ibllsliort 
of G40 acres eacli, at which they were computed when first ballottod for, as will 
appear by the minutes of tliis board. But in this entry sudi of the sold lota as 
were formerly ballottcd to two or more persons, viz., loto Nos. 72, 76, 82, 06, and 
100, are divided among their respective proprietors in the same proportions with 
respect to the true quantity of each lot, as they were divided before on ttie suppo- 
sition thut they oontained the quantity of 640 acres each.** Land Ofilce Minutes^ hi 
office Sec. State, N. T., 1784-1788, i. 169, 170, 194-198, 220, 221, 224, 226, 256, 
262, 263: 1788-1796, ii. 3, 17, 27-32, 61, 27, 281. Lewis of N. Y., lltii aeasioQ, 
GreenlooTs ed., ii. 198, 199. Map No. 67, in office Sea State N. Y. Journal, 
Senate K. Y.j 13th session, 2d meotmg, pp. 46, 49. 
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APPENDIX L, 

DinsiON OP THB $80,0001 

Rcferrod to on p. 60S. 



Number 
diilni. 



•I 3 

3 

4 

6 



1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 



M 
II 
•I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 



II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
U 



CI 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
fl 
II 
II 
II 
II 
11 
It 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
(I 
II 
II 
II 
II 



16 
17 
18 
10 
20 
21 
22 



23 
24 
25 
20 
27 
28 
20 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
36 
3G 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
4G 
47 



Name of dainuuit 



_ ^ 

Samuel Aycrjr 

Jnmcs Abool • 

Qoldiibrow Banjar 

John Bowles 

Catlinrino Bowles 

Jnmos Beockmnn 

Willinm Bimjiir 

TlionifM 11. BridgCQ 

Samuel Bard 

Robert Bowne 

William Cockbumo 

Kboncxor Clark 

James McCarra 

Alexander Cruikshank 

Cadwalloder Golden, Tliomas OoMen, Alexander 

Golden, and Josiah Ogden Hoflhian, surviving 

Executors of Gadwallader Golden, deceased 
Richard Carejr and Ann his wife 
Henry Grugcr 
Thomas Clark 
Archibald Campbell 
Archibald Currie 
William McDoUgoll 
James ChaUiam Duano, William North, and Mary 

his wife, Sarali Duane, Catharine Livingston 

Duane, and Adelia Duane 
Qcrardiis Dujcking Jr. 
John Do Lnnoey 
Obadiah Dkikenson 
Alexander McDougall 
George Etherington 
Thomas Etherington 
James Forquhar 
JcUis A. Fonda 
John Galbreatli 
James Guthrie 
William Giles 
Joseph Griswold 
John Goodrich 
CliArlcs Ilutchins 
Jonnthnn Hunt 
John Ilcnsdale 
John Johnston 
Luke Knowlton 
Peter Kemblo 
Abraliam Xot 
John Lawrence 
Rolx?rt Lewis 
Joel Lyman . 
Elijah Lyman 
Catharine Mctcal^ Executrix of Simon Motcalf, 

deceased ...... 



Sam to which 

eaeh Claimant Is 

enUUwL 



t2G66 03 

648 83 

1218 94 

745 26 

49 91 

72 60 

800 42 

102 05 

140 72 

49 91 

1495 05 

87 42 

24 98 

37 00 



449 15 
122 92 
149 72 
237 06 

49 91 
9 98 

37 42 



2621 


29 


49 


91 


49 91 


49 


91 


34 93 


98 32 


74 11 


99 81 


49 


90 


99 81 


37 


42 


5 49 


147 


73 


199 


63 


9 98 


948 


23 


49 


91 


124 77 


249 


63 


199 


63 


698 


69 


49 


91 


119 


78 


49 


91 


49 91 



1417 47 



76d 



Bumnr ov bmrbv twhiiot. 



Hombtr 




OmlowUflk 


OfMOh 


Ww— <f ClaiiiMmi 


BMJk ntolnMinl li 


Oblm. 


# 

^ # 


•tMUmd, 


Ha48 


OMfaarine UetoOf 


888 81 

118 80 


"49 


Thomas Nonnan aod Biiftb6tti Mirtlift hi6 wift 


•• 60 


JaneNesblt 


18 48 


" 61 


Eliaa Nixoo . 


• ( 








84 96 


M 53 


Barbam OrOqr 


• 








184 tft 


«68 


RIaaier ]^Qrter 










48 91 


"64 


John McPhanoii 










99 81 


«66 


laaaoBoaevall 










888 88 


"66 


Peter Bim . 










81 48 


"61 


Samuel Sterena 






• 




668 88 


"68 


WflUam Smith 










1181 80 


"69 


Jacob Shefflhi 










91 88 


" 60 












199 68 


"61 


Diana Smith 










49 91 


"68 


Ifaiy. Blisabelhi BiOier. aod Boobel Schlatter, unw 

▼ivhig ezeoutoia oTldohael SoUatter, deoeaaed . 
JohnlLSoott . . . . 




"68 


, 99 81 
49 91 


"64 


JohnTitta . 


» 


1 1 




9 98 


" 66 


Samod Thatoher , 




• 1 




148 11 


"66 


Peter Van Scfaaak . 


• 








199 68 


" 61 


William Widcham , 










149 18 


" 68 


Brod[e Watoon 


• « 








1191 16 


" 69 


Gerard Walton 










49 91 


"to 


John Watts . 










99 88 


"11 


William Walton 










199 63 


" 12 


Georae Wray 
Staltham Wniiama . 








* A 


89 88 
199 68 


"14 


John Bard . 










448 16 


" 16 


John Plenderleaf 










1096 68 


" 16 


Samuel Partridge 






1 < 




49 91 




TolAl 




$30,000 00 


t 











Doa Hist K. Y^ iy. 1024, 1026. 



LIST OF THE CIVIL AND MILITAIIT OFFICERS OP 
CUMBERLAND AND GLOUCESTER COUNTIES. 



Those persons who were appointed to oiRce previous to April 
8d, 1775, held commissions under the British province of New 
York. Tliose pei-sons who were appointed to office from April 
3d, 1775, to September 1st, 1777, derived authority from the 
New York Provincial Congress and the Convention of the state 
of New York. Tliose persons who were api>ointed to office sub- 
sequent to September Ist, 1777, received commissions by virtue 
of the Constitution of the state of New York. 
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CUMBERLAND COUKTT. 



GIVIL OFFICERS. 



DBDIHUS POTESTATSM 



» I) I'D. .(fl .I.H[i. 



TO ADMimSTER OATBS OP OmO& 



On tho 20Ui of January, 1766, a (bw months prorious to the estabUshmeni of 
Cumberland county, o dedimtu poieatatem commisiiion to administer oaths of office 
\vn.s grnnlcd to Thomas Clmndlcr, William Qillilnnd, and laooo Man, for tlie whole 
or tho New llampsliiro Grauti^ at that time included within tho limits of Albany 
county. 



Data of OommlntoD. 


VAIOi. 


July 17, 1766. 
April 7, 1768. 
April li, 1772. 
May 6, 1774 
May 16, 1777. 
October 24, 1778. 
June 6, 1782. 


Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, John Chandler. 

Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, John Chandler. 

Samuel Wells, Crean Brush. 

Samuel GkJe. 

John Sessions^ John Stevens. 

Pelatiah Fitch, John Sessions, James Clay, Micah Townsend. 

Charles Fhelp8» James Clay, HOkiah Qrout 



ooMMiaBioinEBS or rm ooubt. 



Date of Oommlnton. 


vAm. 


February 18, 1774 


Samuel Wdlfl^ Crean Brush, Samuel Knight 



COUM ISSIOKERS TO RBOEIYB THE PROPEIITT OF THOSE WHO HAD JOINSD THE ENEICT. 



Dnte of Commission. 


NAMSB. 


March 6, 1777. 


Jnmcs Clay, Amos RobcrtaoD, Israel Smith. 




HmoR' aw Bu-ncBN 



■,«.-0-«» 


^ . 


Idyie,n88. 


IbomM Chndkr, JcMph laid, SMaad Walk. 




April 1,110a 


ThoiiMi GBundhr, JoMpb leri, SubmI Wdk 




Apcfl 14, ITTS. 


nkooiM OMolhr, Jnqih Lord, BmbinI W«11% H<mIi 


SiUa. 


kagm 18, mi. 


FaUiili Ittefa, Jflim Baikm, ZmmfJkf. . 





Jul/ IS, lies. 

A.pril 1, I16B. 
April 14, 1119. 

Angutt 18, ma 



JameiRagBn, Hathui Btona, VnUam Willard, Stepban Qioen- 
leaf; Thomu Cliandler Jr., Beojunin BuUorflel4 

Sleacer PftUanon, HiUdih arout, Blephon QratnlMC 



raantaa or thi oodbt or ons axd naHiRiB axd aimuL jail ihutkbt. 



• At tbli llmi Bicbird UonU au Ckler JniUc* af tbi eopruDK conr 
nd RoborlTaUiind Jubn BIuh llobmwcnrialmj Juillcuorihi! 1 
r (liber UorrU, Yttet, or irab«rt vu BMOMTy lafbruii coartafOj 
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jtjfmoRS OP Tns pracr. 

On tlio SOtli orJnniiniy, 17C0, a Tow months previous to tho establishment of Cum- 
licrliind county, tlie following persons were appointed Justices of tho peace for the 
%vlif>1c of the New llninp.shiro Grants at that time included within the limits of 
Albany county, viz.: — ^Thomas Chandler, William Gilliland, Joseph I/>rd, Isaac 
Man, Robert llnrpur, Jacob Bnyley, Samuel Wells, Nathan Stone, Oliver Willard, 
John Anns, James Itogcrs, Benjamin Whiting, John Chandler, Bet^nmin Bellows 
Jr., John (Jriniths, Thomas Morrison, Sonmel Ilobinaon, Geoi^go Palmer, John 
Stoughton, John Wattson, Alexander MacNachtcn. 



Dftta of CotntnlMlon. 


MAMM. 


July IG, 17CC. 
April 7, 1708. 
April 14, 1772. 

Juno 5, 1782. 


Tliomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Oliver Willard, 
John Arms, James Bog^rs, Zedekiah Stone, Benjamin Bel- 
lows, Thomas Chandler Jr., John Chandler, William Willard, 
John Churcli, Tliomas Bridgman, Bildiid Andross, Israel Curtis. 

Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Oliver Willard, 
Thomas Chandler Jr., Jolm Chandler, Samuel Stevens, 
Nathan Stone, William Willard, Thomas Bridgman, Bildad 
Andross, Israel Curtis, Ilenry Wells, Simon Stevens. 

Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Noali Sabin, 
James Rogers, Nathan Stone, William Willard, Stephen 
Qrecnlcaf, Thomas Chandler Jr., Benjamin Butterflcid, Bildad 
Andross, Israel Curtis, Simon Stevens, Zadock Wright, Samuel 
Nichols,' William Willinnis, John Bridgman, David Joy, 
Kphraim llaimey, Oliver Lovell, Jolm Bolton, Jonatlian Burk, 
Luke Knowlton, John Winchester Dana. 

Charles Phelps, James Clay, Eleazx^r Patterson, Ililkiah Grout, 
Sunon Stevens, Klynli Pnmty, Michael Oilson, Samuel Bixby, 
Daniel Shepardson, Ilczekiah Stowell, Bcthuel Church, John 
Pannel, Nathan Fisli, Joseph Winchester, Daniel Kathan. 



COVKTT 0LKRK8. 



Date of Commission. 


HAMES. 


July 16, 17 06. 


John Chandler. 


April 7, 1768. 


Jolm Chandler. 


February 25, 1772. 


Croan Bnish, vice Jolm Chandler, removed. 


March 7, 1774. 


Samuel G.ilo, vice Crcan Brush, resignofl. 


August 18, 1778. 


Micali Town.seud. 




OifttOmtlMm. 


.« 


lulj la, HfW. 


HaduM Stone; torn oqilred Oetober 14, 1787. 


llarcU SI, 17S8. 


JolmAiiiiii ^ipobitedlbrelgUtoen and K half >>k»Um. 


October 18, ITM. 


TdmAnmi Mrred rix mo&tU. 


AprO 17, mo. 


Daniel WUpfle; s!>|nliil«d te nnuplnd In. 


Oetober 19, IMO. 


D»lelWUi.Fle. 


Ootobor 19, mi. 


DuitolWUivle. 


October S, in% 


DMiMWUpptoi nmdpntorimL 


Ootober 1, ITTS. 


WlUbua PMetMO. 


0alotwt4,mi. 


wnUam PettcMO. 


Inly lOi ma 


iMieBnta* 


luj^im. 


hnlBpoouKt 


Aogittt IB, 1178. 


SlnemBdwute 


Uudi 1^ in9. 


SlneoD Bdwaidd. 




SlmMD BdvMdi. 


lune B, nesL 


Timothy Pbolps. 





^„.».^.. 


.u^ 


July 10, 1786. 
Uurch 81, 17SS. 
April H, 1172. 
Aagust IS, 117a 


Thomu Chandler, 
rhomu CliBUdler. 
CreonBnwh. 
Junes Clay. 
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Date of Cotntnlssioa 


HAsm. 


Jnnuniy 20, 1700. 


Timothy Olcoit 




July 10, noc. 


Timothy Olcoit, Ramuel Taylor. 




April 7, 1708. 


Timothy Olcott, Amos Tutc. 




August 18, 1778. 


Samuel Warrinor, Oliver Kidder. 


• 


Miirch 0, 1770. 


Samuel Wnrrincr, Oliver Kidder. 


• 


February 18, 1780. 


Samuel Worrincr, Oliver Kidder. 







ATT0RNRT8 AT LAW. 


Dato of Commimlon. 


VAXIS. 


March 31, 1708. 


Solomon Phelps. 


April 20, 1770. 


• 

Micah Townsend. 


July 22, 1771. 


Charles Phelps. 


June 23, 1773. 


Samuel Knight. 



KKl'llESKN'TATlVl'S IN TUB COLONIAL GRNRRAL A88BMBLT OF NEW YORK ELECTED BT 

THE PEOPLE. 



Commencement of Session. 


NAMIS. 


January 5, 1773. 
January 0, 1774. 
•fanuary 10, 1775. 


Samuel Wells, Crean Brush. 
Samuel "Wells, Crean Bnish. 
Samuel Wells, Crean Brush. 



DKPUTIKS IN THE NEW YORK PROVINCIAL CONQRESfi, AND CONVENTION OF THE STATE 

OP NEW YORK, KLRCTED BY THE PEOPLE. 



Commencement of Session. 


NAMES. 


Mny 23, 1775. 
November 14, 1775. 
Mny 14, 177G. 
July 9, 177G. 


John Ilazeltinc, Paul Spooner, William Williams. 

William Williams, Paul Spooner. 

William Williams, Joseph Marsj. 

Joseph ^farsh, Simon Stevens, John ScRsion.s, 
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nmOBT OF XAflTBBN VSBMQMT. 



1IB1CBBII8 OF A88B1CBLT OF Tin BtATM OF MIW TOBK BLBOTBD BT TUB PBOPUL 



8BVAT0B Dl TBB MBIT TOBK LBOISLITUBB. 



Oomm«iietm«it of BmiIoii. 


VAim* 


August 18, 1779. 
Januaiy 21, 1784. 


Rlkiuiah Par. John Sffliriinie If icah fownaeoA. 


Joel Bigolow, Biyah Pironty, WQUam fibattook. 



OonuMBOtiiMBt of SoMkn. 


VAMB, 


Sepfeember 10^ 178L 





GL0U0E8TBB OOUNTT. 
GEVIL OFilOKBS. 

oouuianoBBBfl^ to adxibibibb 04T1IB or omoK 



DatoorOommiMioD. 


IIAIIH. 


Haieh 17, 177a 
April 10, 1772. 
May 16, 1777. 


John Taplin, Samuel Sleeper, Thomas Sunuer, John FeleiB. 
Jacob Bajley, John Pctora. 
Jacob Baylej. 



00MHI8SI0NBBS TO REOSiyS THE PBDPERTT OF TnOSE WHO UAD JOINED TBB BNEMT. 



DftU of Commlflslon. 


MAMIS. 


May 2, 1777. 


Potcr Olcott, Jacob Kent, Israel Smith. 



JUDGES OF INFERIOR OOURT OF COlfUON PLBA& 



Data of OommUslon. 


MAMia. 


March 17, 1770. 
April 10, 1772. 
October 26, 1774. 


John Taplin, Samuel Sleeper, Thomaa Sumner. 
John Taplin, Jacob Bayloy, Thomas Sumner. 
John Potora 



avn^ LIST. 
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ASSTSTAHT JUSnCBS OF INFBUIOB OOURT OP OOyifON PLEA& 



Date of CommlaBlon. 



Marcli 17, 1770. 
April 10, 1772. 



James Ponnock, Israel Smitli, Abncr Fowler, John Potera. 
Jnnicfl Pennock, Jocob Kent, John Ilatch, Joel Marsh. 



JUSTICES OF THB FBAC8. 



Dftle of GommMoii. 


iiAinEib 


March IG, 1770. 
April 10, 1772. 
October 26, 1774. 


John Taplin, Samuel Sleeper, Tliomas Sumner, James Pennock, 
Israel Smith, Abner Fowler, John Peters, Thomas Chamber- 
lain, Jonathan Sumner. 

John Taplin, Jacob Baylef, Thomas Sumner, James Pennock, 
Jacob Kent, John Hatch, Joel Marsh, Thomas Chamberlain, 
Benjamin Whitcomb, Samuel Hale. 

John Peters. 



OODMTT CLERKS. 



Dikte of Oommlasloa. 


HAint. 


March 17, 1770. 
March 6, 1772. 
Juno 30, 1774. 


John Peters. 
John Peters. 
John Lawrence, vice John Peters. 



BIIERIFFS. 



Date of Commission. 


HAMM. 


March 17, 1770. 
October 6, 1772. 
November 19,1774. 
May G, 1777. 


John Taplin Jr. 

John Taplin Jr. 

John Taplin Jr. 

. Nathaniel Merrill 



49 



no 



uantmr or murraa Ymaatan. 



Dttt of OommlHloB. 


MAim 


Hov«iib«rll,ins. 


Bphnim Baylegr. 



▲nuiuur-AMJLw* 



IMkiof OoBUBlMlonb 



Jttuuiy 20, 1^76. 



John lAwrenoa 



uwuTi ni sm nnr tobk nomrauL ocunmHi 





SAIA 


ICqr 28, ItTS. 


GMuna Bi^tar did Mt takt kli iMit. 



OUMBERLAND AND GLOUOESTEB COUNTIia 



inLTTABT 0VFI0ER8. 



TiiB reoordfl relative to the military appointments in Cumberland and Gloucester 
counties, are very imperfect, The statements whidi follow liave been compiled 
fipom various sourcea In May, 1775, an attempt was made by the New York Pro- 
vincial Congress, to establish a military organization on tlie New Hompsliiro 
Grants, and, on the '31st of that montli, the commission of brigadier-general of a 
brigade which it was intended sliould comprise the militia of Cumberland, Glou- 
cester, and Charlotte counties, was oflfered to Col James Rogers of Kent, now 
Londonderry, and was by him rofUscd. In June, 1776, M^jor William Williams^ 
Kajor Benjamin Wait, and Captain Joab Hoisington oflfered their services to the 
New York Provincial Congress, respectively, as colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and 
major of a regiment of militia. About the same period, a design was entertained of 
creating two regiments in Cumberland county, one of which was to be called the 
lower regiment, and the other the upper regiment On the IStli of August, 1776, 
at Springtiold, Simon Stevens, Joseph Marsh, and Benjamin Wait, oppendcd their 
names, as Held officers, to the following " true list of the officers in the upper regi- 
ment in Cumberland county, chosen by their respective oompaniea" 



HILITABY LIST. 
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UPPER BBQIMEHT. 



TOWIUL 


GkpUlns. 


LioatenMitab 


Bnslsm* 


Windsor . . 


• • • 


William Ckwpor. 


Ebenozer Cartis. 


Springfield . 


Abnor Biabee. 


Timothj Spencer. 


Nathaniel Weston. 


Chester . 


George EarL 


Jonathan TarbelL 


Amos Gile. 


Weatlierandd 


Hilkiah Grout 


Israel Burlingaino. 


Oliver Kidder. 


WwHlHtcwk . 


Joab lloisingtou. 


Benjamin Kmmon& 


William Powers. 


Hnrtford 


Joel Marsli. 


Benjamin Wright 


Alexander Brink. 


Ilertrord 


Timothy Lull 


Aanm Willard. 


Asa Taylor. 


ronifrot . . 


Oliver UdalL 


Jolin Perin. 


Zebulon Lyon. 
Phinohas Kimball. 


Carondtsh 


John Coflbin. 


Tliomaa Gilbert 



On the 22d of Augnsti 1776, Hie New York Provincial Congress voted that the 
militia of the counties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester should be formed 
into one brigade. On the 21st of November following, Uie field officers for the 
lower and upper regiments, and for a regiment of minuto-roon, were nominated at a 
convention of representatives fVom the towns in Cumberland county, held at West- 
minster. On the 4th of January, 1776, during the recess of the New York Pro- 
vincial Congress, the committee of safety for that colony confirmed the nominations 
of the officers for the upper regiment and the regiment of minute-men, but refbsed 
to act upon the nominations of the officers for the lower regiment, on account of the 
political character of some of those whose names were presented. Those to whom 
commissions were given, were, for the 

UPPBR BBQIMBNT. 



Colonel. 



'foseph liCarth. 



Llent -GolonH. 



John Barrett 



First Mi^or. 



llllkUhOroot 



Second Ifi0<»'* 



JoelMatthews 



Adjutant 



Tim. Spencer. 



QoartcrmMter. 



I 



Amot SoUnson. 



RBOlMBirT OF MUfUTB MEN. 



Colonel 


Lleat-Oolonel. 


First Mi^or. 


Second Mi^or. 


A^Jatant 


Qotftermaster. 


Joftb Ifolslngton 


Beth Smith. 


Joeeph Tyler. 


Joel Mareh. 


Tim. Phelpa. 


Ellsha nawlcy. 



On the 1st of February, 1770, the following officers for the lower regiment were 
nominated at a convention held at Wostmicster. These nominations were confirmed 
on the let of March following, by the New York Provincial Congress. 

LOWER RECIMENT. 



Colonel 


Lt-Colonel. 


First Mi^or- 


Second Mt^or. 


Adjutant 


Qaartermaster. 


Wm. Williams 


Bei^j.Carpcnter 


Oliver Lovoll. 


AblJahLovcJoj 


SatnnMlDottJr. 


1 
Sam'l Fletcher 



TW 



aunonr of mAvaaxK ykbicokt* 



On ibo Gth of February, lt76» In a totter dated at GnOibrd, Be^famif Oaipenlor 
ohainnan of. the oommittoo of utbltj t» Oomberland Oounfy, oommiuiic lod Co tli« 
New Yoric Ihroyindal OongroH, tlie annexed liit ol mttitki offloen^ choMB in tbe di^ 
ibrent towns oompriaed within the lower regiment The nomlnattone wave 
firmed cm the lat of March. 



oQUPAXiia n mp mwxb nouiMn. 



ToWBlb 


Otptalaii 


FbitLlMittfuuitik 


gMondLlemte. 


s.^ 


Qnllfbid . 
fimtU«lMirongh 
FullMun . . 
WestmliMtar . 
Ptttaof . 
Httllfiuc . . 


Steph. BiMpMdioii 
John Sergnuit 

John AvoriU 
AbUAh Moora 
DMilel Btoh 


DftYid8tow»n 
OllYor CnolM 
JotlahB^itoB 
Jabes Pernr 
Dsniol Jewttt 
Bt^Junla Umuj. 


Tlmotlij Root 
TtOMitiiy Ohttrah 
Oulolkatluui 
Aawioli Wrlitiit 
Bpliioin do/ 
ItobortPottoM 


DONafCiiloliMlon 
JoliB AlosuMlor 
ttbopord Oa«iie 
WilUiMiOniok 
KohmlMPteiw 
lOfiraMlllaffto 



On tlio 22d of Ha/, 1776» at a convention called for the committeee of aelblx of 
the counties of Gumbeiiand, Gkmaester, and Charlotte^ and held at Whidsor, Jacob 
Baylej, of Newbury, was diosen brlgadkir^rcnond, and Simon Storeni^ brigade* 
mi^or of the brigade comprisfaig those tliroo counties. 

For the purpose of aflbrding protoctioa agahist the savage^ the Now York Ckm- 
vsotlon determined, on the 23d of July, 111 6^ to establish ranging companies In tbo 
more exposed counties of tlie state. Cumberland and Qkaiocstor counties wore 
ordered to raise two hundred and flAy-two men. On the IbUowbig day, Juab Ifoie- 
Ington was appoUited nu^ of the rangers In the two couutieiL On the 6tli of Au- 
gust, 1776| tlio committees of safety Ibr Cumberkmd and Glouooster counties moi aS 
Windsor, and nominated the oflloers Ibr the Ibur companies into whiob the mnguni 
were to be ibrmed. After considerable dohiy, the nominations^ with a few exoep> 
tions^ were conflrmed by the New York Convention. CommlsBloQS were grautod 
to the followiog offioera on the 10th of October, 1778, and on tlio 23d of tbo samo 
month tliey woro awora to the fuitUful diaoliarge of their duties. 

OOlfPANIBS OF THE RANQBB& 



Onptatna. 



Flnt LloatODiinta. 



Bonjamia Wait, 
Jolm Strong;, 
Joseph Hatch, 
Abner Seolyo.* 



Klisha Hawloy, 
Eidud Dontou, 
Simon Stevens, 
Benjamin Whitney. 



Bocond LloutoiuinU. 



Zobulon Lyon, 
Jolin Baraoa, 
Amos Clioinliorhiin, 
Joliiel Bobbins. 



^ Beel/e resigned his oommiaaioii on tbo 2Sd of Deoember, 177S. 



Meantime the brigade comprising the counties of Cumberland, Gloucester, and 
Cliorlotte was divided. Tlie militia of tlie two former counties wore formed into uuo 
brigade ; the militia of the latter into another. The command of tlio Cumlicrluiid 
and Qloucestcr bri(^do was given to Brigadier-General Jacob Baylcy, and to Brigadu 
Major Simon Stevens, on the Ist of August, 177G. 

The militia of Cumberland county woro subsoquontly divided by tho liCgislaturo 
of New York into the northern regiment and tho southern rogimont The oflicera 
of the southern regiment, who received their commissions from the- Council of 
Appointment of that state, on the 18th of August, 1778, were as fol1o\\'8:^ 



MIIITAKY LIST. 
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SOUniERK REOIIIEXT. 




Colonel. 


IJeiit-Colonel. 


MiOor. 


Adjntant 


Quartermaster. 


Eleaxer Patterson 


John Bergesttt 


Elkanah Dsf 


Henry Shcrbnma 


lUcbard Proaty 



Tlio coiiiiMinics which were oeiabllshcd in this regiment are named in the annexed 
list:— 





COMPANIES 


IN TUB SOUTIIEEN BEGIIIBNT. 




Towns. 


GaptalLS. 


First LtentsnutiL 


Second Lleats. 


Ensigns. 


llinMlalo . 
(hillfortl . . 
llsllfax . 
Hmttlnborough 
KuUinm . 
Putney 

Wert minster . 
Uock Ingham 


Reuben Field 
Am Jdee 
John Pannel 
TImothr Chareh 
Jostah Allen 
Lucas Wllsont 
MIrhael Ollson 
Moses Wright* 


Timothy Root 
Pelatlah Kltch Jr. 
James ISIaksIee 
Dnnifl Kathan 
Daniel Cnnhlng 
Michael Gllson 
Isaae Reed* 


Jonathan Cbarch 

James Clar Jr. 
Ephraim ICanney 


Wclgbtstlll Orri- 
Mlcah Rice 
Joseph Stewart Jr. 
Samuel Root 
Shcpard Gates 
Nathaniel Lord 
BenJ. Whltner 
Ashur Erans* 



Tlioso onicere designated by a *, were appointed on tlie 24th of October, 1778* 
That oflTicer designated by a f, was appointed on the 19th of October, 1779. The 
reniniiider were appointed on tlio 18th of August, 1778. On the 19th of Octobert 
1779, Jniiies Clay Jr., and Daniel Cushing exchanged places in the Putney Company. 

The companies wliicli were formed in the northern regiment were these: — 

COMPANIES IN TUB NORTHERN REQIHENT. 



Towns. 


Captains. 


First Lleutenanta 


Second Lleats. 


Ensigns. 


Weathrn>ncld . 
Springfield 


Ellphalet SimfTord 
Abner BIsImk) 


OIlTcr Kidder 
John Btobeo 


... 
... 

... 


•Joseph Douglass 
Taylor Spencer 



The olTlcera of the Wenthersfield Company were appointed on Uie 24th of October, 
1778. Tlioso of the Bpringflcld company on the 20th of October, 1779. 

On the 5th of Juno and tlio 24tli of July, 1782, the following persona were chosen 
odiccrs of tlio 

SOUTHERN REGIMENT. 



Lt-Col.Comm'dt 


First MiOor- 


Second Mi^or. 


Ai^uUnt 


Qoartermaster. 


Timothy Church 


William Shattnck 


Henry Erans 


Joel Blgelow 


Ellsha Pierce 



On the 24th of July, 1782, tlie followiti^' oflQcers were chosen to the command of tlio 

COMPANIES IN TUE SOUTHERN BEOIMENT. 



Towns. 


Csptiiins. 


First Llontonnnts. 


Second LIcnts. 


Ensigns. 


Bmltlcbiironph: 
South Omip'y 
North CoiMp'y 

Quiironl: 
Klr»t Cornp'y 
Sccoinl Coinp. 
Third Conip'y 

IlnlifAX 

1 

1 


Artcmnfl How 
Uichnnl Prouty 

Joseph Perk 
Dnnict A^ihrrnfl 
Joseph Klllott 
Thoinna Hnker 


Reuben Church 
John Alcxnndor 

Wllllnm Whito 
Jn«. WnUworth Jr. 
Klisha Root 
I sane Orr 


Imjic Crosby 
Krnncis Prouty 

I»«rnel Bullock 
BennnI Cntbcth 
Iwuio Wcl.l 
Dnnlcl Donaldson 


Rutherford Hays 
Jonat'n Alexander 

JosliuA Nurse 
Snninel StnlTord 
Simeon Fcrrcl 
David Lamb 



INDEX OP SUBJECTS. 
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ntediw »r aamnilttaa oT. t4S: i1cr«tii to 
taknwnt I4T ; mllKIa of, 1», KM, Ul. SMI, 
V*. 1M.iJb. SW. 4n; gdTlea In, tt^; mn- 
Blki r»r, HS. Ml; fuiaia of. 1(^178.174. 
£46— 2SI>, MW. mm; onironlluiv af. 1(17, lAH. 
4lil. 4!«: eiindllhiH of. VO. Ml, S9ft: cnm- 

oT. W.i-Wi, » >; lilMll^ircil, SIS; bItII mid 

nilllur; officm In, TrS-ITS. 
Qnlrtiiwiinn, 101. firf Jtackinaham, 
Uondrkh) Onrrix'B, AT. 



Undnn, Iukii uf, whan charltrcd. Ill, 111, 

4|l. 

Omiitn. thr abl.nilnihn of Krw niimnahlie 
Onall, 149, IM, IGt, I6>, 17(1, 187, tA, IIT, 
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tn, ivi, »l, s-n, aln. sli, Mil, •l^ am Mt 
■n. Ba.\ se. sM.siii.9«i.»rv8Ti.>T4.nii 

SII, sqi, m, 4111. 4:1. 4117.411. 4IA. 418, 41111 
4n. 4% 4S7, 4AI, 40i.4M.4IU,4M,4<T,4<a; 

411, MI. ■»«, (89, «M, Mil, im OBI, ni, nft 
tM, mu rat, ni. 

Oni^ Uillilii, Llrvd la, IM 
Onat Falhi, IihIIiiii Inpicrliillona at, m- Bll; 
■wUco ot «ln, B7I. »74. 7U. 

Great flan. IT, 47.48,18. 
Utoal Mradow, IS, 14, SO, M, Oil ; M!Ulwmat 
, oii.i7;jnvTlaonat.*itaiikcd. Rk M; dmTl|>- 
tkHi of rort at.90; anpraranco <rir, TDj ftonat, 

Oraal Tlitr. TtW. Ainam CbaanMol rinv. 
Oroen Unmuln ItDfi, IH, nl. KI7, 1S9. 
K«, SU, M), 4(7, NT, »4, Tfi; aorp^ 

aslldhall. when eharlered. IML 

OuillbiTL all. Ml, 411, 417, <«, 4»l, KID, Wt, 
n4, Ml, 104; when ehsMnted. 110. Ill: 

nula In. — ■" ■"- ■ • — -"' 

4M,4U' 

*ii,sn.>i.. 

M\4tl.lWD.BDI,tW;l«l*rM «.«■»». 
o(,SH:ole«lton at, MS; drefl* lD,m; la- 
cMent atiSlB; mlilrcia rnmi,4in: rriirewii- 
tatlnn tram, lit, 4ir, 1KB; Uiwn mortlniat, 
41D,4«4,D«I; arennblle,4t3: Icijal to Kcw 
York.4t4— 4H.4«,4M,4S0.4^11>t«H<]lnn 
aL4«4.44!>, 4n,4T4 477,481, Bus, M7,(rau; 
nbelllon at. itt; armpathT for. M ; r«mr 
at, 4H, 151, 4BS: UbenlllT of the inniile U, 
IM; latter lo ika ellliciu aC BU>; BilK at, 
Bl«— Bll; troiqw mtloniid at, Bll, 0171 
Daniel Biileer kllleil iLSm— BSli nardoa 
ofeliluiuoliBMi ctniHo dK T4S. 

Onllfordltea, 41ft. 42B, BSI; their natrloUnn, 
■43; thclt atlKhment lo Kaw Vork,Sa8i 
their Mr, 444; Allrn-i nmrliDuUsB Is 
tliam, 44B ; Iheir amat, EOd, EVO. 

417, 401. Ill; when ctiar- 

rienrtlT lo New Yurfc. ««, 

e al.ltH,+H,44S,Bll: Kn- 

S. IN, 7DA ; coToniltlee r^ tK, 

t>ln,tn: alarm at, MT; Inwii 

lu'uf.DOII; tn»»'at. B14, BIT; 



llntlliircl, 411, 4M; 
!(J5''yJ!l[,17«';ce1 



len chartered, ; 
la or,nSi mlllUi 



Ilanhind, «m, «n; when chartered, 114, IIS: 
rioleri ftoni,(U9i llEhlat, B»,giKL 

irarTnrd coll«e, «l. T0& 

Ilatnelitatluked.B,*. 

lliTerblll bon>a<l, 11 

Ilawka'a OarrlaMi, (T. 

Ilairnr«d,4ll. 

Ilerklniar tmatr. BtA. 

IlrrKiml, now llartlaniL KM; when HttlHL 
114. 119; ininta In, 141; nwl le Chnlet 
^in, 177; iTOiihlm at, 41tl,43«i ceiuua oC 
T49; inmila nf. T7I. 



'0,171; cnniinlltHior.Ki,SII, 
•I InvMllmitloH .1. 817, MB; 
t, K9. 7B9; «n>iM of; 746; 



urniez or scwaiTn. 



IndUin ruuL il. sa, «l 

liulbiD Kadt It DnnlebonxiKli, tSfl-tm. 

ln<llu>,M«,M: Imlt wlih,l4,UI,il70,«l 

gBMunI, «; kitack ol, oii ■'llf^^ 

dsrusdaliaiu oC tU; ultlfincgla al, BSt~ 





--^U oman, TM-Tn 

_.,. ..Ji irahiWr tha MMU 

•rUtlvlat tAt, 41 
Lnnfi diT, BbHmnea oC M>, STt, SU. 
LojriliU, in. tM, IM, in, TU. 

Lunenburck, UO'i KtU«D«ilit,114; ehirttr 

aC WI, US. 
LtIuc. nunlihrnanl ot SIT. 
Lfiu, klDdaau oT Iha pospU o^ Mt 



HaBcliMUr mDiilir nruniMsd, IS. 

ManchaUor. tawnul; rgiwrt WBHrnlni; Ul i 
caa.oniU.n.t,Mia ' *" ' 

HaulauEklFf. iiiinliUiinoil at, Wt. 

Kaniiu Inilkuu. It. 

HarVcU, law uUbllihliii, IM, IH. 

lUillKinHiEli, tn, <8t : conlllel witb Iha In- 
diana at, O ; <rf»B ckarLercd, SI. «n. OSO ; 
aluirili)r«bii>rii,1Bll,M4ilncl<lcnt> 111, tilt 



441 — «3; wnUinc 
•lnA«dat,>n,Rn; 
DKDl at. trt-tSti • 



I lu, 819, ttt; 



'. 4St— <St, 4K— 190, Sd 
luiDiiiiHi «, wll, 4TI: uillJtIa or, Ola; 
icdou af dllicni si; tM; a pnacli<.r at 
- ■ * -■ rlrHiUanotISS, 

lorlllIu.l8.U. 



&tL...n 

'MaHOHUfiif ur Si 

IfaaaahnMJM, nannurn Mim.iarr liRI a 
aaliloil, U; clalaii>f,aot.>ol, SiB; aiUurllca- 
Uon an Ilia dalin of tol, M^ EM ; irinnalbT 
or. 4IU, 4BI, 4TD, ail.NO. bSS : corruspnnilaiec 



UaunchuMlu. Vott. sa, M, U, (M, «l, K, 4^ 

4T, TO, Bl. BS. 01 ; furde <>r. lndr»Kil, ». 
Uiuucru at Weitirilnitar 8W— fttl SSi 409; 

4JU, 6ua, HC, U4, ■«), US, lu, M^ aia, ai4. 



^m Mt M^ M^ m ni. tMh iMi m 

UaallH trcM, iMwnl fcriha Mi rf Aa Uhl 
I4jT«ji wlUum , W .htmMZ 

MakawkbilM^T 
HaatcaoMtjr anutj, ML 

gsgjs^gjJia.'agya.'TL 



MBUtniH m 1 nuD.lxr of, BtS, n&. lU. 
Nowbuiv. 40J. 404, bS9: IndJvnU connoeua 
wltb Iho ulIk'incnl<>i;i«4-lllS.t(l<; pm- 

UltKlfclcdoaacuuDIrIa»n,]41; ail'l'I- 
tir> (UIJaD, lis. BUu j tblru oi; ai^ KM ; 
iilan loBltact:, 3S3,IMi Ijullan Klllvniciila 
■!,»>«, WT. 
New (V.iiDtcUcat, a»ii« VanouBt, fSa, ISiL 

Iliiwn.110, 811, 4W; lb* aopwWHl lacalUy af 
Ui-lrlB\tl^l,H; wliro rbarland, flIMItt, 
tlB; a coUDli law*, IM; aiuillintnu In, 

Stt,IH: nilirtLaoCtMifiiWlBiUaaalanK 
uTMlNt; •uj>nlM«.anmDetMI,Mt; 
ImrblsBt al, Tut, TlUt etnaua irf, lU. 

Sow Vlaiiuricail. Bow Obralar, Cn, tU, liU, 
«8>; vbKD cbartaml, IM', pnipuHd u k 
couDIr lawn, Ut. tU. 

Naw Ilauiinliln, Ue,IMI),l>M: Unlli nf in- 
mUKA, Sb; dlHiula eennraliis Ihn Mi'V 
Ila>upiitilrQtininU,bfllVFDiiNii> Vurk ud, 
KK,tU: b»uni1ori.4utlt9, l»^419I]ll^l>- 
Jkllunulltbu'■0^.nt>.'ur,l«ll niihiii Willi 
v.'riiiuiii i.r tiiiodu lowni Id, no. UI : ad- 



lU, I«3, n»: • 

Mu. D»a, lw£M«;tai;lHcludi-4 tn AlLani' 
».i<nl/, ISI, TW, TO; aliaimila la d(rM<^ 
IKt— (Hll ■■.lllluT ami riiU rmdUhHi J 
lia.\'Hm; iHiiltl.m unka InbabliaM* oC 
llllt.II<l;Dtr>KliurilHaHllnii«vwiHBni- 
Inc, in, in, so, US; read tbnnab a iHir- 
UuB al, 1»i; patrtaUHB i< tuB; hka of 
fumiinc a iIiM ll, £44, IM, UU, Hf^ ML 
tall alti'Mlloa at, Ml; liirnieil lata iha 
■Ula uf Vi^niinnl, ISX. BU, H8; biIIIiIb at, 
unluriKl la report, WIB: iiriilat aniliul tha 
tr|uimll.m or, S11_SU: tnolTn of Com 
Itriw r»|McllnK, »CL Ml, Mb. 4T0, 411 ; Bill- 
aavltiuuixnilnf;r4; lltlnts1aKdaD,41t 
n|..rt nililtva lu. Ittl, Ul i cariji Miliar w, 
tta : aubmlalan nit *II ; nruKrlT a»n«l an. 
«H,«n;(urvay«i>ii,Ul. UrtOniHlt. 
Haw Uarlboroui^ when chartcrtd, (I, m ; 

Muw Nilbitfiiiut, Buribam llinll of. M3. 
Now eitoiliird. mrl lhmu(k. IH. 
Now tlBlii'i Bion, no, 310. fsik, MA. 

Maw Vork. dUpulM cuBcarBlnit Iha Haw 
lUmiahlni Onnla bi'lwren Ktir lliniu- 
ablra aad, lltt, IM, WS ; buBDilaKaa <>(1& 
■Ml ; dUlka to iha jHrtadlcUoB tt, Mt, tt». 
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tit, M9, tn; Dr^rrd 

-«<!, "msT ni^m ' iiliiiiuu'ii" niiW'wi^ 

tV. rnmllj l«lsr«ii Vtninnt ■n<L«n4- 
■M-lla; rimUl >ir the JarMUUiili •* Vtf 
DH-Bl bf IHcmlanC llt^lS; »rraniiiil- 
rm cnRmliK lhi> HAU •< m-MSl 
iwrHnUMInr Un.iHt4cEU<>r,nt.ini; da- 
lliinHln,iU!t.Kt;<lgl«nll«nrra>n.)U«.sm, 
KM, «^ itai, ssr, 4», 490, 4(3; vlilu lo, 
M4. M\ UI; rInUuM of, IML Mi; pMI- 

iiiininiiwi.nioi>u»iii;ni,lia.4i%ai(i, 

aiT, nn, Kit, KM, mr, •« ; dlMi«llt)>«>nenl 
■<4IH,llI; datarniliimllBDottlMMa»t(«C 
<«; wnnilnilniH IRim, 4W: «awlllliiii of 
Iha IVIrii^ at«ia,l)M,»T,Stl: «eU cun- 
nriiln«UH>riiluiwor,Ut,fiM,ni.Btl,»n, 
Ml; Bnn»Atiin*iHlul«>ir(h*LetLihtiira 
i>r. MKlMi, 111, BH-Ua, US, KM. m, 9», 



|pf, 1B(-B#l; t.lJu<rLtiill<.ii eoncornliiR Mt; 

(Snndl, III. 
Nrw Voii OammlUaa rf BifUj, m, fd, nOl 

19. 
Naw York OiManUo^ t«, M<I, tU, t»: 

riHiiinlMlnn fTnm. Mt; nncnnttngi d( ltd 

—HI. l-V-VI, (It, m ; obniHlaut InUnr 

Nair Vurk Udundl i^ aafntr, Mt; litter oli 

Nt'W Vark. Oananl AnrmblT oT. irprsHnU- 
llvci In, 1S9, (OB, UV T<T 1 rananantlnn at 
r^|■n«on■«llIo■i^I>8i tMt DuaUni ui; 190, 
IM. 114, tM 

Now Vorl I'nTtnclil CoiwreM, IAItS,SU. 
tM,ISI.SW.SIt,SU, (IT, «8,TSt,ni,T«l, 
m, nt, m ; •laliniu in, tM, UT, UO, SSI, 
tM,TMT«,n<); latLar (o, tin. Ml; nuna 
chinfad, tIB; eiinata Ami Jinrsala ol^ Kt, 



Nlihi-wiilkliiC pnmtbnMBt of; nt. 
MnrthArlil. (I, >4% (Ti^ (Tl ; MtUaiM nt ■! 
■ - ■ ■ -H.(I,M! abafHlnnul, M. 



itMlUcr at;HI. 



1f,wS^hy»" 



N<>rirBlk,bar»lnKnf.nM 

Notwlrk, ni, •«, TM : flnl allail N'<r<*hlch, 

111:HtlIrinaiit of, IMi k Iblra town.M4; 

cr>MU<<TI& 
Mamlwr On* or Raw Tiuntnn, wiv WanlniLn- 

•trr.larmii nribe |iiiiit<<M— «1.1<ll; llit 

frf IIk RnUIIMt H lirnprialnn nt TO, TS9. 
Nunil>arT<», nno ll«eklntl>"D. til. 
NamlH-r Thr», iM* Wnli-ila. f»rt il, 140. 
Mlmbar Four, nnw OhnrluKxrn, ST. SI. «l, M. 

41, 41, 4\ 411, SI. El, ftl, (1. (t. 8 1. 80, M, (1 ; 

■ItiKlie-l und rnllanllT daTaniled, K; olhar 

■tiMk* an, St, 40, (L 



smniy(N.V.).S»t; aipoMd 
mnn^ (Vt), 4, (, lA II 



Ori«» connlf , (. 



ralhan,i>\>rl,'S9.4<l,ST. 



luilon Bt Yrrnx.nt .nif thit al, HT. 

rariiirx, pnnlihmeiil al; BI«. 

rhlllpiwiir.T.R. 

Plalura wrCUnit «t IihIIuu, SST-Wl. 

riEWKkcMlibtal, SSS 

I'llfntT, ininUhira nl at the, »(, SSI, ng. 

riu nualT pnHHWil, IBS. 

llyinautb, nhaa chirtcrr.!, lit. 

Pwtlc Kcounl or Iho Wntmliutcr UuM> 

eii.eu(,Tst 

rolfpin)-, pnniiihmcnl nf. b;b. 
Panirnl.4tl.iW; wben charlrnd. lOT, 1 
nilnlilar ■t,«m; <:<-nau> Dr,T4&; DilHUa 

rr»rii<r, BW. 

180. 1(1, 1S4. IW, IM. m ni^ 
PdwuI, wban shartrnil. t»: rand thron 



rrafnnlty.piinlilinicnt of. STT, 

PrDHgillini nr Iba MHl.sDclalj fcr the, !«(■ 

PmiciUBt nllclnn. <M9. 

Pnlnar. (II. tiTl. XIB, »tt, 41n, 4H, (n, «8] 
when clwttrml, OS, M. t«I ; IndJaBl* onR- 
n,.cL«l with tha wtUa-ncDl ni; W, t«, IM, 
118.(03; gnuiti In. 141; rlnti tt,ln, ITt, 
IW. I»t; ■near aT tha nMpla, 114 : diMflW- 
lion In. SSI, IBS; cnnHnlUaa nC SIB, St^ 



flfcUnn prevpiUcrt al, MB; dmlH In. 8H; 
rhl^iiluinit.mH)— .i»; Dimilnnr.BIB,TIl, 

PtpowAm, eobtta nC maulas al tks UBa, 

BaadDlpb^tBdlui «Bc*mp In, IM; IneonM 

Bu«n, llfii i< Tl— n : HtiUillabad, Ml, tK 

MO, m, lot— IBI ; ntw^ anbaanlnK, ST^- 
■IB; illHlTeetlnB unoag, m-wfmSt, fU, 
ta ; nrdered Id nurcb, IM, (00. 

Rnpv. BTt. 

Kajrnhini 11*11, niinia pmpoaad fbr Waed- 

ItHdHUraiiih, m>d tbroncb, IIL 
Itewllni, when ch>rl>rpd,llt, IW; tomna 

mnnllre iUibm ■!, BB, M, Bll. 
RciJuliitiin, SBI. 
Iltlildon ptDtccted, BGt. Bta. 
It.'MnaitPnlnrT, (S4. 
Hint Kelt. M, 0.. 73, U. 
ULili. Mtara Kte to praTant, S40, *4I, 144, 

R«d li<r>. ira. im, ISt. 1*4. IML 
Boidi trmn Lake Oluimnliln la OnnnMtleat 
rt.«, SI. tl, Sa, 81, Bl, «, I^ («, M, (B, tl. 



or,III,SIB,Si4.Sn: rrlondlrto ■ hair Mela, 
SOD; c<H Illconr. Mt.US; •IIMnrbsBca Hi, 

nf,BlB, JB;I,T7!I; ronjio o'f, JJB; rep'reMntf 
tlie^lVnm.int; HnUmenti In, TBB: 

R<>vnlWn,SS8,B:i4: Iha Ittuk on sod barn- 

Injt of, fel-BlW. 
Itutlnnd eannlj, tnwpi uumUi ftwn, 440. 



Wo . 



raiipx .or toaitcn. 



BanOoick. _ 

Biltl<ve1I^FDrt,ie,U; UvEm. IM. 
BatDnUr STanlnR, olwrrriiBes ul^ DSO. 
BontuiHik IndUuk 18^ iw, 
BoMIIitf UMdUloiu, itinlu ar. IS, II 

■■nliad, W; Iwiniiil of; IlIiJ, Oil. 
Beululnrai by Uia IiuIIddi, BSI-m. 
Sif(lM,«niiBlitainDi)t, taiS" '^ 
SlunnLlUi wkon duirtonxl 

ninl<iiiu,aSl,3ei.SM-. c 
■l>*r^ KiMllBq, HO, T0>, Tl 
' BbsfduB^ run, <C*I- 
BlitriS Uw ocincftniLBK bli dutiu, ■*>. 
Bkliltr. Vort, SB. U*, «), IB, «t. 
Bodamir ail, 
SoDi jLibirtr, !»«. 
BDuniUnE-lnrd, iccoant at ■, tIJ. 
fiuiitb Oarullns, Dwrlllniu dudiHiIdd o( tSB, 

Sniin'gflrlil. Ml; when rhirluroil, IIS: lillll- 
KUllioi of Hllllni^ lIT-ltft; early nillllli 




TkA foAkaMai s^ on. 

nMUMBB; «b« akuUnd,U<; d««(l«n 

ftMiilDI; ■•hln-uwB.Ml 
TUnr IboiiHiirl dullin, net gnuUiii III* nm 

<< u Haw yurk,Ul,M4i ilLv uTan of Iba 

auui bC MBt *8a, <I^ 7«l, T4I1 
TboinhmoBi npir Onftcn, wban diArtar^d, 

Ttoundaroo, tST, TN: attack on fearaiLnB, 
■as, Mil a>usuat«l, NT, BOI, Mt); trwiH 
inan:bt<i,«Og; rfeDUMt,«]e.itl, MI. 

Tlmbar, lav nnoeralDV tba diulrudtioo oL 

TloinaHtb, eouiiKaUiiii at, Ki. 

ToiT, ii^ni. ns,tiiihaii,tti,»t,isg,iTiL 
M^ aa^ MO, WT, Ma, 411, «oa, «§, at, a?, 

'~"",tJt,»t,T" "^ "' ~" 

il'mB; ml 
too£M); 

-iTaaHiD, nunlibmani oi, ma, ma 

Tnati|, notwal wkb tba IiulUuo(a,H,TH 

TranloB, biUl* at, 908. 
TryonsoiinlT.lli^agi; bin In, IN i <ip«M< 



.(UI, 014, m, T01, 101, TBI. TU 
avntliaail, abca chatttrwl. 101 ; axreauunt 
linad at, M ; mIMtIa aC SI^Ul ^ aarlr.jB- 



rlilgc, Indian depra< 
ton iDdJaii, eii 



Hronil ivlt-rmtnlln. tt; •IrrfTBlhni ••f ih* 

|>Fll>c[|il.-a ar tba tini^ ltl,an.H-t: llr>I 

(Trill lirtiilB, UtUm : b>nw.l hliH^tatl^ 

assi ».n.iiiuli«n (rf; w, Sua, m, MS, nf: 

.(MII-BI«,I>ri,T(«i eitoluM nHic«niliia,l|f 
»«,»», 111, 414, «H,4Iti iniull]' UMCU 
Now Vrirk and, M— WC, llu: ntlnl u 
IdiiBl Hut.., SH: uHlaa of tirv lliuii|BUn 
lu»iu ujib, K&,»n, ««, TH: uillllla Uir. 
or. S3<8S8, 4a, Sn; b«i i4 dd^ HK 
(Kl. 4tll; rcfuakl lo iiirva la Ilia udlllla uC 
>MI,86T: idvlea 10,100; UMimhI diiletiHl- 
■inllijii uf, BT4; nreulallviu lirlw«-ii Ihe 
lidilali ami, £80, 1st, we, Uf-^14, n», 4I>. 
4S1, 4ini, 4«1, 4U, 4». lA »«, Mi, n^ m ; 
•ipoKd illiuUun or, toi,m ; anion of Maw 
York lowna ■IU^4(S,«T; imaullat aliw 

ot ItnoiiiibM Sib. UW, br, 4Td, 4n, tbl ; 

MB; H'niliiiopii Id. EW; butd Mnuhxl tH 
Ilia tullDren by, Ul—HT: wliiiUlun Iblu 
Iba Union oi; UB-^MS: .ll>U-rn llua U- 
Iwian «o<r Votk an.l, Ul; ciludnal cuda 
■>r, 0TJ-A8O; Indluii tf. ttO-UH. 
Vennuiil Council, 114, 010, BOS, Ml, MB, CW, 
001.014, OtB, UEI; diil.-ruilBaII.,ii ul, CM; 
Dieaiun^s i.f, bj^^t, 4», Uti, 4911, iO, ilh. 
tit, 411, 4IS. 4IA 4B1, 4>d, ton, tul. Ua. Oil. 
OH, Ur, U4, Ml, m; li'llcr b., TBI ; n- 
quoit lo, TSi). 
VaciiwHl Ciiiindl of Sar<t>, M, tM. OtT, 
Vaiiiu.nlen. iul, BUB, BH, IMk 104, BOO, (n 
811, 4IB, 411, 4n. 41), 401, affi, 41% 448, 114, 
41^ 4M, in, 101, 408, 111. 4T4, 4IB. 411, 410, 
410, 4MI. 4»1, 4<>r. 44, OOCI, OUB. 6U0. (UK Oi 0, 
Bll. 018, Oil. BIO, BIO, Oil, bllC OIU. BM. UM, 
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